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B ‘No. 47. Read the. following letter from H. CLEGHORN," Esq., M. D., Conservator of
1 . Torests ; to the Secretaty ¢o Government Revenue Department Fort Saint George;
’ dated Ctakamund 13th October 1859, No. 820. * S

. ’ ) 1 have the honor to report that on the oceasion of my
# s directed in Proceedings of Govt. late visit to the Anamalli Hills, 1 * inspected the Malsar

Qated 2Gth July 1839, No. 995. * Farm in company with Mr. Fraser, the Distiict Engiucer

) . . : "of Coimbatore ; we conversed freely with the Malsars, es-

pecially the two Tleadmen (Moopeus) the following are Lxtracts of my Note book.

i Lo 9, Twenty one Bullahs equal to eighty acres have been cultivated, but there is no appear-

.
»

ance of skilled or can‘at'ul culture, the cholum is fine, growing in a rich soil but much overrun
with weeds. The neighbouring fields not cultivated by Malsars are kept cleaner and are swon
with more regularity. .
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; 3. A crop of Sesamum (T'il) was also on the ground, and they propose sowing Horsegram
v (Kuliz,) but they are entirely ignorant of tinies and seasons, and have been %oo late in sowing

the present crop.

4. The soil of the farm at the foot of the slip is exceedingly rich, yiclding two fine crops

of dry grain ; the fine mists coming over from the adjacent wooded hills, obviates'the necessity
of ir'igating the Millet or Sesamum crops- . :

5. 1t secms to e a question whether it is desirable to commence wet cultivation in a

locality where dry graiis giow so well, yielding large rcturns.

G.  Thescheme for the Anamalli Ghitlately sanctioned will greatly affsct local arrangements.
The foot of the slip is exceedingly unhealthy, and the question of the proposed dam may Jie over
antil the Timber dep0t is removed consequent on the opening of the Ghat. ' :

. = After full and careful inquiry, 1 found no instance of oppression, nor any treatment of
an improper kind, if I may exceptthe delay in payment of daily wages from the want of small
coin which is easily remidied by tickets. Mr. Beddome has lately raised the wages from 2 annas
to 2 annas G pice with my approval. ‘

. . '
8. The dress of the Malsars is improved, and they are no longer thieves; but I see no very
marked sign of their settling down to an agricultural life. :

Ay

9, .Idomnot think that it is neccssary to kéep up the Farm as a separate Institution ; the’
.‘Malsars prefer wood cutting and rope making to farming, (unless they receive ‘bullocks and
cced gratis,) and 1 think it would be better to improve them in their natural sphere than to at-
tempt to elevaté them in a position altegetner new to them. /This tribe are extremely usefal to
the Forest Department for particular purposes, and they can.always obtain full employment at

remunerative wages. .

’ 10.. .I think it .will be quite suficient if they are allowed land on the 1ix'¢sé1‘|t edsy terms,
on condition of hutting themselves, settling and: cultivating their allotments. )

11.  The forest Overseer should inspect periodically, keeping a Malsar. « Labour book,”
showing the ¢ number employed,” ¢ nature of employment,” ¢ sumns giveu ;”and the state of the
tribe shpuld be noticed in the annual report..- .

12. The tribe of Malsars is a small one, not exceeding 3 or 400 scattered over a large ex-
- tent of Forest, those connected with this Forest at present comprise 52 families.

. .

PRETEEREIE
. T

P. S. 1laving called on Tieutenant Baddome for his opinion as to the expediency of cona

. tinwing the favm, I enclose his reply which was received after the foregoing notes were made.
There is a_discrepancy as to the extent of land cultivated, but this dues not ailzcet the prineipee
involved. . )

Trom Lieutenant R. 1T BEDDOME; Assistant Conservator of Forests; to II. I+ C. CLEG-

JIIORN, Esq., M. ».,. Conservator of Forests ; dated Toonacadanoo - 1ith, September

1859, No. 6306.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receint of your letter No. 768 of the 5th instant, and
beg Lo offer the following information ou the subject of the Malsar Farm at the foot of the

Aunamally Ilillst'_

, * Greal Millet,
1 Litile Millet.

.
.

' Ragg)' and § Sawmy.,

2. . A hundred Bullahs of Jand were originally given by
Grovernment to the Malsars; of this about 15 bullahs or H6
Acres have been cleared and this plot is cultivated here and

b3 . el G ""l' (‘>.~r« l
there 3n small patches with Cholum, Gingely, Gastor o,

«
* +



VT At

e e ottt & D

U XSS Y

o .A» poat, Yiadous Gorerin Cle :
Proceedings i bt Afadeas Gorernuent, Recenie Depe incil,
£, the month of November 1839.

¥ e/

3. There were originally at the village at the foor of the timber dip 21 men with their
families (which consist ol 21w u‘.ncn‘w\u:l »lG\c‘mlqmn). &uc land granted by Government wis
equally divided amonest these mesl by r. Martin, thed were abso provided with 23 bullocks

and some implements for aciculture. Of these, 13 bullocks now only remain and soine mamaties,
axes and bill hooks.

4. Shortly after the eatile and tools had been given to these Malsars avother bateh of 14
men with thelv families juined the village, and they state that Mr. Martin continualiy promised
to give them cattle and ooty and t‘l}(lt they thereiore commenced clearing *he quagles they have
Jeared about a ballah anda Lt of land between the farm and the proposed amicut; bui not
recoiving the tools, &c., they never attempted any cultivation : 8 of these 14 men have left with
their fanilies and have taken employment under some ryots between the 1Llls and the village of
Annamallav.  Theremaining 6 men whose families consist of 10 women and 16 clitldren, cl?icﬁy
et their living by daily cooly hire.

5. A portion ol the land wbove alluded to was cultivated this vear in patches by the 21
men to whom the gmuml was allotted 5 the Malsars appear however to be perfccﬂv ign()rant
of all the principles of agriculture, and as they had no one to guide themasto the probcr SEaAsONs
for sowing and tilling the ground their crops have been a failare. They commenced sowing
their grain in May, a wonth after the proper scason had commenced, and three quarters of the
ceed did not come up, after this they again sowed a guantity of secd but were not sueeessful.
From their accounts Lo ouc has been near their farmor given them the slightest advice during

Lhe sedsull.

G. To make this farm answer, T consider it indispensable that some Gomastah or head ryot
at the village of Annamatly or 'V cttacarenpondoor should be paid to aceasionatly visit the farm
and give the M dsars advice as to the scasous for sowin the grain,dre. They themselves state that
it iw from the want of this advice that they have failed, and 1 awaibute it to this, and thelr
natuial indolent hubits cembined.

= I think that Government might assict th_c Mualsars by purchasing some tools for
them. and by giving them seed, and perhaps a few head of cattle.  With ordinary induostry

.Y . v hl » -
and sowe little supeivision, the Farm 1 am sure could be made to pay, though at present
they do not get encugh grain off the tand to provide for their own wantg

§. 1 think it most important that the Malsars shoulldl be placed wunder the cencral
supervision of the head Ovserseer of the Annamallay forest establishment, and that they
Jhould be told to look to him tor advice and to consider themselves in a measure under his
control.  The services of this tribe are, as you are aware, most important to our Ferest
operations ; their ficlds need never be neglected for woik in the forest, as they aie never
all required in the ficlds, and besides the harvest season is mostly over when “the working
scason in the forest commences. The forest should be a good source of revenue to them; 1 pa\n'
them 2 anpas aud G pice per Jiem for cooly hire up in the forest, but when they go to
work in the 1yots, fields they only gct 1 anna and 6 pie's worth of cholum for a day’s work.
{ have lately paid their 3 Moopens 100 Rupees for felling Vella Nagaand Ven Teak timber
Ly contract at S0 much per loz. From their idle habits, however, I often have the greatest
duffieulty in pelsuading e to cowme up to the forest for work; unless they are actually
in want of food they will often prefer sitting idle in their village, to earning money up in the
corest ; my Overseer has often to go to their village and persuade the Moopens to come up
with a batch of men. This would be in a great measure rectified if they cousider them-
welves under the supervision of the Oversecer.

“o. 48, OnpLr TULREON, ‘fth November 1839, No. 1500.

[t appears from this report from the Conscrvator of Forests that the anticipations expressed
. by Government in aceeding to the recommen-
O der of Aarch Tth 1835, No. 272, para. 2. dation to establish the Malsar farm, as it 1s
called, have been realized. The field operations
have been carried on lor three years with all the advantage derivable from the assistance and
. o . . .
advice of an intellizent Supcnn[cndunt, and with the least possible strain on the industry of the
 tivators. The result is th:xt.tl)c subjects of the experiment have undergone little change, and
they have not learnt to like a«_;nculLurul work or ascttled life
19 c -
at adhere to the sentiments formerly expressed i they look with more
e 1o the reznka cmpl(,ymcm.obtmnnhlc by the ﬁ\.[tllszus under tl'lc‘ 1?01‘0:( Deparument as a
40} Fiarocing T condition and mode of lite, than to any forced attempts to change
ne muproviilb . o . - -
e Ob'lt “ Pue Malsar farm hias been tried and has failed, and will now be discontinued.
their nabils . B *

0 The Governne

¢ the farm will be closed, the A\lalsars retaining the bullocks, tools, &c.,

o The accounts v . : ; :
g, The accounts \Il oificial superviston oVer thefr- agricultural operations, and all

wihich they have received.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
for the month of November 1859.
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. registers and reports of them, will cease. They will
See para. 9 of Doctor Cleghorn's letter.  be allowed to retain the land reclaimed by their labour,

' if they desire it, and even to extend their cultivation ;
but it will be on terms similar to those of ordinary holdings. The Collector will fix a suitable
assessment on the land, according to that borne by similar land in other like situations in the
district, but the full amonnt will be imposed only in the fifth year commencingwith the current
Tusly ; one-fifth being imposed this year,and an adiitional fifth in each of the succeeding four
years. .

4. The Governor in Councilis glad to receive the additional testimony now furnished by
Doctor Cleghorn that no compulsion has been exercised over the Malsars by the Forest Depart-
ment,

(Signed) J. D. DOURDILLON,
Secrctary 1o Government.
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