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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
for the month of November 1859.

Read the following letter from T. CLARKE, Esq.; to d. D. BOURDILLON,
Esq., Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Madura, 25th October
* 1859, No. 1145
1 have the honor to acknowledge the .receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, calling
for my opinion of the provisions of the Bill for the Licensing of Trades and Professions and
your letter of the L7th in.sr,aut,- calling for an immediate answer to the former letter.

9, ' Tam sorry there has been any delay on my part. I can command so little leisure

i ot 3" #5  that T have not been able to give the subject the consideration its importance demands. I
R G e i3 B 5 | have not, however, lost sight of it. - T have sought to obtain from the people their views on
s the Bill, and [ am able to say,—

The tax is very unpopular. The Natives here feel and assert that the necessity for it has been
created by misconduct in which they had#o share aud that, while rebels and traitors have in many
they have contributed men and means to restoré order and quiet
not be called on to share in beating the present burthen. ;

3. It appears to'e that all the objections which are urged against the imposition of an
income ov property tax in England tell, with intensely increased force, against such a tax in
this country, and that a further objection may be taken to the Bill in question, on account of
its inequality in exempting funded and realized property from its operation. I fear too it
will be difficult to carry out the provisions of the Bill without an expensive establishment
and that its forfeitures and penalties will prove the ruin of many.

4. In the vety low state of public morality in this country it will b2 most difficult, if
not impossible, to ascertain the real income of contributors; and the machinery by which
the tax is to be collected will add to the difficulty and will often be made use of by ill-dis-

.'.@sed' and malevolent persons to inflict disgrace and injury on their fellow-countrymen.

5. Again, the Natives, especially Traders and Bankers and wealthy persons have many
well-founded as well as superstitious obje=tions to disclose the
amobnt of their incomes. This Act requires the utmost pub-
licity. But ne amount of inquisitional powers will enable the
Revenue officers to assess the tax from actual knowledge of the circumstances of the contributors ;

Seetions XI1L. and XI V.

for, the varitble gains of Professions and Trades are not always clearly known to the persons

"o'st.mtaested, muclt less ean they be eftimated with any approach to fairness by the Col-
];Q;L?r. Tie main relfa_.nce must therefore be placed on the returns made by the person him-
self; and bow many af these returns will be true it will notbe difficult to guess. The means
pmwidged to prevent frauc_l‘will throw difliculties in the way of the Collector, but, I fear, will
not enable him to arrive at a very satisfactory conclusion. Perjury and false testimony will
d; every means of gombination and secret confederacy will be resorted to
vade th‘e"tht. while the poor.will perhaps be too highly rated. Ill-blood and
fost&:®d and increasedymnd th¥ system of double and false accounts will be very

BRI v e S ks s R SR
5 o Jector is unable to arsive at the truth in regard fo a man's property, e 1
Yddarge powers he is vested with will only be the means by which he will be made

e xes of'the people a dispenser of injustice and wrong.
‘ al for correcting errors are those which he employs on ordinary occasions to
‘ 1, and generally they are found sufficient for the object in view ; but, how often
is the ablest bafiled, especially in cases of extensive combination and well-laid iracy, and
this will be the character of the cases he will have to deal w;vil.h, and that, not or ty
‘nstances with ample time at his disposal, but in innumerable cases where ‘promptitude and
yapidity will be of the utmost importance. . : ‘

7. There will too be a great diversity in. the manner in which this tax will be levied in

different Districts, In some, there will be a strained stringency, in others, a large latitude in
the approximation declared in Section IX.

.

It may be said that the
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8. It is required by Seection VIII that the sums made payable shall be i)aid R S
half yearly instalments or on the taking out the license; but, no provision is made r chees
where any cudden and unforeseen loss shall occur shortly after the payment i ths tax nor
even for any alteration in the amount of the second mstalment, Shmﬂd 1osses be proved to
have occurred in the first six months.

" Theeffect of our rule has been to increaso very gteatly t’ue incomes of the permanently
assebsed landlords or Zemindars and to give them a greater. amount and a greater proportion
of the wealth of the community, independently of any trouble or outlay incurred by themselves.,
These persons do not appear to me to possess any just claim for _exemption from taxatwn, at
Jeast, on such part of their income as exceeds the amount acctumg to them at the time of the
settlement: and I think the manner in_which this accession to their wealth is dissipated  and
squandered is a strong plea in favor of the suggestion that they should be taxed.

10. In the provision of Section XXIV. it appers to merthat per mensem™ or ¢ per
annum,’ » after one hundred Rupees, is required to define the mtegnon of the Legislature, ;

11, In Section XXV. “staff,” appears nceded, befote pay, to thhun what part of the

pay is liable to the tax.

e, 30.  OgrbpER THEREON, 3rd November 185§, No. 1494.

Ordered to lic over.

(Signed) 7. D. BOURDILLON.

Secretary to Government.
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