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" pature of the unoccupied cultivable land in this

* and require the desired information from them,

.+ duetive powers of each of such tracts cannot be

7 quiries, and after all the inforﬁ}ation so obtaine
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_No. 27. - Read the followiﬁg lette.r from W. HUD'LESTON; Esq., Acting Secr'et‘ary to the
Board of Revenue ; to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, R.D.

No. 4157.

With reference to the proceedings of the Madras Go-

In Con. 29th June 1853, No. 3129. vernment, dated 28th June 1859, R. D., No. 85§:commu-
' ' nicating copy of the letter from the Government of India,:
dated 27th April 1859, Ne. 844, and of its enclosure, together with copy of the despatch from
 the Secretary of State for India, dated 3lst December 1858, 1 am. directed by the Board of
Revenue to submit’a statement compiled from the records of their office shewing the extentand

Presidency as entered in the public accounts

and which may be assumed to be almost absolutely at the disposal of Government.

50, It was at first the intention of the Board to circulate these papers among the Collectors
but as nothing better could be furnished by

w

them than what is already supplied in their returns of cultivable area, cultivation and waste, the

Board have had the statement prepared from the sources available in their office.

3 The returns from those districts margi-

pally noted, where no regular survey has been

. Ganjam. Kurnool.
Vizagapatam. Tanjore. ~ made, are very defective, and shew only the ex-
Masulipatan. Tinnevelly. tent of waste according to some “ mamool” ac-

counts. In allsuchcasesan approximate amount

Tas been caleulated as the probable assessment with reference to that borne by the actual cul-

tivation.

4. The main principle observed in the preparation of the statement now submitted, from

' which Madras, Malabar, and Canara are omitted, as no definite_ information is obtainable from

k X m of land tenures, is as follows. From the -
total ayacut or recorded cultivable area in each district the Parumboke and I aam are deducted,
a occupation in Fusly 1267 has been deducted.
the_disposal of Go-

them in their unsurvey state and peculiar syste

and from the remginder, the exteat of land 1
What remains has been talen as the extent of waste or cultivable land at
waste or CulvTe s o

vernment.

5 The entire éxtent of land thius found is acres 135,54,333 with an estimated assessment

5.
of Rupees 163,15,353, at the average rate on the cultivation, Of this the extent of land which

might be classed as wet,” that is irrigated by natural sources or withi
is estimated at acres 20,17,109, and that of unirrigated at acres 115,37,224.

a the influence of artifi-

cial irrigation,
M .

6. Most part of this land is scattered over a wide extent of country. There may be here
ct blocks sufficiently large to form convenient heldings or properties, b ut most

and there compa '
.of these wonld be found to be covered with thick jungles and could not be brought inder cul-

tivation without much labor and capital. The exact extent, present actual condition, and pro-

satisfactorily ascertained without laborious en-

d would not be defnite and be of very little use

=
to persons desifous of settling in India for agricultural purposes.
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7. 'The Board are aware that much difference of opinion existg |
' ] ) as
are at the absolute disposal of Government especially in those districts ; to :Ov_v far such Jangg
LT 8 1n which the tradic;
raditiona]
be even asserted for yearg

e existed at i
: one time

. a
amed as thoge n whic -

“ Mirasi” is now recognised. This, however, has certainly ceaged

past in many districts, in which, according to tradition, it mu:hto
Madras, Chingleput, Tanjore and Tinnevelly may ben o
upheld to any extent, although in all districts, h alone it ig now

Lolders to enjoy in common and free of assessment a certaip

N H . X . I‘ange of oragzi

preferential right to take up lands beyond this extent applied for by grazing ground, ang theiz
non

“residents is conceded
8. Mirasi,” however. undoubtedly had its duties.and limi
. imi
it may be safely asserted that these last did not include the h :
ight t

consent of the Sirkar, or to insist on waste, for which they .0 alienate Waste Without, the
pai

d n0thing,
ght be wily;
0 the Sirkar.

such until they themselves could provide tenants for it, w]
y 10 mi

) : being Tetained ag
them, notwithstanding offers for the land might be made g; t
irect ¢

ng to held under

The traditional origin of ¢ Mil:asi was to encourage th |
e rec

extension of cultivation. It is now often pressed into servi “Tation of the w
ervice g

. - ' aste, an
asserted right to'restrict the latter and to prevent the form S AN argument ¢, ¢ ond the
er.

Support the

9. Whethor parti.cula, blocks of waste land shall be .he]d tob
of Govel:nment for assignment to the first applicant, cannot b 0 e: absOlute]y at the g .
must be judged by the circumstances of each particular eas e decideq by a geners] ;Sposal
¢ Tule, bug

- R . Gove
the terins on which land at their absolute disposal may be obtaj dl‘nment have already ded :
med, are

10. In conclusion, I am directed to state that the Collect
ector

3 of: Salem, Madura and Co;
3 0lm-

te, if the
Y can do §
0, what ey
X

duly restricting the limi disposal 3N settlers, may
unduly icting the' limits of the present residents on the al of G°Vemment with e
€varoy, Py ? oug

ney and N. .
Uohyrri
ghrri

batore have been diy
Dro. 14th Ortober 1859. Irected to sty

ranges of hill country.

2 -
well as jts Privileges, anq -

con
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Proceedings

of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3
for the month of November 1859:
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Statement shewing the extent and assessment of culturable lands in the several districts

of the Madras Presidency at the absolule disposal of Government,

Circar Ayacut after deducting Porumboke and Inams.

10
11.North Arcot
12.South Arcot

|l3lTanjore (c)

Irrigated. * Unirrigated. Total.
Districts.
Extent. |Assessment.] Extent. Assessment.| Extent. |Assessment.
1 2 3 4 5 6 v
! Rupees. | Rupees. Rupees,
1.Ganjam (a).rsere- 124,256 850,154 108044 170780 232,300 529,93

2 Vizagapatam... ....

‘ 3.Rajahmundry .......

4 Masulipatam (b)....
5\Guntoor..‘. ..........

GINellore.coeeeversees .

=X

Cuddapah.sae.ieees

O o

14| Trichinopoly....e...
15/ Madura.....eee vneren
16, Tinnevelly (¢)......
17|Coimbatore .........

18:Salem. eorsceronnenss

Bellary...o.coeeee voes
Kurnool (€).eeeeess
Chingleput.e.c.ceeee

........
--------

----------

15,385 1,34,817 13,138 55749) 28,523  1,90,066
1,80,033] 608,038l 321,562 841,975 502,495 1510913

266,371 7,35,580| 524,787 442,087 7,91,158 11,77,667
57,380  3,55,243| 1317,5611 21,221,476 13,74,941| 24,76,719
183293 1129,316] 689,396 1065945 872689 21,95,261
141977 1245285 87,58,660] 8112977 89,0037 43,58,262
167,342 - 13,18,661] 52,49,281| 22,46,736] 5416573 35,65,397
9,335] 71,458 895995 11,01,367] 9,05330, 1178825
441817 1660042 384541 565,447 8,206,358 2225489
245190 19,694908] ' 7,19,597] 691,778 9,64,796 96,61,276
3029830 170,543 1643201| 29,34,023 196,184 46,6456
407,831 2249442 248931 4,976,804 6,56,762 97,26,246

20,01,310;

!

161,148 883920 10,77,116] 22,76,407 12,38,264} 31,60,336
125,503 551,405 11,66,652! 14,449,905 12,92,152i

2,12,173' 80,11,310 12,93,210 13,63,709] 15,05,383 43,775,019

87,832 7,56,994] 29,09,825 99,08,636; 29,97,657 36,65,630
‘ 73,364| 529,356 12,36,369 18,27,626f 13,09,733 .‘23,56,982!

.| 82,04,119

1,93,57,471] 2,35,57,816 2 56,62,427| 2,67,61,935| 4,50,19,898

\




4 Proceedings of the Madras Gmmmm;www
H >
Jor the month of November 1859 “ .Dpa? tment
Statement shewing the extent and asséssment of culturadle ] e
: able lands in the oy,
. ral
Deduct holding o A
g or land in occupatign :
Pation in Fus]
y 1267,
Irrigated T
gated. Unirrigated, T
Districts. T Total.
-\
N \
Extent, |A
. ssessment.; xtent, Assessment Extent, |A
' ent. 1Assessment.
8 9 10 | o —_—
SR 1 " ,
Rupees.
1!Ganjam (a) 1,17,159 - fopees R
ST N e e ! 219 313l964‘0 1,02,680 1 70 274 upees.
2|Vizagapatam... ... TR A19.83
izagapatam | 13671 1 19.9% 1,750 o o 19,839 501,914
3/Raj 4 g T
RaJallmt{ndry.,.... 1,46,190 625,136  1,84,046 19508 25,423 1,59,796
4 . 31450 o
Masulipatam (3)....; 1,39,509 392,618 4,30,458 01500 3,30,236 13,37,444
5/Guntoor... v..eeeee.. L A4 UL 509,96
Nellore... cuveenneee. ! : TR 8,95,
AN 660507 80185 g1san . 167 agen
7/Cuddapah.... .ove... 96,251 T 4554 75,7
i P N 922,105 12,67,630) 1y 17952 13 68/ 12,75,794
ellary.....oocut 7 o 6
) y BT ra518 18,50,006 1569 233 A #0005
Kurnool (¢)......... 7 o 19,57,753
. 3 [N 9
Chingleput.......... 2,03,487 925,158 1,238,706 199 056 525,896 6,069,349
1 7
North Arcot........ 1,80,676 10,22, 552 8,57.999 5080 3,27,283 11,24, 947
12'South Arcot........ 1 Sl I ‘
outh Arco 23437 15,0798 709,500 15 oo 38,668 15,25 795
13| Tanjor 7 e
Tanjore (€)...cvuuees 3,771,127 19,03,569 1L34g1gl o s 9,96,969! 29,14,492
\ . e ! P 140, 26
14 Trlchmopoly ........ ],09,954' 6,91’259 4,77,463 9 34 ] 5’11,446 21,22,395
15 Madura.. soos veee... 92,3 ' RS g,
) 16 4"19,690 5’47’915 7 37 09‘- 17,417 16,26’041.
16 Tinnev ’ T
)I’Tmne‘ elly (¢)...... 1,33,083{ 20,88,01 586367 5 oLc 6,40,23] 11,56,785
17|Coimbatore... ... ’ 00 ;
{|vormbatore | 754 615,630 15,36,270| 18,66,400 7’19',4‘5 0T
18Salem. ....... .. 60,383 . U 16h '
80 4"38,173 8,4«0’304‘ 12 36 400 9 ,8]2 25,42,090
IV, T :00,6 ~
Total...| 11,8 T — | 31 16,714,573
otal...| 11,87,010'1,37,8¢ T
| T8225911,20,20,592 140,99 300]15,07 600l - .
s02, 7,()02‘2,87’04,,545
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departiment, 5

for the month of November 1859.

s

districts of the Madras Presidency at the absolute disposal of Government.

Remaining waste or culturable land at the absolute disposal of
Government.
Irrigated. | Unirrigated. Total,
- I Remarks:
LExtent. |Assessment. Extent, |Asscssment. Extent. |Assessment.
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Rupees Rupees. Rupecs. |[(2) Inthe satement recelved
. total ayacut extent was given.
7,097 18,514 5.364 9,506 12,461 28,020 Its assessment was calculated
’ ’ R 2 ' R on the ?verage rate of assess-
~y/men cultivation, and
1’714 22’04'1 " 1,386 ' 8’22 3’100 30,‘-"0;:?\2 ;:te::.l:ndu ;gra:nmnentanof
i : ’ ‘ jthe iirigated and unirrigatgd
. ot or - . d ined by
s4,743| 43,802 137,516 129,667 L7229 13469 MO S ol elding.
1,26,862] 3,42,932 91329 37,5221 2,21,191 3;80,474} (b) The assessment
* on the ayacut was
"12,676 73,554  4.67.098 6,60,018] 4,79,77 7,34,502 calculated by propor-
T tion to the cultivation,
55162, 4,685,809 52,050 400,658 417221} 9,19,467
4~5,726; 3,23,180, 2491,021 13,'95,025 25,36,747 17,13,205]
69,265I 576,283 33,80,555 ©6,84,503 34,58,820! 12,60,786‘
2,939 25,688 g7g.475 4,83,788 3,79,43 14\ 5,090,476, (c) Theayacutassess-
’ i e ment was calculated
9,38,330, 7,314,881 260,745 3,606,358  4,99,075! 11,01,242 with  reference to the
| S : . average rate of assess-
61,523. 9,46,946! 361,610 1,88,537] 4,26,128; 11,35,483 ment on the cultivation
t | of Fusly 1266.
68,609 3,32,575l 8,80,606| 117,499 9,49,215 17,50,074 -
| .
30’701i 345,873 114,612 2,57,078] 1,45,316) 6,03,851)
21,191i ],92,67()“ 5,99,653 1341622 6,20,847] 15,334,292
3,317:l 133,715 cas600 710,810 6,51,921 8,44,52" ‘
79,000  9,23,219.  7,06,813, 8,62,040| 7,835,933 17,85,268“
12,290‘; 81,364 13,73,555 10,42,176i 13,85,8%51 11,23,5*@‘
12,989 o183 396057 5912 4,09,046  6,82,409

55,75,232 1,15,37,221 1,07,40,121

1

1,35,54,333 1,63,15,353

e

1

(Signed) W. IIUDLESTON, 4cting Secretary.
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6  DProceedings of the Madras Govern;nent R
Jor the montk of Novemb,er 6121

e

enue Departm
859, paranent, .

Ordered in consequence that
g the following lett
g letter be despatched

No. 28. © From J. D. BOURD
(o the Seerotary to the Glia’L-ON, Esq., Secretary to Gove
emment of India; dated 2nd Novampes ors o 020%88
R ovember 1859, N g
April 1859, N s No. 1490, -
» NO, 844, 1 .
copy of a letter from tham directed to transmit

Wi'th referEfnce to your letter of the 27th
for the information of the Government of India
td

this Presidency, with a Sta
tement shewing tl ¢
e, Tho sentents of the Statoment a{;ty olz e)fltlent of culturable waste}i%;d of Revenue at
on as strictly a ate ; . Wil observe § oo in e
y accurate ; but they may safely be regardeq :ln tlfl;ig Board's lettey canngltlbcollec-
1 S su Cientlv 2 e relied

poses.
so for al] .
0
2. The total extent of culturable waste land ; , Practical pur-
s

point out that only a limited part of this large extent ; given at 13,554,333 acres
s .

the remainder being subject to certain established and at the-abso]
; recognized
o

nities, Only a very small i
proportion of th
purposes of European settlers, ® whole slso

Bt T am to

S am t

rit; disposal of Grovernmento

el E"gdtsl of the village commu’

ke | . ‘ garded as at all gyiteq ¢ h-

be giv pect to tlf’ terms on which lands at the g; . =
given to settlers, I am directed to refer the Gov e g

ernment

Government dated August 5th 1859, No. 1053, of India o the

be thus taken, and the great importance in the eyeg‘(:)?lderli:ng the sma)
an Lnglish

th ; i ilis of obini
e Governor in Council is of opinion that the .. sh Col
plicable to all land so taken. conditions stateq in

ment may
properl
Proceedings of thiys

; eXtent of land likely to
:;:.St of an absolute tig]e
atorder should pe ap:

e,

N

e ——

CIrcAR AYACUT AFTE

Irrigated.

e

Districts.
Tixtent.
f —
:' 1 2
|
| 1| Ganjam (@ 1,24,236
. 2 | Vizagapatam l 15,385
?4 3 Rajahml.mdry... 1,80,933
' 4 | Masulipatam () 2,66,371}
5 | Guntoor.eeeeres 57,380
| 6 | Nellore...... =« - 1,83,293
7| Caddapah .. .| LALITT
Bellary... ooo oo 1,67,342
Kurnool (¢) .. 9,335
10 | Chingleput 441817
;11 | North Arcot ... 2,45,199
12 | South Arcot ... ‘ 3,02,983

13 | Tanjore (¢) ‘
14 | Trichinopoly i
15 | Madura...... .-
16 | Tinnevelly (¢) -

17 | Coimbatore... ..

e e

SraTEMENT shewing the extent a P E
STATEMENT ShOWIIS 2 e

R DEDUCTING PORUMBOKE AND Ixavus.

4,07,83 KS 22,49,442

1,6 1,14-8'1
1,25,503,

2,1 2,173]
87,832‘\
\

73,364

xd, J. Wright.

32,04,119 1,93,57,471

\

e e e e T

-
Unirrigated, Total. '
S M U
Assessment. Txtent. | Assessmnent. Extegt. Assessu}enff
B |
S | —
3 R 6 1\ T
‘ ,
Rupees.‘i \ Rupees.; Rup\“-
350,158 1,080t} 1,79,730"» 2,32,300 5,29,{&
1,34,317l 13,138\\ 55,719 98,523 1,90,:‘
6,68,038 321,562 841,075 502,495 1510/
7,35,580, 504787 442,087 7,91,158 11,77,
355,013 13,17,561 21,21,476 13,74,041 2476
11,09316] 689,306 1063945 872,689 21,95,
'12,45,285 37,58,660 31,12,977, 39,00,637 43,5s,f i
13,18,661 52490231 2246736 5416578 35,05,
77,458 895,995 1],0!,367‘1 9,05,330 11,731
16,60,042] 3,845 5,65,4&7‘ §,26,358 22,25,
19,69,498!' 710,507 6,91,778 9,676 ~6,61,E
17,30,543" 16,43,201 29,34,023':, 1046184 46,6t
0,48,081 '4,76,8041', 6,56,762 21,26
8,83,020 ' 10,77,116 22,76,4«07* 19,38,264 51,60
551,405 11,606,652 1449909 12,92,152 * 20,01
30,11,310] 12,93,210 13,63,709 15,05,383 4375, |
756,004 20,00,825 29,08,636 20,07,657| 36,65,
5,29,356! 12,36,369, 18,27,026, 13,00,733 23,56??
-
}2,35,57,816! 9,56,62,427] 2,67,61,935| 450,10
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] ' | Rewarst™ o VERI}‘:;;Y:T TUE ABSOLUTE DISPOSAL
, i Devrer notoise op LAND I¥ 0CCURATION ‘IN vusLy 1267. ‘ // ' T~
i - T \—’_\_\—— - |-/ Irriﬁaﬂ‘d’ , Uni"igated. Total.
“‘r Il 1 t 1. T 'ﬂ. 1 A‘ I. 2 7
g ’q: \ rogatec Unirrigated Total. i B /‘/_5/ Tt — REMARKS.
§i T B N |
| . - . ‘ "' \ o ft'i E“Gnt . 2
& 1 | tent- ‘Af'. ! ASSeSsment. Extent. | Assessment. Y
EE ‘t .\ Extent jAssessment, Extent, Assessment, Extent, x\sscssmcnt-E' Exte ; | :
H . ' ' | .
2% [ i - |l - * e
N 1R ) B T
s T T T e— | 1\ 1/ AR - s - 19 .20
i R ¥ ’ 14 '_;\ , - . . N
il o 8 9 . 10 ’ 11 12 y E? ,“:}_1‘3} g‘ "4.«‘: ./‘ 4 S~ » _ e ——
A T ——— —— ——— LS ::— ”"/’\ 5"3.1 A el (e} In the statement recei‘t'f“:
1, ) T o 1 Iy Rupees, pe ‘I ©. Rupees. grom  the C"“““;"w(;:h;;iven. .
- fos. ’ : 2 ) H . e - - . A yacut exten n f
\.ﬁ(‘b' .upLCS. . Rllpces. . ”‘;_B“peej; -~ - /r‘] 5,301- ' 9 506 - 12 1‘61 ; 28’020 ;Dtgais:g;‘l::eu:.:ms c;lecgusl:int::t ‘:)f
B34 LITISY 33164 . s o1 T S IR "8 | the verage rate of assessment of
' i =5 162,680 L0274 219,83 L 30L9IL S s/ e 8,200, 1 (')" #30,270)] the cultivation, B e irrigated
065 16T Ligayg i sf08 20 I g | SO 3100 T 7S0R10 i i e
E ! s it 11,752 47,520 25,428 ~1,59,496| - - o a{; S5 120,667, ¢ 72'259 5 1,98,469] termined by proportion
‘ | . - | <5418, TR 172,259 0 173,409 termine
ff 018 1s46:190‘ OB Lss0 719553 330,236 13,3744 T ) B g o 550,41 (z) The assessment b

567 1,39,509,  3,99644 4.30 4> o - ST 1,26,87 & 4 S 2’21_’191 s e the ayacut was calc tfile
i i o S0.458) 4,04 445 5,069,967 17397:19,3‘ 7~ 16/} 67,00 6,60.945. - ‘4 79,774)"  %,3%,502] o0 by proportion to
e IR R I Ry L S R B Iy L PP e P g et
1 10 - U R R R Fé Aen 167 f() e 4’503658 T4 17,291 ! 9,19,46

261 ],28,131‘ 6 5 . v il - "A-JJ, / 2 . o' e g
. o sy OIS 456468 15,7579 AR I 95,005’ 25,36,747} 17,18,203 .
| leee 96,251 9,970 RO 117980 1960800 ahaogst| A7 8 LT U Pl B s | ‘
~; TR 288, A 9658 o | O8L503 susggenl 12,60,786 /-
3070 98,0770 7493ma - x| A 69,77 + ’ PRt T sgess- o e
1 ,378 18,59,67¢ 10,69,2‘3?5 19,57,753 423!04,611 0959\ 3’76,475‘ 453788 S04t 509,47 6l (c) The ayl*calcllll:teﬁfisth i
AT S K R ; 349 7 LN fggm, ' et oo average ‘
R Vi = OILE9 5o5806 6,69, | 30 b 3egen 11,01,242 roference £0 118 % e
8 203487 o5 ynd C 7 25855 b o o 499,075 11,01,242 1 ot psscssment ot S
I S B9 199089 3oresy 1124247 1,595 | g 183,537 4,9,195 11,395,483, cultivation of Fusly |

; 2706 1,80,676 Q - 64,90~ ' 30y ‘Yoo 91)dy
¥ : 7 10, ‘2,559. 3,567,992 5032411 538068 13,25,793 9! ! 8,80’600! 11y ) 4 !
{0 236314 1897008 goo. | | ol TR Ly A sg0eis! 1m,5007 3
' ’ »92,595 19,16,524, 9,96,969, 29,14,492 F04l s 4-,61 2,57 . “ i
OB LI 1903500 g | OTUE sy | T8 145316 603,851 {

} ¥ 4',319 2’18,826 . 5,11,446‘ 2],2‘2,395 4| ’ ,6031 134 . \
B0 139954 ggp s 4714 | : 21,19 643 16220 620,847 15,34,292
: ’ AT Guranl 1606018 G BT I '
A0 9316 460y g4, | Sl 0 6sloal s a5
o SR IR K17 640,231 11,56,783 oo | "ssg 8,601 | '
019 133,083 20,8809 5,86.3 - 79,0 13, PG00 785933 17,85,268) - !
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. No, 4157.
From .
. W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue.
To : :
7. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, R. D.
S1r,

With reference to the proceedings of the Madras Go-

E y vernment, dated 28th June 1859, R. D., No. 879, communi-
cating copy of the letter from the Government of India, dated 27th Apil 1859, No. 844, and
of its enclosure, together with copy of the despatch from the Secretary of State for India,
dated 31st December 1838, I am directed by the Board of Revepue to submit a statement
compiled from the records of their office shewing the estent and nature of the unoccupied
cultivable land in this Presidency as entered in the public accounts and which may be‘assumed

to be almost absolutely at the disposai of Government,

9. It was at first the intention of the Board to circulate these papers among the Collectors
and require the desired information from them, but as nothing better could be furnished by
them than what is already supplied in their returns of cultivable area, cultivation and waste,
the Board have had the statement prepared from the sources available in their office.

2. The returns from those districts marginally noted, where

i In Con. 29ti1 June 1839, No. 3129. '

_ Ganjam, Kurnqvj. .
izagapatam., éﬁlﬂ;}, . no regular survey has been made, are very defective, and shew only
Masulipatam.”  Titwuevelly, . .
¥ N\, X the extent of waste according to some “mamool” accouats. In.

- T . . .
-3l auch tases M appriximate amount has been calculated as the probable assessment with re-

ference to that borne by the actual cultivation.

4, The main principle observed in the preparation of the statement now submitted, from

which Madras, Malabar, and Canara are omitted, as no definite information is obtainable from
them in their unsurveyed state and peculiar system of land tenures, is as follows.
‘total ayacut or recorded cultivable area in cacn district the Parumboks and Tamm are deducted,
.and from ghe remainder, the extent of land 1n occupation in Fusly 1257 lias been deducted,
What remains has been taken as the extent of waste or cultivable land at tie disposal of Go-
:vetnmept. '

' 5. The entire extent of land thus fou .d is acres 135,51,333 with an estimated assessment
’}of Rupees 163,15,353, at the average rate on the cultivation. Of this the extent of land which
‘might be classed as ¢ wet,” that is irrigated by natural sources or within the influence of
;nrtiﬁcial irrigation, is estimated at acres 20,17,109, and that of unirrizated at acres 115,37,2%4«

6. Most part of this land is scattered over a wide extent ‘of country. There may be here

"aad there compact blocks sufficiently large to form convenient hold ngs or properties, but most

of these would be found ‘to be covered with thick jungles and could not be brought under

cultivation without much labor and capital. The exact extent, present actual condition, and

productive powers of each of such tracts cannot be satisfactorily ascertained without

laborious enquiries, and after all the information so obtained would not be definite and be of
very little use to persons desirous of settling in India for agricultural pukposes.

From the

- 7. The Board are aware that much difference of opmion exists as to how far such lands .
are at the absolute disposal of Government especially in those districts in which the traditional .

s AMirasi” is now recognised. This, however, has certainly ceased to be even asserted -
for years past in many districts, in which, according to tradition, it must have existed at one -
time, and Madras, Chingleput, Tanjore and Tinnevelly may be named as those in which alone -
it is now upheld to any extent, although in all districts, to a legitimate extent the rights of -

the landholders to enjoy in common and free of assessment a certain range of grazing ground, -

and their preferential right to take up lands beyond this extent applied for by non-residents,

is conceded,
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. 8. * Mirasi,” however, undoubtedly.l@q H duties and limits as well as its privileges, and oo o
it may be safely asserted that these last did ot include the right to alienate waste without the ) A .
consent of the Sirkar, or to insist on waste, for which they paid nothine beir, ed . - ( N
, i1t 1 Iv 1d id LY othing, being retained as A
such until they themselves cou Provide tenants for it, whe. might be willing to hold under . ) /r .
them, notwithstanding offers for the land might be made, direct to the Sirkar g . ‘ s
‘The traditional origin of “ Mirasi” ) ‘

Was 1o encourage the reg]
extension of cultivation. It is now of!

. ten pressed into g
» the asserted-right to restrict the latter and to prevent the for

amation of the waste, and the
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9. Whether particular blocks of waste land shall be helq to be absolutely at the di 1 . . : o : . ';’ 5 q oy
» of Government for assignment to the first licant, cannot pe decided 1, ya lle ;sp(;)sa - AN A =
« must be judged by the circumstances of each particular case. G Y a general rule, but , P .. f, o . 4 J:“ ]_
» declared the terms on which land at thejr absolute disposal may b.e Othch‘ment. have already S S //_4 - . P y : ,/‘,' 4 &
10. In conclusion, I am directed to state that the C . ned. ' 4 -, “ - { . P ]
' . ¢ Collectors of Salem, Madura, and Coimba- “ O A
Pro. 14th October 1859.  tore have been directed to state, if they can do so h, t extent of PR (/1 / Jﬁ . Ap e A o .
; . : what exten . : - - . :
' cultivable fand, suiteq for European settlers, may be ’assumed to be at s ¢ C’l , FEPES 2" . P i 2.’
the absolute disposal of Government, withoyt unduly Testricting the limits of t] t - o "(”'& Kl p : . e v
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Fort Saint Gefggg. : have the hgr_lor to be, g e b s . . » i K ;,
14th October 1859, r . g ' gL Yo .. : r
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