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> Proceedings of the Madras Government,

it

. for the month of November 1839. .
J SRS USEURMSUIUNRER e

. WWM~
‘

Read the following letter from J. D. SIM, Esq.; to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq.,

Secretary to Government Revenue Department; dated Kintr 24th October 1859.
1. T have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th Ultimo, calling for my
w before the Legislative’ Council, *for the Licensing of Trades and

No. 23.

opinion on the Bill, no
Professions.”

2, I proceed to state, Dbriefly, my objections to this measure. .

"I. The proposed tax seems to me to be nearly identical in character ‘with the existing

Veesabady and Mohturfa of this Presidency, and, I believe that, in its practical operation, it
“will be attended with the same evils as have led to their, almost universal, condemnation of
those imposts. ~ Itis true that petty traders will be exempt from this tax, but there is the
same scope for official interference, the same inducement to the people to resort to falsehood
and deception. To ascertain the income of every trader, whose net profits exceed £6-12
per annum _will, of itself, bea work of such magnitude, that, bere wut least, it must be en-
trusted, in a great measure, to subordinates, who cannot all be re
will place them above the temptation of misusing their powers. A per
of the Bill will show what these powers are, and also how easily, under color of a strict per-
formance of duty, they may be made the means of oppression and exaction. And eyen if this
- be prevented by a careful selection of the officers entrusted with these powers, those liable to
be taxed under the Act, may be subjected, apparepﬂy with impunity," to serious inconvenien(z? ‘
by any person, who, from enmity, or with a view to exaction, may lay false informations
against them, or may simply make public_their mercantile profits. I believe also that the =
vexatious and inquisitorial character of the tax will react most prejudicially on the rectitude
of the people and that its evasion will come to be regarded as a venial offence.
. 1I. Towever fair it may be in theory, to tax those who do not directly contribute to the
public, the circumstances of this Presidency, render it very impolitic at present to resort toa
tax on trade and industry. The great bulk of the land, held under the Ryotwary tenure, is
subject to aland-tax, which, even under the revised assessment, will absorb two-thirds of its net pro-
duce or profits. Our Exports, consisting almost . entirely of 1aw produce are,” with a few
exceptions, liable to Customs duties whichhave lately been augmented considerably. Our
Imports are similarly taxed, the Salt duty (also recently raised) amounts to 800 per cent. ont the
cost of the article, besides which we have the Abkary,. Stamp duties and various minor items

This list, I think, shows that there is scarccly an article of trade ‘or to which
heavily taxed. Qur maunufactures are extremely

depress them. These considerations lead

munerated on & scale which
usal of Section XI11I.

of revenue.
indastry can be applied, which is not already

limited and additional taxation can only still more
me to the cokclusion, that so far as the commercial and. industrial interests of this Presidency

are concerned, the proposed tax will be injurious; as regards Professions” I do not anticipate

much révenue, except from the servants of Government, whose calaries are already under 1ts

control.
1IL. I think this Government will be placed in an embarrassing position towards the
It has been authoritatively declared that the Mohturfa will be abolished,’
To abolish it, as this Bill does, and iinﬂ the very same enact-
osely resembling it in character ar.ld to all appearance perpetual

people by this Bill.
as soon as circumstances permit.
ment to establish another taX, el
will, I fear, be regarded as a bréach of promise. .

1V. The proposed tax is manifestly very unpopular. Taxation in any shape is doubt-
less unwelcome at all times, but this kind" of opposition ceases where the necessity for money
is made evident and the mode of raising it commends itself to the pub_lic as the rest undgr the
circumstances. ‘The opposition to the present I}ill seems to be characterised by an unfor-

tunate want of confidence in the measures proposed to extricate the State from its difficulties

and in a general feeling that the particular measures contemplated in the Bill are most objec-
this Bill should be dis-

tionable, I donot think it politic that the general feeling against
regarded, especially as in my judgment, its practical working will greatly increase this dis-

satisfaction. ‘ ] :

-

Revenue Department, .

-
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V. The Bill sppears to me open to the further objection that no limit 1s prop
The present Tinancial pressure, SO far ac lcast as the current expenditure of
is I presume only temporary and the taxation resorted to for its
removal should, in my opinion, be temporary also. An assurance to the people that the heavy
burdens to which they have lately been subjected will be removed within some definitc
period would tend to reconcile them to this large increase of taxation. And1 think such a
pledge would be but an act of justice and proper consideration, to the people of this

Presidency, whose steadfast loyalty merits at least this small return.

operahon
admlmstmtlon is coucernf’d

3. Tor the reasons above stated, I am opposed to the Bill in question and shall deeply

regret its being passed into law. In this event, however, I would begto suzgest the following
modxﬁcatlons, viz.—

1. That laying false and vexatious informations before a Licensing officer should be made
punishable in the act itself. Without this I fear that sucha gourse may often be pursued
simply to extort moneys

a

2. That the period allowed for appeal in Section XVI. should be extended to one
month. .

3. That the Stamp duties payable under Section XVIL
a complaint of over- _assessment is held to be true.

should be refunded whenever

4. 'That Section XXL. should be omitted, as going beyond what may be fairly required
for the protection of the revenue.

No. 26. ORDER THEREOXN, 2d November 1839, No. 1489.
Ordered to lie over.
(Signed) J. D. EOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.
[ J
P
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