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"7 Proceedings- of ‘the’” Madras.. Government, Tevenue Department,
L o from 22d to 31st October 1859. ~ ~ e

Y )
-

¢ N
d .
. .

:No,90.  Read the following letter from . HOLLOWAY, Esq., to J. D. BOURDILLON,

. Fsq.; Sccrcgarj' to Government Fort Saint George ;'dated Madras, 25th October 1859.

In acknowledging the reccipt of your letter dated 21th October 1839, I beg with un-

* afected difidence to express my opinion on the Bill for taxing ‘Irades and Professions.: Itis
{.cnrs gince [ held any office in the Recvenue Department, and- I know ncthing

ly of the fiscal state of Malabar; and from absence I am unable to obtain materials
stical infonpa;ion'on the ﬁ_naucial results of such a measure.

- ' .o

“nealy five
experimenta
“for conveying stati
: Y .

11, ‘There can however be no doubt that the produce of such a tax would. be very ‘con-

“siderable. The classes who would be subjected to its operaticn in Malabar are very numerous,

Yénterprising and wealthy. Tt appears to me equally clear that always provided that the mode

of levying sucha tax is unobjectionable, none more cquitable can be proposed. ~This alone

“of all out furancial measures touches the classes who have derived the most benefit from tho

(State, for commaercial presperity is peculiarly the result of peace and security. E

~ . III. Itmightbe supposed therefore that it is my opinion that this Bill should pass; but .
Jin my judgment although the lerying of any tax is cf ‘necessity distasteful to the taxed, ex-
_ perience of "all kinds, historical and otherwise, shows that more grievances result from the mode
- of levying than from the tax itself. I sec tharefore with very considerable alarm that itis
. propcsed to enact a Bill taxing nearly all classes without any definite machinery by which it
If itis supposed-thata Collector and his subordinates will be able to cheek:
- . the frightfal oppression, corruption and incquality which will result from the necessary delega-
A’ tion of the puwers of this Act to Native Rev‘cnue olp:crs, Adthikirics, Menonsand others | can
~only say that theidea ismost utopian. Of necessity the powers given are enormous, and of
Jike necessity the very flexibility of the question of the extent of « man's income will render it
. zhinost impo
L+ cuofairness. [t will be said that this is a mere question of detail, but I submit that this detail
* . is in questions of taxation of vital consequencz; and 1 am satisfied that until an apt machinery
+ Jvo be definitely stated is found for the working of:this Act it should not be allowed to pass into

-3 to be worked.

. will eventually be found the best mods of workinz out such a tax as this. -In point -of
"Xnowledgze it would be’ most -eflicient always. provided that its integrity and impartiality are
- yeeured. I own that I can see no other possible modz of solution. I do not believe that a result
*. approaching the truth will bz found by the examination of witnesses; and as regards books, 1
. have no doubt whatever that when examined with .a view to taxation the books will be found
" to exhibit aa uniform loss. At the best the amount payable will be fixed empirically and the
 legislature can only strivo to lcave as little as possible to the chances of crror. The radical
i defect of this Bill is that except as an obscure hint in Section XI. it does nothing of the kind.

\ .
put very forcibly at the recent Madras mecting was the exclusion of

... " _IV. Onc objection | : s me
f State cxpediency have no doubt in this inatter overruled natural

" fundholders. Questions 0

s equity. e
e« V.o As tothe publicity to be given to the in
posed to the Eaglish procceding on the subject, T do not think that the objection applies very
ot strongly to the case of Native tradres. They care .llltlc :}bout their afluirs being published ;
¢ their pecuniary affairs form a topic of conversation with the merest stranger. It is certain
-." however tliat this forms a very marked objection in the mind of an European, and itis well worthy
« of the attention of the legislature. Itis 1 conceive quite possibie to surmount this objection
% in their ease. . I am unable to see the cquity of a le;sistation which of necessity adapts the same

' rigid system to different classes. J ' 3
.". but that object can often, and as I believe 1n this case, only be attained by varying the means.

i1l be found in detcrmining whether those whose

ST VLT think that considerable difficulty w C
aders within the meaning of this Act or not.

S profit, will place them in classes 16 and 17, are tr
2 The sclles of fruit, Apums, sweetmeat
<+, better meet the case of such persons. ~ The real objes
" . taxes was the arbitrary mode of levying. .
_* magnify the evils found in them.

tion to the Moturpha and its kindred

. VII. - While no novelty, and especially one whicl
-+ » without somcC risk from an inflammable - population,
“v.¢ peal danger if the rational cause of determining upon an

* passing of this enactment.

[ d6 not believe that there will be any
iadequate machiuery precedes the

.“

ssitle to bring home to the offending Revenue officer even the most glaring acts ‘of -

s will- fall within them. A house tax would .Ecrhaps '

.

“ilaw. DProbably some modification of the Punchayet systemn, under very carcful supervision, .

comes of the taxpayer, and which - is so op- -

There should be uniformity in the object ofall legislation,

“Tae Bill passed as it now stands will multiply and .

\ touches the pocket, can”bo introduced
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1’7 occedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, { . ce e s
Srom 22d to 31st October ]809 : ' c/;, e e Lo, /)z o rinsread //:/ - (’"’/C- .
T e e e e e e A S 2 e e et A e At e e e e e - ’ - * / . P
VIII. I must apologize for the necessary imperfection and probable crudity of these 8 ’ S .
views upon a subject to which my attentioa has never bccn specially turncd - J SN RN
£ T s . . _
' - > Loz
No. 91. OrpER TUEREON, 20th October 1839, No. 1469, . - 7 - ' ’ tc e 'é// (/ et 7 ‘/?;T ;
. : 'v_ <4 < Yd /ﬂ Py ( 24 r? ‘ ‘//( / . ‘
Ordered to lie over. ) v ‘ - / Lo /“7 i
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