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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,” |
' from 22d to 3lst October 1859, : : Ll
No. 47. Read the following letter from W. FISHER, Esq., Collector of éana | J
N0, o ’ . R D
e e O Bag:, Secretary to Goverament, Fort St. Gearge, dated M o aiore, |
17th October 1839, No. 47. : ' feorge, dated Mangalore,

" 1 have the honor to acknowledge your letter, No. 1292, dated 24th September 185 |
submit my opinion on the Bill for the licensing of Trades and Professions, r?o\vmbe?;rc :)}?e; E‘::gig

lative Council.
o |t certainly provides for

L -

' taxing a class of people, who have not hitherto contributed
directly to the income of the .Sla.te,but it appears to me that industry is taxed under circumstances
which will render the apportioning of the impost a most difficult and probably an expensive un-

dertaking, whilst it cannot but be observed, that funded and house property oa which a tax could - >

" be levied without much trouble or expensc has been omitted in arrangiog this scheme for replen-

' ishing the public purse. o
i 3. ‘The proposed tax must prove unpopular, as the Agents of Government have to learn

not only the extent of ea.clx man's dealings, but his actual profits thereon, and this will involve -
an inquisitoriﬂl examination and open exposure of every man's affairs, that must prove irritating
to a degree. ‘ ' : _
4. No Native has any idea of the duty of coatributing to the resources of the Government Lo
from whicli he reccives protection, and merely considers that taxes are imposed according to the g !
pleasure and power of Government, and that his business is to'avoid them. Ience such an en- N |
" : quiry as must be made under this Act will open a wide door to corrupt practices, and will stir up '
T all sorts of ill-feeling between man and man. : :
o o 5. The provisions of this Act appear to me to be cumbersome to an exteat which would
L , seriously impede its working, and render an annual settlement, a matter of the greatest difficulty. .
D . G. To determine the classin w ‘

. hich a man is to be placed, the Collector must have recourse
to his fellow tradesmen and neighbours for information; and can only reach them through various
agencics, as all enquiry must be local.

P _ 7. 1is work would be enormously increased by his being obliged to scttle each case on its
! * recorded merits, (for there is an appeal) whilst an amount of extra labour which they are quite
SR T unequal to, would be thrown on the Itevenue establishments.  Some ditficulties may, I think, be -
AT e avoided, by going at once to the source of information which under the Act the Collector must
approach indirectly. : ’ . .
' 8. The entrics in cach man's Schedule might be examined, allowed or rcjected by those best
the Collector when satisfied acting on their recommendation. .

informed as to his circumstances,

- . 9. The Schedules of all considered liable to this tax in each talook, town, or parish, having
. been received, the value of each entry could be determined by the tax- payers at a meeting to be
beld on a speciﬁcd date at the Cusbah of each Talook. - :
S : 10. The only objection which I see to this course, and I hope it is not fatal to its success, .
o o is that the sum to be paid by the commanity at large not being fixed beforehand, there might be S
S ' some hestitation on the part of the Assessors, but as the Schedules would be presented singly for '

! consideration, and Assessors would not have the means of knowing in what order they would be
placed before them, cach must, to a certain extent stand or fall according to its merits or demerits.
g 1. Itis compz}ralivcly casy to ascertain a man's position, and the extent of his dealings,
but where a large majority of the tax payers kecp no books, and are themselves unable perhaps !
. " even to read, it will be impossible to determine the amount of their annual net profits. - . '
L : 12. ‘The tax must really be imposed on estimated, not on ascertained wealth, but this would .
o ‘ : not be objectionable in nauve eyes, and a tax so levied is more likely to be fairly apportioned by
ot o the tax payers themselves than by any one else. T . ) :
' 15. ‘The Bill has the appearance of being drawn up with reference to the circumstances of

large and Semi-Euro eanised Indian Communi.ties, and its provisions are hardly suitable to an o
- agricu]turnl District like Canara, where wealth is not so much in the hands of the merchants and Ly

‘ g : shopkecpers, as in those of the Jand owners.  * .
VT . 14. The surplus income ‘of this class is, to a considerable extent, employed (wHen desirable
Jand investments are not in view) in what may be termed pawn-broking, or a crude kind of Co

S banking, but I doubt whether the Act could be brought to bear on this trade, in which all, high -
. - and low, rich and poor are more or less concerned ; as no accounts are kept and these dealings are
necessarily of a private character, valuable :security in the shape of precious stones or gold orna-
ments being deposited by borrowers. ‘ S : ’
. - 15. - The special licensing of pawn-brokers as in England would not only returna considera-’
. . ble revenue, but would give the new Police useful allies, and by creating regular establishments

for carrying on this business might Jead to the future introduction of a Banking system, on¢ 0
the great wants of the country. '
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AP : : Ordercd to lic over. .

e ~ (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLOY, o
Secretary {o Gotvernment. : -
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