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of the Madras Government, Revenus. Department,

M‘-——.“’
- Proceedings |
o from 5th ip 213t October 1859

e

I;'o.’ 130. Rcad the following Jetter From IL. NEWILL, Esq., Director of Revenue Settle-
. ment; toJ. D. BOURDILLO.\', Lsq., Secretary to Go'vemment, Fort Saint Georges

datcd Madras, 18th October 1839, No. 899..

~ lhave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 24th ultimo, calling for my
opinion of the provisions of the « Bill for the licensing of Trades and Professions”’ now before

~.tho Legislative Council. : .
o,  The licensing of T.radcs' and Professions will T consider be unpopular among the
hie peoples who will not comprehiend its objccts,,\vhilc the mode proposcd for carry-

ing out the sane, is still more objectionablc. and in a great ineasure I think impracti able. It
scens pmqtica\ly impossible for the Collector 10 fairly apportion the tax on each individual
¢ “according to his income of profits, and on attempting to do so, even with the ¢id

* 1jable to 1t come ‘ .
of - Punchayets, he will be actingin direct interfevence with private conceins, and in direct
. antagonisin t0 vach individual. . i he public exposure of the classes 1n which persons are rated,

and consequently of the amount of their income of profits, will be as intolerable to the Native

as to the _English mind. ) . .
‘5. The rcal object of the Bill is to tax the profits of Trades and Professions, and to
seure ‘this 1 consider it is far better to proceed upon the basis already cexisting in this Pre-

, and Regulation V. of 1832, regarding ‘he Veesabuddy and

sidency in Jiegulation V. of 1818 i

Moturpha taxes. The - former, it 1s truc, applies only to the “two Ceded Districts, - but the
practics of - the division of the tax \yhct}wr called Veesabuddy or Moturpha, according to the
loaging to the former, - exists 16 othicrs also. If the provisions of these Regulations
clude all the classes contemplated in the present Bill, the main object

usages of the country
d other evils, which

masscs of t

_ process be
were cxpanded $9 39 to in ¢
would bz secured, and the measure would thus ben accordance with the

-and the feclings of "the peoples without the irritatien, misapprehension an

wouid be causcd by the proposed new measutc. ST o '

+ 4. Onc cminent advantage ,of—making.thc existing system of the Veesabuddy and Mo-
turpha taxes’ (Le basis of the new measure is, that instead of bringing the’ Collector in” direct

- antagonism with each individual to be taxed, it leaves the amount of tax for each village to be
,apporliuned by the people amons themselves, and this share in the process of taxation of.

-, themselves must be far more satisfactory to them, and will go far to reconcile them to the tax

itself. - . o . _ A
5.° What [ have said above relates to tho masses of the people in the Provinces. There

to persons in reccipt of salaries direct from Government being taxed by

centage of the same at the time of - payment, while again’
antile Finns, and other circumstances differing

siems no objection
the easy process of dlcducting a per

in-large - towns where there are wealthy Merc
inaterinlly from those ~vhich generaily existan the Provinces, the most - suitable means of ap- -
_ plying the taX nay probably be through some such method as is employed in determining the

Jncome tax 1P Sagland. “There seeins ho sound rcason also why tunded property should be:
"exempted from the burden; and if a moderate tax were extended also to the Zemindars and B
“YProprietors in this Presidsney, it might be levied without much difficulty, though it would be
manifestly untair in the highest degree to place such a ‘burden upon the -loyal landholders in
this Presidency, if those in the Provinces \which haveshared in the mutiny are allowed to

. -escape. s e . A ST . i
.o 6. In shert, the tax should be 'pu;_fnrward ostensibly ‘as an " Income taz, and made to
embrace all classes, caro being taken to accommodate the process of its a plicalion.to the
. public state of mind, and customs prcva\hpg among the numerous and varie communities of

~ the country. -

—— —————

No, 13_l.' .- : .:Oknci.'r‘xmgx_:qs.' 20th 9ct§ber,1859,No.'.l42-0. ‘

ced Ordered to lic over. ™

ﬂ" L (Signed) .J_.'D;'BOUnblLLQN,
. '/(, S , BRI '/ .o i . Secretary to qovcrnmnt.

.
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