I VI .' ‘ - = Y

as

PRIRY

flded ot oughly handied




*~'\: PG -.\'

- SR

v i’roczedin_f]s of the Madras Governm:nt, Revenue Department,
| from 5th to 21st Octuber 1859.

——

i =
’

No. 122. - . Read the following letter from W. GREY, Esq., Sccretary to the Government of
" "India; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint
dated Fort William, the 20th September 1859, No. 1886.

Geoige;
I am directed by the Governor General.in Council, with reference to Nos. 17 and 18 of the
"Proceedings of the Government of Madras, in the Revenue Dcpgrlm\ent from 30th July to 5Eh
August, to request that ynu-\fxll, with lhc. permission of His Excellency t!u.:'Governor in
Council, submit a report explaining more partncularly' the grounds. for the abolition oi: certain
fees heretofore paid to the Curnums, the effect of which measure it appears may be to increase
the charges of Government, and I am to request that any further steps which may be thought
desirable by the Gosernmeat of Madras in thc matter may not be taken without the know. ol

dge and approval of this Government.

le

— ———

Ordered in conscquence that the following letter be despatched.

No. 123. "From J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq, Sccretary to Government, Fort St. George ;
to the Secretary to the Government of India, dated 18th October 1859, No. 1416.

I am directed to acknowledge your letter of the 20th September, No. 188G, rcferring to the
abolition of certain fees by an order of this Government.

2. Iamdirccted tostate in reply that the whole case is set forth in the letter from the Board
of Revenuo dated July 16th 1859, recorded in the Proceedings quoted in your letter; and this-
Government is not aware what further facts can be given. The following remarks, however
may serve to explain the case. The exaction of fees from weavers, in addition to the Muh-
tarafa tax levied upon them, as a means of providing for the cost of that tax, is an abuse and an
" extortion, as stated in the order of this Government in the case ; which could hardly have failed
to be abolished as soon as brought to notice. . I'he practice of forcing ‘he payers of a tax thus
to pay also for the collecticn of it, is one unrecognized by any financial principle ; it is opposed
to the usual course followed in the case of the Muhterafa tax itself, and is unauthotized by law.
It orizinated probably inthe order of some former Collectors of Guntar. The usual course, where
the Mubtarafa revenue is large, and the general Revenue Establishment of the village in- t
sufficient for its collection, is to allow a per centage from the amount of the tax, as now ordered
in the present case. , ' o ‘ ’
3. The exaction of any fec at all, abore the amount of the authorized tax, is an extortion; ‘!
but in the particular case which led to the matter being brought before Government, the extra :
and unauthorized demand amounted to above twelve per cent. on the lawful tax. A large por- i
tion of the amount so raised, though imposed nominaﬂyfor the payment of Karnams, was paid
in fact to persons performing vo duty at all; while the remainder was employed in paying
double the number of Karnams really necessary for the work in the village. {
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