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Proceedings of the Madras Government,: Revenue I)cpay tmcn/
from 5th to 21st October 1859.
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No. 109. Read the following ]ctter from W (xllI Y Esq., Secrctar) to the Government
of India; to J.'D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Madras
dated Fort Willi am, 7th ()cwbcr 1839, No. 2056, ’

With reference to the lc_tters no:cd in the margin, I am directed by the Governor Gcneral -
in Couucil to forward the accompanying copy of a com- .
0. 519, dated 18th March 1859.  munication® from the Government of Bengal,. with 1ts .
»1030, 20th May ”» enclosures, and to state that if the Madras - Government is )
not in a posmon at present; to rnpor.. genera.ly upon the _ :
* Daled "an September, No. 2307. Abkaree system of the Madras Presidency, and the means
which _may seem ‘available for bringing the consumpuon of
spmtuous liquors gencral]y under stricter - ld’(d!wn the *Governor General in Couucil would : -
wish to be furnished mth an carly and separate report on the practice which obtains in Madras .
with respect to the taxing of spirits xnmufacmrcd by the European .process of distillation, and | '
to be informed of the view entertained by . His Excellency .in Council of the expediency of
placing upon that 1nanufacture a tax cqual to the tax lmposed by the new Tariff on spirits
xnpom.d by sca. o : . - i &
~In Bengal, I am directed to obscrve, the duty upon spirits manufacturcd by. tho -

“European method"is at present fixed by lawt at one Ru- Y
1 /!d XY/ (JlboG ‘Section 7. pee the Imperial Gailon. It js thercforc very desirable that R &
no time should be lost, after the re. assembling of the Legis- I
lative Council next-month, in passing a Bill to amend the law, and unless, so far as Madras -

or ‘Bombay is concerned, there aro any' spec cial circumstances that can be reasonably urged
against the opinion intimated by the Licutenant Governor of Bengal, that the duty upon
this class of spirits should be the same in all parts of India, the Governor General in Council
would propose that a general law should be passed, applicable to all the Presidencies.  For this
reason, ['am instructed to request that an early reply may be made to this communication.

.

' Trom E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esq., Officiating Sccretary to the Government of Bcnf'.al
the Sceretary to the Government of India, Home- Departmcnt, dated Fort Wzllwn,
the 22ud September 1859, \'o. 2307. : :

PNES Aaege
h"

No. 8206, dated 25th April 1850. I am dirccted to acknowledge' the receipt of '

1018, dated 20th May 1859. . _your letters noted on the margin, and to state -

1124, dated 1st  June 1839. . that the Lieutenant-Governor regrets the delay L:

1717, dated 2nd  September 1859. that has occurred which was caused by the papers b
., 1718, duled 2nd September 1859, of the case being inadvertently overlooked during

o his late tour. - .

o ‘Tlhe Licutcnant Governor now submits for the. information of the Supreme Govern-
_ . . . ment a copy of the correspondence jnoted on the
Lelter from the Officialing Junior Secre- margin, and desires me to state that as to the ques-
tary to the ‘Buard of Reveaue, to the tion of the duty to be imposed on Rum and all
S‘cuc(ur_/ to the Governmens of Bengal, other Spirits distilled in India ‘by the European
No. 188, dated the 13th May 1839, method, he differs from the Board of Revenue, and
Government to Board, No. 1193, dated recommends that.the duty’ on such  Spirits be -

*16th May 1859. ) . equalized with the duty now levied on iwported b
Board to Gocernment, No. 996, dated Spirits, which is Rupees '3 per Imperial Gallon at ' <
15¢th July 1859, - ‘Tondon proof. This would increase the duty on f u

' ~ "Bengal Rum by Rupees 2 a gallon. But if such

a change is made, he thinks it should be universal, as it would not be fair to tax Bengal [
Spirits more than the same class of Spirits made at Bombay or Madras. . \

3 'The Board were originally of opm)on that the rise to be now made in the duty on
Bengal Rum, should be proporuonal to the rise lately made in the duty on imported Spirits,
rancly double; and that as the duty on imported Spirits had been raised from Rupees 1-8
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Rervenue Departinent,
JSrom 5th to 21st October 1859.

to Rupees 3 a gallon, the duty on Bengal Rum should be raised from Rupee 1 only to Ru-

])ccsf% a gallon. The effect of this would be to double the positive amount of the differeatial

duty nt.fuvox: of the Home manufacture, by increasing it from § annas to 1 Rupee a galion.

After discussion the Board have now so far modified their original view, as to propose that

the duty on Bcnga.l Rum. be raised from 1| Rupee to Rupces 2.t a gallon, which would

11\.;::wt}:i:ﬁ;:cf:r;ns;c;s;{lfaStlrl:uplositivf: amount of the .diﬁ‘ereulial duty in favor of the
c¢h again, namely from eight to twelve annas.-

' +. T'or reasons which will be pereeptible from the letter to the Board of Revenue
No. ?193; (!atcd the 1G:h May last, the Licutenant-Governor cannot admit the sounduess even,
of this mo._dlﬁcd view, e thinks that no good reason is assizned for proposing any increase
whatever in the positive amount of differential duty herelofor: in force in favorgof fhc Home
:‘:)wufaﬂulflc; and that as the old duty on imported Spirits has beea raised by 1 Rupee 8
.“.ont;alslabga on, to raise .lhe olt! duty on Bcnga} Rum bx any thing less than 1 Rupee 8 annas

ould be a measure wholly indefensible. It would be to introduce a new protective duty
without a reason, or the semblance of 3 reason for such a backward ste I
5. But the Licut.-Governor is further of op -

. \ inion, that so far from i i w
protective duty, the opportunity ought to be gladly s ’ o cing 3 B¢

cized of getting rid of the existing one.

ol which i outd e omn 9% the genersl arguments in favor of the system of fes
Board’s own letter ; perfluous to enter upon. here, and the Lieut.-Governor refers to the
s own le ter 1n proof of the fact, that there js nothing in the present case t rt an
exception that can be taken on special grounds. The argur;em i B % ofsl;)PP;; d?;
letter, No. 206, dated the 15th July last, is nothing but the argtsmc:t i}r)n favo: o: :rot:::ive

duties generally in all its nakedness. A di i
. ifferential i issi
that it will be of no advantage to the Revenue e g ypported, under the admision

\Vi“ be promoted b the artiﬁcial st u f b b dd ona ndll 8-
Y “mul stoa Home manutla e i .S it i
g : cture; w a
sion that lhe artlcle to be el.coul’ao'ed is Of inf : . Ntalet o l ’

s:on th. : etior quality to i i

1t is said to have difliculty in competing with jt, A8y to the article to be discouraged, for
7. The ing i '

Rum‘to Gove:\:(;:ltng n I;:"agraph 11, of the same letter, respecting the cost of Commissariat

wond Lo soerame ‘;nf:auy de rggal:ded as one ‘of those make-weight arguments which when
' PP ound principle need no refutation. The Commissariat should get the

most wholcsome Rum at lllc chca S 1 1 n
est price : 1
of free trade in Rum. pest p possible ; and this can only be done under a syster

8. T i o : .
e In;«;‘a;gu:rlwnltﬂm paragraph 12 18 no argument in favor of a differential duty on Spirits
e o, 2 by hnc uropean method ; it is an argument in favor of reducing the duty on
uch Spirits, whether imported or made at home. The object here io view scems to be a

good one ; but it is to be attained by an incre
; . ase of the duty on Cou -
organized Abkaree system than now exjsts rather than ) e

most unobjectionable items of Revenue we have,

9. The Governor-General in Council will see, that the I

::::]l:?rc:c:d;:i‘:s:h t'l;]:‘ellilrfle t}.? discussion of the qutjsll.oll of increasing the Abkaree duty on

Y spirit Ject 18 to convert the Abkaree Revenue universally into a system
of taxing .spmts at so much a gallon, by enforcing everywhere the system of Su(-lydcr Distii)lcrics
under excise supervision; and to raise the tax on these spirits, if possible, to an equality with
the tax on the good spirits manufactured by the Luropean methods, due a{]owanceqbein ymade
of. course for the relative strength of the two classes of spirits, which are the chanﬂfs. the
Licutenant-Governor understands, to be recommended generally in Mr, Secretary ﬁcadon's
letter of the I8th March last. "The result will be communicated hereafter; but as the question
of country epiri?s with the question of the Gunjah duty is not matured, and as a new law is
nat ncccssary.in <.>r(§cr to enable the Executive Government to introduce the desired changes
:r:s::nga(;d t? it, itis unnecessary to coter upon it in this answer. Butit may be certainly

¢d even now, that tho full increase of the duty on Doasta in the neighbourhood of

sleutenant-Governor has already

Caleutta now proposed by the Board, riz. a duty of 1 Rupce 4 annas per imperial gallon, may

 be introduced vheuever the excise on Beogal rum shall be raised by law. '

on the ground that thereby internal prosperity -

by any needless sacrifice of onc of the
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* Droceedings of the Madras Government, Ruvenuz Department,
from 5th to 21st October 1859.
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From RIVERS THOMPSON, Esq., Officiating Junior Secrctary to the Beard of Revenue,

Lower Provinces; to the Sccretary to the Government of Bengal ;—(No. 188, - dut2d

the 13th May 1859.)

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt of Government order
No. 1007, dated 26th ultimo, and in reply to state that the Board do not think the duty on
spirits distilled according to the Luropean mcthod can be safely increascd beyond the amcune
proposed by them, viz. two Rupees per imperial gallon. If this duty is not imposed, the
dutics on imported rum will fall off to a great extent, and if a higher duty werc to be fixed,
there would e rcason to fear a'great decrease in the manufacture, and the closing of some

distillerics. 4

2, 'T'he proposition of the Board regarding Elxc duty to be fixed on spirits distilled after
the country mode, only relates toa particular division, and as spirits distilled according to the
country method canuot be made of greater strength than 25 per cent. under London proof,
they think the proposed increase sufficient. I-‘ro.m the Returns which the Board bave received,
up to this date, to a Circular issued by them in- pursuance of Government order No. 690,
dated 22d March, they do not anticipate being able to recommend a general extension of this
duty ; but the consumption of spirits is so great in this part of the country that the check which

will follow this measure will not fail to be beneficial.

No. 110. Orver THEREON, 17th October 1839, No. 1109,

Forwarded to the Board of Revenue with reference to the letters quoted, with a request
that they will be so good as to fuernish an carly report upon the point on which the Govern-
ment of India now require information,

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Gucernment.

"/

A

O el

>
WP IR E N RN

‘...4 ; vv
ARSI RN PR
TR IR LGS TR

t

YT

-
-

i Aalrain




‘ — psp——
————— = crma ottty = e e @
K - - R T o )

3
1
I

.~ No. 2307.

Trom E. II. LUSHINGTON, Esq.,
ofy. Sccrétary.to the G'overnm‘e.:z‘l .q/.' je,,gaz,

| Lo ue SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA, .-

IlodE DEPARTIMENT.

‘Mis. R;i}.. . Fort William, the 22nd :_Seplcmlzef 1859.
Abkarry- : - ‘ | S ‘
. SIR, . 7 N T . A ,
I a3 directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters noted -
on the margin, and to state that the Tieut.-

No. 820, dated 25th April 1859. -

; . . ,

: . 1018, dated 20th May 1859. . ( 1 P
) ) > 1015 At o dane 1850, .Go.»crnor regrets the delay that has occurred
: 1717, dated 2nd Septembcr 1859. “'thh was causcd ])y thc papcrs Of tllc case

”

. 1718, dated 20d Septembur 1859. . .
: being inadvertently overlooked during his late

: - : ‘ to'ur, _ . o | | ‘
; 2. The Licut.-(}ovcmof now submits for the information of the Suprcmd S
i Letter “from the Officiating Junior Govcrnmcnt.a COI)): of t!lc COYFCS[)Qndcncc noted
l | Secretary to the iy wts On the margin, and desires me to state that as
. ;‘i‘iﬁiﬁ“i’é&’. Pt ﬁ?ov?:{\t':cn'}ta;fxl;g& to the question of the duty to be imposed on
mtl‘;,:ézl:';“igz,‘g'f; "°:m "t“j’ d;:‘ gum and all other Spirits distilled in India by
st Joly 188, . the European method, he differs from the
o - Board of Revenue, and recommends that the
pirits be equalized with the duty now levied on’ imported
Rupees 3 per Imperial Gallon at London proof. “This.
would increas¢ the duty on Bengal Rum by Rupees 2 a gallon. But if such

a change is made, he thinks it should be universal, as it would not
.be fair to tax Bengal Spirits more than the same class:of Spirils made at
Bombay or Madras. o S S
3. The Board were originally of opinion that the rise to be now made
in the duty on Bengal Rum, should be proportional to the rise lately made

in the duty on imported - Spirits, namely double; and that as the duty

on imported Spirits had been raised from Rupees 1-8 to Rupees 3 a gallon;’
from Rupee 1 only to Rupees 2

! the duty on Bengal Rum should be raised
a'gallon. The offect of this would be to double the positive amount of -

the diIYcrcntial duty in favor of the Home manufacture, by increasing 1t
; ' from 8 annas to 1 Rupec a gallon.. After discussion the Board have now
‘ so far quiﬁcd their original view, as to propose that the duty on Benzal

duty on such S
. : Spirits,"which'is

' RS —
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Rum be .ra_iscd‘from Rupee 1 to llt-xpccs"?,«i' a gallon, which would have the
effect of increasing the positive amount of the differential duty in favdr of

the Hlome manufacture by half gs much again, namely from cight to twelve
annas, - -

4. For reasons which will be pereeptible from the letter to the Board
of Revenue, No. 1193, dated the 16th May last, the Licutenant-Governor
cannot admit the soundness even of this modifitd view. He thinks that
no  gool “reason is assigned for . |
the positive amount of differential duty heretoforc in. force in favor of
the Hozne manufacture; and that as the old duty on imported Spirits has
been raised by 1 Rupee 8 annas a gallon, to raise the old duty on Bengal
Ll{um by. any thing less than 1 Rupee 8 annas would be a measure wholly
indefensible. It would he to introduce a new protective duty \\.'ifhout a
reason, or the semblance of a reason for such g backward step. -

5. But the Lieut.-Governor 1
Introducing a new protective duty,
of getting rid of the existing one.

3 further of opinion, that so far from
the opportunity ought to be gladly seized

:)hatt lt.hcrc is ndtl}ihg ih"the‘p‘rcseqt csC.to_support any exception that. &in
: (itca \;n on special grounds. Tlg argument in paragraph 10 of the Board's
ctier No. 296, dated the 15t July last, is nothing but the argument in favor

of protective duties generally i all it .
’ s nakedness. i : .
supported, under the admission > A differential duty 1s

nue, or.l"t.l.lc ground that thereby internal prosperity will be promoted by
t.hc artificial stimulus to'a I_I_o'mc }hzinufacture';_~\x‘it}1 this adililliohal admis-
sion that the article to be encouraged is of inferior quality to thc'ar.ti‘c‘lc’.ilog
 ( in competing with it.

7. The reasoning in paragrapl 11, of the same letter, ros ccting the
cost of Commissariat Rum to Government, may be rc"ardcd’as 6Ir)ic f 71.1650
make-weight arguments which when used to support ban “unsound p(;inciplc

nced no refutation. The Commiss;'iriqt should get the most wholesome

Rum at the cheapest price possible; and this can only be done under a
system of free trade in Rurm. T ‘ ‘ R

.8. The arggmen@ In paragraph 12 i3 no argument in favor of a diffes
rential duty on Spirits made in India by the Buropean method ; it is an argﬁ-'

“ment in favor of reducing the duty on all such Spirits, whether imported “or

made at .homc. The objeet here in view, scems to be a good onc; but it is
to be attained by an increase of the duty on Country- Doasta, and a better

I’TOPOSingnhy increase - whatever -in-

.that it will be of no admntagc to the Reve-

Ay

- assumed cven now,

(3)

organized Abkaree system than now exists -rather than by any necdlesé'
sacrifice of one of the most unobjectionable items of Revenue we have.

9. The Governor-General in Council will see, that the Licutenant- °

Governor has already commenced with the Board the discussion of the
question of increasing the Abkarce duty on Country Spirits. The object is

to convert the
Jerics under cxcisc supervision ; and to raise the tax on these Spirits, if

possible, to an.c
the Luropean met
strength of the two
vernor understands,

classes of Spirits, which are the changes, the Licut.-Go;
to be recommended generally in Mr. Sccretary Beadon’s

Jetter of the 18th March last. The result will be communicated hcreafte{;,

but as the question of Country Spirits with the question of the Gunjah duty
) ! at matured, and as a new law is not necessary in order to enable the
is no )

Exccutive Government to introduce the desired changes in regard to it, it is

S ot .
uneersH that the full incrcase.of the duty on Doasta in the

ncighbourbood of Calcutta now proposed by the Board, ziz., a duty of 1

4 annas per '
(lzlx?:sc: on Bengal Rum shall be raised by law.

I have the honor to be,
Sip, . . . e~
Your most obedient Servant, . -

Offg. Secretary tothe Gorernment of Bengal;

A

.[Exd. P. D'Crez.]

Abkarce Revenue universally into a system of taxing Spirits .
at so much a gallon, by enforcing everywhere the system of Sudder Distil-

quality with the tax on the good Spirits manufactured by
hods, duc allowance being made of course for the relative .

R ‘.

o enter upon- it in this answer. DBut it may be certainly -

Imperial Gallon, may be introduced whenever the .
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From Rivens Tioupsos, Esq., Officiating Junior Seccretary to the Board of Revenue, Lower
Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 188, dated the 13th

May 1859.)

SIr,
[ axt directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the

receipt of Government Order No. 1007, dated 26th ultimo, and in rcply to
statc that the Board do not think the duty on spirits distilled according to
the Luropean method can be safely increased be{ond the amount proposed by
them, riz. two Rupces per imperial gallon. Ift not im)

duties on tmported rum will fall off to a great extent, and if a “higher duty
were to be fixed, there would be rcason to fear a great decrease in the manu-

facture, and the closing of some distilleries.
2. The proposition of the Board regarding the duty to be fixed on
ates to a particular division,

spirits distilled after the country mode, only rel
: : g try method cannot be made of

and as spirits distilled according to the coun :
greater strength than 25 per cent under London proof, thC{ think the proposed

increase sufficient.  From the Returns which the Board have received, up to
this date, to a Circular issued by them in pursuance of Government Order No.
v do not anticipate being a

690, dated 22nd March, the; ) clol ,
but the consumption of spirits 13 s great In

rencral extension of this duty; ) ; i
this part of the country that the check which will follow this measure will

not fail to be beneficial.

iis duty is not imposed, the -

ble to recommend a.
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No.2/56.

W. GREY, Esquire,
Secy. to the Gout. of India,
J. D BOURDILLON, EsquIrkg,
o Secy. to the Gott. of J[a(lras.
SIK.

o Dated Fort Willigm, the Tth October-1839.
- HowsDer.  Yy1yt reference to the letters noted in the margin, I am directed

Bep. Bor.
No. §19, dated 18th March 1859, by the Governor Gezeral in Council to forward
» 1030, dated 20th May 1859. .- {lie accompanying copy of a communication®
* Datod s2nd Spteater, Xo- 307, from the Government of Bengal, with its enclo-

- surcs, and to state.that if the Madras Government is not in.a position at -

present to rcport gencrally upon the Abkareo system of the Madras Presidency,

and tho means- which may scem avmlable for bringing the consumption of

spirituous liquors generally under stricter taxahon, thc Governor: General in
Council would wish to be furnished with an early and separate report on the

practico which obtains in Madras with respect to the taxing of spirits manu-

factured by. the Europcan process of distillation, and to bc informed of the

view entertained by His Excellency in Council of the cexpediency of placing
upon that manufacture a tax equal to the tax 1mposcd by tho new Tariff on

spirits imported Dy sca. : .
9. In Bengal, Iam dirccted to observe, tho duty upon spmts manu.
factured by the European method is at present fixed

& Act XXL of 1856, Section 7. b) law® at one Rupce tho Impcrml Gallan. It is there.
fore very desirable that no time should be lost, after the re-assembling of the
Legislative Council next month, in passing a Bill to amend the law, and unless,
s Madras or Bombay is concerned, thcrc arc auy special circumstances
that can be rco.sonably urged against the oplmon intimated by tho Licutenant
Governor of Bengal,.that the duty.upon this class of spirils should be the same
in all parts of India, the Governor General in Council would propose that a
al Jaw should be passed, applicablé to all the Presidencies.  For this reason,

gener.
cIam mstructcd to rcqucst that an carly rcPly may be made to this communi.
- cation. : ‘
I have tbe honor to bc,
SR, ‘
Your most ghedicnt scrvant, .

Exd M, A, Nendes,

«®

.-.a—u.Jy- - lm‘,‘
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Procee(lmgs of the A[m[ras Government Revenue Department,
from 5th to 21st October . 18.)1
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.No, 111 Rcad the following letter from C. PELLY, Esq., Member of the Board of Re- :
yenue ; to T. PYCROIT, Esq., Chief Sccretary to Govemment Fort St. Gcorge, '
dated 10th October 1859, No. 42.

I have the honor to submit a request of

Letler from the Colleclor of Tnchmopoly - the Collector of Trichinopoly to be permitted
_ dated 16th Sept. 1859, para 12.. ) to nominate an Englis Writer on twenty Ru-
A pecs a month instead of a Persian and Hindoo-
. Rs. - stany Moonshee, wlnch latter situation is now
1 Head /Iccounlant.......;....'....:..... 100 vacant, and the ncccssnty for such a servant no
I Deputy B /7 JPUPR PRI ISE G2} longer exists. The whole English Department -
1 THFRlEr cveeunvneneennnnneessssssnsnacee e 40 in Trichinopoly is very weak consisting of 7
1 3 Y TUUUUTTUUORO PO PPPII PP PRRITIED 21 - persons only as per margin, and it is with diffi- . ..
1 D0 oerresesseeeeeneensesandenne s 20 culty that Mur. Bird is able to cary on the work. .
1 Do 17k I have informed Mr. Bird inreply to the rest
1 J'I[ag‘s!/a(c Writer 35 of his letter that the establishments will be re-
—_ ~ wvised by and bye; but in the meantime I beg
" 7 - ‘ . . , ' 296 " to recommend that permission to fill up the
. ' S e vacancy of the deceased Persian Moonshee, by
v ' substituting a writer in heu of a Moonshee on -

;llc same salary, \xz. 20 Rupccs, may be- grantcd...

No. 112. . Orper 'rusnm\, 17th Qctober 1859, No. ll-lO

_Oa the rcco'nmendatxon of Mr. Pelly and pending the result of his enquiry, the Honorable

the Govemor in Council grants permission for the appointment of an Enghsh writer in the place

l, of and on the same salary as the Persian and Hindustance 1\Iunsm on the oﬁ'xce es!abhshmcnt,

of the Collector of I'nchmopoly. o S ) '
o ’ (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

S Secretary to Government.
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