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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue De;)artment,
from 5th to 91s¢t Oclober 1859. )

No. 95.  Read the following letter from C. PELLY, Esq., Member of the Board ‘ve-
ruc; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Sccretary tc; Government ;l?datggrtl-‘gf,_ Ié';;:‘

George, 10th October 1859.

o subinit my opinion on the provisions of the Bill for licensing of

1. I have the honort 7
directed in your lctter No, 1202 of 24th ultimo

Trades and Profcssions, as

9, The Bill is virtually a 3 per cent. Income tax. It taxcs every one carrving o ad
or profession, whose net profits or gain exceed 3t Rupees, but cxcml)ns ::ll lotl'cmn 03 e 3
artizans and also all artificars or workmen for hire. It assesies all persons lmldl’ r.,tra o (?‘u

or cinployment whoso salary, wages, &C. excecd 100 Rupees per month. g ary OTHCE

5. There will no Joubt be very considerable difliculty in ascertainine the net profi )
dividuals engaged in trade or business, but I believe the difiiculty ma be s o plf} is of in-
tax levied. Butit will exempt many a poot artizan who now pays t‘a);cs ::l{"‘]ﬁun‘c , and the -
ow cxceed 5} Rupees, to say rothing of the difficulty of definina ‘:h“":fcet'i’;‘c(‘)‘r‘::’;‘sc
o ¢ : .

P T T s il
T I

does not n

4. [Itisin my opinionan ohjectionable fzatuze in the Bill J

’ . . ; €Al ill that these a

men, who with difficulty 'ck.c out a_subsistence for theit families on :;L lglz::;s :gd Shof.
should be assessad, while taoir f:cllow natives drawing salaries of 100, 50 ';‘() at\dplo 1‘2“ m.ont 1
who arc better ofl than the artizans, shoald bz left untaxed. In l"ln—"’l:;ul clorks an[:lcc;,tland
drawing only 120£ or 100£ salary may Le reasonably exempted from the tax 3 but in this COI:;S

try a Native clerk ou 20 Rupzees per month is as well off as a clerk in B
! e in Encland on s
and should be taxed as well as the artizan, o L 100£ a year,

5. In'respect to the \ercartile body of the country gencrally, (I do not Tlede to 1l
Presidency towns), it would hase been well if a provision had beea introduccd‘iutocll y ltjllti
allowing them to 3 great extent to assess themselves individually ; the Government '1ssc;?' ”1 .
District, Talook, er Townin the agaregate, on the principle of the Vccsabu]; ! 'S‘tcm ;1;1211

Ceded Districts of Bellary and Cuddapah. Tt may be urged that there are v d'n;)b om ol e -
fix an aggregaic amount ; but it was done 50 years azo in the Cedad Districts; and tl{c accm‘mtt(; :

of trade cxisting previous to the zbolition of the Land Customs Duties, might still be taken
° ’

and an approximate estimate framed with their assisiance. -

n M T > . M C .
. 6. l.hc Ceded Districts are fortunate in nOW possessing thesa data,” by which the new tax
will be adjusted with considerable facility on the mercantile community, and at thes .
afford a proper relief to them, for it will be only a task of reducing the ;;rcscn; assoss )Jmc {lms
er cent.  The Veesabady of the Ceded Districts was assessed in the acorerate on a.,imng, Y
of 10 per cent. on the profits of trade, and the sum to be paid by (‘ach:\i‘?)di':‘i(‘lual “.1'.'\.1.)”1"0}:10 |
the body of merchants aided by the Government officers.  The Bill now provides ‘fb e ch by . |
per cent. impost, which can therefore be simply adjusted. I may obscrve tlhat the V()r;ol;) T ad ,
tax oa the trading commuaity of the two Districts of Bellary and Cuddapah is aboxotc‘lalc “1( y o
Rupees. Che result of the Bill will thercfore be to reduce this impost ;([) about ]n]lf ;1 ac of
loss being one la(i. Dut this i:‘lb;stjus;t to the merchants of the Ceded Districts‘ W‘::i ;:c(;pgic
i 1y ar heavier tax .an their fellows 3 ! TS . : -
tionately are far h axed than their fellows in other Districts; and with respect to the : ) l
1

.
AT
U

vl

Mohturfa or tax on artizans and professions in the Ceded Districts, there will I conceiv

considerable loss in the present tagation of this class, who are much heavier asscsse ;‘Cfuc bea - - {

lar classes in other districts. ‘They are I believe assassed on the principle of = ber ;é :uan sing-

incomc. ‘Lke whole Mohturfa (including the Veesibady of thz Ceded Distric‘tsl)“'xmon .tor{]' ll:c‘::r

whole Dresidency to about 11 lacs; or) on an averaze, about § lac per l)islric‘t: bl:nqt sBo{l“c

now pays nealy 23 Jacs aind Cuddapah about 1§ lac, together 4 lacs instead of one. Iti el :x.r)' L
xpect that the operation of the new Bill.will effect a loss of frém 2 :.Z t‘;lf;z; Co- E

-, fore reasomble to ¢
of Rupees in these two Districts, whateses increase to the revenue it way produce clsewhere

-

N
‘\‘f_-

*

Saction VIIL 'l'his' Sc:ction w}ﬁch provides that the psrson- licensed, should give notice of .~ .
1 to renew his license 1s not nscessary. The Revenuc officers should renew tl?e. o |l

his intentio
~license at fixed periods.

-

A

Scction IX. Without the aid of the Puanchayet, it will be impossible for the Collector to
assess individuals. I see no valid objection to this mode of settling dizputes as it is so much in

.1, ;
,}‘:.3 | gcc.ordnncc \'-"tt_h native practice acneraily 3 but with the aid of the punchayet and all the other : .
SR stringent m:c.nr:cry .of the Act,_thcrc will b2 much difficulty in making a fair jndividual assess- i
;r.xcut, without the aid derived from fixing an aggregate sum on cach locality, carcfully” calcu- |
ated as the fair amount of assessment of cach particular place.
Seetions XI1I. and XI1IL are ne i '
XII. and XIIL cessary, but the punishment for giving f
better bo ] . are _ at for giving falsc returns had
ctter be made definite, fine or umprisonment, rather than the penalties for pgrjury. : N
3
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- Proceedings of the Madras Govemment Revenue Department,

ot s o g e MR A P A A 3 &SR

Scetion ‘{l‘« There will not be any advantage gained by publishing Lists of asscssiment,
and this Section may be left out, or modi iicd to suit Section XV. which should be retained, I
do uot however participate in the alarm excited on the minds of some by the provisions of Sec-
tion XIV. Ivery one interested in knowing the taxation of his neighbour \nll be uble to find
it out, whethier made public or net, and no incenvenicnce has arisea from the virtual publicity

of tlxc individual tax 1n the Ceded Districts.

No. 96 ORpER THEREON, 15th October 1859, No. 1402.
Ordered to lic over.

(Siancd) T. PYCROET,
Chief Secrelary.
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