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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
from 20th to 26th August 1859.

No. 20. ‘Read the following letter from W. GREY, Esq., Secretary to the Government o £
India; to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint
George ; dated Fort William, the 1st August 1859, No. 1550.

T am directed to transmit, for the consideration of His Excelleacy the Governor in Council,

a copy of the Secretary of State’s Despatch in the
No. 2, dated 8lst December 1858. Revenue Department, noted in the margin, and to

request that the Governor General in Council may be
favored with an early commuuication of the opinions of His Excellency in Council on the
questions discussed in the Despatch. If it should appear to His Excellency in Council desirable
to consult any of the Officers of the Madras Government upon the Despatch, the Governor.
General in Council sees no objection to that course being taken, but the great importance and
difficulty of the questions submitted for consideration would seem to suggest the expediency of
selecting for the purpose a few Officers of mark, rather than of circulating the Despatch for the
opinions of the Officers of the Revenue Department generally.

2. With regard to the instructions which are conveyed in the 4th paragraph of the Des-
patch, and which may be at once acted upon, I am directed to state that those instructions are
not understood by the Governor General in Council as dealing with the question of granting
lands in perpetuity discharged for ever from all demand on account of land revenue, but merely
as directing that, under the existing rules for the grant of waste lands, grantees shall be permit-
ted to commute the annual payments stipulated for under those rules, by a single payment at
the time of receiving possessiomof the grant. The question of disposing of waste lands in per-
petuity, free of all prospective charge of land revenue, is understood to be left for consideration
as a part of the great general question of permitting the land-tax.of India to be redeemed. If
there were any doubt as to this being the correct construction of the orders contained in the
Despatch now forwarded, it would be removed, I am desired to observe, by the tenor of the 4th
paraéraph of Lord Stanley’s subsequent Despatch No. 1, dated the 16th of March, a copy of
which was forwarded to you with my letter No. 844 dated the 27th April. I am to add,
that the Goovernor Geeneral in Council perceives no objection to extending to existing grantees

‘the permission to commute the annual payments for which they have agreed. .

From the Right Honorable Lord STANLEY, Secretary of State for India; to His Excellency
the Right Honorable the Governor General of India in Council; dated London, the

31st December 1858, No. 2.

e

Many applications have been recently addressed to the Court of Directors of the East India
Company and to myself, by persons who, either on behalf of themselves or of Companies which
they propose to establish, are desirous of obtaining grants of unoccupied land for the purpose of
carrying on the cultivation of cotton and of other exportable products for the supply of manu-
facturers in this country. The replies which have been addressed to these apphcatmns ‘have
generally been to the eﬁ'ect that, while the Home Authorities desire to extend all proper R
couragement to the investment of British Capital in the development of the resources of India,
it will be necessary that, in regard to grants of land in any particular localities, the applicants
should place themselves in communication with the authority on the spot. They have been fur-

_ ther informed that if it should appear on enquiry that there is land at the disposal of G vern- i

ment suited for the required purposes, and that the Local Authorities have no obJectwuv :
to its transfer to the persons applying for it, the Home Authorities will be prepared to autho-
rize the grant of such land in perpetuity, on such reasonable terms, and subject to auch condi-

tions as may be agreed on between the Local Government and the applicants or their ageu

2. The matter ha.vmg been considered by me in Counecil, I have now to commu
you. the following observations. - ; i o
3. Most of the applicants are anxious to obtam “ a grant of Iand in fee simple,” by whi

~term I understand them to mean a grant of land in perpetuity either grutmmusl y or in consid
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No. 2.

From

Tee Ricur Hox’sLe Lorp STANLEY,

. Secy. of State for India,

To :

His Excerrexcy tae Ricar Hon’sie tae GOVR, GENL. or

. INDIA i1x COUNCIL.
MY LORD,

Dated London, the 31st December 1858,

e pingit ~MANY applications have been recently addressed to the Court of
Directors of the East India Company and to myself, by persons who, either on
behalf of themselves or of _dorqp’@nies which they propose to establish, are desirous
of obtaining grants of uﬁbé'c{lp‘iéd land for the purpose of carrying on the cultiva-
tion of cotton and of other exportable products for the supply of manufacturers in
this country. The replies which have been addressed to these applications have
generally been to the effect that, while the Home Authorities desire to extend all
proper encouragement to the investment of British Capital in the development of
the resources of India, it will be necessary that, in regard to grants of land in any
particular localities, the applicants should place themselves in communication with
the authorities on the spot. They have been further informed that if it should appear
on enquiry that there is land at the disposal of Government suited for the required
purposes, and that the Local Authorities have no objection to offer to its transfer
to the persons applying for it, the Home Authorities will be prepared to authorize
the grant of such land in perpetuity, on such reasonable terms, and subject to

such conditions as may be agreed on between the Local Government and the
applicants or their agents.

2. The matter having been considered by me in Council, I have now to
communicate to you the following observations :

3. Most of the applicants are anxious to obtain “a grant of land in fee
simple,” by which term I understand them to mean a grant of land in perpetuity
either gratuitously or in consideration of an immediate payment, under which the
land should be for ever discharged from all demand on account of land revenue.

4. 1 am aware that the extent of land absolutely at the disposal of the
Government in India, in which no rights either of proprietorship or of occupancy
are known either to exist at present, or to have existed in former times, and con-
sequently liable to be again put forward, is extremly limited. In such districts as
the Dehra Dhooon, Assam, the Sunderbunds, Kumaon, Gurhwal, and others
similarly situated, where large tracts of unreclaimed land are to be found absolutely
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9. In their Despatch of the 6th May (No.6)1
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account may hereafter be reduced by judicious financial arrangements,

7. Bat the political results of such a change cannot be overlooked. The
fortunes of the Zemindar, who has been allowed to extinguish his fixed annuaj
liabilities by a single payment are, from thenceforth, stili more intimately connected
than they are at present with those of the British Government, The immu-
nity from taxation which he is enabled under our rule to claim, and which no
native conqueror could be expected to recognize, renders his loyalty a matter of pru-
dence and self interest. Ho i attached to the cause of order by a tie similar to,

suggested.

8. In the larger portion of India, where the settlement of the land revenye
is made for limited periods, the difficulties attending such a measﬁre, as the
redemption of the land-tax, appear to me to be much less easily encountered. The
settlements which have been concluded in the N orth-West Provinces, and in por-
tions of Bombay, and which are now commenced in the Presidency of Madras,
provide for a revision of the money amount payable to the State, in commutation
of the Government share of the net proceeds of the land, after the expiration of

the opportunity is afforded, from time to time, of re-adjusting the pecuniary
demand on the cultivators of the soil, without adding to their burdens, or sacri-
ficing the just dues of the State, Thig consideration appears to me to be most
important, especially in a country like India, where so large a proportion of the
public income has from time immemorial been derived from the share reserved
to Government, of the produce of the land. Under such circumstances, the per-
mission to redeem the land-tax can operate only in so far as the people may avail
themselves of such permission as a permanent settlement of the land-tax at its
present amount. The basis of calculation for the ‘redemption can only be the
rate of assessment now actually paid ; and the redemption being once effected, the
State is for ever precluded, whatever change of circumstances may hereafter take
place, from participating in the advantages which, there is every reason to hope and
anticipate, will follow the measures which are now in active progress for improving
the administration, and for developing the material resources of the country.
Weighing these difficulties on the one hand, but remembering on the other the
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I have, &e.,
(Signed)  STANLEY,
Secretary of State Jor India.
(True copy)

Exd—M. A, Mendes,
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W. GREY, EsqQUIRrg,
Secy. to the Govt. of India,

A
S Dated %)/ Mtﬁe 15t August 1859.
Hoxs Darx. T am directed to transmit, for the consideration of e, [f
% z/*";;-c»;n—r W ie d (’ a copy of the Secretary of State’s Despatch
in the Revenue Department, noted in the margin,
and to request that the Governor General in

Council may be favored with an early communication of the opinions a/

d; = ety Mo 0o e el on the questions discussed in the
Despatch. Ifit s{omld appear to (,/L)‘ é‘. e e cote, 20y s disal
desirable to consult any of the Officers of 2 NM Government upon
the Despatch, the Governor General in Council sees no objéction to that course
Leing taken, but the great importance and difficulty of the questions submitted
for consideration would seem to suggest the expediency of selecting for the pur.
pose a few Officers of mark, rather than of circulating the Despatch for the
opinions of the Officers of the Revenue Department generally.

2. With regard to the instructions which are conveyed in the 4th paragraph
of the Despatch, and which may be at once acted upon, I am directed to state
that those instructions are not understood by the Governor General in Council
as dealing with the question of granting lands iz perpetuity discharged for ever
from all demand on account of land revenue, but merely as directing that, under
the existing rules for the grant of waste lands, grantees shall be permitted to
commute the annual payments stipulated for under those rules, by a single pay-
ment at the time of receiving possession of the grant. The question of disposing
of waste lands in perpetuity, free of all prospective charge of land revenue, is under-
stood to be left for consideration asa part of the great general question of permit-
ting the land-tax of India to be redeemed. If there were any doubt as to this
being the correct construction of the orders contained in the Despatch now -for-
warded, it would be removed, I am desired to observe, by the tenor of the 4th
paragraph of Lord S?anley’s subsequent Dequtch No. 1, dated the 16th of March,
a copy of which was forwarded to you with my letter No. 44 dated the 27th
April. 1 am to add, that sthe Governor General in Council perceives no
objection to extending to existing grantees the permission to commute the annual

payments for which they have agreed.

To

No. 2, dated 31st December 1858.

I have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient servant,

’-‘w ) *«:-
Secy. to'the Govt, of,
Exd.—M., A. Mendes.
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