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REVENTUE DE%’ARTMENT.
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Orper—dated 5th August 1859, No. 1053, Revenue:—

A late despatch from the IHome Gove nment to the Government of India*
dilcussed the policy dof permiItntiéllg th:i :
. djemption of the land-tax in ia an

December 31st, 1858. e cr%ati.on by that means of sbsolute

) frbeholds. < A

. 9. The objection to such redemption in Endia has alays been felt to be that in

this country the land-tax is the main constifuent of the publid revenue, and not 4

mere 1¥131gn1ﬁcapt portion of it as in Kngland. | ' In the opinionof this Government this

objection 18 decisive as respects the land reverue generally ; and they would deprecate

such a sacrifice of the State income. But thd objection does not apply to building

Jand and land occupied by buildings. Such.énd is limited in total extent, and unim-

portant as respects the revenue; but at the same time it is very largely distributed

‘.chroughout the community, and it is a species of property in which security of tenure
is peculiarly important, and is recognized to be &6 in all countries.

3. With the view of giving housc-owners in this country the advantage of an
absolute frechold right, the Governor in Coun 3 has resolved to sell outright the fee-
simple of all land now used or hereafter requized and ayailable for building, without
any reservation of quit-rent, and with an absglute and indefeasible title.

4. The operation of this resolution ‘ i) according the nature of the case.

First, land hercafter sought for buil oses, by Europeans or Natives, will
be put up to auction sale and sold out and out .0 highest bidder, the upset price
being twenty times the amount of the yearly’ it-rent or tax on the land.

Second, in the case of land now occup wholly or in part by buildings and
paying quit-rent, or justly liable to it, the o s shall have the option of converting
it into freehold, by payment of a sum of mloney equal to twenty times the yearly

uit-rent. bl " i g T i i
> Third, in the case of land in towns now actually occupied and not liable to quit-
rent, and not being inam or grdmanattam or viillage-site, it shall be open to the holder

I3
Ve

to convert his holding into an absolute frgehold tenure, on application only and

without any payment. The applicant, however, will be required to produce good pima
Facie evidence of title, equal to that arising & ¥tk e preceding case out of the payment
of quit-rent and holding the puttah. e : |

5. In all the three cases above deseribed |, a title-deed will be given on the com-
pletion of the transaction, under the seal of i he Government, declaring the absolute
title of the holder, free of all demands on accc ant of land revenue, and with full power
to the holder to alienate the Jand or dispose o it otherwise at pleasure.

Tt is to be understood, however, that this: transaction will not affect the lia*ility of
the premises to payments for municipal or otlier local purposes, or for the motarfah so
long as that tax shall continue. i i -

1t is also to be undexfétood that :he-‘téﬂé‘éi? 1‘)30 be gW‘M:_l by Szvear:ix:xent will be

olute only as against Goyernment. will be given on primd f dvidence of
:ilf‘-%el; but other parties claining the land "iﬁﬁ'ﬁe as free as before to sue the holder in
the Civil Courts.. i : B

6. This order will be held to apply to the contemplated railway towns. The
existing arrangements respecting these tows 5 are based on a jearly quit-rent and a
small fine on entry. The terms have not yet been taken advantage of in any single
instance ; they aré hereby wholly abrogated, and those above detailed are substituted -
e, * The other ruleg end regulitions Higpeoting those fowns; viz. all excepting
those relating to the two points above speciff ed, will still remain in force.
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