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Procecdings of the Madras Glovernment, Revenue Department,
from 24th September to 4th October 1859,
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No. 123. Read the following letter from H. D. PHILLIPS, Esq., Civil Service; to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated 7th September 1859.

T have the honor to submit the opinion required from me by the resolution of Government
Jated *9th ultimo, No. 1123, which directed that'I should investigate the charge made by Mr.
Reade, Collector of Vizagapatam, against Daoanahully Krooshnaya, the late Head Barishtadar

of that District recently appointed Deputy Collector in Ganjam.

9, Mr. Reade’s complaint against the Sarishtadar arises from the receipt by the furmer
of an anonymous, abusive and obscene communication, the writer of which, in the Collector’s
opinion, is Mudwarow, one of the Sarishtadar’s nephews.

3. Assuming this point to be established, and adtrerting to the fact, that Mudwarow is
an inmate of the Sarishtadar’s house and a member of his family, Mr. Reade hes urged that the g
Sarishtadar should alone be held answerable for the anonymous address and that nothing short e
of dismissal or degradation from office is a suitable or commensurate punishment for his offence,

4. Under these circumstances my enquiries have had in view, whether, in poirit of fact,
Mudwarow did write the obseene letter, and if he did, whether any thing has been brought
forward calculated to shew that the letter was prepared by the lad in question with the ~
Sarishtadar’s privity and consent, so as to connect this officer with the culpability of the writer.

5. T have carefully communicated with all throse persons whose translated depositions
are enclosures to Mr. Reade’s letter to Government dated 16th July last. The three individuals
rabakerow, Kookmajee and cunniah who are servants on the Collector’s establishment,

named P 4
expressed to the Collector. and so also do the three individuals whose

hold to the views they
original written opinions were laid before Government. '

6. OFthe latter three persous, ouly one, a native genileman, the proprietor of Waltair, is
wholly unconnected with Mr. Reade’s public establishment. Of the other two, Nursing Row is

o District Moonsiff and Vencatarow the agency Manager. ot g

7. These three persons appear to me to be of high respec'tability and are fair spoken men.
The District Moonsiff particularly, is an officer of good education, the Manager’s acquireménts
do not come up to the standard of the District Moonsiff : but, nevertheless, he has seemed to
e a man of much iutelligence. The proprietor of Waltair has, I incline to believe, fallen in
with the District Moonsiff’s opinions, such, however, as they are, the Government will observe
that at the utmost, they amount only to a declaration, that, in certain respects, 1';here is a resem-
blance between the writing of the obscene letter and that of some copies of public orders trans-
eribed by the Sarishtadar’s nephetw in two books which form part of the Collector’s records.

The opinion given by the three servants first named, one of whom is the Collector’s Head e
quently, by virtue of his office, the servant of all others, who is most fre. ~~ * 5
quently in personal attendance on the Collector, these servants are distinctly of opinion that Mad- o ! ; 4
warow is the writer of the anonymous communication, and one of them named Cunniah, a very /
lice Ameen of Vizagapatam, does not hesitate about asserting on his oath, i 2 O
arow, the writer of the office transcripts above mentioned, with the writ- ‘

8.
Moonshee and conse

young man, now Po
that he identifies Madw
er of the obscene address.

o ————————
JEEREE-

(* ) Proceedings of the Madras Governuient in the Judicial Department.
Letter fromthe Collector of Vizagapatam, dated 16th July 1859, No. 658,
ORDER THEREON, 19th Angust 1859, No. 1123, & A
be forwarded, in original, to Mr. Phillips who is now proceeding'to 5 7 ;Y i 4
sstigate this chatge mude by the Collector against the Head Sherista- ikt

Resolved that the above lettor and its enclosures

Vizagapatam on special duty. Mr. Phillips will iny
dar .;ud will report the result of Lis inquiry with his own opinion to Government.

5 Mr. Phillips will not sct in {his case & Commissioner under XXXVII, 1850 but will conduct this fnvestization

under the Genéral au

thority of Govertiment he will hold this inguivy at the time more convenient to himself, either bLefore
< on which he has been specially deputed to Vizagapatam under the Act: i

or after the busine
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9. Besides the six individuals adverted to, [ have had before me Cothum Kamdoo, and
. 5 | B
Goordoo Reddy two sul?stantlal merchants of the town of Vizagapatam whose names I learnt in
a casual Conversation with Mr. Meppen Vf’hO k.las a large shop at Waltair, 1 braught on this eon-
versation with Mr. Meppen expressly in view to gather the names of some of the uTabu;of
the town who might be wholly independent of the Cutcherry parties of the place.

10. I know not, of course, whether I succeeded in securing such as I desired ; but at any
rate, I wrote to require their appearance before me late in the day and anexpectedly communi.‘—
cated with them the next morning sufficiently early, I hope, to prevent their being brousht over
to depose contrary to their honest convietions. > >

11. In separate interviews with me, these two merchants did not hesitate to declare that
they could not believe that the writer of the obscene communication was

. . : (s also the writer of the
office copies which the Sarishtadar’s nephew acknowledges that he transcri

bed.

Mr. Reade was disap-
ative gentlemen whose written

12. .I further secured the attendance of the Bramin whose opinion
pointed in his endeavours to obtain in concert with the three N
statements Mr. Reade has submitted.

13. He proved to be one Mullicar Janradoo, Vakeel of the Vizianagram Raja. He took
the same view of the point as the two Merchants above mentioned -

14. In one respect, however, he differed from them. They consider the :
to be the production of a youth whose age and acquirements are Jess a tl:) .ano;l)lmogs [.)apler
wrote the official transeripts admitted by ‘Mudwarow to be his. Whereas :lt: oRt e \'v 10
looks upon the obscene communication as the writing of a man o, ; e Raja's Vakeel

3 i i : 0 write a free, run-
ning hand, which, he pointed out, was not the case with the transerib : . 3
. er of the offici ies i
question. ) al copies in

‘15. In this respect I would observe, that the copiesin the Catcherry books were t il
by Mudwarow about two years ago, since when his writing would nat;m“y e E taztsarjhed
settled. ‘ ¢ become more

16. 'We have, thus, three sets of opinions : that of three servants of Mr. Reade’
who are clear that Mudwarow wrote the objectionable paper :—that . ;' r. Reade "_Cu"c.llcrry
who are of opinion that there are certain points of resemblance between el other ‘"‘I‘VN}UHIS
knowledged production :— 1t and Mudwarow's ac-

Lastly that of three persons in no wise connected with the Col

: : lector’s REstablis :
repudiate the motion of Mudwarow being the author of the obscen S Nho

. e address.
17. It now remains for me to state my own views,

The writi
n : :
cation seems to me beyond a doubt to be the production g of the abusive communi-

; e in disguiseq . ol

dual whose natural penmanship is a free, bold, running hand .Mgudwaro:!]}ar-actera, il B

when he transcribed certain papers in the two books brought to My, R A g ?tyle S ek
+ fieade’s notice to establish

his identity with the author of the anonymous letter, is the style of an ad

has since then improved considerably, for I made him write a fow line: _"az'l;ed school boy : he
own dictation so rapidly that he <_:ou1d not, I think, pen feigned letters wi:;: eloogao ‘?“flcr my
detecting him and I see that his present writing is, out my observing and

by no mean imi
- . - . s S
scene address as to justify an opinion that he is its author, © similar to that of the ob-

18. I also wade him write under the dictation of 4 Telos 3
watched him, and the result was the same as when I myself dictat(f]‘): r}ﬂfm whilst I
19. It has been attempted by one of the Cutcherry servants ho 1im.
Mr. Reade to connect the closing short vowels  go” of the Wrir'w %
with the shape of those vowels in the office transcripts, bug the lng of
weak and certainly not a safe one. test to

sat by and

gave depositions before
the anonymous paper
my mind is extremely

20. Thelong vowel mark called the « deergum” in all ¢ 3
S R R SRl mm.e ar:-knowledgcd writings of
circle is made by drawing the pen down’ and bringing it upv;-a::;?tmg ‘-m'g s ol
however much a person might write with the intention of di } 4nc it oceurs to me that

; 1S z 7 sguising hi i
oecasionally be led into fivishing his words with the — o in h?s usuflhm hand, sill that he must
: way,

e A A A
Proceedings of the WVadras Government, Revenue Departinent,
from 24th September to 4th October 1859.
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he final circle is penned in a manner which is the very reverse of what I find has been the
the final ¢

actice of Mudwarow. : :
pnc'oo This fifference 585,105 been noticed either by Mr. Reade, who 1 understand does

£ k or read Teloogoo, or by any of the persons whom Mt Reade examined. It was

speak i

N tf (i out to me by Mudwarow’s vakeel who appearsmot to have had an opportunity before
l e . L .

po serutinizing either the anonymous letter or Mudwarow’s official “transcripts,

¢ came to me, of e iy By gy
: d I am bound to admit, that the variation, in my opinion, Is one of extreme importance in
and 1 a1

destroying the supposed identity of writing-. .
23, But there is another point on which much stress has been.laxd by some o‘f th.e persons
; g Mr. Reade consulted as to the authorship of the paper ; that is, the writer of this paper 1s
iy them to have the habit of marking certain letters thus ;" whereas, only the
i by‘k 5 ally necessary, it being quite unusual to apply the “upper one when the lower
il r.nm s rj ,dyfrom the letters “p %" and “s 4" The habit in question is visible, Mr.
e ‘1s SE.TT.W(: ch'we contended, in those of Mudwaros’s acknowledged official copies which
it S;‘"“‘:;o {)ooks of Cutcherry vernacular correspondence and shown to Mr. Reade;
wa; :;zi t]l_lr;S circumstance the identity of the writer of the anonymous petition and of the
an

office copies has been fixed on Mudwarow. -~
24, Besides the two record Books shown to Mr. Reade, I sent for and looked L sex’ts.\
others containing transeripts by Mudwarow which do not seem to have been examined by that
» n
f:l\:;l]eem;h,ich his servants brought under his observation. , i
95, In those newly produced before me, 'I traceé more of Mud.warows. writing, and my
examination of it by no means impressed me with a belief that the habit of using the two ps o i

at once was a habitin which he generally indalged.
06, Assuming, however, that [ am not correct in my opinion in this respect, I am sorry

to be compelled to consider that the two books brought to M. Reade’s notice were tampered

ith in order to create, an identity between Mudwarow and the writer of the obscene address.
with

7 My'belief rests on the appearance of almost all the upper of the two marks; that is,
h ;d;mdamt marks, of which the ink is obviously darker in color than the ink used in writ-
the re

ing the body of the transcripts. ; :

08, The Head Sarishtadar, who had mot seen these Papers until he Wmted.on me unde'r

quisition, agreed that my observation in respect of the difference of color was Jus!:, 1 shou!d
T e attach much importance to his concurrence in my view of a point which told in
nf)t i Liour's~ favor and by consequence, in his own. But the District Monsiff T. Nursing Row
e nep{li':; before mentioned and whom I sent for from his station, 28 miles off; likewise
Who"; wi;h me that there was an undoubted variance of color as above describad ; and, going
:i;?nd my own discovery, he found that on one upper mark al:.the bottom of a page, there was
cand still adhering to the spot; whereas, none was perceptible on any of the letters of the
same word or on those of the words before or after it. p

99, The inference is therefore unavoidable that some cne in the Cutcher{y must have
added the redundant upper marks after Mr. Reade had ordered enquiries to be made as to the

authorship of the obscene paper, with the clear evil intention of making it appear that the

writer was M udwarow.

30. Under the above circumstance, I would acquit him of culpability in the matter and - VAR

the charge preferred against the Sarishtadar of complicity in the alleged offence of his n’ephe\?,_ i
hus falls to the ground. s SR e
31. It is possible, nevertheless, that I may be in error and after all, that the lad did w rite

the anonymous address. Assuming, then, that he did so, I am still bound to state that nothing

whatever appears to connect the Head Sarishtadar with this act of the writer, beyond the mere
circumstance of a worthless lad, capable of writing a most obscene paper, being the inmate of
a family where heis fed, clothed and educated by an uncle holding a high position iu the Cut-

cherry of a Collector whose displeasure this uncle has incurred.

who, I conclude, must kave been satisfied, that there was a sufficient identity in the \
: .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
from 24th September to 4th October 1859.
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32. The Head Sarishtadar, as I' view the subj

ect, has been subjected without sufficient
cause, to considerable mdlgmty ; for, as the Governm

ent will observe from the enclosure to his
'petmon sent to me on the marcrmal date,

with an order from the chief

25th August 1859, Secretary, he has been requlred by the Collector to cease official .com-

munication with him, and to make over charge of his office to a sub-

ordinate in another department of the Cutcherry, and this, too, was done after his

retention in the Vizagapatam District had been sanctioned as a special measure, for Mr. Reade's
own convenience on that gentleman’s own application.

sng3. L The adophon of this extreme course in regard to so old a servant of the state, would,
I apprehcnd have been justifiable, only on the clearest proof of compl\cxty or on the stron«rest
presumption that the Head San«htadar had been indirectly a consenting party to the prepara-
tion of the abusive address ; neither of which as I have before stated ; 1s to be found.

34. There is nothing in the Head Sarishtadar’s petition to the Government, which ealled
for particular notice or special steps on my part, He

doubts the correctness of the translation
of depositions submitted by the Collector with hi

s letter under remark ; but on hearing them
read over in Teloogoo, I find nothing substantially wrong.

I have, however, permitted myself
to enter in red ink in these translations a few ummportant changes which I consider better mark
the literal meaning of the original statement.

35. The Head Sarishtadar at the close of para. 4 of his address, refers to Mr. Reade having
publicly declared his opinion that the Sarishtadar should not have been acquitted by the Board
of Revenue in the matter of the salt frauds,

36. 1have seen the draft of an order addressed on that oceasion by the Collectors to the
members of his Cutcherry establishment, as it would seem, in which mention is made of the
changes in the office created by the Board’s approval of certain suggestions which Mr. Reade
had submitted.

3%7. 1 do not see what necesslty there can have been for su

the usual course of a Collector’s duty any dismissals or suspensions of servants wculd have
formed the subject of vernacular order and specific instructions to the cash-keeper. But however

that may be, there is nothing in what Mr. Reade then wrote which w.

as not before on record
touching his opinion of the Sarishtadar’s share on the fraud for which the Revenue Board have

finally decided that he cannot be held to be responsible and on that score, therefore, I do not
see that the Sarishtadar has any just ground for complaint.

ch a paper being written, as in

38. The original papers which accompanied the orders of Government under reply are
returned.

No. 124. . ORrDER THEREON, 3d October 1859, No. 1346,

Ordered that a coEy of this report be furnished to the Collector of Vizagapatam with refer-
ence to his letter of the 16th July 1859, No. 658; and that D Knstna Rao be relieved from
suspension.

2  Ordered also that copy of the report and of t

he correspondence connected with it, be
forwarded to the Board of Revenue for their informati

on,

(Slgned) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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