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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 11th January 1859.
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¢ Colonel E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief

No. 23. Read the following letter from Lieutenan
Department Public Works ; dated FortSt.

ARAY G . Engineer; to the Secretary fo Government,
George, 17th December 1858, No. 6382.
SIR,

With reference to para. 2 of Extract Minutes Consul-

tation No. 1433, dated 23rd October 1858, in the Revenue

Department, directing that Lieutenant Vertue be called

upon to pay certain sums alleged to be due upon 10 acres

one enclosure. of Inam lands in the Masulipatam District, or shew cause

i : to the contrary, I do myself the honor to submit for the

informatiofof Government copy of a letter received from

the Acting Superintending Engineer of the Northern Circle,

ted in the matter entirely under his orders, and explain-
land in question was taken up for cultivation.

Enclosures 2. :
1 Copy of letter No. 19 dated Tth
Dec. 1858 from Captain Orr with

No. 19 dated Tth Dec. 1858.

representing that Licutenant Vertue ac
ing the circumstances under which the

Engineer Northern Circle; to Lieutenant

From Captain C. A. ORR, Acting Superintending
v dated Fort Saint George;

Colonel E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer,

7th December 1858, No. 19.
. 71 PR, AV
As in para. 2 of Extract Minutes of Consultation of the 23d October last, No. 1433, passing
orders on a report by the Board of Revenue on the settlement of the balances outstanding on
Iuém lands in the District of Masulipatam, it is ordered that Lieutenant Vertue be called upon,
e 8- through you to pay the sum of Rupees 140-2-11 said to be due by him for 10 Acres of Indm.
: ; R land taken up by him and converted into wet cultivation, by irrigation obtained from the
Kistnah Annicut channels, or show cause to the contrary, I have the honor to inform you that
Lieutenant Vertué acted entirely under my orders in the matter, and that I am therefore-in 2
position to give full explanations of the transaction and to shew, I hope, good cause not only
why the charge should not now be paid, but also why it should never have been preferred.

2. Finding in 1855 that although the season was most unfavorable for dry crops, much
der one of the main channels in the neighbourhood of

e S

AT % . : ” :
=l = . ; ee
“ m{-’: e " Jand well situated for wet cultivation un
; . Cunkeypaud was being neglected because the people clung to the prejudice which no argument
¢ snitable for irrigation, I determined upon giving

could remove, that black alluvial soil was no
¢ mistake, in the hope that they would then adopt an improved system

I entered into an agreement with certain [ndmdars to have the
These were accordingly taken up and planted with paddy,
ich a soil with abundance of water, throve as Delta crops -

under such circumstances do. Seeing this and without waking any reference to me, the Inam-
dars proceeded to the Sub-Collector in whose charge the talook was situated and preferred a
claim against me :for remuneration for the use of their land, without regard to the agreement
Mr. Fraser the Sub-Collector mentioned this to me in conversation,
table arrangement that the Inamdars should have half the produce

/ . whatever it might be, to which I objected, because they had no possible right to claim more
d to them for land which they would not themselves cul-

than the small sum agreed to be pai
not justified in making, or Mr. Fraser in entertaining,

tivate, and because I considered they were n
a complaint againsg me under the circumstances, and I laughed aloud at the idea of thie settle-

ment proposed as being purely of native origin. :
3. Such was the character of the first demand against me for the use of the land, and

having thus met it, I heard nothing more on the subject, till Lieutenant Vertue who had the
immediate charge of the works around Cunkeypaud, was served with a requisition to pay assess-
ment on the land as wet cultivation. Lieutenant Vertue referred to me, and on the claim
coming before me through the Tahsildar, I distinctly explained to him that I resisted it as I
would every other intention to thwart my measures of improvement, and that I would not pay
because, acting in my public capacity for a public purpose, I considered the demand unne-
ary, and believed that compliance with it would lower my position in the eyes of the Ryots,

5
F |
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them ocular proof of thei
of culture, and with this view,
use of their lands for the season.
which as a matter of course on so T

previously made with me.
and proposed as the most equi

cess
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and weaken not only my own, but the influence of the Department in the Distriet, adding that
even if payment for the improvement I had introduced were right in principle, the sum charged
per Acre was so heavy as effectually to counteract the good I wished to do, since them was
nothing to show that any Ryot following my example, as I desired, might not be mulcted at the
same rate. :

4. The Tahsildar by my desire laid all these circumstances before the Acting Collector,
who by this time was the same Mr. Fraser. [ have before mentioned and I do not remem-
ber having heard any thing more of the matter, till Mr. T. Knox assumed charge of the dis-
trict, when it was again brought forward and I thought finally settled by a private com-
munication from me explaining the grounds of the refusal I persisted in, and advising that,

as 1 would not pay without the positive orders of Government, the sum ciaimed should be
remitted and the subject dropped.

9. In his reply Mr. Knox admitted the force of all I said, and seemed to leave it to me to
pay or not as I pleased out of the profits, which he took it for granted, I had obtained from the
sale of the produce, but which in reality were nothing, notwithstanding the goodness of the crops

on the 10 acres of Inim land, because much too late in the season, I took up 10 acres more of
Jeraytie, which did not turn out s0 well

a plantain garden, both of which though promising t
and likely to introduce among them much more valua
finding how my exertions to benefit the people,
the Revenue authorities.

o be most useful examples to the people,
ble products, I was obliged to abandon on
and through them the Government, were met by

6. The Government has heard much of the impossibility of levying a water-
or four Rupees an acre, or even two, on the lands converted from
Deltas watered by the Godavery and Kistnah Anmnicuts, and it is therefore perhaps fortunate
that it has now before it the evidence which this formal demand upon me affords of the opinion
formed of the value of water, previous to the bearing of the question on the Importance of
Public Works was perceived, by ove at least of the Revenue officers, who have taken an unfa.
vorable view of the capabilities of the land to bear a moderate increase of assessment on being
thoroughly irrigated. If Rupees 14 an acre, besides compensation for the use of the land to the
Indmdars, is a fair charge, which I am not disposed to deny, since the lanids under tanks aboye
the influence of the Annicut in the same talook, and therefore subject to the drawback of being
dependant upon the vicissitudes of the seasons, are rated at from Rupees 5 to Rupees 16, what
vast sums of money have been lost to the State in the Districts of Rajahmundry and Masulipatam,
and what respousibility has been incurred by those who have neglected to collect it.

7. As Government may be interested to know the results of my interference, I enclose
copy of a document prepared for my private information after I had left the district last ye
by my locum tenens Captain Chambers, detailing the progress wet cultivation was ma
Cunkeypaud, and the adj oining villages in consequence of the people having
the benefits of irrigation on their sojl. The statements given show how r

been, and I have just learnt from him,
Exactly 988. this season, the area under paddy,

acres, it having been 137} the year following its introduction by me,

and 4663 last year. If the other eight villages have extended their'operations in the same
“portion, there are probably not less th

Ezactly 4290, this season in those 9 villages, and there can be little doubt that in

4 yearor two every acre they possess will be converted into most

prolific rice bearing land, instead of lying waste, or being so roughly cultivated as to yield the
scantiest livelihood to the owners and husbandmen.

cess of three
dry to wet cultivation in the

ar,
king in
been actually shewn
apid the change has
that in Cunkeypaud alone
as just surveyed, is nearly 1000

pro-
an 4000 acres under irrigation

————

Memorandum on the Irrigation under the Poolairoo near Kunkepaud,

Jd. About Kunkepaud and its neighibouring villages,

are the first lands under the complete command of the Bey
composed of the usual Delta deposit, but is not of any ve
been greatly productive, much of it remaining waste,
planted with dry grain and paid a' Mamool s

represented in the accompanying plan,
oarah anicut ; the soil of this tract is
Iy great richmess; hitherto it has not
whilst the portion under cultivation was
st averaging 1} Rupees an acre.

Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 11tk January 1859.

' i 1a i leted as far as the
5.56) the Poolairoo channel. being then comp shiads
= Fmﬂl{ alﬁsgﬂgtllsgi’th vzat.e‘r from the Kistnah, the District Engineer took great pains
Kur;epxg t]}:,‘zcvillagers to plant paddy instead of dry crops, but without much effect.
to perse

The Ryots, who had never had any thing to say to wet cultivation before, did not see
3. : e )

d of engaging in it, then, and said as others have said before now, that paddy would not
" the good of engag b

grow on their soil whose nature it was to produce Cholum.

imsel! 11 rice field near Kunkepaud, which in
e ineer then planted himself a sma ' : . .
e DIStréc:h]::I;%lZZs’ eyes; seeing the success of Captain Orr’s crop, they were kmdu?ed
som? i OP‘;ne a trial };nd were perhaps also pursuaded to try the experiment from thnog:g
- gwl(: ﬂ(l; ;llz‘cr:oiywould :)nly' levy a water rate of one Rupee an acre for the 1st year the
that the Co

irrigated. . . 5 s

' l:n : Fusly 1266 (1856-57) therefore the cultivation of rice comfne!'wed n'.:l 'thet hf:lf};\;v;:g
i tIhZ e:tefxt of whose new wet cultivation, and vf'hctse Ma.moo.l s.xsf. is go:;:e mr0 o

?r::atifl’e' the number of acres of cultivated ground wxlfhm their hg,lrfx;:me sta}:e nfent ol
: ’ ; i t as an a

i I cannot accurately obtain, bu ter
Mam“‘;‘ tolt'zelt.:zgtyz‘:::jty “';‘;y be accepted in addition to wasteand to the holdings of the
acres of cultiva ‘ :

Maniumdars. SSE
Y. Acres of water rate
i1 Mamool |land._under);y ", 3gition
Villages. ' sist. rice In fus-ly  aromool
ly 1266. : Sist-
Res. Acres. | Rs,
Gungoor...... v 582 - 2% 3 2%
Eadoopoogulloo... ... 2,10 156 1673
Gosalah... ... 718 3 1373 [
Bakais il 2w |13 4
Colevennoo... o 2;?;3 213 211
Conatanapaud ... ... .~ 201 ggi
Poodootoor... At ; =
Neppullah.... ... ... : g% 3‘} '''''
Coondair.. ... r |
Total Rupees...| 11,976 425 4544

6. Of these 425 acres from 1 to 1 were the property of Inimdars.

: g >
7. This must have proved a very successful speculation to the Ry;ts, for 1:t et:u;a ,frs:?:g
; p ivati i follows, an extra Rupee w
he cultivation has increased as 5
Fusly 1267 (1857-58) t

imposed on each acre irrigated for the second year.

EEE |gfed
g | 588
2=l 2o
Villages. z 5 g §§ _g
554 |<8%3
Acres. Rs.
GUNZOOT. ..uee verrunnsenne 1?33 ](2;?}
Ead,oo[})loogulloo... 169§ st
PE T YRy o e SR et .
Kznkepaud ............... ;ﬁ? gg o3
Colevennoo:.« ssseeesssess e i e
Conatanapaud............ 661 o)
Pooddootoor......eree o+ o 1851
]Neppu]!ah ................. g 3§ 731
,Coondair ................. 7 :
| Total..., 1531 | 1956

'hat
F st W

. . . b R

< 1 1 (0] 1a €8s hdn

l ) 7 L p th(.
ere take“ b vesmm g € N

1531 acres assessed 204 are Inam lands.



e

Fort Saint George,

e s

Revenue Consultation of 11th Janﬁdfé 1859

P,

Baieteanao o S e et e

9. The area of the lang lying within the boundaries of the
cultivated with Paddy may be taken as exceeding 10,000 acres ;

to increase the water rate, year by year, until i reaches 4 Rupe
Government eventually obtainj

in addition to the original

above 9 villages which can be
fl extent ; and as it is purposed
€S an acre, we may reckdii-on

yearly income of Rupees 40,000
sist of Rupees 11 ,976

10.  This tax, a5 appears by
which he can reglize large profits,
11,

the following calculation, will leave the Ryot a margin on
The Crops at and aboyt Kunkepaud this year were very fine exciting the admiration

of the Sub-Collector and his subordinate Revenue officers whe
*Rather more than 17 acres, estimated the yield at 30 pooties a cutty* ; the Ryots themselves

said the crop only averaged 25, but it was of course their in-
W a value as they could op the

1ot put on the land for this Fus

terest to set as Jo

Collector would

Pee an acre,
12.

Grain Merchants from
pees 143

Guntoor bought up on the fields much of the produce at Ru-
Pooty ; the amount yeq]

ized on an acre was therefore 13% et ¢ | = 94 Rapsss plos the

Grazing cattle on the land
» for these nothing is charged by the Government.

. Present sist in this talook on lands under tanks varies from 5 to 16 Rupees an
Acre,

14.  The aboye will, T think,
both to the State and ¢

15. The amount
dams, &e., amounts up

conclusively show how profitable irrigation works must be
o the people.

€Xpended hitherto in this tract on minor channels of irrigation in sluices,
to January 1858, to Rupees 9,454,

For Captain ORR.

(Signed) E. LAWFORD, Licut. Col.
. Officiating Chief Engineer.

OrpEr THEREON, No. 26 ; dated 7th January 1859.

¢ Board of Reyenye for any remarks they may have to offer,

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government.
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