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2. The Goveroment was induced some ycars ago to purchase the whole of the St;iel;:m
cottah forest from the Mooteedar, who formerly held possession for 30,0?0 WGTBW“
part of the Nayer talook, in the Zillah of Chingleput, and consists of thirty s
the population depending chiefly on cutting firewood for the Madras market: ort was always
when cut nearer the sea side, was sent to Madras by Sea; but the canal m‘izu 4t Madras
preferred beiog more safe. The trade until July 1857 was carried on by gf“:' e fixed By
through the villagers on the spot, whose services were hired, according (penso of toll-was

Government on the different classes of firewood supplied by thew ; and the “‘ ting to Govern="
of the merchants, The revenue thus resulting

included in the payment on the part A e
ment from this source alone, during a period of ten years, under the original 8y '
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The fluctuation in the revenue is accounted for by the canal not be}ng alway: fn;'i%
before the present improvements were carried out. But independcur.l; of this sonr;ea; s yooll )
other Forest productions which are separately sold on account CffGO'Emm"m-h’“‘; ‘a3 Boawite:
MW&M}, Avarayputtay, and various medicinal roots and e"n’; Honey and
vare, Nunnareevare, Veshaboodee, Paypoodalay, Thaythancotay, beside Tam:lnl.h Q’ Stree rie
Bees wax ; yielding annuglly between three and four thousand Rupees ;"endef'f pAE L i

AT B : ‘trade 11
- 8. Beside those people who have made the forest their home for the pu;!}n"*::“::g‘zﬁﬁ;g
fire-wood, ther exists an'aboriginal tribe in the forest under notice caf!ed Yena %;am = Like
Government depe 1 for the collection of the other forest productions “b"""“w- it which~
’M&W‘@M they live a life of freedom from labour ‘3:"”’"”“; gy d’.,i
2 mﬁﬁﬁd enjoyments, and possess no sympathy vnlh the o °'f w!iM! they
- forest as the “home where to labour for a subsistence, The Yenadies s l:i:k Govera-
- eoﬂeulﬁf;mﬁg to 40 per cent. on the value of their gathering ; lfes“:lfw = :n money -
megt makes them an annual allowance of cloth, fobacco, &c., and a .certain "m’f‘:fg,1;*f nas T
for every birth registered among this tribe, giving 4 annas for every male, a mﬂ‘;%
every female child ; so that the census of the Yenadie population is .reglﬂm'lf kﬂi"nt.- ¢hrough
lector’s office, and for good reason, for these forest productions might ﬁ-nd a wof Go!'@;“f"'
other channels easily enough if these people were not thus attached to the mter;&tsk  maet et
ment, in a service which depends entirely on their faithfulness. For food .they ooreduc‘:f 3
tirely to the natural productions of the forest ; and it must affect them seriously wtheﬂ g A
resources in this respect even in the least. In the question of subsistence, however, o ii8on-
or no difference in the case of the Yenadies and those who have made the forest ‘he;;ié il
and thereby shut themselves up as it were to the same means of living ; and it ’5":,;.#“ i
bered that the Government is not less indebted to these through whose labour, m B
ed themselves, the trade in fire-wood which yielded so large a revenue md Eo Hel
would be anticipating the question to enter in this place into the results proéuce fot’;ﬁ oming 0 8
(which affects the Government as much as the people) before the materx}#; kg |o W of 1es
judgment are fully exbibited. Itis necessary therefore to revert to t.he.q;m er n i
enue still further derived, and the means hitherto adopted for preserving them.
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ources of revenue to Government.
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4. 'The toddy of the Palmyrah tree goes to the Abkary contractor ; but as this is one of the
excepted trees in leasing the fire-wood under - the present system, the revenue derived from this
source, and here referred to in order to add it'to the profits aceruing to GGovernment from the
Forest generally, is not however the only benefit resulting from it; for the forest dwellers enjoy
pex:haps even a larger share than fulls to Government from this valuable tree ; every part of
which might one Way or another be converted into use. Ina large plantation, the people em-
ployed by the Abkary Contractor in drawing the toddy, are not generally sufficignt in number, to
work it so fully, as not to leave a great many o run-into fruit. This tree in Streehurricottah
forest is scarcely cut for the purposes of building any more than that its leaves are used for
thatching ; “and the sole reason assigned, vide report of the Superintendent East Coast Canal for
1855-56, for its timber not being used is, the high rate at which it is taxed. The Collector also
agrees it this view, and preposes that the tax he altogether abolished, but for what object; does

. hot appear; for if it be the interest of Government to maintain the Abkary, the trees, for that
Teason alone, would be preserved. On the other hand, if the tax objected to, amounting as it
Is now asserted, to g posi tivq prohibition, existed in the former Mooteedar's time, it may be

accounted for as having been expressly intended for the preservation of the tree as a means of -

food to the inhabitaits to whom it is even at this moment one of their chief sources of subsistence.
: - The ripe fruit as well as the pulp of the nut before it

An article of food but not @ Yam., * hardens into seed, is not used as a mere luxury, but asa
' B C; real diet ; and above all the seed sown affords in the young

shoot a species of yam which before it grows out of the

e .
ground, is dug up and fared upon very generally.

5. The next source of revenue likely to be affected by laying bare the Forest, and in one
sense the most important, is, that derived from artificial cultivation, it amounted for last fusly
(1266) in the 33 Gramums to Rupees 5,000 on dry grain chiefly, for the soil can scarcely be
made to yield rice. The quantity of grain ‘consisting chiefly of Kayvaroo, ~and Kumboo pro.
duced annually, is sai not to be sufficient for three or four months” consumption, and many of
the very poor wood cutters who are even worse off than the Yenadies, live throughout the year

on nothing but roots, bulbs, leaves, herbs, berrys &c as stated in the column of remarks (vide list

appended to this report.) The soil could ,afford but a scanty return for any amount of labour -
»,thnt might be SPent to render it productive in the article of food. TItis manured by the leaves
: anﬁd refluse cuttings soaked in the standing brackish waters of the wilderness ; hut by this ad-
mixture, after years of cultivation on one and the same identical patch fenced here and there in
some less jungly spot near g village, the soil, has not now, neither is likely ever, to acquire.
Buﬂi‘cient firmness to admit of being irrigated by ordinary means. The patches of cultivation,
for it c scarcely be termod fiald, are watored by sprinkling with the hand ; and men, women
and children are employed in this process from morning to evening during season, taking water
- from ponds scooped out within their respective fences. From such impoverished resources, the
‘People Naturally turn to the spontaneous productions of the. jungle, in which Providence has
g : deposited for them a varied yet unfailing substitute, more than t%ge labotfr
 Certainly ny, of their hands is capable of yielding in such a salt and B&Dd]_’ soil ; and it
: H.C. s not likely that the forest portions laid bare by the axe will ever be

brought under the plough, E

e

6. The circumstances brought under notice render it necessary that the question * whether

z it is more advantageous to continue the newly adopted system of leasing the fo‘!:est in portions
3,%;‘,',“"“&!" ? should be considered somewhat more widely, in order to secure for it a due Appre:

Slon in [ deciding thas point. without at the same time, losing sight of those whose interests it

o o4 the Government hitherto to protect ; but before traversing the groundsie be gone aver,
pomnt, which I am not jn 4 position to treat upon without having access to the records jof die
Superintendent East (et Canal, and the Collector's office, has to be adverted to, and it i,
ﬁé“l’" the increase of revenus said to have so immediately followed the revision of toll f"“f’ e
$000d.is owing 1oy pecont improvement of the Canal, and of its being tlmeéypﬁmm“z;’;‘
vigable, or to.the yeduetion of tax itself, or both ; or whether the demand for firewood has lately
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bers dated 14th December 1854, more particularly
involved, is that quoted in the margin.* The
Madras market is supplied with firewood from

S e

* Rule 4. All boats shall pay toll at the
- rate of 4 Annas for each Ton or portion of
a Ton exceeding one half on each arrival
at Madras, whether carrying Goods or
- Passengers or empty. No other payments
whatever to be demandable, and no deten-
tion for Tickets or otherwise at any places

to be allowed.

which, in considering the question as it stands in
relation to the Streehurricotta forest, have to be
separated, with reference to the revenue realized
from the latter place alone—and as the toll charged
on the trade in the Canal according to the rules at
present in operation is levied on the Tonnage of

each boat whether carrying Goods, or Passengers, or empty ; the revenue so derived affords no

criterion to prove the utility of the system or increase of trade over the former state of tHings.

# 7. To return to the subject in hand. The system adopted since July 1857, by dividing*
the forest in eight portions, and selling each portion year by year, by which arrangement it is ex-
pected that the several portions having each full eight years to grow again will in that time attain
their pristine condition, was opposed at first by the Collector as calculated to destroy the forest

- totally piece by piece. Mr. Shubrick’s opinion was supported by the Revenue Board, but being

overruled by Government he proposed that the forest should be divided in five instead of eight
portions, alledging that five years is sufficient for

Seven years is allowed for copptcc in Eng- regrowth as in various parts of Europe, and ia
this case also the Collectors’ suggestions were over-

land, and this period is found suitable on the

' Malabar Coast, but 1t is not syfficient for ruled. Tt cannot however be gathered, from the
hard woods in the Carnatic. correspondence that transpired that any other
- consideration was held in view than that of mere-

H‘ C‘
ly releasing the Revenue Establishment from the

duties on it in addition to their Departmental employment under the former system, that the sys-

tem of leasing by piecemeal was introduced—whether the quota hitherto contributed by the
& ' whole range of 40 miles to meet the annual de-
mands of the Madras market is likely still to be

One-eighth not sufficient for the supply of |
' kept up from the one eighth portion of the forest

Madras, but too much to fell.
e, 2 ~ to which the working is now lin ;
o T S e | S * that remains to be solved. To judge from the

- Collector’s proposal to divide the forest ad
. My, Shubrick did not offer this suggestion until after mature consideration of the subject it may

~ be inferred that he considered a lurger portion absolutely necessary for a one year's supply, leaving

~ thisaside for the present, I would bring to prominent notice the fact, that the expence to Government
M’f@"ﬂﬂmm not more than the pay of one Zillahdar at 5 Rupees a month ; this is all the

lonal expence under the old system, and it is mightily overweigheJ by the time and consequent
ed in the ion of complaints when a Ryot cuts a yoke stick for his plough,

or a quantxfyof thorn fé‘réﬁcing his cultivation which is immediately complained against by the
present Renter as an invasion of his right; and he has stretched it so far as to take into his por-
tion of the lease the trees that had been watered and brought up by the villagers within their own

fields, which is now cut down the same as if they stood in the natural forest, the avenue of shady

Margosa trees leading to the Village Pagoda planted and watered for years by the Village is

levelled with the like impunity. The Orange trees, for which these jungles have been so famed,

are spared it is true, but simply because there are some eX-
I saw no Qrange trees except two  cepted fruit bearing trees, such as Tamarind, Palmyra, &c., in
species of wild Lime. #H,C. the lease from which a separate revenue is derived by Go-
vernment. No provision appears to be made in the lease for
securing to Government the other sourees of revenue, viz. Honey, Bees wax, Medicinal roots, &c.,
in the portion rented out this year; on the contrary, the Government has given the Renter fnll la-
titude* to clear every thing above the surface
& Minutes Consultation No. 141, dated 5th
February 1857, para. 5 with reference to
the Revenue Board's proceedings para. T of .
No. 71, September 3rd 1856.

ed. A portion of land spreading over an area of

bare and exposed to a tropical sun, offers very

other parts of the country by means of the Canal, -

Timited is-a question

into five instead of eight portions, secing that

of the ground so long as the roots are not touch= :

five miles in a sandy and salt soil, once laid
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- thatithe medicinal, vegetable, and creeping trees:

Quite true.  H. ¢, i
require shadecand- support, for they.grow no

‘where; butiat the raots:of the brushwoodiwhich.

spreads-its ' 3
f'fri :“ ; lttsoltirer‘ bmn_ches.over the ground. and shades *them; from:the sun.. The honey:in thi
» ¥ d epos;ted in the hollows of large trees. The Honey Bee is thither attrZ;:te& bl;

these | sifet 5
se hollows being plastered; by-the Yenadies with:a. compesition-made up ofithe flowers: of the -

Purreekay i of 1
indisorimi.n:t}:;;:,u(;ft;f?:f l;lt’appended)mrd the milk of the Pidathee:tree (No, 43), By such
Wi R the, w:; 0. Eall';.' that-damage must necessarily result to the interests of Go-
tiin; ol thoin oves Py ~3 :im"t 18: case; the large trees being felled admits of no chance at any
e alto. s f%" fw ﬂ'fﬁ»thlrf-place, the sand, would: drain-out the moisture, and! its rapid,
remop ok 1 O'ranted“tl Jsoor_l dry up the roots; The lease of the one-eightl portion:
i e M a;l 2 . in. July last, l?u_r. operations were deferred until September ‘to. give
ey ¢ helr wood, cutters to glear away, their stares; and already within five
visso-dar out away, that thera mmqixis.» only the b:usliwuod’wﬁiéh come. under the

Tast class; and ¢ . :
: and faggots whick l!a.\'e L0 bé cleared. lll..mféring to the cutting down of the largﬂ"!z'eg,s,jt'

mustheob 3 :
sexved, that this wasnever done under theformer systew of working the forest for firewood ;

for the wood v ;
ot cutters making trade of it would always preserve, and husband up the resources of em-

.

loyment as w

;:u» -;:::3: ;:i;g‘lua; ffc;od,:bothwhich:thé forest afforded ;and. they Wkl e Monschiin T thie
“billit eould be founa or;“ ‘;f".d"f” mag be seon in the frewood stocks abaut Town, where notasingle
e i ts.‘P, ;L:t:_m'ber,;- yet the. demands of the market were fully met, yielding a
12,000 Rueas o yon, on tor.- " 2" O28ble seasons, atiained . wiaximim in. frewood alone. of
for which the annual ], or.4rper. cent.an the capital; no less than a third more than the-amount
been improved, that the oo . S\ 0 there is’every. reason to. expect since the canal bas

- that the tax f"merl‘ ' maximum rate will be kept up if rot increased as the trade is increasing
who got the Jease {o: 'ge;(l;,d tannot be considered too high is proved by the fact that the Renter
profit of l"';OORnﬁées e B.upees S(tld !xis interest’ almost dimmediately by subletting it for a
!t Portions, which fell to the hands generally of those persons who had

dlready s6mé experienc: '
‘ . xperience of the trade and ifs advantages, and what profit they wonld make of it,

&ven according to
€ to the presefit rate of tol] on tonpage, in place of the former mode on the Cargo of

each Boat 1oag of firewoad,
.."‘8.. 'L‘he ' e TF Ay ‘ i : Re.
ventie whigh dd‘:bfi; 20w adopted: by all the instancés adduced, entailya positive loss on thé Re-

n reality ﬁwght'wi;ha%m,?_be'?omrbdmcad.by any gain whatever to the public ;.and it is -
vy il 4 the .m,,se,g,?w i,xj?ry to the dwellers of the forest. Proceeding from Vil
nan, axe in po ¢ Yenadies ahode to auother, it affords a eurious Spectacle to sse the

wood.man, ax T ; -
e in hand, ang aghil, himself engaged in the work, complaining of the. deprifation -

ca&sbd by, @ -
the bwmn:’ g ‘m!h‘“ ““;mrmd of the forest. One Ryot complaips that his water eigqsed to
: 800 dry m a soil so sandy ; another that he cannot eut a yoke stick i PR

and not o : 5 are

lain, ofgi;’;:n?:'!b:%w‘hm ; a fourth that the cattle have no pasturage, the Yenadie com-
Sistan e, !’m,'& Mg cut off; and all with one voice béwail the loss of their means of sup-.
’ oodman why he assists in the destruction complained “againist by himself, and

s;n; is b3 e . _
i t&m ok ';:::dh “ itds better that we get the wages than let strangers come in to devofir -
b”ln_ae we rét&;,acz&‘thpy' come from distant’ Gramums and from Palicat to live amongst us =
!’) B s ﬂl’lttohel[‘rﬂ!eﬂénl.er.-"‘ N 3= - L fEETE DT T
S8 D Ffis onimen 5 ' < S TP S e
ﬁ"’t' ahd of fggdw th:f}'e‘lucm the land ta cultivation as a better Source of revenue to Govern-
€ people, has to be enquired into; but it is very, difficult in jufigle tracts

biabited by git e .
: 6 d""'“"-"!ﬂl,\ﬂio, have no mutval sympathy to form a corrcet opinion on any ques-

= o{m B e :
litle qpong , oeral utility when it bears on both classes equally. The Yenadie tribe care very:

k) about 1 3 2 & ’ - ‘ sid-
e e °“‘»“".*"°“m¢ﬂ‘mrg is enough of reason from the peculiarity of the ‘}@'JP’ decui— :
forest ds it ‘stands, .and the dwellers in the Strechurricotta forests are far

hose who ma

%fﬂm o 1 the cate with the jungle people in’ other parts ; and as for tho:
' ade, they are in all réspects equal to the merchants with

ave gy g Bome for ¢
. '"dindic desire to socure w better supply of foad for their own SUBPOTEIn

&t . Py = - I
& » ~ = I e 3 =

-y
= - -

shaft ; a thirg ,
are hue-gn,':dh::l:'l’“.m means of strengthiening - his fence against the ‘iutrusion of cattle that
 bag 2 ander freely in the forest by hundreds, as their chiéf pastfirage is ‘on her-

being incapapie of judginiy, the Yenadie tribe are brovght a good deal more in contaet With - | :
vhom they

5.
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i‘ o e ey - i L l ' 8. Mr.y Williams’ report\has mainly reference to the loss of revenue gnt&ilev_:l by ﬂ::i ai:l:vp;
ST P“- l "R Orpzr THEREON, No. 609; dated .‘“ILAPn'] 1858. Sy P i ‘ 35 tion of the renting system, but this, it need not be remarked, was foreseen at the time, a

: : “ : ; i “on . Williams'
R gt I'he Conservator of Forests submits .’Rapon by his Assistant Mr. Williams, and B on other grounds that the change was mtt;;duce(:‘. T;erf 1; tgxé)\lx;zzro;neﬂf:r:i« ;}f; tid:f i ‘;?itl!l‘a-
g . ®3emo. by himself, on the Jungl : t which calls for special notice, and that is the effect ol t )
i e ~ es, and the firewood supply of Madras. report which ca P : j . i ti-
" 2 Dr. Cleghom, after alluding to the nature of the soil :nd t:) f:eydescripﬁﬂ of trees 3 gers, It is stated in para. 7 that they cannot cut wood for a yoke qt."‘.:k’ iy forff‘;flcm.g ﬂ:n‘ :v‘;lli;c
b £ xad am!bf w’.h found in Wﬁnﬂ&, adverts to the growi / want of fuel in the Madras = ; vation, without a complaint being preferred by the .Rentéfa of an "‘“z‘;".‘m o 'tlsbl; o ‘\]}.enter
- ket m“ sitating the resort by the PR sobabicn s togsml'ee'wghaﬁeomh B ik st He' on the other hand, trees reared and nursed by the \}::llige;:&:‘e cut‘ﬁn e:smz;:::llj:l R i
& says, “however convenient this supply of firewood th under the terms of his lease. The Government think t e villag {
R residents, the destruction of the shrubs, '8 t0 the Madras traders, as well as epod’ ‘ ~ gt { taki od for domestic and agricultural purposes, and that the Collector should
-l - < : Toots, &c., will become hereafter a serious inconvenience retain a right of taking wood for dome ' S T S
B . to the public, and a source of detriment | = ’ , ; d he Renter cutting' down the grove of trees leading RESLE
s ot o it to the Canal, as the Isthums will revert to its desert stafe, have interfered to prevent the Renter g D Cladhiney i
and the dry and loose sand be drifted into the Glml' e e | d and d by the people. The Board of Revenue, to whom Dr. Cleg il 15
e SETOL SN and . 3 . . Pagoda, planted and reared by the people. : 0 ]
mww&&u the growth of trees and 'lhmb:ve::mdb?::iimwrg syste- | Reports will be communicated, will be requested to call for a report on these P"“;f;’e ;m:oall)?in- :‘
lluticp aa dm established, by which means the soil will be protected fn;m the sweﬁi"‘i: A ' request Mr. Shubrick to state whether the tribe of Yanadlcs‘have been, ‘;n' ;-ll‘e ‘ol ré,Zlaim t’;x m. il
ing winds, and the Jungles, besi providing fodder for cattle, will bex" condition to meet the juriously affected by the introduction of the rents ; whatever w:ll.t?lfd s i s deved fl il A
e wants of the Madras market,. =~ Tig 2 ‘ ol people from their accustomed habits, and to introduce them to gt i;ﬂ;’ ml}ﬂt th con; l helt- i
3. The M:‘h Dr. C’l ; . e irabl ime iolent and sudden change, which will deprive them of s ‘
< 2 which .Dr. Cleghorn suggests for th sntained inthe desirable, but at the same time, any violen Fe : el :
g‘a : last para. Of his l'lmo. and are to the following e&iﬁ: B v g e e er and occupation before they have got rid of their d}staste for the habits of c]:vgil'z::immw» and |
L SR ¢ 1!‘.‘3 2 mt‘hs‘moﬂhe North and South Canals, the Overseers and Emp-lo.y!'ﬂ. , have acquired, to some extent, a settled means of livelihood, would leath;g? ; /
s L g :hetecwm ‘of Public % wﬁh, be encouraged to extend their plantations on the banks of (Signed) H. FO s

Acting Secretary to Government.

S 4
o 1

Co;xsuha.tion 17th March 1856, No- -
- thing above ground, but not to T ' 10t would be entitled to clear it of every R
high ST A 6" Phiss i cheR every. -

H Engluhplmtu;m where wood of this descriptionhil: :;tm conform,wy with the le, pumled iﬂ( 7

from which sh wil . : close, nothin but ing lefty
ich shoots will spring, I this plan eriremies ii t}]:i a stump being left;

s

LT L
o

" entsystem must of course be ade I s country, a differ- 1
o  generally employed in Efa::emm gh (;l. that of ]oppmg the branches of pollard tr:r;’, the plan F
- will not be RMMMG;VM e Ea eghorn maintains that without some shade the forest 4
the eximng lease, which it ; Mm tare m{lmg to reconsider the matter prior to the ciose of
& - Phw Bormngint stosnh :d weq,dl,::pue on the 30th June ensuing. e
for their approval, the rules nn&f:g ooy auest that Dr. Cleghorn will, on an early date, submit, §
|| similarjungls. ~ Dr.Cleghornmust howenr 1. PTPO% t treat the Sircoharicoah nd otheF %
" of keeping out cattle or protecting ghewm 'n mind that there are no means in this country B
of protecting the young shoots from’ young shoots of the stumps from destruction. ‘If any means £
- - m cattle should eceyr to Dr. Cj g Y i
communicate them to Government, T. Cleghorn he will be so good as 0 g
7. Inrespect to the system now pupened « - £ sl L
once in 8 years, Dr. Cleghorn will o(;dsi‘;‘;f“:i t‘}':e;h: lease of parts of the Smehuriemhmﬁfg , 3‘

Ofthe ’ungl s m}v ‘ “ he term Of s ear liowed fﬂf tlie re a -IE
propos‘i‘tion;;l‘:;:ma :;:sf;wt, a longer term will he in;rody;xce;. e It is desirable that any

DeEe 3 0“::. :lt;ach the Government in time for communication i@{b; |
e SEE T ' € next Fusl e i . B ’
niot to put up any portion of the Jungle to auction :“:‘Zi and t:: Boag :rr:}; ;:;stmctMr »Shnirk 3
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