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12. The Collector states that it is impossible now to aseertain with precision how far topes
have been given up from exorbitant taxation, nor are the descendants of former proprietors at
present known. The topes are generally  the remnants of old ones and are not considered pro-

i aocapied agrecably with rates agreed to mutually by the propriciors and 1yofs I
. former times. It-am!‘--ﬂot fluctuare mdisa;bd‘eiate in amount.” i - fFa

>

.

. 7. Mr. Smollett observes that the only parts’
District that are embellished with fine topes and ornam
* to the Government tope rules of Himber are ghe ancient Zemindarics ; and be atuibutés {145
oF 7 Nt tope rules of 1848 not being sufficiently liberal and encouraging. He consi=
ders that Government should undertake Y g iy 1o B

r ‘ e 4-!’ ;
C. 0. B. /al. 1. para. 442.

& ing of i

foe scale 1 sﬁpf}ly the

u'

“ fitable" so that no hope exists of the land being desired solely on account of the trees upon
it, except for the purpose of cutting and selling the timber after which the land would be thrown
up perhaps as land comes inte more demand for agricultural purposes under the recently modi-
fied assessment, offers may be made for the land on which these topes stand, and when the offers
come from substantial and respectable parties the land with the trees upon it may be given to

them till then the renting system must continue. The letters of the Collector’s and Sub-

A s i i SR

. ';b"” and firewood which is becoming scarce, or should imit: policy of the Zem- !
p‘;a:?t:;if:n; ::;l::n 1;1 Perpetmty at a Pegpql‘?pm rent to privaté pa ties who upderwke W Collectors show the care which is necessary to guard against parties advancing claims to topes /51
o0 Walts twid. | it = % '  solely for the purpose of cutting them down. ‘
' i W his Distr; " Cullector’s. Report shows B i 18. There are no old topesin this dis- e
. Guntoor. ' thﬁfig“eln d:: Distfict ales thg ?]olfff@rbeg;:r:ment Qﬁi@gleput, 19th in Consultation 22d January trict regarding which a change of system is " 1
- 271h Sept. in Cons. 21st Oct. 185644 for althouch 1t e ity | o s 1856, No. 263. sary. ' On the introduction of the field Ly
i : . or alth gh‘_\v&e@u» topes amount to 883 occupying 450 £ s necessary. n‘ 1e introdu {
11%" 4252. s acres of land Mr’i’;e not so overtaxed that it would be 3. ; Wi L . assessment, the former Muectah or fixed money :
ot T boon to give tlen m‘tﬂei‘r ancient proprietors or present rente;& rents, were ‘““with some rare exceptions” commuted for the survey rates of assessment. Where 1
on the tarum assessment of  the land. Oa t} b thStar smont amonnts to Rupees the old Muctah paymaents still continue it is because they are lower than the tarum assessment
L * would be, so_that the holders of  the topes do not wish for the change. Here therefore again ;
|

8,157 while the annual revenue now collected

, =, upposed extra
“Rupees 5,493, so that the Suppos  the, topes lab':)ur under no excessive taxation,

mlso? d?es not ?xist. These topes used to be assessed on ah estimate of - thielff proguce one - By
| €ing In most instances taken as the Governme tsha : - settlement Mo ﬁ wth Arcot 30ih A ri&a C - i 5 : it
is to rent them for periods of from 8to 5 i byt b‘“_‘he prese T, 0 PR ’ I e s e 1, A 14. The circumstances of this District are precisely |
preceding fuslies,” : i ‘wt being based N Srjpar : ay 1856, No. 1457, slm.dm- to those of Chingleput. Most of the topes are on lands : ‘
o g b g ‘ 5 . e bt which pay the ordinary land revenue, and a few Government 1‘ 1
No of | ; 5 ks | 9 : Th C ueeg-,; @m from imp ., t;z“:;g:id!;l g:‘:na” annualdsum Of.Rupees 1,862-9 have continued to be rented out because { !
L gt T o s, 08 Uottertit SN = Tiusec.to occupy .them permanently o he land Mr. Hall thinks ut
Acves. arum Assesst.  Offor. = 3 =f ool ; taken . ‘ Y on payment of the land tax, s .
i3 topes. i Rupees. ﬁ.' .\!ﬁ'qrmatx.o,n gnd the changes wi.uc.h ha'v; thdie%" that under the new moddigd assessment offers will beymade for them, and if so they can be ac- %J‘:‘
; ! b 165 798 - T LA place it 3 not posub-le- now to]dls:l;gms‘ rivatey ? cepted ; but the Boar(.l canno‘t. support the Collector's proposal of remitting 1 of the tarum as- 4
T 1,125 s 1,125 ff‘p'es. which were originally P an {gﬁ y P cybt f:msment v‘.fhen a tope is ke?pt up, “ the full Beriz being invariably levied when the land is culti- ; i
- i 157, irdividvals from those wii & 935 o [:er o Lok vated with a cgp of grain or any thing else.” &
oy g . i Government. But his enquiries show that 1l Y =y ' : i
1nstances aoted el T ik 5 : rr UE S L s i . : i : § , : {
) occupancyt: :?:e:‘:;‘gﬁ;’;b: °°°“Pm§3_px: e villagers agree to fake the topes on ;{];'er“:;o i T ‘;’g;;e ]zg"‘lgﬁéy i Cons. 2d June 15. In this District there are no tope':s ‘wehich have
not diff * PR T somewhat in # of the tarum assessnient. These otlers € : gl 2 . lapsed to Government from over”taxation or other p
titer much from the average rent of late yeirs, and the : . oive Puttahs for A g - : i
them in all instances at the tasup, e years, and thel u{ector roposes to give i g » . causes, and now call for notice. % il
of Government. g assessment supposing ith correctness '&?:*‘fhﬁ’:" f’ t i . gy ;,r;_.ln . Trichinoply, 29th March in Cons. 19t 16. The present topes are limited to 10, and oc- ‘ ] :
?‘-.i ; ‘ ! - e 2 ; A April £856, 4 after No. 1093, .  cupy 81 Cawnies of land assessed at Rs. 159-3-6. They i
- 4@ l0. Offers have also been m A e | p%_g@‘}*‘g 1 : B f now yield a rent of Rs. 280-4 and the Collector advo- "
e gl ‘ Sas : . f;’;ﬁmzﬁt:ﬂ“:mw: n;'u;(ze::]:,?: 483, “ ; . cates their bginé made over to the ryots at the®rdinary land tax. This can be done. i |
: LR o 7 : ba - N ; it o e e 3 : y i
R e A;erqqa- 'm e e +o®84 although this sum exceeds the average rents by 70 per . . Madura, 315t May in Cons. 8th August 1856, ~ 17. In this District there are & number of & |
e e 483, cent. jtis hr® below the tarum assessment. For the : #,‘P U2, ' petty topes as shown in the following statement, dle ﬁ l
f{‘?-‘mume‘m. e e 1276, remaining 543 topes, now yielding an aven .f;"é;s B‘“_ ! | S - - i : L i ‘; f
; g : pees 4,059, hut occupying land assessed to ses 5,653 no i ="y e e : : Extent | - Present g |
i ‘._have,?'et'been. made, and the Collector justly ders that for all these (topes ﬂ,gf’lﬂuent : PR it A i TR 5 No. B s Land Tax. v ? A
f:;’f: o f*‘.‘:;g must b continued until offer} are made for taking them permanently at the E ey L; e s : i 44 T
into beating. and mes D Offerawill perhaps be pade in some instances, when more frees S il | (zopes paying tree tax... .2 —‘ ol 1sis | sy | e o] ol roe0sel of - o8
e BE R q,ag mean_wh?le M‘r.'ﬁwm thinks that it would be ,a‘aagggggqugytp Lo g Sy Topes reuted, omitting 4 held on long leases. ...| 381 3941 927( 3 5, 2,345 8| &| i
1 iobenon longer letes of 10 0 1 years;u proposi which as the Board's concursence, whet the e e e B S ot e I
\ v entis not much below the land tax, and the avnfea, ts are likely to plant and take care of the S ORI (x4 : i, Total.....| 1694 [1,157-1 | 8,051 10]t1/10,006| 4/ 5 ijs ‘
- § L e et i . T S R
. , = : ; The Coil r does not state when these topes were planted, or how they fell under cirear ;l
: ~. : management, bt Yepresents, that they are coming into disadvantageous competiti ith th il
= s i rrendering ‘ BT i g , g petition ‘with the & m
a%veme thf“ o Guziz;f:i é;,ymnt of . mew topes planted ef-:"h@%ﬂcs of 1848, which are exempted from taxation for a cerfain 4 ‘}?
imﬂtﬂ in perma i = ol G sl gl ‘] ark I number of vears and then he lIa ¥ g
R ich accompani AR A v, B oot T -, RO P i pay the land tax, _
; 'ta;?e:}:;g:;e, are 2,821 in © From Collrit ‘3“‘ C'ans.«ﬁbl]; March 1854 Mr. Parker therefore repeats the strong re- ; i
e sho ;&ff‘(} &m;f—;ﬁ_ 12,592 acres o To qfwammem 2d April 18:55. i - commendation which he made in 1854, for all ; ‘
e i e andal sevemnao W vom do¥ 3lst May in Lons. 29tk Oct. these topes being assessed at the ordinary land i =
900 while the presentd i e 3 ey i
e 2 » : s 1855, ‘,Ng‘; 6()5‘3 D. T ~ tax. For some of the rented topes claimants s { ‘
il L 1 i i can be found, and he considers that the Collec. {j ! fi
] - t i 41 g
< s 8
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SR Vaf e 22. It thus appears that in the Districts under review there g
* Trichinoply..ies'. 121 willonly bea present annual loss of about Rupees 8,328% ia carry- 1
Madura..cscue....or... 7000 ing out the plan of surrenderingthe topes, and Government will |
¢ perceive that exorbitant taxation of the description supposed viz.

Y g

t{iimbatore.......-.--.... 7

SN v s it 1980 taxation §n excal of the ordinary land assessment, has rarely inter-
= = 1 == fered with the cultivation of topes. Next toa scarcity of water
=l 8328 the difficulty has been and still is that the ordinary assessment
2 e ~— has discouraged the planting of trees, as the land holders have
preferred to ra?se produce which gives quicker returns unless the land tax is suspended
hen the ‘trees are fruitless. This is shown by the instance of iTanjore which is well
9oded although the trees pay a tax which exceeds the tarum assessment, because when assessed 4
is planted ~ with trees the teerwah is suspended until the trees come to bearing. :’-T
presume however, that Government do not intend to give a bonus for

trees, by redenfg the ‘}ordinary assessment of culturable land so employed, and it
‘be premature now to discuss such a measure, when the gradual operation of the
1€ Increase of capital, the late relief of private wells from taxation and the general
land assessment now in progress may remove all argument for it. They deem
‘ Colleetor’s should be empowered to give tracts of sandy land, unfit for
moderate quit rent, when it is applied for to plant topes. These would
' mﬁpny trees which grow on soils which cannot otherwise

Rt LA, .

L o JeXE %5 |

Bl s B h%. i the old topes are to be made i

_over when 2 plicat ; 5 > parties to whom the o pes 1
War P lg.nt;e, rti w& § Mafernment contemplated their being offered first to ' P?

oS e ‘Planted them or their descendants, when still
;:d:hutm:h xings and otherwise ““to certain of the chief ryots'in trust i
i e le village or perhaps to the whole body of ryots as a village e | -
S L . abjoat of thwddetie au, fho présseystion: of. sho-toeseiihe Bulked {!
e is “G’Cﬂﬁsa‘ly to prevengﬂ;e ’

%&fav 15- i ""

f = - ! '
ire ar 3 topes falling into the hands either of needy i
desgi ks °PPOrtunity of selling the timber, or of discordant communities whose E',
:  Callgee, " 5ioet d dintruction of ths trees. For this purpose it s

L 2y B |

e toiies The 10 Abe‘;‘gl:;:m have 5 dbe’retionn,_;‘pqvwer in deciding on the parties to : I

origi 48, over. The choice shotild be'given to e descendants of EAES
original planters, when they are mep of mwmmrymb‘r giv G?ML?M Y A e |
+ O wealth and standing, 14 1, looked foramong the chief inhabitants of the village or 11
s %m ﬂi::; the topa The Coﬂecq&:ga should feel a reasonable confidence in the e l’:;:
: % - xopes "'P'v.vg;-lvenuﬂley will he _absc W,emmd dl% preserva- i

it eartying out their expressod intentions of maintaining ||
ever which have been hitherto enjoyedin common,
teerwah, unless the parties now interest_

3 -'. S5 .
0 a contrary course. -

Bans. of the Collector of South Arcot shows that :
k- | | i - . 1’_ ',: ~ Ui oo ‘ X ;\ -b;;-v; ;:;‘. g ‘
‘ ui’f%fs? d branch of the subjeet, © general system of taxation to be pursued

,i'll:d topes, on waste or ur

sessed land has now to be considered.

me reform which ‘Government ordered to be car-

exemption of fruit trees from tax, when

on Puttzh and Enam lands and on the

rdi g to the information at present before
sure has caused no change in the 94 Districts
: M s are now untaxed, but accounts

LI ST
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| The only large revenue is in Tanjore where the system does not appear to b

%\ o
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6 Fort Saint George, Rev

require some investigation. In cther Districts the surrender of revenue as far as it is yet
known will be as follows

A A PN A N AP A TN N PSP PP Y B ST

enue Consultation of 12th March 1858.

Districts. Rs. A. P. Remarks.
Gunteor... 212 4 4 : .
Madura 867 0 0 For backyardsthe restare untaxed.
Ganjam .., 4 0 0 Ona piece of enam land.

Tanjore - 92,172 11 8 On Assessed lands. J
Salem ... 4,500 0 O Estimated for Palmyras on occupied
Kurnool .. 705 0 0  Puttahlands.

28,461 0 O

ave excited complaint
as the land tax is light and the trees are the property of the landowners who can fell orhot*:::;;:
dispose of them at pleasure. But the collection of this revenue must . ol d a pett
and interference involving as it does the supposed anpual scrutiny of 678,975 trees én k th);
demand against numerous landholders, Its abandonment will therefore be advantageous 1

- holder of the land.

kind.. In reply to the Board’ ‘
. a : . i
oarc's enquiry whether it would not be advisable to ab‘:;isaé'mﬁgeous

| cum u.mdh” some disadv

. o . : yesse dy
Board's opinion. In Malabar fruit trees havealways been taxed when growing on as.sca.v:;l lax:e :
but this is a component part of the revenue system of the Province and could not be depar
from without a general survey and revised scheme of taxation.

! 26. In some instances the trees are not enjoyed by the parties who ho

:::;’;lg !Jteen ;‘n the possession of parties while the land was lying unoccup

exity. 1n some Districts, South Arcot X le, it isthe practice to

who holds scattered trees to give them upoor f;:rk: t;’:ll)m’d on whicfx they stand when ano]th(;:
person offers to take it for cultivation, and in Salem this usage prevailed also. But latter ,gy.d
has been held that the troe Puttahdar canndhbe. 2% é

Board's Proceedings 6th November and the Board ruled that the scattered trees are £ = p-mn
1854, for when a different party takes up the land f&’.Jr cultx;:jlizd

i : and pays its assessment. Thus a tax must still be order

in some instances for trees standing on occupied ground, but the spirit of the Government
seems to require that an equivalent sum should be deducted from the demand against

1d the land, the trees
ied, and this causes
call on the party

tax on the land
and clusters of
anting and pre-
gh on t‘.JGM' F
o be given

7. Another reform which the Government desire is the substitution of 3
for the tree tax or renting system which is now in force regarding village topes
S o unoccupied lands. The object of Government is to encourage the pl
'e"‘f“‘“‘ of,topf"' by reducing the exeessive taxation which is now thought to wei
::d TR respecting the amount of revenue which will thus bave ©
now 2':1:(1 fI : uhhowem ﬁmudg.ﬁ‘“ almost invariably the land tax would much exceed whc:itﬂ::
of mvlr’enue::i;} A Lz{:es ';; that the change is rarely wished for and when it takes place ne sarid of
the tree tax wh:n e oceur.  For sometime past endeavours have been made to g€t this.
course. Two d;: v'e:sp::m“bh in this manner, and the Collectors will continue t0 follow ! =%
similar system ptev::; % nd‘g:l:r,T:i’;o;e including the wet talooks of Trichinopoly WHEE

s ? or some . 2 : ;
2. In Tanjore when assessed lands are p;P:_.“dl n o ice is to susPe" gke
- with topes the practice 18 £0 =

and levy the land tax always. the ¢ .
to the Government a:da:h:ay" t?e Collector replies that the change would be
SYPs PUVp ¢ To the former it would causeran immediate

to the amount of Ry :
Rupees 14,478.4.), while as regards the latter it would remove theb‘:ihg

| ment which is now given 1o keep up and exteng uab
\' 0 ik , UP aad extend valuable plantations by no charg® 1 system ¥

while the ; ,
tees are young and fruirless. Although therefore the '©

ked by Government, it has procuref% >
d has 18€

— o) | . R e - < - e |

 cable is to lay down certain principles for the guidance of Collectors w

' leaves only and not be allowed to touch the trees,

o

e . i 3, P e

. P 5 A B P S P e A
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Government give up the revenue to which they are entitled for the land while the frees are
growing and the system is thus merely a voluntary and amicable bargain between the two par-
ties, Government and the land owners, to their miufual advantage. " Government reeeives even-
tually a small increase of revenue and the land holders must be large gainers too, as they are
perfectly free to abstain from planting trees, or to cut and sell them after they are grown and

they have found planting so profitable that the tree tax has gradually increased from an average
In the latter year the timber of the

0 "

of Rs. 49,436 in fusly 1236 to Rs. 92,770 in 1262.
Province was greatly destroyed by a hurricane; and the tree tax fell off to Rupees 61,642, But

this shows that the pressnt “system of taxation is efficpcious in procuring the supply of fruit
and shade on which Government lay stress for while the young trees newly planted to replace
those blown down are grawing up the assessment on the land is suspended, and has caused this
temporary diminution of revenue. But Goyernment and the Provinee will soon benefit by ex-
tensive plantations coming into yield, and 48 other systems have failed to produce this result and
create the rich and wooded appearance which - distinguishes Tanjore the Board concur with the
Collector in abstaining from a recommendation of a change of taxation,

81. In Bellary the principle of reducing the tax on topes to the lzvel of the ordinary Jand
assessment will cause an abandonment of revenue to the amount of Rupees 23,435. This sum
consists of 2 items the first is an extra cess, called ritvaz jasty, levied on Betle nut and Cocoanut
gardens planted Pfidf to the survey to bring up the sux:vey’ assessment on them to what it was
under the rents.  The additional sum thus collected used to be Rupees 21,570, but from the
decay of the gardens under the pressure of this impolitic tax has sunk to Rupees 13,050. The
Board reeommended the abolition of this cess when proposing a general modification of the as-
sessment in Bellary and Government assented to the measure so that this reform Has been al-

il il ready sanctioned. The 2nd item amounts to Rupees
Bds. Pro. 15th Nov, 1855, para. 48. 10,385, and is the estimated loss which will oceur on
Ex. Mins. Cons. 2d June 1857, p. 8, No. fixing & land ‘assessmient on the village and other topes
531, R. D. instead of renting them. The Board are inclined to
st think that the trees will often be found too seattered
QR”;L ........... MRS L 0y 11,565 to fix a tax on the land, and that the very great differ-
Estimated Assesst.ce......... ... 1,170 ence in the Collector’s calculation between the rents®
~— anid the  land tax willl not occur, but this is a minor
Difference... 10,385 consideration and the proposed changes should be
carried out wherever practicable.

92. The next point relates to the manageinent of topes and clumps of trees, when fr?m
wah of the land on which

their scattered position it is not practicable to assess them at the teer A
they stand. They must then continue to be rented out, but the mode in which they have hither-
to been occupied, their peculiar circumstances, and the methods of taxation which are locally
popular differ so much, that it is impossible to frame any general rule. All that appears practi-

it ho will act on them under
the control of the Board of Revenue, These principles ate (1) to induce the parties intrested
whenever practicable to pay the land tax and thus become proprietors of the tope. (?) When a
tope has been long held by a party, and there is no apparent . prospect of the land being wanted
for aggricultural purposes, to fix a Muctah or fair annual fixed sum, and grant a long lease of 15 or
20 yeass, the lease holder having the decayed timber and loppings, but not being allowed to fell
trees or make use of the land except for planting. (3.) In other instances arrangement, must be
‘made by putting the topes up to competition ot by giving them to parties who agree to p?y the
tree.tax, according as the Collector finds desirable, but when the topes are thus held on br.lef te-
nures, the protection of the trezs scems to require that the contractors should have the fruit and

m———

33. The question of “ Permanent Puttahs” next ealls for attention. It is propose
j Proceedings of Government to issue them on two occasigns

Para. 9 and 20.
: bo

standing on usoccupied ground ; and when parties W
have planted topes on unassessed land agree to pay teerwah for it, instead of the
will be observed that the Collector’s argue against giving a * Permanent Pattah”
case; and the Board entirely concur in the objections they express. Instea

in the first

R

T
- e VO
E i, il ek it Nl i v

d in the
viz., when a tax is levied on one or more scattered trees
troe tax: kR

d of encouraging the in-
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convenient and em i i

who plant a déta?}?:;ai:::g RECHpany of waste land by giving ¢ Permanent Puttahs” to parti |

ORI © sl o a:POD 1}1; Wu.:hout': .permission, the Board consider that the pfactilzz |

pm'p.-{ges’ il S Consmﬁ t}:;;:sx hlesinge it interferes with the disposalof land for aggﬁcnlt;xréi

standing upon it. The Board putes when one party holds the land and another enjo, sa tree
would therefore as heretofore give no seperate puttahs .}Of detach- |

ed trees when it ¢
an be avoide !
ided, entering the tax which is payable for the tree in the party's

3

2 ordinary puttah when

5 ‘ mand against him for tl}:: f:}:i)idsf one, and otherwise giving him a paper showing merely the de-
E tice of requiring the party to v ;i th:}:ree’ and they would as much as possible m:intain the prac-v
i G.overnme;nt wants the land or an g;!; it Pﬂ?' teerwah for the land on which it grows, w}led |
¢ _wish to plant should in the Bo dﬁ er personapplies for it for aggricultural purposes. Parties wh'-
" , ment of its assessment, or unda'rﬂ: opinion, take up land formally for the pﬁrpoﬁeither ‘('m"paya.‘ |
,:,' it irregularly by the ;urre‘ ti:r. i t‘?P? rules.  To admit their right to land when they oceupy
; revenue and prevent the -o}::cul.xinpl'?n;mg “ a treewhich is frequently done to ‘gvzide the land
. 84. In the second casep 1 o other parties, appears very undersirable. :
g “ Permanent” Putta. Sucha a;q th.‘e BO_“d- would deprecate the issue of any special or |
] chva tutta is quite unnecessary and would lead to misconsiruction,

When;a ot takes it
- Whenaryot takes land, pays its assessment and recei i '
‘ eives the ordinary Puttah for it, he becomes

it proprietor, as far a fovernment is e e absolu
bl 1 ' s the Govern, is co he ab e
A nt is eoncerned, in the fullest sense, He has t lute

iy dispesal of the land :
i (ebrner | and Of 1 g S ¥
he likes.  No further title i::hzzz;: . N it and may dispose of his property in whatever way
' re required from the Government and to grant “Permanemé’ |

Puttahs now on the i
4 oceasions | :
ons proposed, would do harm by implying, that the holders of other

Puttahs have not the ;
: sa ‘ :
me rights and privileges. The Board would have one form of Puttah

it for all lands, whether
T her th 1 B
. by the District Haokum:ima:i: f}ﬁ;ﬂd w“bfrees or tursed to other purposes and make known
tag‘esszhicl‘:v;Puttihconfers. ‘ ‘and‘mbh? notifications as at %{égeni the rights and advan-
90, en however Tope B, i Hici i ‘ O
i i e i J}’lfﬂ.glje_rented_u,‘,;’vor given on a Muctahheasé,!%?uttnﬁmamtemmt
. o g;:iziat;aﬂ'ﬁfmppgpdgmbu* RM% “:;:1?::01'!;1’ of that used in North Arcot may with |
- Carcular to which the Coflas i B LRI atage be adopted, but ald! i
ML ke ‘ollectors havenow  an addition | i i _i:hQ.Bo?rd wauld'mggqﬁ
o : on to it, notifying that the Puttahdar

gl I,KightWas‘ limited to the precise terms of the Putta
and that if he desired to cultivate the land or 1

- it in permanency, he must pay itswassessmem

.

i tﬁf?ul[The' next point is the right of the.
ol full enjoyment of thei it
exceptional ease)t; have ;e:l;e]:elgfépz“? it ‘This has already existed in most D&ﬂ#‘im:md%mha
T oved by the circulation of the orders in wmcHGavérnmantax-
‘.cy. tWill Oecasiomn hz ol it i X e \lE
i wrgeh; Governn‘xe;it is abozt ﬁngg:h::,%tthﬂ»privuég? is abused, in the instances of the topes
b ;‘:év'gfeﬂ&lmg}iw the Collector appears f: vate parties on an engagement to pay the land tax
‘I‘ N i | oy “&_“1‘” OIders fel’ligl t ‘ 2 . 1
© unded as to be iucapable aﬁ;&,’;{s;’fﬁt until it is ascertained that the land will not be so de-
interference respecting 1ts assessment, But the Board are opposed to any restries
evils which result from all such interfiras s
it : SIHER ‘\“ by lq Pﬂ»ﬂﬁiﬂﬁerfﬁhnw o‘m ﬂm Pal'ﬁ Ofﬂjé'“ 1 ﬂ Hiate Baﬁi"fﬁ'
f:fmﬂxwgh few trees; may thus be preserved, ‘
i ers as they would be tempted to d if the
rivate wells more thar d, and the Board are anxious to avoid s .
Tu Qfﬂéi;%;ié iipeo he tope rules of 1848 that they look for a gradual in-

_owners of private topeé and trees on Puttah lands,
:‘ pressed its sanction of the Board’s proposal for establishing this prjncip']e;throughout the Presi-
| A ‘deprecate a departure from the rule which has
B mpmmf:‘ﬁ"ééf@“hﬁdl in private occupancy. Independently of W
ting trees on private lands without permission
: ' i béneﬁcial effect of freeing’
ension therefore of o few topes o trecs being cu

opinion to be allowed to int i
ot ﬁﬂ\w ,;!fm?xu;m& ere with a general principle which is aundoub
AL interfe this right or make it appear doubtful in the

"‘.'..'z‘ overnment topes under cirear nmnaggex‘nenz
recs in avenues and on tank and channel bauks no new
N,&xf.‘ The ‘best descriptions of trees to be plant-

localities have heen already deseribed ina Circular order
3lst July 1855.1;‘{’} ol

Hd prefor

i i I
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~ 88, New orders are also unnecessary to give the villagers a right to cut fuel and wood of

the commoner kinds for their domestic purposes. The Board will not however enter into the
f how valuable forest timber is to be protected and plantings effected as a conservancy

¢ has been recently established for this purpose.
39, One subject remains, the completion of the revision of the rates of taxation for scat-
In their late letter the Board proposed revised rates for 7 Districts, which have

(e | been sanctioned by Government, and pointed out that in 12
Board's letter to Government 2nd other districts no such measure was called for. There thus
April 1855, No. 813, p. 16. remained for future disposal the two provinces of Madura
From Government 8lst May 1853, and Tanjore : as respects the former the Collector now reports
No. 655, B. D. that the revised rates sanctioned for Trichinopoly would not
be applicable as they would raise the collections from Ru-

pees 9,257 to 10,628, instead of reducing them. The only reform proposed is to moderate and
simplify the tax on scattered Palmyras by reducing it to 5 pice when it exceeds that amount.

The Board recommend this measure for sanction, which would cause a trifling sacrifice of Rupees

i - 88, ‘Thé Poll_flecmr is opposed to exempting scattered Palmyras from taxation, for although this
 description of tree is now scarce, there are large tracts of land in the district fitted for its growth.

ar to the Board that any alteration of rates is at pres
rent parts of the district, where they

d since the Pymash have been assessed
the old trees are fast dis-
ds of them were destroy-

Revenue at Revenue at ed in the storm of 1853, This scale tallies

present rates.  Board's rates. closely with the taxation under the Board’s

Scattered trees. Rs. Rs. revised rates, as shown by the marginal state-

On waste land... ... 2,71 2,603 ment, and the voluntary plahting which goes

i On Porumpoke §c., 1+.6,281 6,111 on under it shows that it is acceptable to the
landowners.

question o
3 e departmen

terred trees.

i il o 40. In Tanjore also it does not appe
 sent called for.L These rates have hitherto varied in diffe

il L wete introduced by diﬁ’ere,vn‘t‘: Collectors but all trees plante
' at Mr. Harris’ rates, which will soon prevail throughout the district as

‘ appearing and thousan

ment, the Board took advantage
ed under the rules
yet responded fo by a few Col-
he rules haye not been made

‘ 41. When colleeting the information required by Govern
b of the occasion to call for a return of topes plant
C. B. Volm. page 442, of 1848. This call has only been as l.
lectors and their roplies show that t v ‘

at wished and anticipated.*

use of the exte
‘ ® Districts. Acres plantcd. From the information before them the Board
Guntoor. e LB AL el T e 168 are on the whole Jed to believe that land owners
5 prefer the toll system, perhaps, on some degree
191 from the facility it affords for evading the re-
| Bt bt like to the tax in

Fizagapatam ... .. e e
Nellore... | .o || lsse | on | ol s
aﬁ"‘ngﬁ;t- ML 7 ER 118~ venue, but chiefly from a dis

. South dréot ... .. L L R " any form for trees which are not in absolute
S Tagare 00 L B a4 | |11 bearing. The result of the top° rules thus far
: | " Jeads the Board to place their chief hope of a
iven to their culture by 2 modified land assessment,
‘Pﬁ%ﬁ wells from extra taxation. It seems however
Dates and other hardy trees
off and giving pieces of ground

. spread of trees onthe encouragement g
" and the exemption given to lands’ under
‘desirable as already “observed to promi te phmu\nons of Palmyras,
: which grow on land not fit for a&ﬁbﬁl-tuml purposes, by measuring
. toapplicantson a moderate and fixed quit rent. i
R eumBaget.)

rupstow, NoJ 98 ; daied 6th Masch 1858
T ‘ T ‘.'»‘,M‘;.‘ﬂ‘ 1lihs

the Board of ‘Re;‘xf&ue submit in part the info o
: , dated 31st May 1855, on certain gpiqi;g.:_c;;on‘

1T L !
T

bl s

g In these Proceedings, :
| Goyvernment in Extract Minutes Consultati
| ‘mected with the taxation on trees and topes.

i

T tedy | 3, Dy SIM, Acking Secrctary.

srmation called for bj’ i

"’»

g
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L 2. These points were,

., Jst. The proposed substitution of the Taru
its ‘quality, together with the extra
is made use of, for
trees.in 2 tope und

-

m assessment on the
“ Water Tax,”
the existing exorbitant
er another, and the prob
2ud. ' The restoration of the topes w
who had been driven to abandon
grant of them as s yij|,

ofvillagers in each case,

land according to
when water from Government works
“rent” under one system, or toll on individual
able tinancial result of such substitution,

getopes” for the benefit of the community, either to the whole body
orto individuals *in trost.”
3rd.  The issue 'to such

“heirs,” or to individual planters of topes, of a Permanent Puttah,
declaratory

of all their immunities and Habilities.
== ‘th, The System of taxation on individual scattered trees in waste land,
3.

[prEy From the enquiries stituted by the Board it would seem that whatever may be the cause
of the abandonment or neglect of old topes, the high special rate of assessment on the land on

P which they stand can have little to do with it, for so far as is new as~
£ : AERB TS : sl Lid i
mrivllinopoly . 1oy Certained 9nly 1n 4 Distriets, as noted in the margin, doss it appe‘m that
Madura .. ... 7,000 20y loss of present revenue will resalt from carrying out the Govem-
§";;7‘bd‘fwe ...... 7 ment plan regarditg them, and nearly Fths of that loss will oceur in
alem

e o0 el single  District of Madura, Generally, it appears that the levy of

Rs... -8?2?; the Tarum assessment on the site of the topes would greatly enhance

il the existing demand,

n 4. A;.(l;egards Madura, out of the totdl probable reduction in the revenue from this source of
upees 7,000, the greater part (viz., Ra, 5536) is consequent on the substitution of the Tarum

very objectionable toll on ‘the individual trees forming the topes, and
heir entire abandonment, in the face

quent on the fact of the highest rate of assessment baviag at
i land planted with trees, without teference to its intrinsic
Hrem " irate weill mow 'be fixed,

in all those where the T
or aggreguate * gy)]
18, when fortheonin
for it seems more thy

‘quality, aceording 'towvﬁhfmh its ¢

6. In these cases then, and
to, ‘the existing “‘rer'r"t,"
of the original proprieto
tion of the Collector,
the village community

7. The remaining ¢

rum " rate is less than, or nearly equal
the topes may be made over on Puttah to the heirs
&y Or to respectable individual tenants, at the discre-
0 doubtful whether the plan of entrosting them to
uld be productive of any thing but evil.

on land ¢ f ' ent of which is highet than
e panit v t il he Tarum assessme: » i
seeu::t :: :lgé’topes, must remain under the existing system of rents, until the enquiries con-
chh‘ el 'fo:i?:::i;zd‘g;‘fg“. revision of (he assessment shall adjust the * Tarum ” rates on
A i 1neredible that if fairly ase i1d not be gladly occupi
under the proposed plan the ¢ L T e e SR Y Sectpied, yrhon

Theli T be turned to se that the tenant may desire, if
held on Puttah at the « Tarum ” raca. - any purpo; Y 5

opes, that is those

te may

need for the issue of 5 distinetive Pufﬁme Government agree with the Board that there is no

land,I vébich aftords as good a‘title gg vcankvb:og,::ig:;, “ il Ao
t will be att i £ kit i RIS, R

sired to maintain é:tix;:r ;;D;lszthe f‘ﬂlector to insert the necessary condition, where it is de-

the tenant to deg) With the taun ot o0 of the co case

tent may fairly be remi?te?;.‘d b he-hk“wm be curtailed, some portion of the Tarum assess.

Care will be | requie: g
purpose of felling‘::g:lnffn;? I?:Evenf the Otcupation of land under these rules merely for the
when cleared of ‘:3 € timber O it, with the intention of throwing up the land,

o]

wood,

+ Only in one ease dong it seem dog
€ ora lump rape, 1
usual, where t, :

im‘,}_’lﬁ“ﬁb maintain the existing toll on trees, in lied of the.
opes have beey [,

:&?Jw"f W\iﬁimg the wet talooks of Trichinopoly, it has been
- e a toll on ghe indi f‘:)in i ’mﬂd. to remit the demand of land tax altogether
i curttbrous, ', it has heey, |, | ual b ;foef‘they come into bearing. The system ap-
rently with Much reasoy, t}, 1 Attended With most satisfactory results, and it is stated, appa-

B Chm};gl‘ Wwould be disadvantageous both to the people, and to the

|

e S L

hen practicable toithe hsirs of the ‘original planters, |
them from the heavy tax assessed on them, and in default the '

mmunity, and in such cases, as the liberty of

=

i
'gj’ 2

 submit, et

! while the demand against the tenant of
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this instance, in whg_ch
would probably vanish,
aken into due

A TS o
ne system will therefore be mumtawedd
£ bove the demand on the land, g
hen the trees were unproductive,

State revenues.  The existing it
the apparent enhancement of jche tax S
were the loss of all revenue during they

9 m . mat f 0 7 f (:h ﬂl.e Bpe e n ] lﬂlperfect, an(l
bl the Boa!‘d mad Clal amn ntlo 3> X
: m Be}lar ]
fo The A fOl' ion Ir Ve, O w

i titution of
i entirely to the subs
hat the second itom of lost, 5% i 15 d;i)e the Elgoard, but includes also
i et for the existing rens, 25 1 3 a{tbgether on Enam lands, and
the Tarum asseasmenl der of Go?ermnent remitting the' dtaz:l ol A
] i I e
that consequent on the or O ki 1 s
ied land for whi Farpnt gases y iy Government azr
on occupied land ;or wlucl;‘ t:e L Bl e
i ; @ e
noticed. As to the rest o

2 st . can be formed.
o a reliable estimate € Jil
; g i i he Collector an
Board that more data muit be sot Rl Fta g
The ‘“Rivaz jasty ", on bete

: £
; £ in the orders o
; already disposed o
Board allude, is altogether a distinct subject, and lias been alfFAC)
oard allude, is g

i i llary land assessment. ) i
Government regm'dinig the modxﬁc:}tlleo: ﬁ(::; :l:; i; m:(yl s rem?::fe?;;:s:zztered
o Wi inform'atm? & Showland in backyards, on the banks of ﬁe(idsl,1 eO o e
sl g i RISIE: ™ F}‘nm;‘l 1l as’sessment, is still incomplete.: g b Lich it will be inoperd-
i g ;e i:cluded Bellary among the Districts 1n ; e s genemlly
i Bo;rd' ha've'lrl’l;ox'zhe loss of revenue except in the case of : :l aiJency, il i,
tiYE:n]?,ut i:hi‘;; a:l,::relief to the people will be very great, and the expe i
.::;-t;xe";,easure is unquestionable. e i s_ubjegt R tas;ﬂt:;’;
11. It remains to consider the Board's propc;sa}: n:' }zizajBoa; il P CQHGC;‘::; ‘;‘m
and tenure of scattered trees ir} waste hmd, and first it fe T, Tfff’nc‘nd; i
iy power.ea. i gi‘i? dtr;z:stz‘ ;T;‘l':lty :zgz;” u:vflil;cflfrwould , they ' thii;lg;?;:&glzolnsist prinei-
l“‘e::il:' h:lhgzgsczsgo;eotherwise be turned to a’.ccount,"b and that the f¢ ‘
pally :)f Palmyra, Date and Elloopay trees.‘. E
12. The Government consider that the synt of “e;-a ?
for the exclusion of Palmyraand Date .topf:sfrom the g‘p gt W i
hen they were made of general apphcanon.‘ 'I.‘he 30 L e pereon othes s
when they : onition of a seignorial rightin ‘Govermment, i dintinge e
ment made.fl‘nl Tle c::l’na,nd freeing l;aim from all further demau&ﬂ.n z; . :proportioDS,
Fccupzrgiz'\rtylier?t l,)ased in‘theory on a division of the produce-fm . W
£ ; }
.ixlﬁ;xladia includes the Government land tax. : A1, the land tax must n¢cﬁ?;3’heu
the Board deseribe in their propos® ssibly be fized lower, a1 oy
. On Jand such as hat a quit rent could hardly possibly i i LA
assessed at so triﬁmg an m:;(;u:l;h te :ulesqof 1818, oven this assessmen
it is remembered that, under the « k8,

confers such power,
s of 1848 already confers TR o

on of those rules wafcan S R
ent consider a quit ren

the Bourd’s plan of a quit

Jicult to believe that th itional induce-
| jon, it seems dlﬁ?lﬂt‘ g . that additien i
i gl[ éfr i gfcer(:léu:m S}:zu]dﬂw‘B i i al;wastes as they describe,
rent will offer greater indu Al i !

- U o f such st A the may
i flpliiits .d for the rwiﬂ@‘m‘m,o T oo definite plan they
miEk e iy e aﬁ‘or,,d i f‘:give Tiberal consideration#'to a0y
the Government will be prepar i B P

i ‘ i , f ; il

e ¢ seattered troes in'waste Tand, 0X i1 cultivate !
the case enant of the land. d'
% tree renter cannot be ouste

be dedncted from the deman

13. Finally, to dispose of '
the enjoyment of some person d_ther fha“ ﬂ‘:he
1o this last case, the Boﬁrd say r.ha:n asmay
cannot cease, but that Aa.‘n‘gqmvale“'- o -

lan

AT il i ind, the prefcrablép

of the land, i ot of opinion that for all existing cases of the k:ment over the tenant
4. The G AR 0L 0P ¢ of the land all the rights of Gove e the Tand bolder,

wou]d‘m-bb- 0 mﬁa‘:a‘:g tzjbe i:mav:lherehy he would become the sub-tenan

‘of the trees on the land, as such, whereb. ‘ ust e :

lt"f:::to himm%oi;lis n:dt; A‘gna”i’ﬁ ﬁefqutl‘:id}”’n‘zfg t1':';11:::1ommltt'érecl; but if the :;m""i:;tﬁ:

b r the land wouid © the payment to Gove
his plan should be found impracti'bab}e;; thm 1!:1.3::3”‘;:“& e
zf' :-e:ftlzn account of the trees, should be eredite ,

ich ¢ ., No farm of
against the holder of the land on which thq stand

 the tax on the trees
d against the tenant

the trees of this kﬁnd

ed from the farm of the trees

e liquidation of the demand

!
l
{
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should in any case be renewed in future. Whenever opportunity offers, they should
over to the tenant of the land absolutely, ;

b, madd¥

‘ -
15. As regards trees on waste land, the Government desire the extension to all Distrits of the

rule already widely in force, that whenever application is nfade for the land o which they 5&1!&1;

the tenant of the trees shall have the option of taking the land with the trees at the Tartey'®
assessment on the former, on the same terms as may have been proposed by the Darkhastdar, and
on his refusal the trees shall be made over with the land to the applicant. ¥ W iihl

16. The Government trust that the foregoing orders win meet all the requirements of the
case of these Topes and trees, it Ik . "
. ¥ 4 o
17. When it is desicable to maiutain them, the discretion vested in the Collector will enkle,
him it is hoped to do so. MR % i S
In other cases where the Topes are to be nmf]e over absolutely on the T@ram assessment, if-
trees form  the most valuable crop that the land is suited to produce, the respectable tenant will
maintain the Tope, and otherwise it is not desirable that it should be:maintained

" 18. Where the Tarum assessment is manifestly too high for ﬂ)e qualicy ofich land. it S
N s & 5 ’ "
modified under the general authority granted to Collectors by recent orders of overymeht, or at
the revision of the assessment about to cominence, ’ 3/

o .
19. The modification of the sanctioned rates on scattered t;’ecs DréDos&’J by the B g
paras. 39 and 40 of their Proceedings under review, is approved, . bl oard’ in
20, The Government agree with the Board in the opinion expressed in
but so far as larid not fit for agricultural purposes is concerned, the con‘ idkr f g
1848 admit of it being rented out at as low a rate as may be n::cess:; 4,0:‘”]‘31‘ t 1at _Lhe rules of
sequent improvements made by the tenant, would ¢f cotirse ncvef}; i b": 5Urpose, anfl'sulz-
taxation. The enly cause likely to arise for enhancing the deme;nd on s} ‘: i t? additional
event of its being brought under irrigation from g Government . aistiee th’ .Wauld bg the
that the tenant would ebject to yay a trifling sumi for so areat an ﬂdv"auza f B 1t 1s not probable
21, 'There are several points in the letters from the Cunecr‘m‘;submiue:{; ]
not noticed in their proceedings under review, but regarding which t1.e (3 y‘he Board, that are
distinct orders have been issued, {l ¢ Libvernment suppose that

their concluding para.

22, Among them may be mentioned, the highly ob_jection?xb]o !

brought to [}()ticc' by the Collector of Nellore, of arbitrarily char g‘i’namz);n:}ﬂ OPPTGSS%V“’ prac‘ti'ce =
dinarily derived from the topes, in those years in which no Toddy- driwers :;;1;1&3: the‘irenior.
e lound to rent

them ; and again, the hardship consequent on the practice denounced b the Coll L)
put, of renting out to strangers by competition yearly, the Topes 0{ i ;) t;ctox of phln!le-
the Villagers are able to derive the leaves, thorns, or small timber, necessar gf: ::m Whm-h al.m;e
a;m(! homesteads, the remedy for which however clearly rest with himself }f"or :h elr cu'ltxvatu.m,
is invariably pursued in other Districts should be tollowed s 1 Ch;uglepute [;x;'tict;:; which
s enever

it may'bc found_nccessary to give the jungle rents to strangers, the rights of t},e
wood for domestic purposes, and to leayes f "

or manure should be reserved to the
: 2,
These and several other points demand,

23, In conclusion, the Goy
I , overnment may remark that the

same interpretatio : T
i i?zme " ]t]h}el: :;cn 'P‘:‘ l}’)}’ all the Collectors on the Government ordg;s or t;(ci) faha:' :1:
d pear to have certainly included i i ’ i

PO e . y mcluded ip their remarks the cases o
hand, bty are it ;s be‘l‘;::i:i = Mins. Cons, was not intended to apply, while ofn ‘?}:’coa’;‘“t
i i 'some cases of such gardens being now rented on a ¢ Tree t 11"e Ot' i
rought to notice, but which pent involving as it needs must constant od s o
2 0t and inquisi-

‘0'”“1 “"Cl‘fel‘clfce, 1t 18 most desirable should be commuted into a fized demand, and the B
will please to give consideration to the subject, it i

villagers to

if they have not already received, attention

(Signed) H. FORBES,
deting Secretary to Government.

~
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CIRCULAR.

REVENUE DppARTMENT.
No. 2902.
Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 201h October, 1855.

Read Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 31st May, 1855.

(Here enter No. 855.)

In the Extract Minutes of Consultafion above recorded, the Government sanction the scale of taxes on
- Y %

% [‘ . ‘A& J : e ! “goattered trees on unoccupied land,”
% _ 8 é [ = <
g/ ,f g :"D El _;f‘ g % recommended by the Board for the
T Pl [ = = =i 5 ¥
by | , . " . 5 -4 1
Trighinopoly.. & Annas. 4 Ams. (& As. 14 Annas, 2 A8 § o six Districts noted in e S
Chinglepug ...| 4 £ 2 22 45 1. !
‘Sah-m D o uhelit i !'{ > < TR 2, Bp&lA & These rates (an(l those prevxouS]y
:\ A ! & il Ty durDabes
North Arcot.,,, ¥ ; L | 250 9 | i e Nl
)Timxﬁ‘"z“y. v,.IN.“J'%m‘ ol No :}temiorr.l‘ft gt e (LW UL #sanctioned for Trichinopoly) are
KSndDl. ... | & Avlas. | Zedyn; Bt G L ) IR i g !
;(.‘uim'i«:.;tm‘e....‘z ’ 2 lz As, lZ Annas.. | {2 As. iN’d alteration. | 1.0 shown opposite to each Dis-
1

* From Goyernment, 4th January 1854, trick, and  will be brouglt into
¥ f i
ovezation with as little delay as possible. i

4 sea‘ﬂiei‘ed trees on unoccupied land,”’
sient are the only land o

not to
9. ¥4 will be borne in mind that these rates apply only tOV

topes or trees on oecupied land, and that the trees entered in the
situatad which it is infended to tax in ga'ch of these Districts.

marginal state

s » d 3 t ) t
» 9. The Board resolve to circulate the Extract Minutes Consultation above recorded, in which Goverrmen

in orier that the Collectors of the

express their views in regard do the taxation of trees, topes, and jungles, f
rmation required, and give their opinions on the several subjects noticed.

differont Districts may furnish the info
r the guidance of the Collectors, It is therefore only neces-

The Board have also inserted marginal remarks f_O
o state bricfly the general scope of the Orders of Government,

sary here ©

1/ As mgax;dé “(0id Topes,” that is, those planted previously
i D“f"d.su‘ April 1848. to the *rules of 1848, and still it is believed burdened with a heavy

€110y Pooks, p, 442, assessment fised on the trees they contain. The (fovernment

propose to substitute for {his treo tax the burtum assessment on the land itself, or where there is none WA

4 fale msses€ment, subject to an extra charge only if Government water is used. his witet sate ok} b
= NI

i . . . , : o free
the shme as fofl evairf crops. The owners of these topes are to receive permanent puttahs, and o b
he sime g g

Hey T Al e ,vw!l,ﬂ]:‘;'rt'.:“". il !
e R
it ! 4

40 sl !
LB ”" ne.




Reveyvs Dopxoasst,

»
No. af".Q

(Here enter 2d Apnl 18’55 No, 818.)

| T it
Consulta.hon, dated 4th JannmSM, No. 10, ﬂw Govemmmt sanc'honcd certam
m of trees on unoecupied lands in the Tnchm y mnc and the Board of
to Ynat order, enquired of other Collectors, how far the same system would suit their
Wxth the letter recmdzd& ei‘:(q head of th eé(lmgﬁ the Board submit the

i 'imoh B the suhi

sca’cterecl trees aa snoh, and
in the mar Malabar,
) m'e not %‘ble to taxnhon.
| out to the highest bidder ; in
¢ are annually rented out;
'owever guch trees arc
‘trees are hardly found
d wood-apple trees are

m

and apparen
Wn_l commqnwabon with the €
h‘:ﬂmg change is proposed ; and i
only six Districts, respecting whi
treated ‘of, in order, in paras 2 to 14
; gmm in a Statement in p
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such fields, should be free; amd

i1l I;‘ the 3 " | ' ot ’mly oy:
o R e A el o e {opes of Palinyra, and somimes
’ d om totally wnocoupied, and waste and jungle
o have s report from the

Hiit e

ﬁﬁ. There Wi alS
. ; Ople gainin, ¥ N M
e o e of i Wb

far aotual use is 1 maty restecls s |
i, more valuable m?tiﬁmgm

[

’dwﬁcﬂ is further of apinion thaball
s byiod, on Puttah land paying assess: |

to trees taxed seps- |

" Consultatign, November 17, 184

' becomes necessary to lower the demand on a number of topes ; an

_A
it

/ " |” n' 4 :'!W ™ ﬂ
! W iy

9 ’

able to infer that, with timber and fuel cheaper, improvement in dwellings would naturally follow ; the houses
cater and more roomy, and a pride would be taken in their

of the poorer classes swould begin to be made n
better appearance, and money would be spent on increased comfort in that way, rather than be thrown away
on useless and mischievous shows and public display. The same also is true as to the furniture of houses, as

to agricultural implements, and other articles manufactured ‘of wood ; they would all be improved. Some
years ago, the Honorable Court took up the subject of planting trees, and ‘questions were circulated to Col-
!entors and other Officers calling for informs tion on various points. The replies received contained much :
interesting matter, though they were not all in harmony. They were reviewed Dby the Board of Revenue .

in a letter to Grovernment, dated October 1st, 1849, and the final order of Government in Extract Minutes of
9, fully recognized the expediency of encouraging the planting of trees.

14/ Thus the importance of promoting plantations is very evident and has been already recognized ; and

. all that seems wanted to that object, is to extend the principle already adopted in respect to wells and
special tax on topes and trees. This indeed cannob be |

other improvements ; and to abstain from levying any sp
called encouragement ; DO encouragement is needed, because there is a great proneness awOng the Natives to
This would be accomplished by 1

plant topes ; all that is necessary is to remove the present Tiapediments.
abolishing the present plans of renting out topes, and of taxing

Note, The plan here stated is that already  th g a1 Gimply 6 : G i
i $ - : e trees in' them individually, and simply  charging the land
in foree in the N. W. Provinces and i great  on which the tope ated gedessment ; or in ;
‘ \

;

£ the Bom i stands with the regulal es; i

eé- Pmdhdmgﬂe di ba¥ si;e;lm 1 58',18{)345 S:; cases where no tarum has peen fixed, with a fair raze for the

the Correspondence there referred to. i land, with yaference to the a,gtual assessment of ¢St
i the vicinity : with the addition of 2 modemt,g t-& for water, when

water from a Government source isused. ‘

ve up the old topes » ;

vide Para 10. (1\ i th§5; Wl:lh rei;tlzrenc? to the p;r‘oposali@%i gj.l_ o
3 i i ! original and real owners, some diffienlty may periaps :
expenencﬁ(ll i ;:ﬂl{;g ot oiv;fm rs for the topes which have for years past been treated as fgovernment pro- !

general, bowever, information. will probably be fortheoming in the village as to the parties who ’l

o tope, and their descendants are often resident in the village, Where owrers cail

originally planted th
T I found, tﬁxe topes chould be made over to them; and in ﬂ;:’ f‘;";
The Collector ate which of these CaSes Where no claimants are forthcoming, the topes might
A i whether any res- still retained as a Cirear tope; or they might be made over to

. plans is ;prefarnb
triction will be necessary for the preser- % .
certain of the chief ryots in trugs for the whole village, or

vaun: of the topes,
L perhaps to the whole body of vyots as @ village tope.

il

e y i ) ]
16. There is, however, nothing now before Government to show with' any exactness the fiancial effect
oven in the Districts

of this change, and it is probable that inf ko < i
i g engm_ information oh. the subject could ndb bé obtained
e seems to bo no doubt that the sacrifice of revenue would be only tempawtﬁ f*hl;‘; 1
{ ) ; u !
s
ae

¢ similar land in
I
|

the-‘lbssw?\ﬁ(i'ero 'iang'be replaced. The fondness of #he people of bris country for
l‘ﬁn‘ﬁ& thel“’f that, when assured of freedom from distinotive -taxation, topes WO
by them; and that a greab deal of land now quite waste and-useless would soon be thus occup!

P
ot that the planting would go on increasing year by year.
] enue aspect of the question, that the

IL.S. ~ Further, it must not be forgotten when alludix;g PRI

presont revenus from topes is by no means of a permanent nature, This s noticed by the Board at the

 of their Poccodings.  The old topes, now so highly taxed, are gradually failing ; and every year it

‘ d the process will go on, because the q]d’

topes must gradually fail, and the few new ones planted will come ,unc;:r the present tope rules and be far

more moderately taxed. Thus the revenue, of which ib ig.now proposed to give up apart, is-one which, il
1l i wholly extinguishued. "The proposal then 13

left to itself, must in the nature of things decline, till it becomes
- rovenue or cven a stationary one, to thesame
uld be replaced in

‘:g mh& fgzq ane for giving up a thriving and increasing e gl
i el ompani 3 expectation b & amount given up WO
T lf‘mg"time,v B ““? panied by the reasonable 'tm gi P
19. Another point remains to be noticed ; viz. the owners of topes must be declared to bave full
property in them ; to be at liberty, so long as they pay the fixed Circar demand, to inerease oY lessen the
number of trees and te lop or cut down existing trges, young of old, at their pleasures, and to dispose
| of the timber, or loppings as [they please.  Hitherto thie Thas not been allowed in gome Districts. 1t has
 been held to be a [;fual offence for a man to cub down & 4ree in his own tope; and on ¢he other hand, it has
‘been ded, as the right of Government to, take trees from 2 srivate tope when vequired for o Government
se, particularly for ‘burning bricks for a Government work. All this should cease. The tope owner's
: ther for brick burning or for

P

full vight of property must Lo declared hen Government want wood, whe

it ’% will | gtu’cha‘se it, like other parties. The uddi@ion to the

; it not so, private rights -

‘ ~other pw out of private topes; ® {
cost of ks through this rule will be utterly insignificant ; but even Were
shotld be respected. it i (g S A

ured to him by @ permanent Put-

90, TFurbher, as a secarity to the tope planter, his iohts must be sec anent

tah, in which should be specified both his jmmunities and hi liabilities. The oxtent and boundaries of the

tope, the class and rate of assessment, the means of Circar irrigation’ available for its supplys if any should

exist, and the additional charge payable ﬁhpncuoatwaﬁer is used, should oIl be specified. And, on the \
other hand, entire immunity so long as the W,w;ﬁ)rmﬂto these eonditions, ghould be secured to him. \
scose of the trees and their pr ce of all kinds, and to increase or lessen their num- \
o8 fhe thinks fit, to destroy the \ 1

Thus, full liberty to dispose all kinds, and
ber at pleasure; to cultivate any erop thab he pleases under the trees; ox, i
tope and use the land for other purposes ; ‘m%.ﬁo,sell,‘mortgage or otherwise j,;:,‘;;q;;‘mte the tope or the _13“‘3‘9:11
which it stands, in whole or in part, at hig pleasuze ; ‘all these rights must ! sf.nc-m'ed to him and his h rs
and assigns. | The Puttah should bear the gigmt\m,a._nd seal of the Colleetor or other wmpetenﬁ officer, and
. should be in a printed form, which ghould be approved by the Board ar %{}wemment. i\ ! il e
5 ) 4 i ik ¥ Hifh It Hil i ) )
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