


Fort ‘Saz'nt 8 eorge, Revenue Consultation of 21st September 1858,

]

No. 3. Read the following letter from J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Re-
venue; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government; dated Fort Saint
George, 20th August 1858, No. 3174, ' '
Sz,

*In a letter dated 5th June 1858, the Collector of Canara
In Consultation 29th June 1858.  submitted to the Board of Revenue a correspondence between
himself and Messrs. Brice and Co., relative to the high rate

of duty levied on tobacco shipped by their Firm for England. -

2, This article it was stated, had not hitherto been shipped from the Western Coast to..

England, but Messrs. Brice and Co. made an experiment, by forwarding two consignments con-
sisting of 215 Bales, for which they paid duty at 10 per cent. ad-valorem, or Rs. 441-7-9 in all.

8. Messrs. Brice and Co. also stated that the duty in England on tobacco is three thllmgs
- per pound, and that they had learnt by their experiment that the Indian tobacco is much liked
at home, but that it would require a considerable reduction of duty in Indxa, te compete with
t.he American kind. Oa these grounds, they requested a refund of the amount paxd by them,

%3 and suggested the abolition or reduction of the duty charged on the article.

4. In submiltting the correspondence with Messrs. Brice and Co. o the Collector stated
that he brought the existing duty on tobacco exported to the United Kingdom before the
Board, with a view to the ultimate reduction or r-moval of this tax, on a staple product of this
country, which ought to find a ready sale in the English market.

5. Previous to addressing Government, the Board thought it advisable to make a reference,,

to the Collector of Sea Customs, with a view of ascertain- 5

Dated 29th June 1858. ing, whether tobacco is exported to England “from this. *
5 coast, and if so, in what form and quantities.’

6. From his reply which is herewith forwarded, it

1st July in Cons. 20th August 1858. will be seen that the exports. from the Eastern Coast'

are insignificant,

7. By the Schedule attached to Act VI. of 1844, the import and export duty on tobacco
~ was fixed at 10 per cent. ad-valorem. "By the Notification published in the Gazette of 1848,
- page 1067, the duty on “‘Import was reduced to 5 per cent., but no change has been made in the
~ rate chargea,ble on Exports. b .

? 8. In Calcutta as shewn by
Madras 10 per cent. on @ Zariff’ Mr. “Underwood, Export duty is
value of Rupees 30 per Candy of levied at 4 annas per Maund, {which
~ From Gouvt. 8th in Cons. 500 Ibs. equivalent to about 6 is about half the Madras rate) and
17th Jprz'l 1858, No. Bengal Maunds, hence Bengal he suggests that the duty on to-
444, R. D. duty on 500 lbs. = 1} Rupee, bacco should be equalized, as was
Madras duty on do. at 10 per recently dome in the case of Tice

cent, = 3 Rupees. and paddy. :

9. The abolmon of all export duties ha& already been
From Government 10th in Cons. recommeaded, but, pending the decision upon this gane;ai
16th September 1856, No. 963  measure, the Board.. are”of opinion that it would be
R. D. p. 3. . R e desirable to encourage the. export traffic of tobacco, by
IR placing it on the same favorable footing as cotton. If how-
ever, in the plesent state of & theﬁumces, this is impracticable, it is but fair that the rate chargeable
at this Presidency, should not exceed that obtaining in Bengal, and the Board recommend that
the duty may either be reduced to 5 per cent. on the present Madras Tariff value, or be ﬁ'ﬂ
at 4 Annas per Maund of 82-Zths lbs, R : "‘

10. The Board append a Statement* abewmg the value of the
A exports and imports of tobacco at this Presidency, for the thte‘Oﬁ-
cial years 1854-55 to 1856-57. -
11. Messrs. Brice and Co., are not entitled to any refund of the duty paid under tlle ex-
isting law, but, if it be determined to free tobacco from all Customs-duties, then' application
might, in that case, receive further consideration,
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5% No. 3174.

$ »mﬁ 1. D. SIM, Esq., Seoretary to the Board of Bevenue. s
- To
- Siw,

“Y' In bon. 29th June 1858,

7. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government.

In a letter dated 5th June 1858, the Collector of Canara submitted to the
dence between himself and Messrs. Brice and Co., relative to the high rate

Board of Revenue a correspon

m'::y levied on Tobacco shipped by their firm for England.

hz 2. This article it was stated, had not hitherto been shipped from the Western Coast to England,
% _';ﬂ_  Messrs. Brice and Co. made an experiment by forwarding two consignments consisting of 215 Bales,
*_for which they paid duty at 10 per cent ad-valorem, or Rupees 441-7-9 in all.

'3 Messrs. Brice and Co. also stated that the duty in England on Tobaceo is three Shillings per

v‘ wonld require a considerable reduction of duty in India to compete with the American kind. On
. g?mey requested a refund of the amount paid by them, and suggested the abolition or reduc-.
ty

of the ddty charged on the article. ‘
4, Insubmitting the correspondence with Messrs. Brice and Co, the Collector stated that he

5. . Pre /
3 }’) 2Ly Collector of Sea Customs; with a view of ascertaifling whethér Tol

7 sale in :?English market. ~, & .
LY &5 /5 ous to addressing Government the Board thought it advisable to make a reference to the

o Lnoland (0314

need to 5 per cen wade in the rate . ;
Madras 10 per cent on a Tariff value of Rupecs 8. In Caleutta a§ Skeﬂﬂ}!yl@h. Under-
fo G 80 1072 Gt 0 B i ot Mo Eaport dty s i e e
i i uty on 3, & -
in Gon, 170k Apel Bengal M, Hence D 100 1300 comt - Maund, (which s about half the Madras rate)
-5 . Bngerey ~and he suggests that the duty on Tobaeco
Id be equalized as was recently done in the case of rice and paddy.
. The abolition of all E i :
overnnient 10th in Con- : ; e}? (:1 o X?Ort duties has already been recommended,
- ¢ tember 1956, No. 963, but pending the decision upon this general measure, the Board are of Opini-
CED. RS g on that it would be desirable to encourage the Export traffic of Tobacco by
platﬁng it on the same favora'ble‘footmg as Cotton. If howef,.er, i e predent. statie of the e Jt !
is impracticable, it is but fair that the rate chargeable at this Presidency should not exceed that obtain
ing in Bgngal, and t.he Board recommend that the duty may either be reduced to 5 ‘per cent, on the pre-
gont Madras Taxiff value, or be fixed at 4 Annas per Maund of 82 2-7ths Ibs. . .
#A. 10. The Board append a Statement® shewing the value of the Ex g
e . ports and Imports of Tob
this Presidency for the three Official years 1854-55 to 1856-57. P obacco, at
11, Messrs. Brice and Co. are nof entitled to any refund of the duty paid under the existi
* law, but if it be determined to free Tobacco from all Customs duties, thei"x"application' might, in that case,

~ receive fg.xi;w consideration.

" Reyexus Boarp OFFICE, : _
~ Tort Saint George, } o thes?:; i 9.5
y & &i‘”f uﬂ{“‘ 1858, Your most obedient servant,

t
*

v

Secretary.

- Copy to Collectors of Canara, and Sea Customs, Madras. e

brought'the exigbing duty on Tobacco exported to the United Kingdom before the Board, with a view to
 the ultimate reduction or removal of this tax, on a staple product of this country which ought to find a |

e

i , and that they had learnt by their experiment that the Indian Tobacco is much liked at home, buf
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