


-

e *:z‘n.:—

SR

indeed the greatest, '{m,pediment to the manufacture.

e e e AR 5 e A A A A e I S e e A A A P e P P A A A
P R A AR
2 0

Fort Saint f‘eorge, Revenue (’onsultatwn of Tth September 1858.

e g A A i e

No. 4~l.‘ Read the following Extract f:om the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue ; dated

- 21st June 1858, No. 2154.

Dated 24”1 May in Con. 21st June 1858. Read letter from the Acting Collector of Mala-

bar, reporting on the result of the experiment to manu-
facture Salt of superior quality in that District.

(Here enter No. 74.) .
-

The attempt to produce a good quality of Salt in Malabar, has now been carried on for two

years, 1856-57 and 1857-58, and in each without any success

Calieut, Ellatoor. - In the fermer, no Salt was obtained except at the two spots

Para. 6. . named in the margin, and at these it is stated to have been,

- Para. 9. comparatively poor in quality and scarcely in excess of a

sample in quantity. In the latter year, of two pans selected

as being most favorably situated, one only produced a small quantity of Salt which appears from
the samplé sent, to be of a very inferior description.

9. The failure cannot be attributed to want of care. Considerable energy, Mr. Robinson
states, was shewn by parties wishing to undertake the manufacture during the season of 1856-57
and a good deal of money expended Several experienced manufacturers were obtained from
Bombay as instructors ; the most eligible localities were selected, and the pans were prepared

on an improved principle and on the system pursued in Bom-
Para. 12. bay. The Superintendent was a zealous and experienced Offi-
ok nerly employed in the Salt Department in Tanjore.

_ oth years, the monsoon burst early, and was pre-

Para. 8. ; d by an unusually early commencement of broken

weather. But. Mr. Robinson does not consider this, the

chief cause of the failure. He ascribes it principally to the sandy nature of the soil of the tidal
creeks of Malabar, and the tendency of the water to sink through the bottom of the pans. But
the humid character of the atmosphere ought, the Board think, to be added as another great, and

o E 2 W
- In his recommendatmns as to l:he ot t pursued- in future, in regard to indigenous
Colleetor is not consistent. He admits that

. j’am, 12. . he is n5 longersang’uihe, bat, in one place, suggests that a

Pura. 14. ; further trial may be made next year at the pans where

slight success has occurred this season, while further on, he
advocates a cessation of the manufacture  of the miserable and insufficient article which has
disappeared from the District for 30 years,” in preference to the indiscriminate revival of it in all
the old localities, which he considers will, whatever trial may be made, evemually prove the only
alternative.

5. On a careful consideration of the subJect the Board are constrained to express a decid-
ed opinion that it is inexpedient to persevere in the experiment. They continue to look upon
the difficulties in the way of the manufacture in Malabar, of Salt fit for consumption, to be of a

* permanent, character, and the attempt to force it, to be therefore vain. The object aimed at in

reviving it, after it had been discontinued for a very long period, was to give the inhabitancs the
option of purchasing Salt at 1 Rupee a maund, in case they should prefer obtaining an inferior
article at this price, to paying a higher one for foreign Salt. But even if any quantity can be
procured without permitting the manufacture in every marsh and creek where there can be no
adequate surveillance, the quality of the sample forwarded by the Acting Collector, and which,

it is to be observed, was prepared with the greatest care, is so indifferent that the Board are
strongly of opinion, that it should not-be offered to the people for consumption. It is an evil,

they think, that a people should retrograde in their tastes even as regards articles of food, and a
still greater one, that this retrogression should be brought about by their being able to buy the
;nferior article cheap, through illegal practices. The Board do not anticipate that much of this
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poly price of 1 Rupee per maund. To bring it
puorer classes, it must be procurable at a much
lower rate, and this would be accomplished by its illicit manufacture and sale, for which an ex-
tensive door would be opened directly. Salt of this description, is sold at the Government Depéts.
It would be impossible to guard the numerof,; creeks and marshes, where an illicit manufacture
could then be carried on, and Malabar would again have the evil of
tinual breaches of and opposition to the law,
tobacco monopoly.

inferior Salt, would be purchased at the mono
into general use even among the middling and

bands of men, living by con-
from which it was freed by the abolition of the

v

-

giving any assurance to the manufacturers
ntee was held out ; and, while expressing
i the Acting Collector makes no allu-
Para. 10. sion to the necessity or expedien

L. All the indulgence solicited on the present
Fara. 235. occasion, is, that Proprietors should be relieved of the charge for wages

of the Bombay manufacturers, which has been borne by them. The Board

approve of the recommend-
ation,and resolve to request
.............. sveeen 722 1 2 - thesanction of Government
............... Tormirsiatge. .82 0,2 folthe sum- of Rupees
——=——539-1-4, which will then

804 1 4 bethe amountof expenses

Deduct amount sanctioned in &. M. Con. 17th Jan. 1857...500 0 0 requiring to be passed, as

————— shewn in the margin.,
.304 1 4

In Con. 23rd Jan. 1857, No. 65; B.-D.
Incurred in 1856-57
Do. 1857-58......

Requiring sanction......... et s kY e . 8 e
Add,
Wages of Bombay manufacturers

: 7. There being thus
2235 0 0 no prospect of the Pro-
R being supplied with
‘ 539 1 4 any quantity of home made

" Salt, Mr. Robinson pro-

geously obtained. '

------ Nesrrennnaneagy

ceeds to consider how the supply of Foreign Salt can be most advanta

8. Under the latest orders of Government, the importation of Bombay Salt on the Govern-

E. M. C. 24th in Con.25th Nob, s

average requiremnts of Malabar, are about 80,000 or
1857, No. 1205, R. D.

- 32,400 Indian Maunds per mensem. The Import in 1856.57

EY ¢ ~ on private account, amounted only to 34,347 Indian Maunds
From Collector 17th in Con. 30th Oct. which is little more than one month’s supply ; and that of
1857, para. 5.

' 10 days. No prospect is held out of future improvement.
The imports are stated to have only taken place at petty intermediate ports, and to be account-
ed for solely by the circumstance, that shipping had to be
sent to these Ports for ~produce, and must have come in
ballast, ‘bad they not brqhght a small cargo of Salt. Mr.
. Robinson, who has shewn himself anxious for the success
of the Government measure, remarks that after 1wo years’ experiment, he cannot point to the

_smallest advance in the tendency of commereial capital to-

From Collector 24th May in Con,
21st June 1858, para. 16.

Para. 16, e ‘;(‘."yvards this branch of trade, and he infers that “ thepe is

~“not the faintest prospect of commerce under present eir-
Para. 1%  cumstances gradually supplying the place, fiom which the
“ Government desires to withdraw.”

9. With such facts before us, the first” question which presents itself, is,

whether the tota]
withdrawal of Government competition may not suffice fo

mpulse to private
er Indian Maund,
is the very lowest rate at which
be sold by private merchants on

give the Necessary i

enterprize. Salt is now selling at the Grovernment Gollahs ¢ Rupee 1-2.6 p
and as far as Mr. Robinson can learn Rupee 1-6 per maund,
Bombay Salt imported at a duty of 14 Annas per maund, can

A
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ment account, will cease on the 31st January 1859. The -

1857-58 to Indian Maunds 10,435 or sufficient for only

ot e e e e P P Sy P
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Z Clearly therefore, under existing circumstances, merchants ca.nnot as Mr. Rebinson
b i e: 4 account in competing., But if Government cease to import, and merchants
ekt le:;- e what price they like, there will be little risk it may be argued, of a de-
2 e“abledlm . ]Prgbabl 7 not ; but the Board do not feel certain even on this point, which they
ﬁ‘fle"t s'uppdy. t to hererter ,and they would be wanting in their duty if they shrunk from ex-
e 4 e that aJmeasure which will raise the price of Salt on the Coast of Malabar
eyl gidgediie: to Rupee 1-6 per maund at the least, when the monopely

t 6th March 1856. price on the Eastern Coast is 1 Rupee per mm.md only ;
e would operate as a great hardship on the inhabitants. It
is true, as formerly observed by Government, that thfz price of Salt inSSf)lme‘ If)glilu.ld ?I$aitx;ict.s
is higher than this, but it was pointed out by. the Board inreply, that the Salt stored in Malabar
has also to be conveyed Inland for consumption.

10. Mr. Robinson is apprehensive that the price, after the Go-

Para. 18. vernment cease, would be more than Rupee 1-6-0 per Mz'uund; for he

considers it certain, that there would be temporary combinations a.ln?ngst

the Merchants for the purpose of raising it. This fear is no doubt we-ll groundeA; If(.)r'u :skxel;
ported by the Collector of Canara in his letter of the 30th January 1858, that they have take

. advantage of the opportunity to charge 8 Annas per

: ] : ich is ¢ 1-10-8 per Indian

) . 17th in Con. 30th Oct. 1857, mercal which is equal to Rupee :

)’ Fr;m COZ;" S , Maund, and the merchants of Malabar informed Mr.
ara. 5.

| Robinson that less than Rupee 1-8-0 or 1-10-0 per
: Indian Maund, would not remunerate them.

19 11. The Collector points out also, another se-
dded rious consequence of the supply being left entirely
to the private merchants, and one which was adverted to by the Board in para. ll‘of their le'tteL'
1 ¢
of 6th March 1856. The Brinjary traders who convey Salt inland, he observes, * now obtain a
¢ certain return load at a known cost, and without demurrage for their enm:mous@roves of cat-
“ tle. A single day’s detention on the coast, where fodder is very expensive, is a Serious matterhto
g the.m Their demand is sudden, and their requirements are very large and emergent. Und:;rﬂt; e
: ] i i at more spots than
’ ies wi be deficient, and require to be picked up a :
 new system, supplies will frequently icke
£ r(;ne 'i‘he holde!:is) of Salt wili be enabled by a very temporary com%nnatlon, to extort frzmtthtixr
ar st.e and necessity, almost any price.” The difficulty which will ?)e thus occasioned to he
a]y of Salt for trade inland, will, Mr. Robinson fears, have for a time a serious e:)fect 0[]1 tde
i p . 4 . e ] o u's Sake v 6
co:’t of transport to the coast of Coffee, and must, in the Board’s opinion, injure a_ll other inlan
trade also.

¥

gl
= 3 R

12. The Acting Collector concludes his observatio.ns by stating:, that t.he local Otficers of
Malabar without exception, look forward to th.e approaching change Wltl-l anxiety, and the pe(()lple
of the country universally deprecate it. He hlmself'aPProv.es of the. principle and does' lnc;)t e
pair of seeing it carried into practice ; but, among a Qopulatlou cou‘smuted as that of M? a ;l(; ;)S.
and at a time of very prevalent excitement, he considers that so important a chan.ge snou1 he
carried out very gradually, and that the country should be carefull:v prepared for lt; S[llxc lé te
*  considers, is not the case now, and cannot be the case before the 3lst .‘Tanuary ISJQ; the aili
fixed for the cessation of Government sales. He expects'that the opening of t.'he Ra.l e ‘:he
have an important effect on this trade, and he would await that event before discontinuing
sale on the part of Government.

‘  13.  The Board are unable to point to any particular time or event, which may be .saf(f;}y
: taken f;)r the termination of the Government supply of Salt in Malabar ; but the:yilal:'e :ecld:; _y;
of opinion, that to discontinue it at the date now fixed, viz., 31st J.'m.uary next, wi : ; tazzi\;c::
in tlf)e ext;eme In the supply of a necessary of life, nothing they think, should be. eft (; :11 1ce,
‘. and in this inst.ance there is in their opinion not only a chance but a gr{:at problabxll)lfyt? ta;;;(;.
; 2K 1 i i 7 ay or the District,
: ;antile Community, either of Bombay
Radies - all o prepared t’o enter freely in the trade when Gov;rn-
ithdr i ssible certainly, that they
i ber ment withdraw, ltis possi |
3 | g e may have held back on account of the Government
| — interference, but, before the people are left wholly
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dependent on them, plain indications the Board think
part to avail themselves of the opening,

argues, that the change should be gradual,
bark on the speculation,

Judge correctly of the sy
taining it. The consequ
point of view,

y ought to be seen of a readiness ortn)_theu-
Further, it is very expedient also, as M.r..Ro inson
Though private individuals may be willing to em-
se before the capital is available, and before the¥ c:)n
PPly required at different periods of the year, and of the means o Or;
ence of mistakes, as well as of unreadiness, may be most serious in eve 3

some time may elap

private t-nerchants do enter into the trade, it is clear that the price Whl;‘]h
e SJegSul r to the people. Mr. Robinson ul.aserves that the
4 Annas, and of the Government price from Ruzee
Tvation ; and that anxiety is felt abcfut the furt ::
increase of price which must take place, if Govell)-nm\«ebe

e plap 08 Con. 30th ¢eases to import, The Board therefore cannot Elt ;
October 1857, B, solicitous aboyt the feeling which will be produced in the

: . P much
Province, when the inhabitants have to purchase at a
“higher rate.

-

1to 1-2.6 per maund, has not escaped obse

15. The course which, in the B

: isi—
oard’s Opinion, it would be most expedient to pursue,
1st,

Ninent saleg,
2nd. To restore the duty to 19 An

16. " These are the measures they haye advocated on former occasions ; and it remains ior‘
the Government to decide, whether the eXperience of the Jast two years does not shew, that they
are those hest adapted to Secure the twq objects of providing a due supply of Salt at a modc.er'ate
price for the consympg: and at the same t,:i,me leaving an opening t.'or i
s 1s, the Government are aware, the rate levied :: lt[ll:e
commended by Mr. Plowden for all the ports

To continue the Gover

nas per Indian Maund.

port at Bombay,
Western Coast,

; ly be
17. : The Board wi] briefly add, that i appears to them that private trade, ga llltolr:.?’ythe

brought inte effective Cperation for Supplying the wangs of the District in respect to Salt,

three following ways

.
—

st

; import-
¢ he Government Deps unt, that private imp

. : POts to such an amount, s i
ers of Salt shall pe able to Pay the cost Price, the duty and expense of conveyance and yet under

; upee
Price at the Governmant Depéts as at present or atdls:l’ s?ait
3 2 n
at a profit, uch an amount, a5 wijl allow merchants to import a
g ﬁ18t Reasong have already been adduceq by the Board, for considering that the adoption 4
18t measure woulq pe unsafe, impolitje, and g hardship to the consumer.
nd plan also i altog,
1 other Cogast Distriet
create excitement,

19. - The seco
much higher than i

4 t
ether objectionable, as raising the price to an amoun
and being like]y to

S; and oy thay account, inflicting a hardship on the people

Ordered that the lette
r the cousideratijop 5

r of the Acting Collector ang €opy of these Proceedings, be forward -
ud orders of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council.
(A true Extract.)

el fo

(Signed) G, g, FORBES, Secretary.
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Minute by the Honorable WALTER ELLIOT.
No. 42.

: : alt into this Presidency
I e in the duty to be levied on the importation of Salt into t]l‘l.s va Si( n“_l
o 4 - aBE 3 SC LSS alg
Wi L"latnf;:z early part of 1853 I was too ill to take any part in theh discu ‘o:i)l’l the
cacr Conﬂderei lg to England on sick leave in June, Usaw nothing more of the papers
having proceede o ¢ goety
g en disposed of. 5 . ¥ ; n of the
whole matter.hdd bek t t,h[; apers now, I cannot help being struck with the ”“Pervfecnf‘_” ¥
L aumen?s‘ of the Board of Revenue and the Government.wzr\e[ \)u(f;(;hn
1 7 L an Maur e
o gl tl;eda:g on importation was raised from 12 to 14 annas per Indmdn‘ h t;u!l %
< . 1 ay, helr TO~
et lild);d by a close analysis of calculaticns furnished oy the B(‘.dl‘. mI wx Sy
g WerehguC O. Vol. 1L. p. 165, and when the Board remonstrated against lzelv\'“z ul‘d )
z i e L. U. R L . g ts taken from
ceedings, and 1D.tns the Government reiterated them, fortified by farther statements i
of these conclusfl:e x:]emorandum furnished by the Board to the Sa.lt. Commissioner in ¥ oi‘co,.t
the comprehE?Sl dhaoies they are found to consist of averages derived from Stat(‘-‘li‘l? z} : .'
. h?sl’ differ very greatly from each other, ranging from Rupees 5 in i b
istrict, which differ x - i ard’s memo.
e ]3);8113!'10 ,(}arce in Malabar, these results themselves baing confessedly (Board’s x
to Rupees 32} per : 3 taik
: ost unsatisfactory nature. ; the average
PRVl eEs (;nhoWever in determining the actual cost of Salt to Gos ernment, took : lincludi;cr
bip e £ these discrepant elements, excluding only Malabar and Canara, al;;)O o
el Who;e ot cent. and fixed on Rupees 14-1 per Garce or 11-7 Rupees Pe{I C 187)
: ‘oast () 0. p. 187).
st g Pecost including charges to Government on the Coromandel Coast (Memo. p
as the average o % t
This cal ulaction gives annas 1'875 as the cost = Maum-] the Board and the Govern-
ShE f the discussion on this part of the subject between the i
Ripriges cuted on these premises alone, and although the matter mh 'p g
G beenbpwged Canara only, the returns from these districts havle been altoget ef reJin the‘
o 1\?13 ati]?a.rt) the table at para. 181 of the Board's Memo. gl/ves the cost price
ithstanding it i harges.
g t Ru Zes 39%,and in the latter at 243 per Garee inclusive o.f (¢ fg B Vbt B
T [Zl bt tzrue that these sums include the charge of cama.gr;r rom s Y oo
It isno dou Pt be little difference betwee
: that there can be
arce) but instead of assuming e ave been more
Tiitpeth-ghs Lt )of Salt on the Coromandel and Malabar Coasts it fvould hd.f gra
e malmfmlztm‘e rocured accurate data on which to rest such an opinion, Oﬂlf.n:; 5 imfustry
’ e iyl ry ki
le%sonableh to.la;' foviuce where all land is private property a..nd Whi"e ?:edn?stricts Ltleimg
evident, t. A mgrkable degree, the wages of labor must be higher than
flourishes in a re R :
conditions are ot : founs(i;.ted by the Board of Revenue that no Salt had been ImPO"tf?(l z‘oi“
i 1; :Vaif 12 annas the Maund, which had likewise been fixed as the. eLClsl: u _V-
o e Iso that adopted in Bengal, and although this rate appears still t.o e con
in Bombay and was also t o : Bombay para. 429, p- 62) it was re-
igh in Bombay (Salt Commissioner’s Report on g :
SO0 GAL Lontay kb oticed, at once to raise the duty on all Salt imported into
solved on the imperfect datlza ove nthe :\/[;'und G T SEEE. whils i tasthe
sidency to 14 annas ’ = : )
the MadrashPfsis"dvaZtaue of the importer was simultaneously adopted .by taking the equwa:fene
greento : ],:'20 Ma:nds at 421 instead of at 400 Marcals as had hitherto been théEpra‘c ic s
r 3 : : gineer
by st he result of experiments made oy Lieut. DeLisle of the Bombay Eng 2
i ;- h to say the least are far from being satisfactory on that officer’s
ay Salt, which to s: o 4 ; . avie
i Bombc%y anZi which in an article so liable from its hygrometric properties to be a'h\v'l) Z
. 3 7 S 'e
S shotllng,ﬁ‘ cted by the dampness or otherwise of the atmosphere, can never be consider
considerably afie R
i blished a standard. 3 : : ive sales, had
s e.s,ta Collector of Canara with a view of encouraging move extensiv },t :
e ne Co in January 1855, begun to issue salt at the Government Dep hs Ad
: ? mission in Ja e : : which was
i ?(Q)grdMs pE,:.ls instead of at the nominal official equivalent of 400 1\1{:1‘0;15,)6':8
i aunds- : : e Depots.
g duction of from 8 to 10 per cent. according to the dlstam.:e from the 3 12 0 e
equal to a re' l.wtwn herefore not only at once raised the import duty by it
The decision of Government th eded by the Board on sales
t Maund, but took away the advantage recentlx cone
12} per cent. per 3 ;
. wei the rate abovementioned. L : ith distrust and
by weight at . Id hardly fail to inspire the Salt trafiers wit S
W 5 e g But this was not all. By running the calculation o
i ut this - b
ly of Salt to the province. . t only affected by
check thefs.uPPOZt duty 80 fine on sugh imperfect data, the result was no Y
the rate of imp
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the possible existence of errors in the data assumed, butno sufficient margin was left for con-
?ingenc'les and for losses to which all trading ventures are liabls. This is particularly to be kept
in ‘mind when the somewhat incongruous course is pursued of attempting to combine free trade
principles with a close monopoly. The state of the market which would hold out indacement
to the enterprize of a merchant with free course of action to land and expose his goods and
'w.lthout question or interference from any side, assumes a very different aspect when he finds

~ himsclf obliged to conciliate the good will of the guardians of the monopoly. Whether it was
frm'n this view or from oversight that the Board adnded a margin of nearly 100 per cent. to the sum
which they considered should be allowed for cost jn fixing the sale Of:dUt)’: is not clear, but as
they Lad already allowed 5 per cent. for wastage they could hardly mean to accord 2 annas or
nearlz: 100 ];er cent(.i more for the same item.e :M all events I feel assured that a liberal allow-
ance for such considerations if it i i : =
The correctness of the re

chase of Bombay Salt on acc
officers ought and could, not

asoning on which Government proposed to withdraw from the pur-
ount of Government js unimpeachable, and no doubt the public
withdrawn f : Onbi without injury but with benefit to the general interests, have
“vn trom all interference if the fiseal conditions affecting import had not, as now repre-
sented by the Collectors of Malabar and Canara been productivz of another evil.
+ ek clear from the best information tha:t after the 1st January the price of salt import-
et R from the present enhanced price (Extract Minutes éonsulta—

tion 20th August 1856, P: 6 in Consultat; d to Rupees 1-8
or 1-10 per Maund, neuation 26th) of Rupees 1-2-8 per Maund to Tup

Whether the Government are Prepared to sanetion such additional cost to the consumer of

one oIf the ﬁ;st necessaries of life already 0 exorbitantly taxed, is now to be determined.
a s :
M ol opinion that such 5 measure is repugnant both to justice and good policy.

It would probably | { : i h
of Bombay amli) G:a gal?d Aaren feeling of discontent and to an increase of smuggling bot

Th T :
ek isedt:i:;tt:l;niuslremedy 18 a reduction of the import duty to at least 12 annas the Mauud,
ul whether even this w ; inly not in time to pre-
vent mischief after the 1st January ne(;‘:ld o desu'e(! gt

And as the question of the excise dut : i ion, it will be
present,

Th : k
of Salt Znn:)):;l;:'tf}‘) 1(:;!1  usuihnries fhy Collectors of both Districts te continue the purchase
3 ke Overnment and to jssye it from the Depéts as heretofore.
: : erefore that the latter coupse should Selardoved
I differ with the Boar now be ordered.

discontinued, d of Revenue iy think‘ing that the local manufacture of Salt should be

Petienced hitherto appear to be untenable.

v sakaoe.
i cious clay or with chunam to prevent kal\ach
itable localities ] tensive sea board, and the

ge be taken of the proper season, cannot offer greater 11;1-
than it goes in Goa, and the S. Konkan where the

aged in this by
PPly to the Population of
Slst Augug 1858,

abundant gy anch of industry but for the sake of a cheaper and mWOTe

the province gt large.

(Signed) WALTER ELLIOT.

Iw—
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No: 43. Minute by the Honorable V. MOREHEAD.

1. The principle attempted by Government to be carried out may be a correct one, cir-
cumstances’however undoubtedly-c}o exist, which render its adoption a grand failure. Whether
it is to be persisted in or given up, may be left for future discussion ; at present we need only
deal with the’untoward state of matters that must follow if steps are not at once taken to
permit the Collectors of Canara and Malabar to continue as hitherto the purchase of salt on ac-
count of Government, this I'would at once do. .

2. As it appears that the Merchants find that they cannot import Salt with a profit at 12
annas duty per Maund little good can result from altering the presentrate of duty to that sum
so it may be allowed to remain as it is for the present.

2d September. 4 (Signed) W. MOREHEAD.

No. 44, ° OrpER THEREON, No. 1215; dated 7th September 1858.

1. In their Proceedings above recorded, the Board of Revenue submit for the consideration

and orders of Government a letter from the Acting Collector of Malabar, dated 24th May 1858,

representing that the attempt to manufacture a good description of salt in

FPara. 5. that Province has now been carried on for two years without success ; the

Board accordingly express their decided opinion that the experiment should

be abandoned ; and (pp. 8-14) they discuss the method of futare supply. The course they
would adopt is

Pp, 17-19. First, to continue the Government sales; Secondly, to restore the

duty to its former amount of 12 annas a maund :

For they only see three ways in which private trade can be brought into effective operation
for supplying the wants of the District.

These methods are
Ist. To discontinue Government sales in toto.

2ndly. To raise the price at the Government Depéts to such an amount that private
importers of salt shall be able to pay the cost price, the duty and expense of conveyance, and
yet undersell the Government. »
3rdly. While keeping the sale price at the Government Depdts as at present at 1 Rupee *
the Maund to lower the duty to such an amount as will allow merchants to import and sell salt at
a profit.
The first of these methods the Board deem * unsafe and impolitic ;" the second objection-

able;" and on the third they do not feel themselves called upon to dilate, as it would involve
a present loss of Revenue.

2. With the foregoing remarks the Board request the orders of Government. 5

8. The Government resolve to postpone for the present, any further discussion as to the
measures which must ultimately be determined upon to supply the population of Malabar with
salt. But the papers before them make it quite clear that for sometime to come at any ;'ate,
sufficient salt will not be imported into Malabar by private traders for the consumption of the
people. THe local manufacture is as yet almost a nonentity ; and unless the Government do
continue their sales for another year at least there must be a dearth of one of the first necessaries
of life in the Province, a state of things which would be not unlikely to lead to serious disturb-
ances.

4. Itisresolved in consequence, that the period fixed in Extract Minutes Consultation
24th November 1857, No. 1205 for the discontinuance of the importation of Bombay salt on
account of (Government be further extended for one year, that is until 31st January 1860.

5. The duty will remain as hitherto at 14 annas, The question of the excise duty must
shortly come under consideration, and it will be more convenient (apart from other reusons for
pestponing discussion) to reserve the point for the present.

6. As regards the local manufacture, the Government are rather disposed to encourage than \
to discontinue it, in order to establish a supply in the District of a cheaper article, as recommend-
ed by Mr, Robinson. The outlay on this account hitherto, is stated to amount to Rs. (539-1-4)
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