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count.. That they should abstain from profiting by the total absence of all con
can hardly be expected. The pursuit is a peculiarly exciting, and oceasio
one, possessing all the allurements of gambling without any of its risks,
impunity with which it may be pursued is to be found in
the Collector, dated 13th March 1857, No. 20.

7. The second reason assigned of late years for the fail
the Paumbem Channel, is shewn by the present Reports to
much as the presence of a good supply of oy
Paumbem Channel has in reality had no such effect.
greater rush of water would carry away any oysters,
and yet these are precisely those that are now found
fact that many young, and no old oysters have
practised, and that the old oysters, which alone

8. 'The only remedy for this state of thing
sures for guarding the banks. The Master Atte
during some months of the year to cruise ab
being approached. He considers it more eco
estimates the cost of construction af Rupees
season at Rupees 768, viz.;

ure of the banks, viz, the opening of ‘
rest .on no good foundation ; inas-
it would be the younger and smaller ones,

been found, tends to shew that poaching is
are valuable, have been taken, i

ndant suggests that two boats should be employed -

2,400, and the expenses of employing them fqi'ai

2 Paurmauddies for 9 7 o

2 or 9 months at 7 Rupees each per mensem. .. 126 |

2 Divers for 8 months at 9 ) do., 54 il

10 Boatmen for 9 months ate do. i 540 i

2 Canoes for 3 months at8 ' edch per month 18 i
68 it

9. It appears to the Government that the prte
gether insufficient for the purpose indicated ; for notl
two boats which have to traverse such an extent of ecas
Government of Ceylon with the view of obtaining in

protective and watching establishments employed there, together with the extent of coast and
number of banks entrusted to it; but in the mean time they resolve to sanction, as a temp‘ﬂ‘i'
measure, the arrangement recommended by Mr, ,-‘Robertson, to prevent present dopu_%ﬁ on.
The Governor in Couneil is pleased accordingly t¢ authorize an expenditure of Rupees 2 00
the construction of two boats, and a further sum «f Rupees 768 to meet the t;xpenm of manning.
f‘hem-‘ & l')l‘}‘le f)pllecto,r of Tinnevelly will, in commu.nication with the Master Attendant, ar " ge
or the building of these boats, and will consider, whether the boat Laura, purchased for

use of the Master Attendant, ma not it il A
i ‘ on reaching it the pro:
tection and examination of ;;,e PZarl l;anks. ac m"" its destination, be also employed bt

10. . The Board of Revenue report ] PP 9l 'e“;.'“
amination of the pearl banks in Fa tf;; §::ﬂ of ‘L’ sum of Rupees 1,401 sanctioned for ﬂih

tes Consultation 18th April 1856, No. 385, p:

Z;r}::g:; 2P0k 10 have been sctpally disbutsed, and they recommeng tlmti’(:'c""‘ be gra
luding the latter amount in the contingent ¢harges of the Collecte The Gover
Council approves of this Proceeding and 4 o o TR e % ectorate, . MG =

il ::;M";:e ?c(:i‘::mfr :: Council considers Mz, Robertson well desérﬁng of remuneration

AR P o e pearl banks, and is pleased to sanction a danation of five hUREHE

pees in recompense for his labor and the expense incurred by him on tl:e occnsio""." i

(A trné:F}xtnct.)
| Signed) H. FORBES,

1ing can be easier than to elude the viiiﬁlﬂfl,b’
t:  The Government propose to;ldd!,ﬂlﬂ,wi'
formation as to the number and cost of ‘“,

e

e
Acting Seoretary to W"”m?*’.ffr

servatory measures

nally a very profitable
An instance of the '

para, 3 of Mr. Robertson's letter to,

sters on many of the banks, indicates that the
It need scarcely be observed that, if the

in some abundance. On the other hand, the
s 18 to be found in the adoption of adequate m“t‘ f

out .thc sites of the banks, to guard against their |
nomical to build boats than to hire them, and he

ctive establishment thas proposed i ‘altos

I
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B F ort Sumt George, Revenue Consuliation of 29th September 1857.
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Ovdered in consequence that the following letter be despatched

i Government of Fort Saint
No. 40,  From H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the :
George ; to the Colonial Secretary at Colombo; dated 28th September 1857, No. 992.

Sir, AT T

1. The Government of Madras, have for somjﬁtime past, had unfler t:he\r gc:nn&eutm: x g

condition of the Pearl banks on the coasts of Tinnevelly and Madura in this Presidency, an ,
means of rendering them productive.

2. These banks were formerly a source of revenue to the state. In 1830, when the luﬁ‘
fishery took place, the net revenue realized by this Government was nem.-ly a lac of Rupees, :r
about ten thousand pounds sterling, since then, no fewer than fifteen 'examllf‘onr-!s have been rgn e
at different intervals by the officers of this Government, and o1 DB Sbekisd; In 1838, by ap;
tain Quinton, whose services werg placed at the disposal of this Gowmmem by thg G?vernn;e?
of Ceylon for that express purpose. These examinations were 'ig mt:’f uumnees W, an ;:
others more complete ; but, the results in all were more or less ﬁﬂ:: ww:ioryi rso:ghmez th
baoks seemed to promise well ; at other tim,es. they were fmém totally :mul gdi. an : no
satisfactory reason could be given for the dmppmmmsafiﬁ J;l:eﬁr:hg;m?us y found on
them. Several causes were assigned, such "g'ﬂ‘{!‘“@’??" “faio ¥ S: ] es, e“::‘:hmwk -
of the chank fishers, the employment of dredges in the examinat '”éw a" 9::““3 on the banks
certain descriptions of fish called the Sooram and the Kalikay, the death and putrefaction of
:ixiahiﬁ was said poisoned the oysters ; the too near approach of dhouies ; and lastly the widening
oM!wE\WM h i : Pt et e 4 : :

S | - dppuréé to this éwmmt somewhat rg:mrh?mtg :%m Whﬂ? ﬁ,ehu,h belonging
t6 Ceylon should always be productive, those attached to this Cgmment ﬁeu}d PWV@ dr';iytwbm'-‘ ,
ren, though it was reasonable to suppose that the mme natural causes which ?anpmludﬁ‘ii -
1 i,n the one case, would affect the other also. This Government thggefm.ﬁ eisdsd d' e veasons
aisigued for the failure of the pearl bank? on this coast to be i““"*l‘_‘i!?;,»% afw glvmgthen-
full consideration to the subject, the:.y arrived at the conc}:ﬁm.j f:hat ﬂw—m&pimaﬁm . wunt;? :
be found in the imperfect precautions hitherto employed to preserve the oysters from the

BpehielE e of the correctness of this conclusion, and they have resolved, in

z ¢ Government i I gl o] e TN
c:::;::;i;l: to mature a more systematic plan of operation for the future, in order to the
i T A Y !

restoration of.this source of revenue to the state. -
R S S R L LT e
et )

o assistance of His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon in the object wlneh this ngnmnt,, T
}?::;f:?:w‘; and to request that, with His Bxcellencey's permismm, you wﬂihu ‘tg?m‘ M‘ a
ness to furnish this Government with information respeeting the nnmbez»gu&‘% af the g:tgehve
and watching establishment employed under the Ceylon Government, togeth er‘:iht.h $ostont
of coast and number of banks entrusted to it, and generally with ngwmgtign ::d me?t;? ap-
pertaining to the subject, such'as the managemeut of the barfks, 'the ‘ue;sqn:“ e _“ae = :::;
ducting the fisheries, the interval allowed between one axm‘_mfatm an eﬂﬂ.} y g
the fisheries. The Government are also desirous of ascertaining wh;t:mu :h oys -
Ceylon are ever injured by other descriptions of shell fish existing on them, such as 1s said to

the case on this coast in respect of the Sooram and Kalikay. .

5. 1 am also desired to take this opportunity of forarding eopies of resclutions dated 15th

o results ¢l vd them; ssigned at different times for their failure,
v nticed I deet o o b wih seoren o them,the furchr request of this Govern.

ment to be favored with information and suggestions on any points other than those indicated
ahove, which the Ceylon Government may regard as likely to prove useful to the purposes of

Y April 1856, and 25th September 1857, in which the examinations of the Pearl hapks on fhis cons,

5
T -
e z
b - = et
= .'# > 3
Syt &4 B T .
i - = W o L i S -

The results of certain recent examinations of these banks have 7

4. Tom accordingly desired by the Right Honorable the Governor in Councl to selicit
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