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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 4th July 1857.
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7. In a letter dated the 3d March 1854, the Collector made a suggestion, that the yearl
tax on the ditch land taken for building purposes should be remitted or redeemed on the"omung
not only of the high price paid for it, but because the great number and small amountbof the
Puttahs rendered the trouble of collection quite out of proportion to the amount, and caused
a large balance to be always outstanding in the accounts. It was shewn that the number "of

Puttahs was 1230, while the amount of assessment was only Rs. 533-10-6.

8. The Board, in reply, expressed their opinion
that the land was justly charged with a land tax which
it was inexpedient to give up; and as regards the pro-
tion, stated that they were not prepared to entertain itat that time, as
Madras Collectorate had been recently abandoned, partly on account
of the poverty of the parties and the nature of the tax, and partly because it would not be much
celief to the business of the office. At the same time, it was stated, that if there was a desire
among the people to redeem the tax on the site of houses, the Collector should again bring the

subject under consideration.

Pro. to Collector 24th April 1854.

position to allow its redemp
a similar suggestion for the

9. In forwarding the town accounts for Fusly
From Collector of Madura 8th March 1265 the Collector repeated his recommendation urging,
in Consultation 25th August 1856,  in addition to the reason previously given, that with the
view of promoting the growth of towns as essential to

the prosperity of the country, it is desirable to free the people as“inuch as possible from all
troublesome interference, and that the inclusion of a larger number of petty Puttahs for house
rent in the Government Rent Roll was calculated to lead to wrong statistical references. He

d'conquered from the country by the towns

argued that the redemption of the tax on arable lan
owing to the increase of the population and that of 'Lge land tax in general stood on a different
footing, the amount of the former being too small to be liable to the objections which exist to an
anticipation of the yearly revenue of the State, and he pointed out that the course he suggested

d annoyance, but also as assimilating the new

was recommended not only as removing trouble an
houses to the old built on the Grama Nuttum, which is exempted from tax by immemorial

nage. . ..
‘ _10.- The Board, on this occasion, were favorable to the proposal but required more infor-
. mation, They wished to know whether in Madura town there is any distinction between a cul-
Hvadng and non-cultivating inhabitant in regard to taxation for his house ground, also on what
B i{nnc:ples and at what ra.tes ground is taxed within the town of Madura ; whether aceurate
| h:pa exist as w.ei:Las Registers to shew the different holdings, and the terms on which the in-
habitants are willing to redeem their quit rents. '

il 11, Thm questions are partiall in ‘ . iency i
ol s 1 s are partially answered in the present report, and any deficiency in the
 th ‘..;" f”‘f@““’i‘h‘”&fn-#ﬂn@med is aupphed by the Board’s records, and from other sources within

"‘..ﬁigte-h[ sl , ‘ s
_ 1ere is no distinction between cultivating and non-cultivating ryots in Madura town

it !l i i A ‘
nk M:ﬁﬁ?:ﬁct i ﬁ"“ th¢?ﬂ§te of the old ditch, glacis and ramparts, and
ed at the rae o’;‘: rgm from the surrounding fields. The former as already
Assessm upees the Cawny. The latter at any rate of Nunjah, Gar-
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T .I, ‘r'»' i twpﬁ:
[ tilw”

gyt
1@ diteh land there are accurate Reics e
o wl ai&%w M&za‘g::b%w&" and Grants, and the sites taken

! B ins. -3 holdmgs of the rent free lands ‘,’f

f"“ f jih ]
/
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| sanctioned by Governm Y- Eerefors to be no dificulty i o |

ment for Bouse ground. All the land occupied by the old town is exempt .

Wi*ﬁac ‘they have hitherto paid. There are no Maps shewing the

!
ReTe separately shewn, but this is o
yfth 1 y (i v‘\;fkﬂ.t‘ gﬁ' is of no consequence as regards the par-

-Now, after purchase they cither have to prdcnr;e ar
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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 14th July 1857,
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Sﬁye;:-'. Pu]:i;.asseu}i:tx:{ forw?.rds a;.‘ Mahazurnamah Presented by several residents offering to pay
i1 :x:)pt.llim 0. the tax, gnd he inserts a caleulation in the margin of his letter
b meT v:;l gain Rupees 354.annually by accepting the offer. He alludes to
b i e ;.OE 0d fe soll:ndness of ghxs ?alculation the Board cannot subscribe., To
i n p ered for the land, the Acting Collector first adds the whole amount of
‘smcel: received, then c.:harges interest thereon at 12 per eent. per annum, and afterwards com
g:::egd : lfh:mfc;uut oqu}uthrent now received w.ith the amount of interest, shews that the lutte;
i) fmer y the sum ab(')ve men.tmned. Obviously, however, for the purpose of
ertaining whether Government will or will not benefit by the redemption in a pecuniar
f;l;l; Zfl tv::v:r, g}art payments of tax should not .b'e added to the price offered. And when Gc{
ity l;ed Z::r;);v money at § per.cent., the interest on the redemption amount cannot be
i e e : per cen(;:. In, point of fact, Government will not gain in a pecuniary point
ity n,] e ratee();x;s;e eetmed a!l;dmOfe than 20 ye.a.rs’ purchase of the net receipts, which
L P f:ep . would yield a yearly income equal to the amount of the pre-

o ;5': The inha'bitant, however, who can lend out his money at 12 per cent. evidently cannot
. t‘r o pay so h.lgh a rate of redemption as 20 years’ purchase. Itis probably this bazaar
ate of interest which Mr. Sullivan had in view in his calculation.

mentl& Ili; the arrangement therefore be considered desirable on other grounds, the Govern-
add’uc?du:t le ::lor:ltlent;d to make some pecuniary sacrifice, and sufficient aiguments have been
o lead the Board to recommend the Government to sanctio i
, n the
ditch land on moderate terms. : il

17. While the income derived from tl;b;: was,fox;ne;ly only 150 Rupees a year, the Iarge‘

iy ! i sum of Rupees 17,107 is shewn by para. 4 of the Collec~
In Consultation 24th April 1857, tor's aetter of the 3d March 1854’;'l)to have already been
Tl . paid, or al;.out to be paid as price, and the Board attach
nsiderable value to the argument that collection of the sum of Rupees 500 per annum and
odd, or more than 1,200 puttahs, occasions a disproportionate amount of trouble, and injures the
"aI_I;e of the statistical accounts. Itis true that in the town of Madras house grounds pay
quit rent; but there isa special establishment for the collection; and as the nature of the
]revenue of the Madras Collectorate is wgll known, the sn’mll‘hold:'ngs appearing in its accounts
ead to no wrong estimate of the effect of the ryotwary system, In Madura on the other hand,
the accouu.ts and puttahs for these twelve hundred and odd holdings have to be prepared, and
the ::ollect:ons made by the ordinary village establishment on which, and frequently on that of
::;d Tahsildar, on account of the balances which the weavers allow to lie over, it forms a heavy

18. The question remains what is to be considered a fair redemption price. If the Go-
vernment are willing to sacrifice something to'avoid certain inconveniences experienced by them
under the present system, So also the inhabitant may be reasonably expected to consent to pay

for exemption from the trouble and interference to which he is now subject. The Board con-
price to both parties than eight, and resolve to

sider that 12 years' purchase would be a fafker :
solicit authority for the Collector to compound with the holders of ditch land if willing to pay
at this rate, | ; '
ange, except that of the large price already paid,
d Ayacut taken up for building, and the Board
f in support of the proposition ; viz., that it
and that these re-act on the prosperity of

for a new street, the natural process

19. The reasons assigned fos this ch
apply in a great degree to the ordinary cultivate
see much force in another argument made use o
will remove an impediment to the growth of towns,

 the country. When a field adjacent to a town'is required
to redeem the land tax, and then to

under the proposed arrangement would be for the owner,
after paying the price would have no farther trouble.

parcel the land out in sites to parties, who
ecognition of the transfer and a puttah from

the Government officers at the commencement with & call for the tax every year, orif the
puttah for the whole field remains with the former owner, they run the risk of being defrauded.
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