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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 30th June 1857. ke

.to be paid at the rate of Rupees 50 per mensem, and the usual reward granted by Government :»lié |
in former hunts according to the number of elephants captured, was to be obtained for him, .
moreovex.', should he prove himself fitted for the situation, in case Government determined on i
re-establishing the hunts he was to be recommended as Darogz.zh. Cbptain Michael had mﬁ
been able to visit the ground and therefore could not give any opinion as to the fmibiliﬂyi{w
the undertaking. I took the first opportunity of visiting it and at once saw how beautifully the
vall.ey was situated for driving the elephants into the old Kraal or * Coopum,” 1 consequenﬂii‘la'
decu!gc.l on commencing operations without delay, I found the old * Coopum” nearly filled nﬁ’ﬁ% o
some eighteen years having elapsed since it had been used, so that there was n :iy as much
work to be performed as there would have been in making a new “ Coopum.” “ﬁ bl
3. The Collector of Coimbatore had intimated to me that I must make my own
ments and not look to him for.any assistance beyond ordering the old Shikar C;tcben"y‘ii
to assemble at Seermogay when I wanted them ; and he issucd an order that on n&*cﬂﬁf
Wwere men to be pressed into my service. The la.ter no doubt was a Sery correct and just rder

,::t it; t;ﬂ'ect in the neighbourhood was most ruipous to my under '\ the opinion
to':;: at the Collector was opposed  to the hunt and the Native authorities did all they
wart, though outwardly seeming to assist me ; for instance, on my first arrival I ap;
the Tahsildar to send some peons to tell the Wudders in the neighbouring villages that
to make arrangements with them for digging the ditches of the _Co_opnu,ﬁ: , The Tahsild
to send a single peon without the Collector’s order, and until T did obtain that or
peons to call the people to speak with me, no one came forward for work. When wi
the Cfo!‘ector for the above assistance, I stated that I could bsmrbi e G0
Pression abroad th_a.t he was qpposed to the hunt, the reply to which was that he (the C
had given no such impression. I don’t know ‘whether any thing was done to remove
Ppression, but some time afterwards seeing the mote’tkan}nkew@uéﬁ of the native autho
T sent for the Darogah and asked him if he could succeed without the assistance of the Colle
he replied at once in the afimative, and as he had so mieh at stake, T put fuich i hib aser
To induce people to work, I had to pay douwm they did litde
‘money then. When all was nearly completed the eleg
distant and it took five days to bring them back, this he
4. Thad calculated on at least 120 of the old Sh
Collector having ordered all peons who had been present A
place themselves under my orders when sent for ; had the drive taken
nally intended, only 54 peons would have been present, but from
their ground it did not take, place till a week later during which t
I considered these men the main stay of the hunt, for on their, forme
depended the success of the drive. Yet out of this small number T famd an
never seen a hunt before, several of the old men declaring that numbers of the old hun ;
had not been sent (of this I complained to the Collector and was told that every man had been B
sent, I have since forwarded to him the names of the absentees these men gave me) moreover,
' the few muskets they brought with them were in a very unserviceable state. ; '. e
5. Having expended so much public money in the preparations, the elephants beh’ W :
in the valley above the Coopum, and the Darogah still confident of success, I proceeded to '
drive them on the 2lst April, though I felt at the time that I was considerab]y» qrippledg.
means. Without much difficulty we drove the clephants half way down the enclosures or
‘arms of the Coopum, at this critich! moment a rocket was deliberately thrown right aer :
in front of the elephants 1 did not see this myself for I was down leading the drive, |
it was distinctly seen by the spectators on the Hill amongst whom were many of r
friends. The elephants pressed i the reir and fearing to advance after the rocket had beﬁl ‘
fired in front of them, charged over the ' i .h and through the abattis on their flank and escaped, |
the Darogal having left the outer side v+ - arded ; his excuse was that he had not enough musket ’1
men, and consequently could not leave any there, but this is no excuse, for had he told me and ! *
pointed out the danger, I could have obtained sufficient volunteers amongst my friends to have
guarded this ground. The next morning a report was brought to me that the herd had returned to
“the ground we had driven them from the day before. I considered I ought to not let such an oppor-
tunity of recovering the elephants pass away, so I immediately made preparations for another
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drive, however there was much to be dong, the ditch had to he deepened and widened, the whole

of the palisadinds to be recovered with green boughs, and it was absolutely necessary to obtain
more musket men, so that the second drive, at the earliest, could not take place before Friday
the 24th, I sent off an express to the Collector earnestly requesting 50 more peons and 50 muskets
. and that he would assist me to his utmest. This reached him late on Wednesday night. As the
. distance was only 24 miles I caleulated that the men, could he have spared them, would, consi-
g it was an emergent case, be out in time for Friday’s drive. The Collector in his reply

deri
% m° we that he had not the men, nor the time to send them if he had, but that at the same
'ﬁi"m.ed ad ordered every musket and men he could spare to be sent, amounting in all to 20
ausk 7 men. I‘%Ouhl@entionthat 54 muskets had been sent me for the first drive, these
8t re-inforcements did not arrive till rather late on Friday, but in consequence of the difficul-
iy way [ had already postponed the drive till the 25th. The order for the Tahsildar to assist
not reach him till Friday morning, he then for the first time appeared to exert himself
a will, but this left very little time for collecting beaters, and they were not on the ground
10 O'clock on Saturday, which lost me some valuable time. Seeing how defec-
i 4 ,th h,id beerr in‘hi a:tﬁagbments on the first day, I personally superintended every
prients ;‘,bcm{@,,taking care to gnard the side enclosures so that the elephant, could not
ak* tﬁa{augﬁtbem ijgain. 4 Iwiuot hpﬁr{emd with the Darogah on the first oceasion, as I had
' had no experience whatever in elephant driving, and knew that he would lay any failure to i

‘ ‘::" i wfgmm §e ik 7 ;
e drive commenged and the elephants appeared to be steadily approaching, but when

"

gy
: o bt et Coopum they suddenly turned round and broke through the line, It

1e general belief of the natives afterwards, .‘that some one had got in front of the elephantg
3 '."‘Qf'an sk ne@_tham‘bwkriﬁﬁmiﬂ)’wﬁ”‘m extraordinary the elephants breaking back
] account for it jn agy other way, it might easily have been done in the
n?ﬁ and epnfuai?n of the drive wil;hout_ much chanee of detection.
mlﬁnmmedmthe" original ground. I therefore decided on
ird attempt the next moming, having posted a  Cuttup,” or guard of men, with fires
Skt g diirinig ,‘ﬁ&; ht, tremendously hafavy rain fell after dark and I have no
that the men left theugosts [fbr-‘}ahell;et,Yor uft’et: placmg‘th'e people on the following morn.-
i i‘i:epﬁ‘r?t thafs;ttﬁé”. Jtﬂ?ﬂ Wed ?n'. ;-he mght. I.had already exceeded the
cbﬁqidmb “@‘21 did not con ider myself justified in making any rhore attempts to
ik i yver, I was convinced in my own mind that the Shikar Cutcherry Peons
ted the same to the Collector prior. to the second drive, but his reply
position and that he could in no way allow it.
Aismnm ‘oz.;;*"th,e following grounds, these Shikar Peons have for the
a life of comparative ease and may be considerable profit to themselves
of the Distriet. ~ The hardships of a Shikar Peon are considerable,
‘  in the jungle day and night without shelter for many days and nights together
it o th M’r nq#ﬂiﬁlappeﬂ“ to me very natural that these men should
oy iﬂm@if the hunt succeeds we shall be liable to be constantly called oyt
el E where should this one fail Government in all ;probability will have 5o
s, 'When I reported this to the Collector, and moreover that the Peons were a most jn.
%I did 50 in hopes that he would take measures to intimidate them info proper beha-
i % not doso I attempted it myself at the- same.time holding out high rewards if the ele-
nts were captured; but they seemed to care little either for my threats or promises, Aj;y
R the name could have mrped the elephants on the second day and prevented theip
e line, these fellows fled like women the moment the elephants turned round, Had the

e Y of one mind nothing could have prevented my capturing the elephants
I % yibut the many opposed to him from personal enmity, and all secretly wished

£ fazl’ for reasons I have just quoted.

8“.'- Gfgl%y ]Ienving Se’émiooga)'- after paying the people, t*h&ryots who hﬂye suffered from the
~ aﬁyrédat ions ‘of these elephants’ (and ‘.the damage a herd of these animals commit in one night
[ " until seen eould hardly be believed) came fqrward and offered to drive the elephants into the
. | Coopum themselves, and wished to know what Government would give them for the animals
! - when caught, There is no doubt that 4 or 500 men of one mind could ‘easily do it with plenty
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Fort Saint George, Revenie Consultation of 30th June 1857 il
Gridrtasie e i ma o E
pf (E-u'ns and ﬁrfawo?kn, but I doubt if tbe' villagers alone could succeed. I was much annoyed
at their not having come forward before to assist me; instead of calmly awaiting the result . d
then being in great distress on finding I had failed. ST T
9. T trustunder the circumstances, Government will io
! \ b sanction the disbursement of ¢ :
1 bf.ve expended in excess of the estimate, Captain Michael in sending it in did not c(;lc:;:e‘u?"
ha.;vn.rg to pay neaxtly double for all work, Notwithstanding this, however, I should have b i
w}xthm the'amount.or n.early s0, had I left off after the st drive, but I thi,n»k ‘Gmre-m,,,ent wf A
_ano?v that I was right in making another attempt. Iam unable to close the accounts nmﬁl' .
rece;ve ceixl'tam items of expenditure from the Collector, but as there may be some delay m
warding these, I transmit this report for your informati : Biuliiln
counts hereafter. : T WO WAl A e
10. I bave gained considerable experience from this fai ’ : L
. . - S - . Mhll‘e g i eleph mts '
this District, and my opinion is with the thorough co-operation of th?arlt}:;fo:;:ﬁ,r@ hm :
certain, without it very doubtful indeed. 3 hh’

AssT.CConsmv's. OFFICE, * (True Copy.)

OIMBATORE, . Si : ‘ ik

6th May 1857. } (Sgned) H. CLEGHORN, W
Consery For

No. 35. Orper THEREON, No. 654 ; dated 26th June 1857 e

With this letter, the Conservator of Forests submits a répdr’t from the Assrs'fa istant Cons

of the Annamalay Forests, intimating the failure of the elephant hunt at the foot '-fl ‘ ;
gherries, for which a sum of Rupees 1,500 was sanctioned in the Extract Mihm“'éd o

dated 16th January 1857, No. 62. The unsuccessful termination of the hiat after .

expenditure is much to be regretted. Captain Hamilton details the operations of the b

attributes the failure to several causes, of which one is an impression among the native au i

that the Collector of the District was opposed to the hant. The Government see 1o g

such a conclusion, and they remark that Mr. Thomas himself proposed the under SRRy

! appear from the Board'’s Proceedings dated 9

E. M. C. 16th Jan. 1857, No. 62. - 1857, No. 92. The report of Captain Hmil

: ‘ever be forwarded to theCJHecto; ath oun i

will be requested to state whether any further attempt can be made with a probability of &

for capturing the herd which that officer reported on a former oceasion to have done
able injury to the crops near Sreemogay. It should also be stated Wﬁwhy i
for the next attempt. Dr. Cleghorn suggests that it will be better to ‘establish a ye
of catching elephants instead of shooting them. The Guvernment are under theimprossion th
elephant hunts are organised in Coimbatore from time to tine as opportunities ‘,m’“‘mﬂ,
observe that Captain Hamilton in his present letter refers to the Darogahs and Peons of
Shikar Cuteherry, an establishment which was originally formed on purpose “’Wzﬂﬁ" wild
elephants, and in former years was certainly annually so engaged. Mr. Thomas will be requested i
to state what is the present state of the Shikar Cutcherry, the number of men composing it, their i oo
‘rates of pay, and the manner in which they are employed when no elephant hunts take phuaabp ||
@, The Conservator of Forests requests that the sum expended for the elephant hutn, in
excess of the Estimate, may be sanctioned ; but this cannot be done till the Government are in- 2
formed of the exact amount which was spent on the undertaking. s ;
ded, Dr. Cleghorn states, with reference to para. 4 of

3, In para. 4 of his letter above recor ra, 4of
the Extract Minutes Consultation dated 25th March 1857, No. 646, that Mr. Muller has aI..,\ _
ways drawn Rupees 2.10-0 per diem when travelling more than 10 miles, and af:exmymgﬂu ‘{g;‘t Al

he was not aware of this circumstance when submitting his scheme to.Governm:.ant, recomm nds
that the allowance may be continued, in consideration of the n.umerou.s .aucuqns Mr, M‘ Il
has to attend, and the ferrics he has to cross. Though otherwise unw%]lmg to anc’ede h.'j-
ns stated in the order just referred to, yet:looking to the fact M Mr. i
Muller has always been on the receipt of the allowance, the Right Honorable meﬁﬂ”mmh ‘» il
Couneil is pleased s a special case, to grant authority for the .Tent allowance bemg conugpecﬁrgo
Mr. Muller, as usual at Rupees 2.10-0 per diem when travel.hng. morz tha}n 10 miles. !
4, The Government observe however that this question of travelling allowance to Mr.

d have formed the subject of a separate letter.
Muller should have o B Vol

Acting Secretary to Government.
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