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No;.;‘ 42, ORDER THEREON, No. 414 ; dated 4th May RSV

_ With the above proceedings, the Board forward aletter from the Collector of Bellaryre- -
- porting upon a petition presented to the Right Honorable the Governor by certain inhabitants

of Bellary during his late tour in that District.
9, The matters referred to in ‘the petition which it was within the Board’s province to notice

are _t.he high land assessment, the Moturpha tax, the employment of Aumanie Mootsuddies in
~ place of the hereditary village Potails, the family connection existing among the public servants - :
of Bellary, and the great age of some of the Tahsildars. '

3. The Government have had the assessment in Bellary lately under their consideration,
have already sanctioned reductions on the most highly taxed lands, and have resolved on further
measures of relief, the petition now in question does not therefore demand any specific orders

under this head. g

4. The abolition of the Moturpha tax can be ecarried out only with due consideration to
the financial exigences of the country ; it is well known that the Government have long since

5 advocated the measure, and now that the consent of the Honorable Court has been obtained,

 there can be no doubt that the boon will be conceded as soon as the Goovernment of India are in
a position to dispense with so considerable an item of revenue,

5. The Government are unwilling to inter_fem,' ith the Collector in the matter of employing :
Agmanie Mootsuddies to perform the Reddys’ duty, they are confident that Mr. Pelly will make
the change only when it is really necessary, and they_dte aware that in the Ceded Districts the village
officers have been so often suspected of conniving at gang robberies, and that party feeling at times
runs so high in the villages, that the nomination of an entire stranger, unconnected with the
village, or with either rival faction, is the only means that can be employed to maintain the public
peace, or to preserve harmony in the village. The selection of Bramins for the office, is very
frequently a matter of necessity in a District where education is at so low an ebb, that hardly
any of the village Reddies can read or write. ; :

6. The plan which the Board appear to advooate in para. 6 of their proceedings, of nominat-

_ing a Reddy from one village to serve the office in another, would, the Government fear, not

be very practicable, because, as all of the class are cultivators none would be willing to leave

- their farms, to undertake a not very remunerative office at a distance. -

7. The extensive family connection subsisting among the public servants in Bellary has

. aTre&d_r 'gtt_&acted the attention of Grovernment, and they are glad to see the endeavours which
the Colleetor has lately made to break it up. ‘

S Y !égards the age of the Tahsildars referred to in the‘petition, the Government con-

~ sider that ’,’?measures to be adopted must depend solely upon the efficiency of the men now

reported ot oy the Collector. The Government cannot allow an office, so important to the
people and b the state, as that of a Tahsildar, to be filled by a man who from extreme age, ot
other infirmity, is incapacitated from performing his duties, and while they would wish nothing
harsh or unjust to be done to old and faithful servants, they have no hesitation in declaring that
it is the Collector's duty to insist on the resignation of any servant of his establishment, who can

no icmgex do his work. il ; AT

9. The Government observe in every one of the cases mentioned by Mr. Pelly, the T ahsil-
dars have served long enough to be entitled to a pension if their incapacity for further active
service be supported by a medical certificate, and that there will therefore be no hardship in
insisting on resignation, if the good of the service requires it. - '

- (Signed)

H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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