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9. Six yes 2 . s :
the Beno‘aln;’?e"l;s\ "‘g”:f(ho“e\'cr, - Py be now,) Carts and Bullocks were net I’I'O(“l"able £
o k: : b:»e:;:i:cy'fm voluntary hire, and for the obvious reason that Carts and Bullocks areé
means ofptral':s ort tcs 0;. V;’I“"m"y hire as are Camels, and Boats and Ships, and all the other\
if I am not migufol'r‘;: lcrler' Grant, points, And so it is in the Madras Presidency also,

ed. The ownersof Carts and Bullocks keep them solely for purposes 0
i "-b‘——"' 1
7 unless compelled to do so by

"E'Efﬁo"ﬁty . 59

vieinity of large 'i‘ow mo\};? ATCEng, ".f the halting places are judiciously selected 1n the neat
e s : Haox illages. Articles of supply are stored by the Buniahs expressly for
. the opportunity afforded, by the arrival of a Regiment, to secure a ready, secure and
profitable market is eagerly taken advantage of. But I repe z’ il his i ;:’the case as
respects Carts and Bullocks. As I have alread : b =pes m.t t.‘s .30
connected with Awricult 1 ve already observed, they are maintained solely for purposes -
ket to market, an (i’ if div:rte’;?' for the conveyanece of Traders’ goods and merchandise from mar-
R liabler :’ rom these purposes, the owners and indeed the general population
unable to see how the evil can }ienous 1?Sses, as a}so t.o great inconvenience and distress; yet I am
to keep up the amount of Cart.: reI:;e};hEd' Ordma‘:‘]y, Troops march ouly during the cold season,
single occasion, admitting that 'z;m i ullocks required here to secure an engagement on that !
losing speculation, in which n y dl:l 1:';}” Raliins .f‘“ two, three, or even four months,. would be a*
and I cannot conceive tos il vidual, or pm-at.e company, would be at all likely to embark,
tablishment for such a pur S would be disposed to organize and maintain a public es-
means of the Troops wr})m pf sif ; while to do so, is most assuredly wholly and entirely beyond the
sive system, steepod ;n d 1: ave good reason to kHOW,'are, even under the present least expen=
every occasi ebt by thf! charges they have to incur, for carriage for their families on
ks Oon of a long march being undertaken. ‘

is extel; s 1:‘ all !Zhese c?nsidera.{.@s, therefore, I venture to predict, that the proposed Bill, 13 HEiE

o this Presidency, will become for all practical purpases a dead Tetter. ey

i e i s (Signed)” P. GRANT =¥

o5
P

Memorandum by the Quarter Master Gencral of the Army.

‘ In November 1841, the Bombay Government. published rules to be cbserved in obtaining
private carriage on the march of 'a Regiment, with tables of the weights, allowed to each grade
aud ecarriage for the same. * ' j -

In December 1844, the ﬁuestioﬂ was mooted by the Government of Madras, of adopting at
this Presidency some limitation similar to that contained in t_hep‘_‘[;umbay % el
regard to the quantity of carriage for a Regiment of ‘detashmabt Leirsg Oréered- S o
result was that it was found the system of limitation could not be established in this Army without |
giving rise to much inconvenience and distress.

; (Government were however pleased on the 26th
December 1845, to publish rules for the future guidance of those in command of parties ordered s
to move and requiring carviage. These rules without laying on any restriction with regard to
quantity, divect that individuals shall, in the first instance, cmfe?vour o provide themselves with:
carriage’s but should it be found requisite to apply £ the Civil Authorities (or Police beyond

Fronticr) the Commanding Officer daes s0, under certain forms laid down by Government. The

person, called a Bandy Maisuy, who exerc =l e s
E 3 i by il £ pendal Tnt et bf pontishd.  Frome vie BPER SRR it

itskd Jarge per centage, over the usual market rate of hire, from:the
e nad S Ontowteis Y may B welll DO IS o RO
'cases that. have occurred at Madras, the first shewing that a supply of Carts is not at all times
procurable, even for a Regiment.of Native Infantry ‘under the ‘“ non-interference system,” and

the second shewing that . imposition is practised by these Maistries on the cartmen themselves.
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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 28th Apri 1857.

The first, is the case of 50th Regiment N. L ordered to move from Madras to Secunderabad in
the Jatter end of 1854, No exertion on the part of Regimental Authorities availed in procuring
the requisite carriage, and after 14 days’ delay it was found necessary to supply the remaining
wants of the Regiment from public cattle. The second case is that of 30th Regiment N. I.  The
advances for carts were, as usual, made to the Maistry, who supplied them at Madras. This man
hewever did not settle honestly with the cartowners, 5 of whom, on arrival at Cuddapah, (the des-
tination of the Regiment) complained that they had not received their money. This complaint
has been forwarded through all the channels, eventually to Government, and it appears that the
opinion of the Compuny’s Solicitor is, that these 5 men have no redress, but to repair to Madras,
and sue the Bandy Maistry in the Petty Cause Coutt. A course which is obviously out of their
power, without, to use a homely expression, throwing good money after bad.
It has been asserted and maintained by many that there are more- private followers
now with a Native Regiment than there were formerly. Such is not however the
case. In 1855, a sort of Census was taken of all camps (of Regiments on ordinary relief) the day
before completing their march, and the result shewed that no ificrease on the number of private
followers, in former times, had taken place. Indeed, there is no just cause for supposing it
should do. The families of Sepoys have always accompained Regiments, and there is little or
no difference in the social habits of natives from what they were formerly. Some 35 or 40 years
ago, Carts indeed were rarely met with, for the simple reason, there were few roads that ad-
mitted of that description of carriage; and-old officers will well remember the tedious break
downs of sick Carts when first used, and the delays occasioned thereby. Notwithstanding the ( / f
inference of Mr. Grant that Carts are as much in the market for hire as any thing.else, it is
. hotorious that Carts in this Presidency are not to be met with as Carriers. Theyare the pro- f &
perty usually of men who bring their own goods to market, either the produce of  their estates,
or their purchased merchandize. To take them off this, their legitimate use, impedes traffic
no-doubt, and no person thercfore willingly brings forward his Cart for hire. There are however
other ohjections to his doing so. '
1st. The fatal sickness that has now for many years aluiost invariably attacked camps with
" more or less severity and which has not of course spared Cartmen, has created a very natural dread
of the employment. :
2d. The conduct of Moaistries as above set forth.
3d. Ahd perhaps, achief cause, the fear of being obliged to go beyond the station they at i
first engaged for. " e /m"y:
~ On the other hand, there is every reasom: to.believe that Cartowners, or d!‘-ivers-'reéei?ezab
good treatment, both from Iurepeans and ' Natives, - Cases of complaints of ov erloading
or ill usage are rarc indeed. But notwithstanding this, the service is not a popular’ one;indeed}
from what has been set forth above, it is clear that it cannot be expected to be. i il
‘Before Railways were established in England, - the impressment of Carts for Troops were
legalized, because a necessary evil ; such a thing is not now known, with such a network of Tron
roads. The evil, it is feared, must exist in India until she to@'cab bbés;, f°f other means of
transit than Carts. et 1

Goyernment further direet prompt payments to bé 'mu.le,- batta for détﬂﬂliOH, no ovquoadin'g : Tte result of  the Census above alluded to: taken 1835, gives the ‘WOW??‘%‘W‘ the average
Pl Carts to be allowed, in fact every. injunetion &sgwm wﬁ"{;‘_‘:’;?; f’::tow::e;j i;mlm ot injur i number of Carts, &e. - : : = — »
K These rules are still in force in this Presidency, at all slalions save j ras ilself, whe i = 3 s PRI
i ziae systc;n ok S ””mce as set ﬁmﬁh M:!'.e Qtagtb‘BJ““ .(vwggh‘gmt‘;',‘, P?mﬂﬁe) aiiin W il 11 : : The ;‘Ye{‘age as taken on -1@? {Native).
8 in force : experience however does not Bb&wtﬁhﬁtﬁé ayiiene i one! which it would be safe or ’ £ \ C:f‘t, t‘t’;g ;‘g"l‘mn
§i:  prudent to adopt; for from 1o station 14 W’“"” difficulty in procuring + Cavts for' the move= | g | Tartontb e men: e
ment of a Regiment. The custom. a6 Madras, when digimens ha rteamenhyih fo emplolsey | 3 1 Bullock to 4} men. :
FES orcises a control over this description of * ecarriage a ' f 31 Private followers (men women and

_ : children) to each fighting man. ¥l cn S
Tn 1845 it was found that 300 carts was the average requirement of a Regiment of Native
Infantry. i

55 \is-iattt‘;é}md, the rate of hire has however been

A copy of the Census of camps taken in 18
added since and must be considered approximare rather than real.

: Qi-M&‘GE‘NL’s Orncn.} ; HEHEs

F. A. REID,
Qr. M. Genl.

Fort St. George,
»3135 March 18357,
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l Quarter Master General. ‘ :
: Commumcated to Revemm Department.

(s.gneﬁ) C. A. BROWNE, Col.,
Secretary to Government.
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Ived : 384 ; dated 928;) April 1857. i
Resolved that a copy of Mr. Bl tt’ i the ﬂ—
of Revenue, with a request that th s - 8 letter and of its enclosures be forwarded to Rag

report the actual practice of the Cjyil Offi

plies for Troope, and also for T : oeer
there has been a material improve::::l'en a_t e halting places within their limits, and "h‘w .

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to G

. Ordered B Cobaie : \ :
ronsequence that the following letter b
No. 42.  From 11, roRp ES "8 fetter be despatched.

s Esg., Acting S, ' Y | uesNgp i |
to the H. : g ecretary to the Government of Fort Saint Georges
s oy ;::fwe D. ELLIOT, Esg., Member of the Legislative cﬂ,jca of India for the 1

"5 dated 28th April 1857, No. 385 W
Sir, -

i st T

I jiic dir ' i : ; T"-i. pirt 4
of your lette:cz:'d t;g g;e Right Honorable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the receipt
law Pegaiding T o Febma"y.lut, transmitting a copy of Mr. Grant’s bill to amend the e
unlawful hpremmf tv-mon = e and supplies for troops and travellers and to pﬂﬁi’h
extending th . i and requesting the opinion of this Goverument as to the expediency of

"8 the provisions of that bill to this Presidency, et s

2. Y 1 - ! " - e N
consideration, ;e ;:: andits enclosuses having been referred to the Military Department for :
mander in Q}ZM' 41:1:"07 e o, 1 copy of a Minute by Hi¢ Excellency the Cﬂi‘ 1 S
which the bill relatos gﬁfm ’¥ the Quarter Master Greneral of the Army on ;h.mgoeﬁo i
Breset syfo OF W PO GRBIORE e SPpiehes o a0 e th vl of e

3 . ated at S et ey reasons
that the facilities afforded for o‘i’::gﬁngﬁ 2t 9 of his Minute, and are based on

g -

without impressment

» do not exist in this Presidency ; and that while in W Bl
: mpanied by their families, and require in conseque
qudms the men are never separated lfrmn their familics, exe

7 und that this practice, which has existed

, or the tr n:
osed Bill, if e

ree.  In illustration of this remark i '
: M%-rmmwremtk,ha cites twi

not always procurable under the non-Jnterference

’ He.f redress apg ‘ﬂﬂﬁm e :
enm are‘ P?%nrabh‘u&; el
- mander in Chief, alloges

£
f

Tl 5l v; q ’ b
i !,44[,9-'«\!!.\.‘tiuummﬁﬁjg‘,gga.:t'.»‘,"‘,‘.‘ v

T L

b S Gar Revees o of %0k Aprd 108

R AP A AT PP AT A

the property of men who use them in transporting goods and Merchandise, and who would not
willingly let them out on hire for the conveyance of the families of soldiers, In fact the service
is said to be extremely unpopular with the bandy and bullock proprietors ; and Colonel Reid
mentions several reasons for its being so. ! ' :

4. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council entirely concurs in the views expressed by

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and the Quarter Master General of the Army, and he

desires me to communicate his opinion that, under present circumstances, it would not be expe-
dient to extend Mr. Grant’s bill to this Presidency. ;

8. With regard to the enquiry in the concluding para. of your letter, I am instructed to

state that the Board of Revenue have been requested to report the actual practice of the Civil

- Officers in the Districts in regard to the provision of supplies for Troops, and also for travel-

lers at the halting places within their limits, and whether there has been a material improve-
ment in this respect since Sir T, Munro wrote his Minute in 1821, A copy of their report, when
‘receivec‘l, will be forwarded to you in due course.
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