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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 17th March 1857.

i

portations cannot be made until its close. The Acting Collector states that shipping do not go
to sea freely before the middle of October, and if the Government ensure a sufficent supply

until the trading season is fairly set in, private importations may be expected as soon as * prices
rise to such rates as are considered remunerative.”

10. For these reasons, Mr. Robinson recommends that he may be permitted to receive 1,500
Garces of Bombay salt beyond the requirements of the District up to the S0th June next, to

keep the Grovernment godowns open until the 31st January 1858, when the new supply of indi-
genous salt may be expected.

11. The propriety of Government abandoning the system of supplying the local demand
of Malabar exclusively by direct importation from Bombay has formed the subject of lengthened
correspondence, and after a full consideration of the subject, Government have determined on
veviving the Home manufacture and leaving the supply of Bombay salt entirely to private enter-
prise. The 80th June next has been fixed as the date on which such importations by Govern-
ment are to cease both in Canara and Malabar, and a further extension of the period, particularly
in only one district, is open to objection as throwing doubt on the sincerity of the professions of

Gavernment, and as obstructive of privat: enterprise if the connection of Government with that
trade is really the cause of private merchants withdrawing from it.

| 12.  On the other hand, however, the ontingency of the district being left, as there is now
gre;at reason to apprehend, withouta sifh iency of a prime necessary of life has to be guarded
against, and as the expectations of Govern :

e <nt in regard to private importations have not been
fulfilled, and a supply of indigenous salt is ot available the only course left for adoption is that
proposed by the Acting Collector.

13. Concurring fully in the necessiv, of the measures suggested by Mr. Robinsen, the
Board recommend that he may be anthorized

iR i to continue jmporting Foreign salf, from Bombay
or Goa u!ftll the probable wants of the Distr « up to the period he has named are provided for,
and the time fixed for the cessation of Gov ament imports from Bombay may be extended to
the 31st January 1858, a Notification of the a, ration of date being published in the Gazette.

g led in his imports by the cutturn of the Home
ort: ivns.

14. Mr. Robinson will of course be
manufacture and the extent of private imp

(A tre» Extract

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Acting Secrelary.

S —

OrbEr THEREON, No. 263 A ; dated 16th March 1857.
Al 1 ?‘th. t.hese Pr oceedings, the Board of Rey nue submit aletter from the Acting Collector of
b 'Bi T'.’. etall}hg the circumstances under whica he is apprehensive that the supply of salt in
' strict may be deficient if the Government godowns be closed, as was directed, onthe 30th
of June next, and reque: :

No. 44,

sting permission - { 4 ; 1858.
r. Robinson further re ‘Permission to keep them open until the Slst of January 1858

i quests to be allowed x ) g ition to the
quantity required ‘up to LT TR A vton of el St

the 30th of June, i . i of the Province
through the South ‘West Monsoon. LRSI A M

i M;:’ an’ghix; :ﬁtter‘is 'datt_ad tl.xe 3lst of J, anuary and reached the Board’s office on the 7th of Feb-
¢ although the Acting Collector particularly requested that orders on his application

might be communicated to ki Vg o 1 ¢
then prevail, trade with BOI:;aat an early date, as in Mareh, owing to the southerly winds that

\ Y becomes less brisk, and higher pri demanded, the matter
Was not taken into the Boarg’ . i sk, and higher prices are s ‘
that their Proceedings reac}l;‘e; consideration until the 13th Instant, and it was not until the 16th

the :-G'OV ernment, ;

the Board, the Giove it mayattend this delay, which, in the absence of any explanation by

o TAMeHt must consider, might.cartainly. have heen avoided. -
* £ rvery m Bi 1 : 2
coast of this fpresaﬁ:mfh, deration of the whole question of the supply of salt to the Western
finally closed on a ﬁmi: al 0t came to the conclusion that their Godown should be
Y 7 and that the trade with Bombay.should be left. entirely t0-private
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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 17th March 1857.
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5. The Government still adhere to the principle on which their decision was based, and do not
consider that it is departed from, if, under the peculiar circumstanc'es.brought to notice by the
Acting Collector, they now accede to his request, recommended-as it is b_?' the Board of Reve-
nue, and sanction the continuance of sales at the Government godowns until the 81st of January
B sl year. It is obvious, in the opinion o.f (Government that more than one year must be
required to reclaim the land, fom'lcrly occupied by tlfe‘ Salt pans, frox.n the jungle which has
grown upsin the last thirty years, and that the expedition to the Persian Gulph must have so
deranged the ordinary course of trade on the Western C?aSt; as to have I.Bd to the emplo;l'ment
in the transport of troops and stores, of many vessels which would otherwise have engaged in ghe
salt trade.

6. The Government therefore sanction the adoption of the measures recommended by the
Acting Collector and the Board, and in order t’t?a\t no fur.thef time may 1_)3 unnecessarily los.t,
they resolve to communicate this approval of his suggestions to Mr. Robinson by the Electric
Telegraph.

Ordered, that the following message be transmitted by Electric Telegraph, to the Acting
Collector of Malabar.

Telegraph Message.

From the Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras ; to the Collector '?f Malabar, dated
16th March 1857.

* With reference to your letter to Boagl of Revenue thirty-first January fifty-seven, the
closing of Government Godown for Bombay Salt is extended to thirty-first January fifty-eight,
and you are permitted to receive fifteen hundred garce more salt than is wanted up to thirtieth
June,

(Signed) H. FORBES,

Acting Secretary to Government.
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