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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.

Read again the following papers:—

G.0., Nos. 526-27 Ry., dated 4th April 1898.
, No. 613 Ry., dated 23rd April 1898,
. o 852 Ry., 4 23rd June
Nos. 1048-49 Ry., dated 13th August 1898.
No. 1079 Ry., dated 23rd August 1898.
Nos. 1296-97 Ry., dated 19th October 1898,
1470-71 Ry., ,, 28th November 1898,
1553-54 Ry., , 17th December ,,
108-9 Ry., , 26th January 1899.
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Read also the following paper : —

From—The Secretary to the Government of India, P.W. Dept.
To—The Joint Seey. to the Govt. of Madras, P.W. Dept., Railway Branch.
Dated—Simla, the 27th April 1899, No. 47/R.P.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1471 Railway, dated
98th November 1898, and No. 1554 Railway, dated ]17th December 1898, which
complete the information called for in Public Works Department No. 706 R.C., dated
31st May 1898, in connection with the proposals in regard to the metre gauge poliey
of the Madras Railway and its extensions made in your letters No. 527 Railway, dated
4th April 1898, and No. 613 Railway, dated 23rd April 1898, which proposals are
defined and amplified in your letters No. 765 Railway, dated 27th May 1898 ; No. 849
Railway, dated 23rd June 1898; and No. 1297 Railway, dated 19th October 1898.
Your letter No. 109 Railway, dated 26th January 1899, has also been received.

2. In reply, I am directed to state that, after careful consideration, the Govern-
ment of India have arrived at the conclusion that, while the views of the Government
of Madras as to the expediency of adopting the metre gauge for the further develop-
ment of railway communication in Southern India, and of converting to that gauge
in due course as much of the existing south-west branch of the 5 6" gauge Madras
Railway as may be necessary fo secare continuity of communication on the metre
gauge, need not be disputed or may even be accepted, the time has not yet come when
conversion could be anything but an impediment to existing traffic, and that it 1s not
worth while to sacrifice future freedom of action merely in order to prevent the
extension of the Madras Railway to Cannanore or rather to Baliapatam, a few miles
beyond Cannanore, being made for the present on the parent gauge.

3. To convert the Madras Railway west of any given point, say Podanur, before
that point is connected by metre gauge lines with the metre gauge systems to the
north and south, us by the Podanur-Dindigul Branch with the South Indian and by
the Mettupalaiyam-Satyamangalam—Nnnja.ngod line, incloding the conversion of the
Podanur-Mettupalaiyam Biaveh with the Southern Mabrata system on the north
would simply mean to interpose a gratuitous break of gauge where none NowW exists
between stations east and west of that point on the broad gauge line and & double

break of gauge where there is now only one, between stations to the west of that
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point and stations on the
Katpadi- Arkonam or Renigu

o metre gauge systems now reached vi@ Erode, Bangalore,
nta. Granting that Podanur is the traffic shed between
d west, still it is part of the case for the Cannanore extension that there is a
fﬁtsﬁﬁmme t’hrough traffic between the east and west coasts, which is put down in
o. 1207 Railway, dated 19th October 1898, at 26 ten-ton wagons daily.

N Eelr g
your letter this would have to break bulk at Podanur, if the section west of that

le of :
rfﬂl;:e wilgocz noverte d to the metre gauge, while the set-off of 16 wagons, which now have

bulk elsewhere, would only become operative when Podanur is linked up
:i:fi%]: metre gauge s;;tems to the north and south. .Tﬂl then the 'wholq of these
latter would have to break bulk at Podanur and again at the same stations as at
resent, and the construction of the extensions to Cannanore and Cochin would increase
Ehe volume of traffic, which would be subjeet to this inconvenience,

4. As far as it is ab present possible to foresee meither "thé'_POdanur-]_)indigul
line nor the connection either vid Mettupalaiyam and Sa‘t\yamange.lamr or vid Erode
with Nanjangod can possibly be even commenced for at least three years to come.
Ovyer two years more from date of commencement of work will have elapsed before

hvel'nes could be opened for traffic, and within another two years or so the Madras

- 6111 contract will have become terminable and will in all probability be terminated.
I‘i?hgla{hat time arrives, the State will be free to convert and redistribute the Madras
Railway gystem

as may then seem expedient. In the meantime the State will be free
s ‘
to employ “ﬁythﬁg[?:ﬁ{angod conmections instead of being bound to give them to the
Dmdlguﬁ?lwa and supposing them to be made and opened within the next five
Madrai o é tatz wan still afford to wait till the Madras Railway contract falls in before
S ‘ ; e A S a1

{nterchange of tAMO T s Railway, independently of any g
: while the 7w will be better, and other traffic no worse off than if
b e-?’“t. Of ~  vest of Podanur Weremde Bl OXOBE o {1 iy s o Rt ) Iy
o17pf gatlge “ov, S tangi Jle advantages which are urged in favour of

> §

 the ﬁ'vﬂfk of the CORYEL", o extension from Calicut to Cann re and Baliapatam
oo tho oot P Coahin on the meto instend of o he broad gauge o

3
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hich will otherwise be necessar;

ALY T QIGHER WAL e - A
 openline eXPERCIIL M nestion for the reason that it
~ may be iﬁ{‘;’l‘fe?}qsa of the Cochin Darbar, and Gover:

o @XCIUTLI o for it, Moreover, the ar

at may be preferred for the construetion of the Podanur-

il -ersions of gauge. v GG G BLRURRLE BN . iy 1
proceeding to;?,i;i‘:m of the two connections above mentioned will provide for the
f it ﬁwm‘th‘dnﬂbr@k:bfgauge.betwmﬁeiif { e systems fo the

The only 805 ' nge west of Podanur at present are that it will facili-




No. 705 Ry., 29t June 1899.

_ G e v ~ Prblic Works (189 ) Departm

L
. R ) i ¥C\«\-R.\.,\s) L
once, it seems clearly better in every way that the extension should be on the parent & & | - ;

gauge. It is believed that a cheap broad & , ' CURREN N 0. ,;\, q...., 6‘?\
No. 505 R.C., dated 23rd March 1899. gauge line could be made for little more il : 2

Your letter numbered and dated as follows :— tha-n the cost Of. a metre gauge line.as
229 Railway, 23rd ultimo. Please arrange estimated, and if the broad gauge line
at once with Madras Railway for construc- were laid out and constructed with a view

tion of Calicut-Baliapatam branch on ¢4 facility for conversion. the
standard 5" 6” gauge, taking care that it g s g i

shall be laid and constructed as economically of :On};’e{‘.t lngt;he aidltl:}? al .70 miles i
as possible with second-hand material and 50 !0 Daliapatam when the time comes, if
with a view to conversion hereafter. 1t dogs come, will be hardly worth con-

k sidering. . For the foregoing reasons the

telegram quoted on the margin was despatched to your address on the 23rd March
1899.

7. From paragraph 5, anmle, it will be gathered that the Government of India
have no objection to the adoption of the metre gauge for the Shoranur-Cochin line as

desired by the Darbar, provided they can make satisfactory arrangements for con-
structing and working the line,

8. As regards your letter Ng. 109 Railway, dated 26th January 1899, I am
directed to state that there is no present probability that the line to Baliapatam will
be extended for any considerable distance before the Madras Railway contract falls
in. Meanwhile the Madras Government will, no doubt, in consonance with the
telegram quoted in paragraph 6, arrange that nothing is done to render the ultimate
conversion of the western extension more difficult or costly than it need be. In
connection with the statement in the same letter that postponement of the adoption of
the policy advocated by the Government of Madras will result in much needed
extensions of railway communication being kept back until at least four or five years
later than the purchase of the Madras Railway by the State, I am to remark that,

except the direct prolongation of the Madras broad gauge line beyond Baliapatam
just referred to as a question unlikely to arise, there appears to the Government of
India to be no reason why every much needed extension that they are aware of at

present should not be made on the metre gauge as soon as a place can be found for it
in the programme of railway construction. ;

_ 9. Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India has been informed of the decision
arrived at by the Government of India on the subject-matter of this letter.

Orper—No. 705 Ry., dated 29th June 1899.
Recorded.

(True Extract.)

Fraxcs J. E. Serine,
Joint Secretary.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Exd. W, D'Moss,
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GOVERNME.NT OF I'NDIA.

No. 47 R. P.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

To

SIR,

[ am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.

RAILWAY PROJECTS.

THE JOINT SECRETARY TOo THE GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS,

PuBLic WORKS DEPARTMENT, RAILWAY BRANCH.

dated 28th November 1898, and No

Simla, the 27th April 186,

R. C., dated 31st May 1898, in connection with the proposals in regard to the
metre gauge policy of the Madras Railway and its extensions made in your letters

No. 527 Railway, dated 4th April 1898, and No. 613 Railway,

1898, which pro sals are defined and amplified in your letters No, 75'}‘.3@‘,,@" AR

No. 839 Railway, dated 23ra June 1898, and No. 1297

ated 27th May 1999, : June 1898, |
Railway, dated 1gth October 1898. Your letter No. 109, Railway, dated 26th

January 1899. has also been received.

2. Inreply | am directed to state that, after careful consideration, the
Government of India have arrived at the conclusion that, whil

the Government of Madras as to the expediency of adopting the me =
the further development of railway communication in Southern India, and of

b the weie. gange, fo
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A 1471 Railway,—
: : . 1554 Railway, dated 17th December 1898,
which complete the information called for in Public Works Department No. 706—
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4. As far asitis at present possible to foresee neither the Podanur-
Dindigul line nor the connection either vid Mettupalaiyam and Satyamangalam or
vid Erode with Nanjangud can possibly be even commenced for at least three years
to come. Over two years more from date of commencenent of work will have
elapsed before the lines could be opened for traffic, and within another two years
or so the Madras Railway contract will havesbecome terminable and will in all
probability be terminated. When that time arrives, the State will be free to
convert and redistribute the MadrasiRailway system as may then seem expedient.
In the meantime the State will be free to employ any Agency that may be
preferred for the construction of the Podanur.Dindigul and “the Nanjangud
connections instead of being bound to give them to the Madras Railway, and
supposing them to be made and opened within the next five years, the 8 td can
still afford to wait tillthe Madras Railway contract falls in before proceeding to
conversions of gauge.

The construction of the two connections above mentioned will provide for
the interchange of traffic without break of gauge between the metre gauge
systems to the north and south of the Madras Railway, independently of
any question of conversion, while the traffic between stations west of Podanur
and stations on the broad gauge east of Podanur will be better, and other traffic
no worse, off than if the conversion of gauge west of Podanur were made at once.

5. The only tangible advantages which are urged in favour of proceeding with
the work of the conversion of gauge west of Podanurat present are that it will facili-
tate the construction of the extension from Calicut to Cannanore and Baliapatan
and the branch from Shoranur to Cochin on the metre instead of on the broad
gauge at a considerable saving of immediate capital outlay and also save certain
broad gauge open line expenditure which will otherwise be necessary.
The Shoranur-Cochin Branch may be left out of the question for the reason
that it is to be constructed and worked at the exclusive cost of the Cochin
Durbar, and Government has no financial interest in,or responsibility for it.
Moreover, the Durbar appear to have decided to make theline on the metre
gauge in any case, and under these circumstances they may be left free to
make the best terms they can with the Madras Railway, or even with the
South Indian Railway, for working it as an isolated line with separate rolling
stock. With regard to the Cannanore or rather Baliapatam extension, it is
claimed that there would be animmediate saving of Rs. 14 lakhs in first
cost by making it on the metre gauge as cqmpared with the accepted broad
gauge estimate, as well as a prospective saving of the future cost of conver-
sion to the metre gauge if constructed on the broad gauge in the first
instance. '

6. According to an estimate prepared in this office the immediate saving
on construction by adopting the metre gauge p/us certain savings on account
of open line expenditure rendered unnecessary and on rolling stock would
about cover the cost of converting the existing broad gauge line from Poda-
nur to Calicut. The actual amount of the savings referred to is doubtless a
matter of estimate and conjecture, affording room for difference of view,
but allowing for this it seems pretty clear that no actual immediate saving
worth considering is to be looked for from the construction of the Cal-
cut-Baliapatam extension on the metre gauge as part of a scheme, including
the conversion to the same gauge of the existing line west of Podanur, Unless
the existing section of line just referred to is to be. converted at once, it seems
clearly better in every way that the extension should be on the parent

: gauge. |It is believed thata cheap broad gauge line

NososR C. :ﬁerﬂgsdmmd"géﬁ% could bemade for little more than the cost of a

follows :— 229 Railway, 23d _ultimo.  Metre gauge line as estimated, and ifthe broad gauge

e g o enof Caticot, Jine were laid outand constructed with a view to
ai ogs * 3

Baliapatum Branch on standard, g6’ facility for conversion, the extra cost of converting
uge, taking care that it shall e v .

gauge, taking care At neomemicaly th€ additional 70 miles or so to Baliapatam wherl;

as possible with second-hand material  the time comes, if it does come, will be hardly wort

and with & view to conversion her  congidering. - For the foregoing reasons the tel

iter. :
g quoted on the margin was despatched to your address

on the 23rd March 1899.
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~. From paragraph 5, anfe, it will be gathered that the Government of
India have no objection to the adoption of the metre gauge for the Shoranur-
Cochin line as desired by the Durbar, provided they can make satisfactory
arrangements for constructing and working the line.

8. As regards your letter No. 109 Railway, dated 26th January 1899, T am
directed to state that there is no present Rrobabilily that the line to Baliapa-
tam will be extended for any considerable distance before. the Madras Railway
contract falls in. Meanwhile the quras Government will, no doubt, in con-
sonance with the telegram quoted in paragrap‘h 6, arrange_that noth}ng is
done to render the ultimate conversion of t_he western extension more difficult
or costly than it need be. In conuection with the statement in the same letter
that postponement of the adoption of the pohcy ac_lvocated by the Government of
Madras will result in much needed extensions of railway communication being kept
back until at least four or five years later than the purchase of the Madras Rail-
wav by the State, I am to remark that, except the direct prolongation of the
Madras broad gauge line beyond Baliapatam just referred to as a question

likely to arise, there appears (to the Government of India to be no reason
Sy \);er much needed - extension that they are aware of at present should
::ty lfe m};de on the metre gauge as soon as a place can be found for it in

the programme of railway construction. ;
Her Maijesty's Secretary of State for India has been informed of the

decision arrived at by the Government of India on the subject-matter of this letter.
decist .%3 )
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ey L il o
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once, it seems clearly better in every way that the extension should

No. 6505 R.C., da‘ted 23rd March 1899,

Your letter numbered and dated as follows :—
229 Railway, 23rd ultimo. Please arrange
at once with Madras Railway for constrac-
tion of Calicut-Baliapatam branch on
standard 5" 6” gange, taking care that it
shall be laid and constructed s economically
as possible with' second-hand material and
with a view to conversion hereafter.

telegram quoted on the margin was despate
1899. :

7. From paragraph 5, anfe, it will be gathered that the
have no objection to the’adoption of the metre gauge for the Sho
desired by the Iiarbar, provided they can make satisfac

structing and working the line,

8. As regards your letter No, 109 Railway, dateq 26th Ja
directed to state that there is no present probubility that the
be extended for any considerable distance before tg

e e o

be on the parent
gauge. It is believed that a cheap broad
gauge line could be made for little more
than the cost of metre gauge line as
estimated, and if the broagd gauge line
were laid out anq constructed with a view
to facility for conversion, the extra cost
of converting the additional 70 miles or
80 to Baliapatam when the time comes, if
1t does come, will be hardly worth con-
sidering, For the foregoing reasons the
hed to your address on the 23rd March

overnment of India
ranur-Cochin line as
tory arrangements for con-

_January 1899, [ am
line to Baliapatam will
e Madras Rai

ailway contraet falls
in. Meanwhile the Madras Government will, no doubt, in ¢ .

telegram quoted in paragraph 6, arrange that uothing is done

conversion of the western extension more

the policy advoecated by the Government

onsonance with the
to render the ultimate

of Madras will

extensions of railway communication heing kept back until a

later than the purchase of the Madras Railway by the Sta
except the direct prolongation of the Madras broad gauge line
just referred to as a question unlikely to arise, there appears to

India to be no reason why every much nee

i beyond Baliapatam

the Government of
ded extension that they are aware of at

present should not be made on the metre gauge as soon as a place can be found for it

in the programme of railway construction

9. Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India has been informed

of the decision

arrived at by the Government of India on the subject-matter of this letter,

‘ //s*.
Ouves—No. 7 5" Ry., dated 264 June 1899,
/ Recorded.
(True Extract, )

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways,

Exd W, D'Moss,
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