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BACK PAPHRS.

THE AGENT
Soyth Indian Railway Company Limited.
TRICHINOPOLY.

The humble memorial of the merchants of Negapatam.

The undersigned are merchants carrying on trade at Negapatam and wish to
bring to your favorable consideration the following, co concerning the rates for the

*aamage of our gmads eharged by tha bout.h Indmn Raﬂway Company.
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10. As a result of the diversion of trade to Tuticorin we may menti h
we are unable to scrutinise properly the quality of goods that areyto be g
Colombo via Tutitcorin as the goods are not sent to Negapatam but are :9? 5
from the places of production econsigned via Tuticorin to a foreign port :.331 e
inspection as to their proper measurement and weight. P

: 11. We the Merchants of Negapatam beg you to consider that a Gove

Railway should, as much as possible look to the interests of the payin bl;lment
see t}lat a port such as Negapatam with such large interests should notgbpu R p
unfairly to the advantage of Tuticorin and to our disadvantage. Our cae -ia(Im‘ﬁ i
i?vested here and, thongh the rates were raised with an aim toodivert th zl &:i s
Negapatam, (the natural channel) such of our capital as is invested i o
at Negapatam, now lies wasted. Sk ke

12. It may not be out of place to mention that with the old rate then in f

on goods to Negapatam and the old rate as charged from Negapatam to stati el
the South Indian Railway system, our cargo would be carried largely both (:;28 0;
from Negapatam wiz rice and other grains, (such as groundnuts) which we bu e

the Tanjore District, would all be brought to Negapatam while, (with a mo fy in
rable rate from Negapatam) we could bring large quantities of goods from II; by
and Coramandel Coast ports which all would be sent over from Negapatam to :rmah
in the Madura District instead of from Tuticorin to stations in the Madura ;);?;:i?::

as is being done at present. -

13.. The Memorialists therefors pray that the enhanced rate for carriage on
goods 1nto Negapatam may be abolished and the rate that was in force in 1893 may

be reverted to.
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Memorial from the Merchants of Negapatam,
1 Letter No.30/0, dated 12th May 1899, from the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, to the Agent, South Indian Radilway,
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