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To
The Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras, ‘ f
Public Works Department,Railway Branch. %,
:;

Simla,the 3lst May 1889,

Sir,
I am dﬁgected to acknowledge the receipt of your ~ﬂ;

9 B
th May 1899,and in reply

v
»

letter No.549 Railway,dated the ©

to state that the recommendations contained therein will

be placed before the Railway Conference of 18099,

I have the honour to be,

Bir,

Your most obedient servant,

; fgt “ﬂdﬁl’ Secretwy'
Documents accompanying:- e 22@? e
4 Nil. e
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| GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
.“ ghs
.
Railway.
£ Read the following papers :—
-E I Letter from the Government of India, dated 1st March 1899, No. 018 R.P. :
& Note by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras, for the Railway Conference of 1899,

dated 26th April 1899,

Ororr—No. 548 Ry., dated 9th May 1899. |
' ) The Government of India will be addressed,

[Here enter No. 549 Ry., dated 9th May 1899.]
(True Extract,)

Fraxcis J, E. Sering,
Joint Secretary.

Exd. T. K, Namyana Aiyangar.

DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC WORKS

Railway.
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Feaxcs J. E. SPRING, Esq., C.LE, 3
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5. The telegram above referred to contai intimati
be started on the Tinnevelly-Quilon line, an?dtgzo’?nlg{%;n é;f;anbthat work might
the purpose. An inspection of the Hon’ble Sir A. Trevor’s me%11 allotted_for
referred to would seem to show that inasmuch as the three successi morandlim Just
therein entered, viz., 7, 8, and 10 lakhs, amount approximately to tt‘lm years' grants
of the British section of the line, the Government of India’s intent,ie estimated cost
provide the capital for that section and to enable the South India‘onR1§ to directly
pany to raise for the Travancore section State Guaranteed debentu?es :ﬂvir)ay ok
written by the Durbar. ~For the cheap and speedy construction of the mid?il T undeAr-
section it 18 most flemrable that the British section and also the plai ik Bagt,
the Travancore section should be pushed as rapidly as the provisig)n u? fl:lﬂrtlon of
allgvy of. rI.‘here 1§ reason to think that the three successive annual (I)’ant n}l A A
British section might with great advantage be differently proportionedgand ih‘or s
be reported on later on. As regards the plains portion of the Travanco;es ti %, sptl
to express the hope that the South Indian Railway Company may R, L 8
enabled to raise sufficient capital to allow of work being pushed with ‘vig‘;(:ﬁ.i-y %000, be

6. As regards the Mutupet-Avadaiyarkovil line which i
Tanjore District Board from their own res{)urces, and which adml'zstt:ﬂ?ew?ﬁm‘le tiy she
Imperial Treasury in no responsiblity, I am instructed to suggest for the cml;;’é) ve the
of the Government of India that it would greatly facilitate progress if in sucgmt-lon
as this the Government of India could see their way to delegate to this Gove o
full responsibility for minor details of alignment and for design, and full power tlc',nment
tion all expenditure once the scheme and its alignment shall have been approved bsaix;llfn
Government of India. Should the Government of India not accept this sug esﬁy 8,
may be .that.th.ey would not object to a proposal that the line *u question agnd o(’)c[l;, .
which like it involve no imperial responsibility, should be éonstruete(ij under 1?}:8
Tramways Act, the promoters, viz., the District Board, arranging with the neighbouri >
railway company to build it under this Government’s supreme control. In tl%e Pitced
of His Excellency the Gpvernor in Council such decentralization would be mostoagimon
tageous and_would get rid of much of the delay and friction which are involved‘{an.
system admittedly necessary in the case of those larger schemes which involve im rial
responsibility. The Indian ''ramways Act was specially devised to relieve the sugf‘fﬁ;

over what in many cases are railways in all but the name ; His Exce : o
therefore thinks it not unlikely that once such a line as this had beel}:’::ﬁcltlilogogngﬂ
the Government of India, even though it might not be proposed to make it (md(:a thy
Tramways Act, they would consent to entrust its entire control to this Governm s
whom the local authority looks for control and direction. oo AL

Masulipatam and the Kurnool branches, which have been pressed for now for man
years, should be put in hand without further delay on the metre gauge as part of tizy'
Southern Mahratta system. Aty 2

matter as the gauge of the former of the two branches.

automatic movement of food-supplies during recurring famine years.

branch of the East Coast Railway and about the Vizianagram-Raipur line. It is
hoped that the former and smaller line may soon be constructed with the aid of an

Imperial gr

sooner or later make the Vizianagram-Raipur line on terms similar to those m

with them for their other extensions, This Government’s Consult’. fanged
advises that there is reason to think that proposals may shn;"‘m oA Engihéét"
Madras Railway Company for the construction on the metre © i :‘Ea 4o by the
Podanur-Dindigul line which serves tracts of country. 'r‘gau;gte)’of that part of the.

 oat trade with, west coast ports.

Government from the obligation of exercising detailed engineering and financial control.

I am instructed respectfully to represent that ve 5

weight is due to the deliberately expressed views of a Local Government inIZh%iea:‘
The question is of too serious

a nature not to have been most carefully thought out with a view to the smooth and

8. Of the remaining five lines in the list of railways arranged by the Consulting
Engineer in preferential order but little can be said, because this Government is quite.
in the dark as to what isbeing done about the suggested Berhampur-Russelkonda,

_BACE Pevia L FUSTHER Pacuns
4 , s _f:"'“"‘_',*.""’:‘?;:.?:"i,.“-- " :
X s L e e ‘.
9 No. 549 Ry., 9w May 1899. R

7. T am instructed again to invite very special attention to all that this G :
has already written about the necessity, for reasons of famine policy, that theolv?gmag?

ant, and it is presumed that the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company wi -~ =

 foresee e in the proposed arrangement the remc
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The Nanjangod-Erode survey has been completed; and the project and estimate may
goon be expected from the South Indian Railway Company. This Government will be i
very pleased to learn that arrangements have been made with the Mysore Darbar for it
the construction of the Arsikeri-M angalore line, on a gauge and at a cost
commensurate with the work which it is likely to have to do.
9. His Excellency in Couneil desires to take this opportunity of reminding
the Government of India that mo reply has been received to this Government’s
Revenue Department letter No. 169 A, dated the 22nd March 18938, in which were
put forward, after mature deliberation, six short lines of railway, on the 2-ft. gauge,
which had been selected not only as being those which are considered to be most
urgently needed for the purpose of admitting food into the centres of famine tracts,
but also as being unlikely to be constructed by other agency than that of the State.
Tt was recommended that part of this Presidency’s reasonable share of the Famine
Insurance » grant, say 10 lakhs per annum for five or six years, should be allotted for
the construction of these lines. A reference to them will be found in the first para-
graph of the Hon’ble Sir A. Trevor’s memorandum on the conclusions of the Railway
conterence of 1898, where it is given as a reason for the absence from that year’s
Committee of a representative of the Revenue and Agricultural Department, that no
new famine lines had been brought forward “ with the exception of a group of light
lines in the Madras Presidency, which are not urgent and the projects for which are
incomplete ; ” were it not for {his reference this Government would have no reason to
believe that the matter has attracted the Government of India’s attention in the Public
Works Department. The absence of any intimation that the Government of India
would be disposed to view with favour the construetion of this group of light famine
Jines, and to allot an annual grant for their construetion, is all that has hitherto pre-
vented this Government from proposing to prepare regular projects for them. As this
Jetter goes to press, however, your letter No, 630 R.C. of the 13th April 1899, has
come to hand, allotting a grant for the survey of one of the lines, and simultaneously
an application has come in from the Madras Railway Company to survey another.
Of the remaining four, three will form feeders to the Southern Mahrdtta Railway;
60 this Government’s Consulting Engineer has addressed the Consulting Engineer,
Bombay, to suggest that the Agent for that Railway should apply for leave to survey
them, and one will be a feeder to the South Indian Railway '%ase Agent has been
asked to survey it. In view of the great importance of this %;ou}z of light railways
from a famine administration point of view, and of the pro bility that they will
considerably more than pay working expenses in ordinary years, and tﬁatawfngfo
their extreme cheapness there is a good chance of the outlay on them being directly
productive, and of the fact that in the tracts to be served by more than one of  lines  +
more money has already on more than one oceasion been spent in the form of famin
reliof than would have sufficed to build them, I am instructed to express the hope
that the Government of India may see their way to meet '
to the extent of a promise of a small immediate grant for their
annual grants for their construction when the projects ghall
approved. , o bt ke S e R C S Bl
10. This Government learns from its Consulting Engineer tl
Directors of the Madras Railway Company, in their letter e
No. 9234, dated 10th March 1899, have. ecentl

s

4

~ to take over and work, on sumbleterms,ﬁe hur-Wadi sec
~ Peninsula Railway, o . the eonclusion of that Company’s o
~ hence. This proposal has the strong support of ¢

sh satisfaction the substitution of one important.

ates disputes between the Madras, Great Indian ian and Southern
Mahratta Railways. Tho proposal, if agreed to,ought mportant develop-
ment of the Singareni coal trade, and to a cheapening of th 1 to nascent industries
in certain tracts of country, by renderi - it possible for the manager ents of the Madras,
and His Highness the Nizam’s, Railway Companies to agree upon suitable rates with-
out the interference of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company. His Emeﬂency
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the Governor in Council ventures to hope that this important proposal will not be
rejected by the Government of India on the grounds that, if agreed to, it may possibly
“affect the price of Madras Railway Company’s shares eight years hence. If the
Madras Railway is to pay sufficient surplus profits before 1907 to affect the price
of its shares, it will have done so by good management, and not by the adoption
of such a measure as that now referred to,

11. In conclusion I am directed to explain that, because it has become ecustom-
ary to do so in the annual conference letter, many matters have been touched on in
this letter which do not come strictly within the terms of the instruetions contained
in your circular letter No. 018 R.P., dated the 1st March 1899 ; yet it has been
deemed expedient to deal with those matters in a general letter, even though they
may not come within the scope of the business of the conference, in order that the
Government of India may have before them, in one view, the general lines of this
Government’s railway policy. That policy may be briefly described as follows :—

L. The evolution, so far as existing conditions may permit, of a great and
uniform meter gauge network of railways for Southern India with the
following exceptions : (#) the Caleutta-Madras standard gauge road, (b)
the Madras-Bombay standard gauge road, (¢) the Arkonam-Jalarpet-
Bangalore and Jalarpet-Podanur standar

3 dard gauge roads (with the possi-
bility of the Erode-Podanur section being converted to metre gauge), _
IL. The furnishing of this network of trunk lines with cheap feeders, with the
aid of private enterprise or of District Boards or of State funds, until all
important trading centres and food distribution centres in the residency
shall have been brought within 25 miles carting,

; ) or its equivalent in
water carriage, of a railway station. ‘ U

Such being the design which he has in view and towards the furtherance of which
he desires steadily to aim, His Excellency the Governor in Council ventures to hope that
~ his recommendations towards the attainment of it may obtain the support of the

' Government of India. : | e

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Fraxcts J. E. Serixe,
Joint Secretary.

O0TACAMUND,
9th May 1899.

Exd, T, K. Narayans Aiyangsr.
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THE RAILWAY CONFERENCE OF 1899

e Note by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.

1. T am unable to report that very good progress has been made in railway
matters in this Presidency during the year ending 31st March 1899. The southern
950-mile section of the Hast Coast Railway has been opened for traffic, and when the
arrangements now being matured on paper for bringing that railway into the Madras
Railway Company’s Central station, and into touch with the South Indian Railway on
the Madras Beach, shall have been brought to a practical issue, there will have been
secured to the public a very distinet gain in facility of communication and transport.
I do not think that development has been appreciably impeded by our failure—for 1 By
take it that we have failed—to gain the Government of India’s acceptance, within the

nd extension poliey for the Madras e

next few years, of our metre gauge conversion a
progress might have been affected by these megocia-

Railway. The only line whose
tions is the Calicut-Cannanore ; but judging from the state of progress of the work
on its first 26 miles, and taking into account the immense improvements affected by i
more ecareful survey on its remaining 34 miles, I do not consider that progress has vl
been in any way less active than if the gauge controversy had not arisen. Negoeia~ oy
lines of the group concerned with this Government’s metre

tions for the remaining
: gauge proposals are not in so forward a state as to have been affected one way or the L

other.

9. Tt is true that if we had permitted ourselves to drift on with the serious
mistake of allowing the North Vaigai route to be accepted for IX, the Madura-Pamban
line, we might possibly before now have been placed in funds for its construetion;
but a permanent and baleful error in location would have been a heavy price to pay by
s, for securing the opening of the branch a few months sooner than we shall now secure
: its opening on the proper alignment. It is not easy to understand how it came to pass
" that the fact of our having suggested certain alterations in the Madura-Pamban route I

ghould have had the indirect osult of the Secretary of State not being addressed
until, apparently, Januvary 1899 in regard to X, the Tinnevell -Quilon project ; forit
was early in June 1898 that we told the Government of India that all difficulties
“about the latter project had been removed, route settled, and terms accepted by all
concerned. As this goes to press I Jearn that sanction has been ded to the
commencement of work on both these important extensions, ar that g hﬁwah&em

allotted to them. : :
R 3. To five more of the railways de with in the fo
" unnecessary for me again to refer, wh allihave explaine
" Cannanore is_in full swing of
 traffic ; that I1I, the Madras Harbour
~ gion, are under ‘construction ; and that
Tram

Enclosures

Spare copz'eg

Letter, No. 549 Ry., 9th May 1899.

equipment with rails under the
‘good progress with the road

Railway Conference of 1899
Forwarding : . - . ! : T e ! e ; . 5

oo ool e St 2o o et y o e Mangulore, bas mot boen survoyed, though 81

R i ; e - . that it be surveyed. ‘ ARTYR AT
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6. The five remaiuing schemes are V, the Podanwr-Dind,

0 «Dindi . 2
Erode; XV, the Kurnool branch, XVII, the B R PR X kithe Namanings
XXII, the Arsikeri-Mangalore. patam eriension, and

7. Were I asked to place the various schemes i ive i

the Preside}lcy, with a view to arrangements beingslgt(f; d;;‘ rosftaﬁl!zuve g ar ool
should advise as follows. First omit from consideration the foliowginwork i i
for .the reasons given with each. IX, the Madura-Pamban, and thieve?y%hemes
qulon, whlch.have just beep arranged for ; 1V, the :S’/zoranur-, Coclin :b ‘e ??nqully-
fair way of bel_ng started, without aid from the Government of Indi’a eullluse S
approval only is needed : VII, the short Salem branch, because it is gtw el sy
VIII, the Ootacamu_nd.extension of the Nilgire Railway, because I}undunsurveyed; i
the vaernment of India have made a firm offer of tern'ls: and the Com :rstand o
Wyatchmg for a favourable opportunity to go on the market: XTI theplr’?f ]are s
Tondi, because there is mno urgency about it: XII, the Trz'cl;inolooly-;%;zll:fz%q-

7',

because its project is not ready : XIV, the Ammayanayakkanur- Kuruvanuth, because 1

all that can be done by us has now been done and we mus i

: : 2 t await th
to the public for money : XVIII, the Baliapatam-Mangalore becauseeitl;) Ii‘gm]fg:rse:’tpgeal
surveyed. The Mysore Darbar are believed to be again moving in regard to Noy XXeen
Eﬁlm/cerz-Mangfgre, Whlleh l\;Vould be a most useful line. The five schemes ;'eferrlel(i
o in paragraph 3 may also be omitted from considerati ] : "
hand or have been completed. SpoLibR. Semnee My S :

8. Th At of . s
ey ere now remain eight schemes which I would arrange in the folloxving

iy | . No.in
rder o Note b
pebiaenbil Consul ﬁi' {E Name of scheme. Remarks.
Engineer.
1 ‘ XV Mutupet-Avadyarcoil Permission only wanted to begin work with th
| fr?:rg::ﬂva&l:g&(} No responsibility falls on Govenf-
: 5 : i an s Government can al
9 ‘ XVII Bezwada-Masulipatam Lgng i)rassed for, on account of t(;;)ixétgcl)g::;:;tnt’s
‘amnine pulicy.
i XVI Kurnool road-Kurnool L%ng pre&sa? for, on aceount of this Government's
‘ v amine policy.
n : XIX Berhampore-Russelkonda It will open up a fine fertile district, and be a val
3 ‘ ; il 2L able feeder of the East Coast Railway. o
odanur-Dindigul Budly wanted, at least the western three-fourths of
’ i s f it, as a fender to the Madras Railway. -
3 izianagram-Raipur This is so large a project that there is not much use
:n urg.enfily pressing for it.  Moreover it is bound to
¥ : ome in due conrse.
. VI Nanjangod-Erode This would he a most valuable feeder, and secondaril
3 R o a useful link. i T
rgikeri-Mangalore A most useful line which ought to i
e g pay if made on
9. T next proceed to describe the several projects in very much the same order as s

that in which I described them in the note for last year’s conference, briefly narrating
the progress of the negociations for each of them which have been made during the year.

10. I.— Calicut-Cannamore Railway, standard gauge, 60 miles—In last year’s
memorandum I recorded that just at the close of 1897 permission was received from the
Government of India #or work to begin on the first 26 miles of this extension. Work
was therefore put in hand and has made fair progress, ahout 80 per cent. of earth-
work and 35 per cent. of culvert masonry having been finished and one major
bridge started by the end of March 1899. Meanwhile improvements 1n the survey of
the remainder of the line were being made. FPlans and sections of miles 26 to 44
were sent up to the Government of India in August 1898, and of miles 44 to 69 in
November 1898, and permission was asked for work to beallowed to go on. On Feb-

t of India ordered that the acquisition of Jand might

ruary 3rd, 1899, the (iovernmen ( :
go on, and also the collection of materials, and so much of construction as would
not, prejudice the gauge question. On March 23rd, they telegraphed that construction

might proceed throughout from (Calicut to Baliupatam, mile (%O, on ’r:he 5 " stande_ird
uge, but economically, second-hand materials being used, with a view to conversion
hereafter to the metre-gauge. In compliance with these orders, the line 18 being
built with a formation width of 16° 6" the bed plates of culverts and bridges being made
fit to carry broad gauge girders. The question of permanent way 18 TOW occupyng
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Calicut section. It is understood that proposals for construc

<

"
2

the attention of the Madras Railway Company’s Engineers, who report that there 18
no second-hand material available. A report of my latest inspection of this gxbension
will be found in Government Proceedings, No. 459 Ry., dated the 23rd April 1899.

11. II. Arcot-Ranipet Railway, standard gauge, 4% miles.—This little branch

of the Madras Railway has been completed, and was opened for traffic on the 17th

April 1899. Its prospects of traffic are not as good as was expected, because the
Ranipet Sugar Works have recently been partially shut down.
12. 111. Madras Harbour sidings, standard gauge, 1 mile.—This temporary scheme

for bringing passengers of the Madras and South Indian Railways to a joint plat-

form opposite the City and Harbour of Madras was satisfactorily matured during the
t unlikely too that the

year, and is now in a fair way to completion. It seems no
great convenience of a transhipment of goods, notably coal and paddy, may also be
arranged for.

13. 1V. Shoranur-Cochin Railway, metre guvae, 64 miles.—Negociations for start.
ing work upon this important feeder to the Madras Railway scem now at last to be
very close to maturity. His Highness the Rajah of Cochin has decided to provide
the whole uf the capital necessary to construct the 64 miles of line on the metre gauge
at a cost roughly estimated at Rs. 50 lakhs. Improvements in the alignment are
still going on, and it 18 intended that they should continue to go on even after con-
struction is sanctioned. Permission has been veceived from the Government of India
for the commencement of work on the first 30 miles. At a conference recently held at
(ochin at which were present the Resident, the Diwan, and the Consulting Engineer,
various inatters were agreed to, and the Durbar will soon address Government with
definite proposals. The question of payment of compensation on account of land to be
acquired for the Cochin State Railway in the State of Travancore is under settlement
in the Political Department. A report of my recent inspection of this line will be
found with G.0., No. 496 Ry., dated the 28th April 1899,

14. V. Podanur-Dindigul Railway, meire gauge, 118 miles.—Since the date of
my memorandum for the 1598 conference, nothing has oceurred in the history of this
project. It forms an integral part of the metre gauge network of railways which
this Government has strongly pressed on the Government of India as being necessary
for the proper development of the trade of the parts of the Indian Peninsula lying
south and west of the Mysore plateau. This Government holds the opinion that
railway development in the tract in question is seriously hindered by the existence of
a comparatively short piece of broad gauge railway between Podanur and Calicut, :
and that if this piece were converted to the metre gaugé—a step to which its owners, 2
the Madras Railway Company, have consented on certain condit_ions-—mi‘lway develop- b
ment in several directions might receive an important impetus. A branch running 4R
south-eastwards from Podanur station of the Madras Railway through a large tract
of fertile and prosperous trading country, past several large towns, towards Dindigu
on the South Indian Railway, formed one of the metre gauge hmnnhesw*h“dlg this
Government proposed to entrust to the Madras Railway Company &m'ingﬂlé)fa!t few
years of its contract in return for its agreeing to mme&lawl'y mvert the Podanur=

end of this important feeder of the western section of the Madras I
South-West line, on the metre gauge (just as the Cochin feeder 15 to be
Gonie), may shortly be expeoted from the Company’s Agent.
15. V1. Erode-Nanjangod, metre gauge, 115 miles.—The survey o

been completed, and plans and sections, with preliminary estimates,
expected from the South Indian Railway Company who have been m:
This, with the short extension from Nanjangod to Mysore, was one ot

forming part of the West Podanur metre gau%ene%ww . which this Go

anxious to see made over to the Madras Kailway Cor pany. 1t J
unless given this and the Podanur-Dindigul line th

consent to the conversion of the short section of their main

Calicut, which stands so_seriously in the way of the de

tracts south and west of the Mysore plateau on. a gauge and at s ‘cost commensurate
with traffic requirements. I understand that the Mysore Darbar ha o determined that
the Southern Mahratta Railway Company is not to be allowed, as a permaneney, fo
work south of Mysore City, but that whatever Company comes up from Erode shall
have access direct to the city of Mysore. A most wise poliey. . b e 108
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16. VII. Salem-Slzevarog/s, 2

4

] ‘ 6" gauge, 8 miles. —In November 1898 {:
ment of India sanctioned 5 survey being n;ade by the Madras Rarili'a% égri[i?)‘ve??);

a narrow 2’ 6" or % (" gauge branch line from S i
Yel:cauq 2hst,  dintanon & 8°mi1es. alem station to the foot of the

[ have recently proposed that to o p
project it might be as well to enquire into the prospects of pan airw':v, gro(r}gni)l())ltct?mﬂ(l;
Madras Railway Company in connection with
17. VIII. Coongor-
The opening for public
hoped might be effected

Ootacamund (Nelgir) Railway, metre gauge, 111 miles —
ti;a%O of {)he i\%i}tgupalaiyam-()oonoor section, whizch it was
ovember 1898, has not yet taken | ¢ i
K:;ege;-})lr ;;ni?h .llglngcked dto Fleces by the ;orth-wes}t, monsoorf) 2?8’153)3%“8?:%6 1111(;1;3
1 that 1t will be reg ing some ti .
T e s dEeR Y 10r opening some time before the south-west monsoon of

next. Arrangements have been made for itg pe;

;. b= - - . : S b(.\ : ; :
by the Madras tl;aﬂk:}va% Company., Nothing is known here about the lgﬁwfezlsk(o%
R ctreial on;?ag{v tfor exte(rluliug their railway from Coonoor tOOOOLaca-

g ba ressed v t i
Vi 6 31 7 A o y € was a dles.:il(é Bgfs ttlze; t(}irg\ ernment of India on the

The latest estimate of 111-mi i
‘ : € _ ¢ z-mile extension fro
Goonoor to Ootacamund ig Rs. 19,19,000 mcluding interest during coustructli'oﬁ

Government wil] not b

the guarantee of the extension ist

D vyl 5 !
Coonoor section, viz., a guarantee of grogs receipts,

18. IX. Madurq-p b :
conference, on the g  Woan, metre. gauge, 100 miles,— M

ended with the Bk, 18 important extension of the

§ aceeptance of iti ¢
the Pamban branch mugt bofh, a.(.fd %ott };ﬁeeondlhon that the Travancore branch and

better paying one onl be undertaken b
:(I)net flzgmpa:ng. B(le\tween May and J uly 1898 much careful considse’r,'ation was devoted
" thisqé‘rISi elx?xlllmw Ethfer_i}he route taken by the preliminary surveyors at the desire
2 SRTeR aellln OL.a lew years ago was the right route, Further inquiries were

08t careful weighi e i
q 1 conclusion was ¢
to, a conclusion fully concurred in by the Member of His Excelleney’s. Council gvig

was responsible for the route previously taken, that it would be right to branch off from
the south end of Madura station instead of forming a separate junetion a mile or

two north of it, and to follow what is known as the South Vaigai route, serving the

Sivaganga Zamindari by a short branch line. The conclusion thus'$riived at was
conveyed to the Government of India in this Government’s letter, No. 969 Ry., dated
28th July 1898, with a summary of the chiet Y

Jul; . Jreasons which influenced " this Govern-
ment 1n its change of policy ; hut naturally, in such a letter, it was not possible to

give a tithe of the evidence on which the conclusion had been based. In the same
letter the Government of India were pressed to allow the projected extension to be
financed as an integral part of the South Indian Railway. They were also beooed
to, if possible, allot a grant so as to allow of g commencement of work in the cold
weather of 1898-99. It seemed not unreasonable to hope that a grant might be made,
because not only had it been practically decided that Pamban must be connected with
Madura, but also a considerable mileage of the original line remained unaltered, and
the alteration proposed might well be looked on merely as a diversion scarcely
necessitating the project being treated as an entirely new one.

This view of the matter, however, did not commend itself to the Government of
India, who in their letter, No, 1356 R.C., dated the 17th September 1898, replied that,
masmuch as this Government had altered its views as to the proper route to he
adopted, they would wait for new plans and estimates. They at the same time
conveyed to us the welcome decision that the extension of the South Indian Railwa
to Pamban would be treated as an integral part of that system instead of so

Important a section of the through line of the Future between India and Ceylon being

made over to a branch line Company, thus accepting the strong recommendation

made to them from time to time by this Government. Sinee that date a survey
party has been organized, and the work of surveying aund staking out the new alternative
and the branch, and re-staking out the unaltered part of the alignment has been ver

neatly completed. The overnment of India wired on December 19th to the effect
that it is believed to he impossible to sarction work owing to the action of the
Madras Government in suggesting an alternative route which has prevented the
passing of orders and the sending of the project forward to the Secretary of State.

Y note for last year’s
South Indian Railway,

b
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 gchemes to be so linked fogshien tiat Loy, 4 th

b

h about the Madura-
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They wired &

Rs. 40 lakhs in
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Me‘mwpﬂe’ ) 2 mpo a.)];ead and to send home 1mden A 189é B iy atied
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the Government O )

i ivt of formal sanction to
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a8 ; sh
:ﬁitea;fti:e line after submission o
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v regardg ;he q;;x;?lnthe evidence in the most careful manner,
ich, and hasw d,
::egof,which they are 1

i : tly open
the best position to judge, esPe?muzst;ga‘::a:h v(:rilljle fﬁwymgﬁh
Lt c:exil to be expected that compamtlfv:mfﬁc advantages were not,
lovel plaxq ltc;:t z%azorxgt-ruction, even if th:ii ba}:?ﬁf xfow proposed. As this goee:1 to
g;ﬁiﬁilsl’cz;ﬁoubtedly it ix; ;av?zﬁlgf h;};ebeegn allotted and that work may proceed.
v n I

. 03 miles.—
e ;hat " gr;n;:anck of the South Indian Ruailway, metre gauge, 1
19. X. Travanco

i ition of affairs in regard to
te for last year’s conference was written, the position o
‘When my 1o 3

: i ’s system was that the
- nportant extension of the Qouth Indian Railway Company’s sy L e workie
this 1mp
terms prop

: tee, construc
ent of India for the guarantee, cons ay Company or by
. osed by t,che g°gg$maecepted by the South_IlfldlanthRalle Gj)vveymment of Tndia,
b tho liné b E;bZr We were able, however, to 1niorm
he Travancore e
;;neour letter No. 782 Ry.,

o following is a summary of the e termsh:;d be enabled to raise the
th Indian Railway Company should line, at 21 per cent. in
() That the Sou od for the construction of the entire line, 2 :

‘ win India.
whole of the money req tee of the Government of Ind teo to the extent
Bteﬂing(, bun%;;tt ltlﬁel(g'l[%z::niore Darbar should underwrite that guaran
) :

.of the cost of the line in their own territory.ompany isoald work the Hins on - caple-

(¢) That the South Tndian Railwiz t(ljle pay st workirg experisos to grose

i . isti f s the cost
tion as a portion of its ex1st$§£g sltiiI:’i i ahnt oIl fature branches; th

earnings as obtains on the;;rs after opening being debited to capital.

. D! re ble to

3 A ‘Surplas profit should be divided, fter d‘:d‘%"tt‘h“glf;:vﬁz Govrament
at surp ted at about one-sixtfi, DELWH

the Souti) Indian Railway Company, i(llgggz in their respective territories.

s ion to the m e &
he Darbar in proportion : - it of India that sue
Ty that ?é'ttér this Government m-geﬁi °”tht§"‘s$§ﬁ'§iﬁ Railway Company t‘z
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Lods lufthermm~w'
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the Darba:ningadbj;ce:pted the Darbar’s deem;l:d ?0 adher tee of 1895, On our wi e
formed the tasis of the preliminary survey and cstmerd B 4 gy
o vommont of India on December 19 £ the year on the Pamban and Lravar
Etl: %23?’3?2?1 advantage before the "mzea&f g g the belief that it would
=P 5 i 1 the e date expr Hm DR v R S i PR
i replied .on the BRI, (AYe _SEPEL adras Government in su
i tive routes which has prevente dP“;Jm uary 3lst to s
i Sinte Howouer they again yirel on Janiey LSl
‘tha two lines had gone MOWS. .o By ool

; or 1.
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0O} :

| question about the best route for the Fam
‘branch so long as fhere was any Quesioi o ©hy (00" Chich was allotted for the
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B momt o Ke, 105,000, of whieh el escpt . e i
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carefully atten

Jetter No. 036 R.C., dated the 14th February 1899,
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e are interested, and which we administer. :

R e e ——— e A LS L H R R A PRRE Y

R ERRESEE St e ’ i
PR i R DR SR TIE
. L -" 3 3 :
8 B ; I
N . o . 9
31. XXII. Arstkeri-Mangalore, two-foot gauge.—T learn £ | ; : . ~ r :
s Al oW T $he s . Secm{; 2 g cvi T fortillt:;i:h:og{ey;sgre Darbar 0. SraremENT showing expenditure to be incurred on Railways to the end of 1901-1902.
the port of Mangalore. My own idea of this line is that it ought to be dpm_ract‘si i g 1 ] o B
much as the Darjeeling- Hymalayan has been, with such curves and gmai glntg very sl er’Q:,mam v wt?n‘;ﬂgtm Forecast for ;
imposed by considerations of the nature of the ground and of such cheapness a Swlkad “ Railway. No. | "™ ling'to latest | 1899-1900. | 1900-1901 | 1901-1902 s
patible with effectiveness for the work to be done. Such a line ought Eo Sy mil SRS g e
i : Bl pay directl os, Rx. B ey
if properly designed. It would I imagine pay the Mysore Darbar indirectl 7y ; - : : = Lo
if it cost a considerable price to build it. At I i L FROM IMPERIAL FUNDS. W ['
: f (ii) By Aqexcy or Mamx Live Compaxizs. ‘ K ki
Tue Lrenr Freper Famive Ramway Groue. Lines under construction. ' . L " 13
32. The Government of India have never replied to a letter addressed to them smﬂblf:m' ﬁiﬁ“ﬁf}i‘,ﬂzﬁm BHth e % 102 » 43:5',?)300 ‘ l,;zfogg | 1,00,000 | 2,20,000
by this Government in the Revenue Department, in which, after much weighing of = Tig::\)mlly‘-Quildn it et B8 a5 | 260,000 | 700000 | 5 ) A
evidence, a very deliberate selection was made of six short lines, varying from 16 to e tke at ; ot 80.009 $ R
45 miles in length, from railway stations to certain chief centres of distribution in - OLDoEgI%BﬁNEggODUg%%?ums NG g 7 bolfiers
famine distriets. These six schemes were put forward for consideration with a Tinies wisdarsonstrResion;: + ‘ ‘ , ' 0T .
request that so much of the Famine Insurance grant as might be considered to be this B Madras Railway, Calicut-Cannanore branch .. | 86 | 59 | 7,37,600 | 2,00,400 | 1,00000 | 1,21,400
Presidency’s due might be allotted at the rate of, perhaps, 10 lakhs per annum for five ‘ Coonoor-Ootacamund (Nilgiri)® .. sl 3 12 | 192000 | .o | 100000 | .

or six years, for expenditure on the construction of the chosen lines. ‘The gauge

selected was 2’ 07, a gauge amply sufficing for all purposes for which the lines are e * Ldo not know why this item is 80 olassified.

i

required. It may be as well to take the present opportunity to again address the Gov- TGN 8] S L
ernment of India on the subject. Asthis gues to press however, I learn that they have Sraremet showing Railways recommended since 1895-96, for early construction,
sanctioned the survey of one of the lines, and simultaneously the Madras Railway i outside the programme. . o dpofpaitogns
Company’s Agent has asked to be allowed to survey another. I have addressed Iy TR R T3 O L T T
the Consulting Engineer, Bombay, about inducing the Southern Mahratta Railway TR Railway. Length | APproxi- o s A '

Company to survey three of them and the Agent, South Indian Railway Company, has
been asked to survey the remaining one. : ‘ B vk wu Ausior on Miten Braa , . s
e — A TES., i w2

(¢) New project put forward since 1897-98, and
commenced or arranged for. :

Iinnevelly-Quilon (Native State aect.ion) b8 7,66,200 AOC@M format:m' Wsﬁb
: e | At os) PG { L 100 M&Gevmmt
¢ ’ mmm . ‘ »’ Sdned .' L

FicuRes IN THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT For 1899-1900.

33. In paragraphs 28 and 30 of the Financial statement for 1899-1900, under the
heading Railway Comstruction,1 find that the Hon, the Financial Member contem-
plated allotting the following capital grants to railways in which this Presidency is
directly interested, for expenditure during the current financial year :—

III.—By Ramway COMPANIES T0 WHICH ¥RER §
{11 i

LAND AND MINOR CONCESSIONS ARE GIVEN. Vi b BT AL SHEE RN a8
Coonoor-Metupollium (Nilgiris) |17 | 855,000 | Completed but damaged 'as it was ab TP
) 1 {t 1 :w“ ' ek \7";‘ ¥ TN £ .‘] g » o

Rl o o T R

Budget, Teent d
1899-1900. ¢ =
Euxpenditure by State Agency— Sratemext showing Railways recommended b
Open lines— RX. s programme
East Coast wo 40,000 (a) 298 e

Lines under construction— :
Bezwada-Madras .. cos v 80,000 (b) el
Godavari bridge ... ... .. e e 200,000 (e) e

Ezxpenditure by Ayency of Companies—

Open lines — ’

i Railway.

I. By Bravcu Line CoMpaNizs. | .
(@) Lines inaluded in the list of 1897-98 as | g

South Indian "~ ... oo aee 50,000 (d) e e samsidevation, g
Lines under construction— S @ ~ Kurnool Road m@ SO =
S e b e LA ] e o Ak K ‘ ) ilgir ‘ ;e ; = - A '
Madura-Pamban S e Coonoor-Ootacamund s )‘..W) e e

inmersllyaQEon " | e e e e 10,000, SR
Expenditure by old Guaranteed Companies— 2
* Open lines— .

(54 o eiiees i, 38 ol o ocommanlil |

CTLTL, B A Bt S

Madras ... s eee “ee see aee ver 607000 (g) ITon s [ e P T Fond
Extensions— 5 e e g i i ,»"»,;ff,"."'. wmended,
Calicut-Cannanore s R o a0 0D ) - arGoohin .. ..

With the administration of items (a), (b) and (¢) this Government is not directly
concerned. Items (d) and (g) represent merely the usual minor capital extensions of
open lines of railway. The only items representing actual forward progress of con-
struction of lines under our administration are those marked (e), (/) and (4), which
<how that it is intended to allot for expenditure during the current year 10 lakhs for
the Madura-Pamban, 7 lakhs for the Tinnevelly-Quilon, and about 20 lakhs for the

Calicut-Cannanore. ; ik . e il
34. In his memorandum appended to the budget statement the Hon. the tgﬁélg £
Works Member gave the following forecast of expenditure on ra Wf“-‘»’r‘ s

' 1st May 1899.

<
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