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I have the houbr %0 enclose a memorandum shouihg“

the sums baid to the Harbour Trusi by the Members of the

-

Chanber of Commerce, lembers of the Trades Association, thé

various Government Departmants, the.Bailways,and othe&srshpi

f -

1886 and were compiled for:a special purpose.. I anfhe;df? fh_

unable to give figures of & more receni date as iha;#ﬂ—'

Trustees only and if this be s, ofic of the ten should, ai

opinion, be an officer of the Madras op South Indian R
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These appear to be the principal i
the present time, It seems hal:-dly t?redi‘:)llnepx::n:?::t cnliad. for st
the commencement of t}lg harbour, the iron pie’r iy ti Y§ars after
the sole permanent facilities for landing and shippi e beach are
passengers. There are the same masulah bOaﬁglm:% cargo and
convenient Custom House arrangements, and a desuito e same in-
extending railway lines without any reference to thery system of
of passengers or shippers, or to the waste of time and convenience
unnecessary handling of cargo entails. Now, there ;‘:;el})’ which
reason for this extraordinary state of affairs " and b
try a.n_d throw some }1ght on the subject, Tl’lis we propose to
studying the Administration Reports of th:v? C‘:H best do by
Examination of. thesfs Reports, we are afraid maS . few years,
record of good intentions which have come i D?ifiy reveals &%
instance has any practical progress been 'ecol'dedoin :hg, as in no
of improving the port, if we except the faciliti fe direction
petroleum in bulk, due, we believe, to private ente ies for landing
The Secretary, Engineer and almost every one c‘;Pnl'll]Be tand energy.
Trust has, it is true, at one time or another b ected with the
scheme to which no one else will agree unless hfougl}t forward a
ideas have been borrowed ; and the only thing w @ claims that his
certain about 13 that every one a"knOWledgesgtha: :;n ;Ie perfectly
bour, as it now exists, is not as good as it might b e Madras Har-
?.ﬁ‘ord_sutﬁclent. f{iclhtl'es for trade ; and that so lo e, and does not
inefficient administration lasts but little im ng as the present
looked for. 'This being the case we think thaP:Wement can be
in calling for an enquiry with a view to the :;te ’:l:: justified
some other system of management and the fo ablishment of
scheme for the improvement of the port. formulation of some

So long ago as 1894-95 a Committe

poin_ted, which _the Chief Engineet,'])l.tt%e_ o-évthzfofgd Was ap-
Engineer for Railways, and the Agents of the .éouig: I onsulting
Madras Railways were invited to attend, At thi ndian and
Chief Engineer explained the various proposal w";i?leﬁtmg the
made for connecting the Buckingham Canal with the ch had been
the decisions arrived at were :— harbour, and

() That this meebing approves Mr. Pi !
bagin in the sand accretio senb's proposals (f
e

() That provision should be made for a double lin )
from the Forb to Royapuram, wi ot & double line of mixed
Station npc:a conven o ite w&a‘hs’toblg:z.u R. 0. aud 8. I'R. g:g:

Ha heard from the H ) SRR

e yariont Tindes stggsied ﬁ;:e ol ﬁheozd;rblz:w pﬁtﬁm}m of
oy o s 2 f pinon o e vl s o
should afford every facility for such a mmoﬁd b the Harbour Trustees
Here at all events a start had been made, and th .
posals were reported to the Boa.rd, which, with :hn?ﬂ:;ge's pro-
for delay so characteristic of its every proceeding, resolved lc?:;

$

g

5 - 3

Government to & point a strong representative Committee to
By this action it was apparently admitted

¢@nsider the quesion.
that the Trustees recognised that they represented none but their
own interests, though they were conscious that a feeling undoubt-

edly existed amongst the mercantile community that the time
had arrived when something might be attempted to improve

facilities at this port. The representative Committee duly met,
ntative was it that the Marine Department was
ored, and the following proposals were actually sanc-

entirely ign | _ g y
tioned by Government subject t0 the Board being able to raise the

necessary funds i—

4 (a) To construct & canal enbrance in the North-West cornexr of the harbour
with a deep water quay connected therewith alongside of which a steamer
could work cargo and land or ship troops and ete.

(b) A boab basin in the South-West corner of the harbour inside the

resent Water area.
(¢) Additional work ab the South arm to rendex ib sand tight.

(d) Deepening the harbour by dredging to provide additional berths for
gbeamers.
Once more the Board was faced with the necessity of coming
to some decision ; but it was not long before it discovered means of
itself of this responsibility. It will be observed that the
Committee formulated proposals which differed
materially from those put forward by the Board’s Committee, in
that an integral part of the new scheme was the proposal to take
up a part of the existing area within the harbour for a boat basin,
This proposal was ab once put a stop to by the Marine authori-
ties, and would probably never have been put forward had a
nautical man been on the Committee. This part of the scheme
having been objected to, the Board, alarmed at its own temerity,
came to the conclusion that it would not be justified in spending
so much money, because other satisfactory arrangements which it
omitted to indicate, might probably be made, which ich would not
cost so much money ; it also (Administration Report 1895-96)
came to the conclusion, in spite of the decisions arrived at pre-
viously, “that it is doubtful whether the North-West corner of
the harbour is the best place for a canal to enter if, or, indeed,
whether any canal to the harbour is raquﬁ'gintm and that no
further action regarding harbour improvement, connected with
such a canal, can be further considered until the point is settled. »
Thus the whole of the strong representat ' &’S Proposa
were satisfactorily disposed of, and the Board was once more at
Iiberty to settle down to & further period of barren discussion
which, so far as we are aware, i etill GOl Ol o fis e bt b
The abandonment by the Harbour Trust Board of the North-
‘West entrance for the canal led Clovernment to re-consider its
oposal for a northerly canal to the harbour and the question of a

South canal through the sand accretion Was re-opened.  This

tative Committee’s proposals
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abandonment, from : (]
for a northerr a commereial point of vi A {1
as then;)il;lcl: ::ulcgnal would have been extre;:l:r’::ems to bea pity,
be of great val Pass near the business Dark ofyanement to trade
: vajue as a means of reducing the mtiﬁ‘;l‘z&a]and would
oal nuisance,

ff(,:}l;: ;ﬁ%l:’llﬁi xs ftoh’: 2 boat basin ine thpme ea.nd8 of the original
our was, therefore, resuse; aceretion Soun
were submitted for the m' esuscitated, and, in N
: 3 ction of G ovember 189
connection with a South of Government, F
for dani il canal. Whether th; presumably in
ministra%?o;o?{e vt doubtful, however “t:m b
e port for 1896-97 an outy e notice in the Ad-
may conﬁ:e::f;e::: South of the harbour u';hprop mto g
I S % i osal Jo stac
indefensible from ever;’ pointl::fv“e%:e sanctioned, lgerl';lpg &l?s?)?&t:;;

It might be imagined tha
s R Ay a t havi :
i S bt e 0
opinion that nvepa:?l mind that the Bhip-ovmenon the Board had at
WI())l'k averside i in the Madvas Harbour g ikl
e le into lighters than alongs; cando a better day’s
oot b, is B VS o peeide any dock wall, and that a
change of front is probable, and "that 't}:emm that a fresh
moment is propared to plump fo . ship-dock. 1t sooma isless oy
. this last. development, which, o] gl oS useless to
short time, and we would merely | probably only last for a
before wasting time in - m‘ it might be bett
for all whether it s to be a ships dock Or & host. et
once arrived at & decision to stick to it. i }b"“ basin, and having
Engineer might bo askod to propare s plan. miich s proira®
suited for extl;eraahip dock or a ' -w"’h“‘.‘be“'ﬂy
momentary wish of the Board. This wﬂlsl:'m’ according to the
enable the Trustees to continue their diseusnvi:mm“"h trouble and

at the end of each month which scheme i s, merely recordin
After some years spent in this profitable m“a:unm ointi:e dayg.

step in and order the adopti migh

proved the greater nmwm@mfmfhef:hﬁa which had been a t

at length be settled, way somethingmigﬂ
e \

?}? field .iqr discussion by letting th:"nmemoﬂd narrow down

ether it intends to allow any ta Trus ¢ ow once for all

bour, as we notice that proposals ;:f?ng with the existing har-

sionally erop up. It is to be presumed whtﬁ;& t g
nt entrance

g et o -

4

"for delay on the

5

due consideration and, so far as we are
ienced from shoal-

ing or anything else. It seems, therefore, a little absurd to talk of
y satisfactory solution of the supposed difficulty regard-
ing shoaling to be the north-east entrance, as Colone] McNeil Camp-
bell did in his note of July, 1896. 1t is not usual to provide for
supposititions di culties, nor to make radical alterations in the
design of a work, to remove a dificulty which has not yet and
never may become serious, or, at all events, s0 gerious that ordinary
dredging will not cope with it. On this question the Board were,
we t.ﬁ?;i, wise, in pursuance of their traditional policy, to consider

ot arrived to enter intoa consideration of

,ﬁt the time had not y ;

expense involved in the construction of a north-east entrance,
though we are sorry to notice that they have so little confidence in
the stability of the harbour works. Instead of basing their plea
desire to await a really bad eyclone to
thoroughly test the present work before going into the question
of improvements involving radical alteration in the design or
harbour or its present entrance, they might have con-

form of the

tented themselves with accepting Sir A. Rendel’s opinion that any

difficulties by the movement of the sand may be removed

by dredging. This opinion the Board apparently intend to test,
od the dredger Wenlock and it is now being con-

as they have secur
verted into a sand pump dred, What they are going to do

lock, without a boat basin, in the event of a really

pad cyclone, they have not apparently decided.

A short time ago it was announced that the P. and O. steamers
would, after th current cold season, no longer call at Madras, and
e part of the Directors was, at the time, much

this action on arh, OGS,
oriticised. It was, in fact, felt
ond the consequent increased demand for passages from Madras
i zo0d and sufficient reason ought to be forth-

London, some
:gm'ing The queagg:dwe would now ask is whether the Company’s

ment of the port is not due to preventable causes, and

Secision arrived at, either by refusing reasonable facil

exorbitant charges on steamers which merely call to
down passengers. We are aware that the 10&&1 \g SE the

P. and O. Company, when cl ed, declined any

blame to the Harbour Trust Board, but we have it anthority
of the Superi tendent of the Company in Caleutta that the A;,_;

o and general want of facilities 0 be found

come to a decision on any pOiM’IWhame;,ﬂ ‘and._probably
perfectly certain that, in the end, no ical rest
attained. We can well imagine how

that, with the plague at Bombay, -
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. { ﬂ.l i i
0O e Cha.ll'maﬂ, Would write m hhe Deput 9 Conse‘ vato Tr
l', aﬂic

Manager, and Engineer ; how
o hese offici .
e, ot st s s i U Qo
. ustoms would eventually take a part, di ch the Collector
%omtg 'Wlthdhls own* opinions as Chairma:lx) ot" S]J-::3 agreemng on all
% :ar 8 an hﬁyv all would be nnanimous in misie Harbour Trust
e oyubl eme which, however beneficial to trade i ob]ee'.:“’“ to
ible on themselves. We know that Maéxmlg.ht entail extra
;,I?:l:nt distance from Colombo, and that, unle:: is at_an incon-
hollild:, are made to facilitate trade by workin special arrange-
ys, steamers are likely to be delayed to a g at night or on
the trade warrants ; but we imagine that withg;mll'iter i
%omm9q-sqnse on the part of the authorities, th s perey W
be mm}mxsad if not altogether avoided. A,t e dela}-'s v
}nconcelva.ble_ that a large shipping Company wo?ﬂng e
if the conditions were such as would enable it to w %;we lisiesd
and until those conditions are altered, passen er:rf ab a profit ;
3‘.““’ :}pparently, put up with the loss of th g i
irect line of steamers to Europe. e itiaoicn

We presume that the majority o

idea regarding the way in whiclll theyaﬁihgezlfjletheha;; v?r{,[ .
5(\;‘(—) managed, and the quantity of red tape unepuanod Lo
overnment Department, which is consumed befg et |
decided. Above, we attempted to give some idea,reo?nﬁhmg o
of the Harbour Trust Board in the direction of harb ne work
ments, and the provision of increased facilities fo t?:lr e o
conclusion we were forced to arrive at was, that, t'tlll‘ € an'd !:he
Board, nothing but unprofitable talk and indec?vilo the existing
Iﬁ:ctedl; We have pointed out thyt, though harb;?n- ?m can be ex-
ve been discussed for years, the only result has bee grovegne'n i
spectacle of the body of gentlemen entrusted with th 0 the'odifying
of the port holding frequent meetings and a.rrivinge a‘:?’;%;men:
1 eren

. decision at each. We have, in fact, been forced to the conclusion that
on tha

the Trustees are prepared to su T

support does not mean that_tl?el;mma%ilfgrsmtz B&émg o
carry it out. The Trustees have, we believe, onl beee action and
in one thing, viz, the increase they have ;-nnug.ll B -lonmstent
cost of establishment—an increase which no one y_lmade itibe
there was any idea that the publie received va.lu;vg;%h grafge
The Harbour Board has, it is true, no real pa'iv'ei il A neney-
but it has not even managed to -acquil‘e'inﬂneﬁwn}!: e
business capacity and ability. It takes no mnugmmm
been aptly described as the creature of Government ; andlwa
ment, its master, appears to take but Tittle interest 'in’its?(;rnl:-
unless, a8 we may reasonably suspect, it is engaged in givi Ky
pro‘{erbml sufficiency of rope wherewith to make an gn:img o
setting up of a Boud which is not even representative, .i:n ; bT&m
one of the principal causes of the present inefficient mlfeoo? ﬂ;'{,

%

o

harbour, and 1t W
pared to sanction the

the port. Then at least

As maftters now stan

7

\ ould be far better for Govemmanf, if it is not

formation of & representative Board with

wer and_responsibility, to take over the direct management of

some progress would be possible.
d Government is the master of the Trus-

tees and, with its adviser, the Presidency Port Officer, has a finger
in ev ing. Under Government the members of the Board act

as Trustees f
and, under another Act,
with a Deputy
presided over

?peﬁnteudent of Sea Cus

or the general upkeep of the port and its revenue,

the same Board is Conservator of the Port,

Conservator as executive officer. The Board -is
by a Chairman who is also Collector of Madras,

toms, Superintendent of Stamps and

tationery, and Protector of Emigrants. This gentleman is, asa

rule, in the

hands of his subordinates, who draft his opinions and

write his letters, a8 it is quite impossible for one man, no matter

how able, to lo

ok after so many duties personally. It is true

that Government has quite recently made a new departure and has
appointed men of acknowledged ability, while it no longer regards

«ghelf” for senior men nob g@qd:enoug?i for

head. Besides the Chairman, the Trustees consist of four ele

and five pominated
chosen by the Chamber

ciation ; of the five nominated members two are officials and three

non-officials. The Furopean mercantile community i representer
by four gentlemen who, owing to ‘the limited powers entrusted
to them and the obvious impossibility of makn ' ‘

sssv,mliablemloo_knp,on the_re
as an interruption to eir ord

nated by G‘vamt

Presidency Port_Officer,

cate a wholetime

©1f the existing “@Mo 545 Wntinue,m SBCUES
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) . yersed in harbour management specially recrui ' ' o appointment might well be reserved for a local
g;‘f{,";ﬁ”“ advocate a change my the ited from England. :::ﬁtz‘(;:szf 1;:21 1;)°£pDepumem whose knowledge of the coasting
Conins ot udg representatives of the Ralor - 100 Of trade and practical acquaintance with the needs of the merchant
HE it ay L“m-gruwa and Steamshi service would be of great assistance to the Board. The Engi-
3 hall Belong "to TRE™ ,.,‘, g neer, again, is appsyently semi-independent and, for some reason
o seryice,  The Boare e other pz)gsibly friction with other members of the executive,
1 f his staff appear to be only partially

] board

is services and !
g:;li::d. We thus find the Traffic Manzgetrmr;pormlgofo:v htl.ch;
b5 Harbo 1o of ghe dron . pier; crnes, &% cks,
present, e;;p;ra:ﬁh “ o ot Trust management which, :ﬁﬁg{;‘ o:p vtain to the Engineer’s Department. Indeed, what
materially incrm_pmtlcal criticism. The Trust need nc -4 that oman now does With himself and his establishment,
time Chairman, withm numbers ; nor is this advisable, as a m mﬁnget;ve' a quarter of a lakh of rupees annually, we are at
Departments and the énemberg of the Marine and P'ubhc Works . ,; lossg to understand. We know, it is true, that he prepares
_Collector of Sea Customs as official Tma:ees’ ‘ , pumerous plans and estimates g:r the egmiondoih:hehmmu:
i d then abandon, an t he occa-

ngier of fer ol &Mliion to s Enginsee Truste
Jjects. What is wanted i:lfem:onoff r ‘di ::3 tgn d:l ustee, who,

e e e S

two merchants elected b
. y the Chamber of Co ‘

the Trades’ Association, 1 sor 01 Lommerce, a memb . hich the Trustees accept an ?
ship Companies, Gin'e Eﬁﬁﬁi"i”?tﬁiiff the Railway and Smermof ; :;onilly makes a survey of the g‘”"b”."' :]h“’ pesi ikt o ;’}“"h
srger than th. sxiing Truh, sndy ooy it p o | ol and poby to dispute s but O e o Tow thousnds in
d::t?d powers, might, if it knew its own mimlix w‘f{h it present | office, and pm‘;,’h temc:ﬁot possibly tgke up any great part
isions, become extremely influential with Go::;m:“"’: to its } the °°;:e Ofsn,:lyyezf,’w that construction has been completed
i is time. T R b s
ent instead ; :f;;u:here are DO p}acﬁcs,l signs of any extension of the harbour

of being, as now, merely its
5010 : y creature.” No Board
ng as large and important interests are not re;mgg ent can be found for the Engineer,
£l

80 long as it is presided over by a Chai g e »
‘ever able,

has no special knowledge of the detai
details of his p
master them. W work and of X
ment in lieu of ﬂ?ehaPreaxve Wden & member of the Maxinn: It)i;ne iy ;ﬁggt‘::nwor require watching, esp ecially with regard to the
Mirioe A s tdase g eYtI’ort: Officer, as that officer is tha reported shoals of the entrance and some of the berths, but, in
member of the Board whmlumen acﬁand‘ Sh*mld not, therefore, be a other concerns, Engineers have not been found mea._pable of manag-
A double position such asthis g h’ 18 expected to criticise ing traffic and performing duties not strictly relating to construe-
advice to Government and given;‘i,:: ::n i:a;:ﬂ :.ge the value of his tion; and anything is better than to keep establishment; without

l : vantage in press- ufficient work. '

- : m. ‘ " vernment, that if it is

ing his opinions,
a t, therefore, to Go
We would sugges ent of the harbour itsell

So far we have only dealt with the. coastitatine. cele, ¢ the managem

but thc}al executive is, we believe, equm:ig’; fo‘t}}e:Bom, g: ig m:d intmo taksede ;;;ers to a thagreonghly representative Board
| as 3:15 t be expected when we remember ?mmﬁ,;m ngmnt. AW " resided over by a whole time experienced Chairman, it should ’
i m’b%?t raagmpmet e on}yﬁﬁ’) pose changes at the mbﬁng i ¥ zt least make the Trust as representative as possible and not '
: ;%‘;0:12“5 e govveemmggt, ' T ~management being pr '""oi"fl‘ . interfere with its work or establishment more ﬁhn.nmia a:)mlutely
?. e : otary, Traffic Manager, Engi dpeices At i iving the harbour management at Madras
: D'egtty Conservator working énﬂerthenm ,am’mmg%f‘w? ‘and -li ‘_‘e"% vaf“;;‘ﬁ,f‘ ;fm&e . of the Chairman is utilised

:’: separate offices not all under the same roof, en i&”ﬁ"' u ‘1 :.f'ysweu the emoluments of the Collector ¢f Madras, so as to '
l 3 no;ni:;%;t&?mg MQE&% Bgifé, and some Wﬂmntmid; g I 10 ke that appointment (as it was until quite mﬂmm a mgp »‘ .

iving harbour managem nuen Papepia s :
ﬂfiﬁf fall of the rupee and sterling pensioo MPP‘““E m ted w"“ Me:

a member of the Royal Indian Marine, a mere bird of passage, who
X ¢ a tem v resting place for
bt e e et T

puts in a few years on shore between his periods ofw ho
Ll

G S T T
g Ratsiemermie: is appointment is made from Si . : AL b | |
k!‘“ﬁo@m‘;’., wt ot solong as he does nothingrtombr?nl?l:imgg ,‘ r’i%mi 1,.’2":@ the best intentions, do not St&y long enough to 454
e, into prominent notice, are absolutely independent of his work. M learn their work ; and the net result, S0 far as efficiency 18 eong.grnﬂ]" {
as ua if the Harbour Trust Board had no Chairman, i

is much the same a8

-,& draws his pay and does his routine work, but beyond this has no
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hich the Harbour Trust Board

% 11
7
Govasimam Kea it.” Words of wisdom these W

ecently published 3

Note by Mr. » P an able and most useful
e toy ther I\E;a; Wﬁmn, Trustee and Local Consulting Exgi- We do not Prop Lsornp sted by the Chief
constming o b I‘&Bb larbour Trust Board, on an estimate for 5 heme, nor the modifications sugge thal.; these have
together wgith t‘l’l‘:t v{‘:vl:: lsf c:;neg}‘;g:f with the Madras Harbour, ;’-ﬁng:ee:crubﬁ’c Works Depghmﬁnﬁ. b::r wme n::e Board for such
the same subject. Ot the Chief Engineer, D. P. W., on been forwarded to the HaT ire to offer, and,
Madras Ha.rbi):r h:-sn ::)m Note Mr. Wilson tells us that the merely mmendations as 1t may des :

A ht of years 380 :
might have thoug a6 to attompt to discuss all the details

e ———

e ighters being b
proposed basin without dtﬁmlkyhs'n::;gh m‘b(l; ;(pr.u%:lrm':

i d reco L e so has not arrived. We
that 3 W reached a crisis in its history an remarks an ime for detailed criticism 6
pkll::ta ;:s diliz‘;;;;::fefm;,mm::ﬁml:nﬁ &iepgnd on the rgyen:rﬁ :?:::f %r:,w::;,tmm w?rfii];s gﬁhﬂ;: zﬁzgm;:x t:';ffeso place
i eci i i : 7 1 o ¥ i ) .
;:fi;esm:h%m find & member of the Madras o o ' o o Jamentable indecision wmch_mndbeempg:i:gl:
we ve much doghe v 1o this uncompromising fashion, but - he Board’s proceedings, and now iotench TR o ulate a
Trusterz (l;c oubt whether Mr. Wilson will find all his fellow b eble vime for the expression of an cupuncm,f e 2
g 8 :ﬁposed to fall in with his views, and come to % 4 S5 reasona and carry it out without further w&ﬂt:l e:é ons e i
et nl; unless considerable pressure is put upon them. This scheﬂ}}e rbour Trust Board is engaged‘in f‘r;;n dudismba&h o Yl
= havea too great a departure from their usual methods, as ?;;d a(;f Madras is_suffering and i‘-he_l:».u"&his ESY“’“‘ preases on
they will previously endeavoured to show, and we expect that I < needless to oint out how hardly oral trade and deve-
Pl“)gosa.ls ig:i dtryf to find some glea for delay, Mr. Wilson's t;emconsigﬂse a.mf how it hampers the gen :
For vanay "oy ide for the construction of 17 acre dook suitable L oo ment of the Port. _ S He
the existing harbourl aﬁd:ﬁ f: P:;ms m:llle extending into - 1P It must be acknowledged, w% m that any 8 pis
; 2 r two quay walls in the latter,— 4 - the Madras . ot D dw .,

%?12 %zlilegfm%e ke Hasih, and e °th°rql10¥lgnide the South arm. A the mP”“;;‘:ﬁfguﬁ from the Cooum, as this ca;:l,!t fél‘mi;
the constru .ngmeer &P?I'OVGB of Mr. Wilgon’g scheme so far as “# from the P 4 ted i an’ m form an lnteg]&l i lioi.'eon.
o c_!:xm:i of a ships’ dock is concerned, but suggests many ' to be wn’md“ pirEy taken 8e y. The po;:m,mm
to quay wails . 7 location, and size. He objects altogether :[ : scheme BTy o become : (1) The uniwmd*%m g9
Sy Sid Cll:lt&ilmthethe h::t:)t;ng harbo';rnd area, partly because { :‘:3:’:}‘:: barbour ; (2) fmaing f::d hﬁ?ﬁgﬂ% o ‘3‘§

- Wilson' : T space, because, on ; ,the barbouts B ¥ tuge for lighters and GaREE P14 iy
v ngfoﬁ,:p:;; ;i::';mmg e water . the o et rurely ‘ T';“:*:,‘:,;’.&L‘f of passengors ﬁﬁf?ﬂfmﬁt e, GB;}m

v e alongside such quays. We A X
:;e’tmﬁom.irﬁs'mt surprised that the Glg:t Enginee(rl hay: come Gwh?&me ractically finds the money ~‘£°‘T the 1 h°l°
o iy Conclusion as the whole plea for an inner dock is based mont, Which PIOCETC L ative of the gonersl PUUEG
lie alongsigsqm on that ships cannot, except on rare occasions, and 18 as any OD€ as the canal o
proposal to flnze“.u“' We also imagine that Mr. DeWinton’s o mWeM o8 with the harbour is concerned, W Pre®
seaward as poseibl the entrance to the proposed dock as far = W oo gned to take water from the Wtb"
who has vm :]’1'“ & move in the right direction, as anyone g * ‘ ; be s will be pmvjded to ps::n the
observed that the; © harbour during rough weather must have that W“w " with Cooum water. We_also pﬁﬂ:“
A e T i s ot 2o P! TS e
tection afforded bythcnrved'ngm nce, due to the p W ‘ which _ren e ey o Age
proposed entrance i arms, and that the nearer the Ta0® of year. Whether the w ”m bk
Drobability there ia of seped (0 hie protested aren the grente times o Yol gt of view, if sevoge worh ¥
m

T B Gl L e

b not found favour, he has at least devoted 8 very i ,
STt b b e Gl SRR g e e i ST

g The pr u;s';.ion Ofwll'?z:d‘:r%ch the Harbour Trust Board is
&:m Yt is the question on whith

3 history of the
Hr’:;'vb"“‘h,“m‘ ially helped wadvmcarﬁaqnesﬁo;yof im-
ﬁe ﬁh“m. DeWinton too puts the matter plainly when i
aettle‘yw}; The first thing to be done, it seems to me, i8 %0 o

t we want, and then to see whether we can afford lf
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of Madras depends 3t 3
bty oottt i il
e :gse;xastas yet been arrived a}:e remg:s?ted that no
o s Nofe broue‘;; : and extension shall take g;l.[rm\%"rhe fgrm
and has don; usefgl seth? matter forward in a Pra‘ctic;lson =
gf th& Ctkl)ief Euginee:,“g:’ :!';l;eth:; his recommenda.tion;,n izz:;
ereafter other modificati i
ylibies fore :,u%a%?m?f are accepted. He, ﬁ‘ﬁ::tg: wly;l:) s
sea, in which vessgls gfelznor- inuer harbour, unaﬂ'e?:tseag befox:,
quays. and to which kinds can load and unload al 4 t'de
sl vessels of all kinds can fly f °n8f81 e
and with this part ofw]l;h the certainty of com < g 5
certain modifications is scheme the Chief Flln in g {ti
ing harbour was orig a.grlfes. He also points out thgt gﬁr, i
to an inner still-watglm y ‘ntended merely to fo i
iﬁd that this inten:i:)r}) al:: !l]I; el e acmﬁogmma:h:ném%e
ouch & ver yvet beel . ’
oo o St ot e s
scheme shall be adherzgl ‘tied is, therefore, whether {fm igi ?
a less expensiva Boat b 0, or whether, owing to Wa.nte ?l'flgh(lia
Sciiitont Tober i asin can be substituted with S
a matter on which e':{'th? port. This qnest.i:;;: 0;1 tf se:? 4
but some of our ﬁna.n::' 18 impossible to hazard a.(:x b
accurate forecast, afte le? ought to be able to pre opufnpr; /
pro{:abla futnre’ incre:se ul’,’mf:“id@ﬁns the pr&est? r:r:dea:myi
venient har 503 provisi
as India p;)sosessesm m ?)l:’idm dite n:::mo:f aimsafpene.dagd et
going steamers can y three or four ports where la soreeon
coast line of more r:;naln in all weathers ; a.nc;e h_rge ith
which merely call at a;;a 3,000 miles in l:angth 3 El's' e 1?3
ship passengers and small port for a few hours toorl vssset
ha.tbonr will proba,bl al q‘l&nﬁﬁeﬁ of cugo” th 311_ t',0
S:argoes,hatroops and &m‘,’?&.ﬁ“ﬂ“; b dor f“ue OTGX;;;:%
inn i s i
Shi;;ing r:.loxfgsg;th sl Seuter, and f:cgili?.'o o e kod
 quay walls, must be moﬁ s:rmian? g/ fine
actory.

If sufficient funds are
impossib ; oot availab if it i
it to e 8 & doion rogring e 1 e
possible to construct ould enquire whether it E.{do "84 he
with quay walls B ot I e b
Engineer, but onlﬁnm . like wells, as suggested : b&?t ‘()}f“;
quired for a boat {)’a in the first instance, to thy de th pi
and hereafter the R If these wells were ﬁllede _eg rg
strated, they could n;uﬂm ity for a ship dock is fulr ltd .
for a siﬁps’ dock. This y be sunk to the full de thyr e:qon‘i
! suggestion, if carried out, vl;ouldeg::l-)ele

an  opini i
opinion being formed at leisure whether an unimpeded

entrance to the inner basin will give the practically still water

which is necessary if ships are to lie alongside quays. It will
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not be necessary to surround the shallow boat basin with &
qhay ag, with a wall on one gide, & sufficient area can
be dredged out for any length that may be required, with a
shelving beach, protected with rubble, if necessary, on the
other side. This proposal, in fact, merely means that the
canal sho be widened for a certain distance with a quay
wall on one side, this quay wall to ultimately form part
of a ship® dock. A canal basin such as this would afford
the necessary protection for lighters and dredgers during stormy
weather, and the proposed Customs House sheds could be
constructed alongside, but would be & compromise Which we
trust it will not be necessary to adopt. -

' In this connection We must once more direct attention to
what we may well call the threatened coal nuisance. The
Municipality, by using so much laterite for road metal, al-

makes Madras sufficiently ancomfortable Wwith clouds of
red dust, and why add coal dust to our many trials? Yet we
notice that one of Mr. Wilson’s proposals and, as the Chief
Engineer points out, his aim 1D placing his basin so far
inland, i8 apparently f0 stack coal between the basin and the
seq. This idea that coal must be stacked on the foreshore,
exposed o the full force of the wind, where it will be &
quisance to the whole neighbourhood, and where the wastage
will be a maximum, Seems to pervade every scheme for har-
pour improvements, though we can well imagine the state
of the rest of the sheds, railway premises, and other build-
ings, in the neighbourhood, if such a thing is allowed. We
know, from & rocent decision, thas it is illegal to build so as
to interfere with your nei i i
be equally illegal to place & coal heap, unprotected from the
wind, in front of your neighbour’s door. Why ghould it not
pe obligatory for the harbour authorities either to stack their
coal in sheds which will prevent its being blown all over the
neighbour’ ood, or else 0 despatch it at once by rail, road, or
to its destination ? There seems to be 1o reason Why

coal should be allowed to be stacked on Harbour
premises in unprotectad heaps to the great discomfort of the
public, when, ab comparatively small expense, the nuisance
can be avoided.

The convenience of passengers and Railway facilities can
be lef to the care of the Agents of the Madras and South
Indian Railway Companies. Whatever form barbour extension
takes, it seems unlikely that large passenger steamers, which
merely call for 2 fow hours, will enter the inner harbour.
Passengers must therefore 0OV expect much better facilities
(except larger and better boats) than mow exist between ship
and shore ; and the only Wway in which they will benefit 1s
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that they will start from the proposed basin or dock in rough
weather, and avoid the cartage of their baggage across Madras.
It is to be presumed that arrangements will be made for
through booking to the harbour, and that convenient waiting
and refreshment rooms will be provided, with or without sleep-
ing accommodation. Customs House arrangements and the stor-
age of goods should also not be a difficult question to settle
as Government has full control and, if it makes up its mind
that the convenience of the public is to be the main point con-
sidered, a satisfactory scheme will soon be forthcoming, Mr.,
Wilson’s scheme provides for the necessary sheds, but no-

* thing of course can be done either to improve Customs ar-
decision has been ard:

rangements or Railway facilities until a
rived at regarding the proposed inner basin. Whether the Board
will be allowed to stop the way indefinitely depends solely
on (overnment. We would further suggest that if the Cus-
toms House is to be removed from its present site or, at all
events, if the bulk of the goods are to be stored within Har-
bour Trust premises, Government may well consider whether

it cannot turn the valuable tix:)perty which it possesses on
the Beach to better account than it now does.
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A S ST SIS i S T T —

L ‘ iyt Pt

) . i "( ” ;f lﬁ

" Your D.0.letter of the 16th Mareh and snclosures. )

3
i

r., Atkinson's

remarks are very much to the poinit and he seems to me to have taken a

broad and comprehensive view of the positiox.

¥r. Dunsterville the Company's Chief Auditor tells me that when 13

the Harbour Trust was first established he then held tﬁﬁ;position of

O
Go

neral Storekesper to the ¥adras Railway and thal he was asked at the "H

time to accept a seat on the Board.

forth Yest and Bast Coast Lines possible and this fact alone seémgw

of the additional reasons given by Me. Atkinson.

The Madras Railmsy has always endeavoured o work in the b

ey intereste of Madras trade and the Nadras Portfinstead of turning tﬁq'i

seale in favour of Bombay.and it should be the poliey of the Madras

Harbour Trust to secure permanently the gocdwill and essistance of the |

Madeas |




Madras Railway Company}ﬂ% the present time too when the Beach Line

B

) 1 -t - "‘f
is about to become an establiished fact the admission of a represen—

_tetive of the Madras Railway to the Board should be a great asmist

—ance in preventing difficulties and unnecessary corrsspondence

L 7 4 .
N ' ) : from arising.

o AR D g

+ Agent ‘and Hanager.

; Madras Railway.

Royapuram.

98th March 1899,
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Gobernment (18991 of FWadras.
MARINE.

——

FEnelosures

Spare copres

G.0., No. 354, 25th April 1899,

APRIL.

Mr. F. W. Read, Traffic Manager, Madras Railway

Notification appointing — to be a Trustee of the Madras Harbour, in addition to
the members appointed in notification No. 39, dated 18th April 1899, ordered to be
published in the Fort St. George Gazette.
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