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g '+  Lerrer—from
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Read the following papers :— 2 Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Letter from tlée Governmﬁnt of India, dated 1st March 1899, No. 018 R.P. Public Works Department,
Note by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras, for the Rail , !
dated 26th April 1899, ey Conferenco of 1899, o - Railway Branch,
To

Orprr—No. 548 Ry., dated 9th May 1899,

L Tue SECRETARY 1o tHE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
The Government of India will be addressed, k8

Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,

[Here enter No. £49 Ry., dated 9th May 1899.]
(True Extract,)

Sir,

By :
T In your Circular letter, No. 018 R.P., dated the 1lst March 1899, this Govern- S
ment was directed to submit proposals, before the 15th of May, for new lines not yet s,
~ considered, as well as any further proposals, or fresh information, in connection with oyt
projects which have already been submitted for consideration at past conferences. :
2. Inreply I am directed to enclose a mote by this Government’s Consulting
Engineer for Railways, reviewing the several projects which are of interest to this
Presidency, and placing in an order of preference—an order approved by His Excel-
lency the Grovernor in Council—those projects of whose inception within a reasonable
period there would appear to be some prospeet. by , afeions
3. Although not in a position on the present oceasion, in accordance with the
request contained in your letter under reply, either to submit proposals for new li
or to put forward further proposals or fresh information in connection 1 with p:
already considered at past conferences, His Excellency the Governor in Counc
siders this to be a suitable opportunity for addressing a general letter to the
ment of India on the subject of Railways yet to be built, in which this'
is interested. : _ o (0
4. This Government has just received, with much satis
conveyed in your telegram No. 740 R.C., dated the 24th April
the extent of 10 lakhs have been allotted for the Madura-Pambs
may go on. The survey is reported to be ﬁ.tmheirlamit‘iti

Francis J, E. Spring p
Joint Secrétary.??‘§

T

information may soon be laid before the Government
Y bepassed on the question of alignment. There is r
@  this line can be pushed at a faster rate than  will be p
,;i - successive years are fixed as shown in the Hon’ble
B attached to the financial statement for 1899-1900, vi:
§ it is hoped that, should this prove to be the case, the G

their way to enabling this important ext
opened at as early a date as possible,

R e

Ezd, T, K, Narayana Aiyangar.
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o e referred to contained also an intimation that work might
e stf;.r t;lgleo ;;eti%mﬁnaﬂbg;uy_()uilon line, and that 7 lakhs },1ad been allotted for
the purpose. An inspection of the Hon’ble Sir A. Trevor’s m_emorandlim just
refer}:)ed to would seem to show that inasmuch as the three successive years’ grants
therein entered, Viz., 7, 8, and 10 lakhs, amount appromm‘at’ely to the estimated cost
of the British section of the line, the Government of India’s ntention is to directly
rovide the capital for that section and to enable the South Indian Railway Com-
- to raise for the Travancore section State Guaranteed_debenmres.to be under-
Par}g’t_en"b the Durbar. For the cheap and speedy construction of the middle, or ghat,
Zz:ltion ity is most desirable that the British seetion and also the plains portion of
the Travancore section should be pushed as rapidly as the provision of funds will
allow of. There is reason to think that the three successive annual grants for the
British section might with great advantage be differently proportioned, and this shall
be reported on later on. As regards the plains portion of ‘the Travancore section, I am
to express the hope that the South Indian Railway Company _may very soon be
enabled to raise sufficient capital to allow of work being pushed with vigour.

the Mutupet-Avadaiyarkovil line which is to be made by the
Tanj (?I:e léf)siszreﬁ%rg?)ard from thgir own resources, and which admittedly will involve the
TImperial Treasury in no responsiblity, I am instructed to suggest for the consideration
of the Government of India that it would greatly facilitate progress if n such cases
as this the Government of India could see their way to delegate to this Government
full responsibility for minor details of alignment and for design, and full power to sanc-
tion all expenditure once the scheme and its alignment shall have been approved by the
Government of India. Should the Government of India not accept this suggestion, it
may be that they would not object to a proposal that the line in question, and others
which like it involve no imperial responsibility, should be constructed under the
Tramways Act, the promoters, viz., the District Board, arranging with the nelghboqqng
railway company to build it under this Government’s supreme control. In the opinion
of His Excellency the Governor in Council such decentralization would be most advan- :
tageous and would get rid of much of the delay and friction Whlc}} are mvol_ved in af:"
system admittedly necessary in the case of those larger schemes which involve imperial
responsibility. The Indian Tramways Act was specially devised to relieve the Supreme
Government from the obligation of exercising detailed engmeer'mg‘and ﬁnanc}al eont-rql
over what in many cases are railways inall but the name ; Els Excellency n Couneil
therefore thinks it not unlikely that once such a line as this had been sanctioned b
the Goovernment of India, even though it might not be proposed to make it ander the
Tramways Act, they would consent to entrust its entire control to this Government to
whom the local authority looks for control and direction.

7. T am instructed again to invite very special attention to all that this Government
has already written about the necessity, for reasons of famine policy, that the Bezwada.-
Masulipatam and the Kurnool branches, which have been pressed for now for many
years, should be put in hand without further delay on the metre gauge as part of the
Southern Mahratta system. I am instructed respectfully to represent that very great
weight is due to the deliberately expressed views of a Local Government in such a
matter as the gauge of the former of the two branches. '_l‘he question is of too serious
a nature not to have been most cgrefull){ thought out with a view to the smooth and
automatic movement of food-supplies during recurring famine years.

emaining five lines in the list of railways arranged by the Consulting
B 'gée?t;:h;rgferentialg order but little can be said, because this Government is quite
: glh dark as to what is being done about the suggested Berhampur-Russelkonda
in t i f the East Coast Railway and about the Vizianagram-Raipur line. It is
bmn?i t};)at the former and smaller line may soon be eonstructed with the aid of an
hoped al grant, and it is presumed that the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company will
Imperi glater, make the Vizianagram-Raipur line on terms similar to those arranged
i 1;) rm for their other extensions. This Government’s Consulting Engineer
with t iha t there is reason to think that proposals may shortly be made by the
;2:131:?3 Railway Company for the construction on the metre gauge of that part of the

Podanur-Dindigul line which serves tracts of country that trade with west coast ports,
O -
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 that the Government of India may see their

~ approved,

~ Peninsula Railway, on the conelusion of that Co
~ hence. This proposal has the strong support of tl
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The Nanjangod-Erode survey has been completed, and the project and estimate may
soon be expected from the South Indian Railway Company. This Government will be
very pleased to learn that arrangements have been made with the Mysore Darbar for
the construction of the Arsikeri-M angalore line, on a gauge and at a cost
commensurate with the work which it is likely to have to do.

9. His Excellency in Council desires to take this opportunity of reminding
the Government of India that mo reply has been received to this Government’s
Revenue Department letter No. 169 A , dated the 22nd March 1893, in which were
put forward, after mature deliberation, six short lines of railway, on the 2-ft. gauge,
which had been selected mot only as being those which are considered to be most
urgently needed for the purpose of admitting food into the eentres of famine tracts,
but also as being unlikely to be constructed by other agency than that of the State,
It was recommended that part of this Presidency’s reasonable share of the Famine
Insurance ” grant, say 10 lakhs per annum for five or six years, should be allotted for
the construction of these lines. = A reference to them will be found in the first para-
graph of the Hon’ble Sir A. Trevor’s memorandum on the conclusions of the Railway
conference of 1898, where it is given as a reason for the absence from that year’s
Committee of a representative of the Revenue and Agricultural Department, that no
new famine lines had heen brought forward “ with the exception of a group of light
lines in the Madras Presidency, which are not urgent and the projects for which are
incomplete ; ”” were it not for this reference this Government would have no reason to
believe that the matter has attracted the Government of India’s attention in the Publie
Works Department. The absence of any intimation that the Government of India
would be disposed to view with favour the construection of this group of light famine
lines, and to allot an annual grant for their construction, is all that has hitherto pre-
vented this Government from proposing to prepare regular projects for them. = As this
letter goes to press, however, your letter No, 630 K.C. of the 13th April 1899, has
come to hand, allotting a grant for the survey of one of the lines, and simultaneous]
an application has come in from the Madras ‘Railway Company to survey another.
Of the remaining four, three will form feeders to the Southern Mahratta Railway;
so this Government’s Consulting Engineer has addressed the Consulting Engineer,
Bombay, to suggest that the Agent for that Railway should apply for leave to sur ey
them, and one will be a feeder to the South Indian Railway whose Agent has been
asked to survey it. In view of the great importance of this group of light railways
from a famine administration point of view, and of the probability that they will
considerably more than pay working expenses in ordinary years, and that owing to ‘
their extreme cheapness there is a good chunce of the outlay on them being directly &g
productive, and of the fact that in the tracts to be served by more than one of the lines =
more money has already on more than one occasion been spent in the form of famine
relief than would have sufficed to build them, I am instructed to :,g;pmgs..ékwl’e

way fo meeting this Governmentls wi

~ to the extent of a promise of a small immediate grant for their survey, and ofmon’n;}ng‘ S

annual grants for their construction when the projects shall hqvekeenmqm ¥

‘ Ladd) | PO LI R G0 L VR
10. This Government learns from its Consulting Engin cer that the
Directors of the Madras Railway Company, in.,thfeir.,;létitggff;hﬁa ]
No. 9234, dated 10th March 1899, have recently submitted

to take over and work, on suitable terms, the Raichur qu} n ¢

AP
i

much satisfaction the substitation of one important jur
foresee in the proposed arrangement the removal of ma
rates disputes botween the Madras, Great Indian Peninsu
Mahratta Railways. The proposal, if agreer [ to, cught
~ ment of the Singéafreni_ G%ﬂl t}r)ade, ‘a(_xiid to a ch sﬁ ng of
i oertain tracts of country, by rendering it possible for the mana; the M:
' an(‘i?? His Highness the Nizam’s,kail:'}:? Qopm;?mg%mg@ph pon s lo rates
out the interference of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway C’oﬁ; ‘?pg, Excelle
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the Governor in Council ventures to hope that this important proposal will not be
rejected by the Government of India on the grounds that, if agreed to, it may possibly
affect the price of Madras Railway Company’s shares eight years hence. If the
Madras Railway is to pay sufficient surplus profits before 1907 to affect the price
of its shares, it will have done so by good management, and not by the adoption
of such a measure as that now referred to. ‘

11. In conclusion I am directed to explain that, because it has become eustom-
ary to do so in the annual conference letter, many matters have been touched on in
this letter which do not come strietly within the terms of the instructions contained
in your circular letter No. 018 R.P., dated the 1st March 1899; yet it has been
deemed expedient to deal with those matters in a general letter, even though the
may not come within the scope of the business of the conference, in order that thz
Government of India may have before them, in one view, the general lines of this
Government’s railway policy. That policy may be briefly described as follows :—

I. The evolution, so far as existing conditions may permit, of a

uniform meter gauge network of railways foy;' gsuthem Indiagt;?;;h T];‘:

‘ following exceptions : (a) the Calcutta-Madras standard gauge road, (4)
the Madras-Bombay standard gauge road, (¢) the Arkonam-Jalarpet-
Bangalore and Jalarpet-Podanur standard gauge roads (with the rpaii-
bility of the Erode-Podanur section being converted to metre gan po

I1. The furnishing of this network of trunk lines with cheap feodors, with. the

aid of private enterprise or of Distriet Boards or of State fﬁn&;, until all
important trading centres and food distribution centres in the Presidenc
shall have been brought within 25 miles carting, or its equivdlént 1))1
water carriage, of a railway station. ¥

Such being the design which he has in view and towards the furtherance of which

he desires steadily to aim, His Excelleney the Governor in Council ventures to hope that

his recommendations towards the attainment of it may obtain the suppo ¥
Government of India. v pport °f 'fhe

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

-

Q0TACAMUND,
9th May 1899.
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@Bopernment (1899 of Q@Iﬂhll%. ' e THE RAILWAY CONFERENCE OF 1899. .
PUBLIG WORKS‘ | Note by the C’onsalﬁng Engineer for Railways, Madras.

1. I am unable to report that very good progress has been made in railway it
T ! matters in this Presidency during the year ending 31st March 1899. The southern i -
& - 250-mile section of the Kast Coast Railway has been opened for traffie, and when the

' 8 arrangements now being matured on paper for bringing that railway into the Madras

Railway Company’s Central station, and into touch with the South Indian Railway on

e the Madras Beach, shall have been brought to a practical issue, there will have been
! ji @ “secured to the public a very distinct gain in facility of communication and transport.
4?

2
3

aror s |

OJI'
BRiE.

I do not think that development has been appreciably impeded by our failure—for I
take it that we have failed —to gain the Government of India’s acceptance, within the
Ay next few years, of our metre gauge conversion and extension poliey for the Madras
Railway. The only line whose progress might have been affected by these negocia-
tions is the Calicut-Cannanore ; but judging from the state of progress of the work
. on its first 26 miles, and taking info account the immense improvements affected by
1 more careful survey on its remaining 34 miles, I do not consider that progress has
Enclosures e been in any way less active than if the gauge controversy had not arisen. Negocia-
e tions for the remaining lines of the group concerned wi& this Government’s metre
gauge proposals are not in so forward a state as to have been affected one way or the
other. : e
2. Tt is true that if we had permitted ourselves to drift on with the serious
mistake of allowing the North Vaigai route to be accepted for IX, the Madura-Pamban
line, we might possibly before now have been placed in funds for its construction
but 2 permanent and baleful error in location would have been a heavy price to pay
for securing the opening of the branch a few months sooner :
~ its opening on the proper alignment. It is not easy -
44 that the fact of our having suggested certain alteratio

r—a
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Letter, No. 54

until, apparently, January 1899 in regard t
was early in June 1898 that we told the Goverm
about the latter project had been removed, route
concerned. As this goes to press I learn that
commencement of work on both these important exte
allotted to them. o TR
i 3. To five more of the railways dealt with i
- unnecessary for me again to ref 3 :
Cannanore is_in full swing of constru
~* traffic; that III, the Madras Harbour sic
- sion, are under construction ; and that i
- equipment with rails under the Tramw:
good progress with the road which
4. We have heard nothing lately

MAY.

Railway Conference of 1899 : |
g Engincer for Railways, derhs, for
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Forwarding a note by the Consultin
consideration at the —.
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8. The five remaining schemes are V, the Podanur-Dindigul ; V1, the Nanjangod- ‘ the attention of the Madras Railway Company’s Engineers, whq report that there is
Erode; XVI1, the Kurnool branch, XVII, the Bezwada-Masulipatam extension, and no second-hand material available. A report of my lutest inspection of this extension ¥
XX1I, the Arsikeri-Mangalore. will be found in Government Proceedings, No. 459 Ry., dated the 23rd April 1899. - i
y . . . * 3
7. Were I asked to place the various schemes in order of relative importance to 11 1L Areot-Ranipel Railway, standard gauge, 43 males—This little branch g
the Presidency, with a view to arrangements being made for starting Work%n them, I ' of tk}e Madras Railway has been completed, and was opened for trafic on the b o |
should advise as follows. First omit from consideration the following seven schemes v April 189‘9' Its prospects of traffic are not as good as was expected, because the LR
for the reasons given with each. 1X, the Madura-Pamban, and X, the Tinnevelly- Ranipet Sugar Works have recently been partially shut down. :
Quilon, which have just been arranged for ; 1V, the Shoranur-Cochin, becanse it isina 12. 1I1. Madras Harbour sidings, standard gauge, 1 mile.—This temporary scheme
fair way of being started, without aid from the Government of India, whose general for bringing passengers of the Madras and South Indian Railways to a joint plat-
form opposite the City and Harbour of Madras was satisfactorily matured during the

approval only is needed : VIIL, the short Salem branch, because it is yet unsurveyed : : :
, ’ 3 ‘ear, and is now in a fair way to completion. It seems not unlikely too that the

VIII, the Ootacamund extension of the Nilgire Railway, because I understand that ‘ :
the Government of India have made a firm offer of terms and the Company are only , * great convenience of a transhipment of guods, notably coal and paddy, may also be.
watching for a fayourable opportunity to go on the market : XTI, the Trichinopoly- ¢ e % arranged for. |
Tondi, because there is no urgency about it: XII, the Trichinopoly- Tirukoilur, { 13. 1V. Shoranur-Cochin Railway, melre guauge, 64 miles.—Negociations for start.
because its project is not ready : XIV, the Ammayanayakkanur- Kurupanuth, because 9 Y ing work upon this important feeder to the Madras Railway scem now at last to be
all that can be done by us has now been done and we must await the promoters appeal ,. very close to maturity. His Highness the Rajah of Cochin has decided to provide
to the publie for money : XVIII, the Baliapatam-Mangalore because it is not yet been the whole of the capital necessary to construet the 64 miles of line on the metre gauge
surveyed. The Mysore Darbar are believed to be again moving in regard to No. XXI!I u 6 " at a cost roughly estimated at Rs. 50 lakhs. " Tmprovements in the aligument are y
Apsikeri-Mangalore, which would be a most useful line, The five schemes referred il still going on, and it is intended that they should continue to go on even after con-
to in paragraph 3 may also be omitted from consideration because they are all well in o struction is sanctioned. Permission has been received from the Government of India
hand or have been completed. ﬁ : for the commencement of work on the first 30 miles. Ata ebﬁfelééﬂbe r;ié;entg* held at ; ;
i . ! ’ $ Cochin at which were present the Resident, the Diwan, and the Consulting ingineer, ’
i derfsl.fhere now remain eight schemes which I would arrange in the following & various matters were agreed to, and the Durbar will soon address Government with - .
: s definite proposals. The question of payment of compensation on account of land to be
No. in ¥ acquired for the Cochin State Railway in the State of Travancore is under settlement
et o1, A i Boans it sobeve e i in the Political Department. A report of my recent inspeetion of this line will be
i oA Enginssr. o found with G.O., No. 496 Ry., dated the 28th April 1899, b o 3T
: : e | NS 14. V. Podanur-Dindigul Railway, metre gauge, 118 miles.—Since the date of
1 XV | Mutupet-Avadyarcoil .. s P;’;’:;:fiz:if;%% wantod o begin work with the o L) . my memorandum for the 1898 conference, nothing has vecurred in the history of this e
; ment, and this'Gover:Je:IzJﬂzﬂlg::rlﬁ ‘;Ielrt?i‘l):.er i ﬁ : ' .,Is‘ : / .)‘Pf"jegt'.‘ It forms an integral part of the metw gﬂngﬂ’gm.ﬂlk 'ﬂf myﬁ Whlch et g :
2 |  XVII |Beswada-Masulipatam .. e Lﬁ‘ﬁ:s;ﬁe;“’ on account of this Governmerit's =¥ v K this Government has strongly pressed on the Government of Imﬁ@ as being necessary il
5 | xVI |Kurmool road-Kurnool .. +o | Long prossed for, on acconnt of this Government's 4 i for the proper development of the trade of the parts of the l’ndmn Peninsula lying :
4 XIX Berhampore-Russelkonda oo | 6 will opgg u(g;l. fine fertile district, and be a yalu- / aouth and west Of thg MYEOTQ p}ateau .'Th_ls Gﬂvetmegthdi@bthé ép).mon that %!
5 V | Podanur-Dindigal i i\ Bﬁlleyfxd:tfef:s Ty oo R railway development in the tract 1n Question 18 BErIOuca hindered 1 existence of
e sy e el Wit o romaatively short pioce of broad gauge ruilway between Podanur aud Calict,
6 b4 Vizianagram-Raipur .. i Tihnlil ;s s;tllarge a project that there is not much nse o and that if this piece were converted to the metre gauge—a & )
, pobiskomy e someclidtiy o e ik the Madras Railway Company, have consented on certain conditions—
7 VI Nanjangod-Erode . T:jl';;?:lhlli:; a most valuable feeder, and secondarily ment in »seveml directjons mightmcewe an impﬂ ‘ !
8 XXII Arsikeri-Mangalore P «v | A mosh usefal line which énght to pay if made on “south-mtwafﬂﬂ”ﬁ‘ﬂm Podanur station of the M:
. the two-foot gauge. s TR of fertile and prosperous trading country, past
~ on the South Indian Railway, formed one of t

9. 1 next proceed to describe the several projects in very much the same order as ~ Government proposed to entrust to
that in which I described them in the note for last year’s conference, briefly narrating years of its ‘contract in return f
the progress of the negociations for each of them which have been made during the year. . mwt?OhOﬁ ' mﬁ‘zmﬂﬁ?ﬁh&
10, L.— Calicut-Cannanore Railway, standard gauge, 60 miles—In last year’'s Fai ’%ﬁ%ﬁt ﬁgwomﬁh:mm o
memorandum I recorded that just at the close of 1897 permission was reccived from the 51 R *may rtlv be
Government of India for work to begin on the first 26 miles of this extension. Work + 3 WS G TR

was therefore put in hand and has made fair progress, about 80 per cent. of earth-
work and 35 per cent. of eulvert masonry having been finished and one major
bridge started by the end of March 1899. Meanwhile improvements in the survey of
the remainder of the line were being made. Plans and sections of miles 26 to 44
were sent up to the Government of India in August 1898, and of miles 44 to 60 in
November 1898, and permission was asked for work to beallowed to go on. On F'eb-
ruary Srd, 1899, the Government of India ordered that the acquisition of land might
go on, and also the collection of materiale, and so much of construction as would
not prejudice the gauge question. On Murch 23rd, they telegraphed that construction
might proceed throughout from Calicut to Baliapatam, mile 60, on the 5 6” standgrd
gauge, but economically, second-hand materials being used, with a view to conversion
hereafter to the metre-gauge. In compliance with these orders, the line is being
built with 3 formation width of 16’6, the bed plates of culverts and bridges being R

fit to carry broad gauge girders. The gquestion of permanent way is now occupy g b '
B [ " :

1.

unless given this and the Po
consent to the conversion of t

-:\\
|

|
\s \




4
“

16. VIL. Salem-Shevaroys, 2' 6" gauge, 8 miles.—In November 1898 the Govern-
ment of India sanctioned a survey being made by the Madras Railway Company for
a narrow 2’ 6" or 2’ 0" gauge branch line from Salem station to the foot of the
Yercaud ghit, a distance of 8 miles. [ have recently proposed that to complete the
project it might be as well to enquire into the prospects of an airway, from bottom of
ghit to Yercaud, to be worked by the Madras Railway Company in connection with
their branch line.

17. VIIL. Coonoor-Ootacamund (Nilgiri) Railway, metre gauge, 11L miles.—
The opening for public traffic of the Mettupalaiyam-Coonoor section, which it was
hoped might be effected in November 1898, has not yet taken place, because the line
was very much knocked to pieces by the north-west monsoon of 1898. It is now
hoped that it will be ready for opening some time before the south-west monsoon of
1899, viz., early in June next. Arrangements have been made for its being worked
by the Mudras Railway Company. Nothing is known here about the progress of
negociations with the Company for extending their railway from Coonoor to Ootaca-
mund since the Secretary of State was addressed by the Government of India on the
subject in July 1898. The latest estimate of the cost of the 111-mile extension from
Coonoor to Ootacamund is Rs. 19,19,000 including interest during construetion.
Government will not be concerned in the cost of any part of the Nilgiri Railway if
the guarantee of the extension isfo be of the same nature as that for the Mettupalaiyam-
Coonoor section, viz., a guarantee of gross receipts.

18. IX. Madura-Pamban, meire gauge, 100 miles.—My note for last year’s
conference, on the subject of this important extension of the South Indian Railway,
ended with the Board’s acceptance of the condition that the Travancore branch and
the Pamban branch must both, and not the better paying one only, be undertaken by
the company. Between May and July 1898 much careful consideration was devoted
to the question whether the route taken by the preliminary surveyors at the desire
of this Government of a few years ago was the right route, Further inguiries were
made and after a most careful weighing of all the evidence the conclusion was come:;

to, a conclusion fully concurred in by the Member of His Excellency’s Couneil whe's

was responsible for the route previously taken, that it would be right to branch off from
the south end of Madura station instead of forming a separate junetion a mile or
two north of it, and to follow what is known as the South Vaigai route, serving the
Sivaganga Zamindari by a short branch line. The conclusion thus arrived at was
conveyed to the Government of India in this Government’s letter, No. 969 Ry., dated
25th July 1898, with a summary of the chief reasons which influenced this Govern-
ment in its change of policy ; but naturally, in such a letter, it was not possible to
give a tithe of the evidence on which the conclusion had been based. In the same
letter the Government of India were pressed to allow the projected extension to be
financed as an integral part of the South Indian Railway. They were also begged
to, if possible, allot a grant so as to allow of a commencement of work in the cold
weather of 1898-99. It seemed not unreasonable to hope that a grant might be made,
because not only had it been practically decided that Pamban must be connected with
Madura, but also a considerable mileage of the original line remained unaltered, and

the alteration proposed might well be looked on merely as a diversion scarcely /.

necessitating the project being treated as an entirely new one.

This view of the matter, however, did not commend itself to the Government of
India, who in their letter, No. 1356 R.C., dated the 17th September 1898, replied that,
inasmuch as this Government had altered its views as to the proper route to be
adopted, they would wait for new plans and estimates. They at the sarie time
conveyed to us the welcome decision that the extension of the South Indian Railway
to Pamban would be treated as an integral part of that system instead of so
important a section of the through line of the future between India and Ceylon being
made over to a branch line Company, thus accepting the strong recommendation
made to them from time to time by this Government. Since that date a Burvey
party has been organized, and the work of surveying and staking out the new alternative
and the branch, and re-staking out the unaltered part of the alignment has been very
nearly complited. The overnment of India wired on December 19th to the) effect
that it is believed to be impossible to sanction work owing to the action df the
Madras Government in suggesting an alternative route which has prevented the
passing of orders and the sending of the project forward to the Secretary of |State

-

7P

‘ arrangements should be made as would allow the

~ the Darbar and by the Company of th
. Government had aceepted the Darb
formed the basis of the preliminar
- the Government of India on Decemb
- be spent with advantage before :
‘branches, they : ol

this important extension of the South Indian Railway Company’s system was th t the
terms proposed by the Government of India for the guarantee, construction and working

the South Indian Railway Company, quoted at abot
and the Darbar in proportion to the mileage m}héi&*

struction, and with the completion of the surv:

5 #

They wired again on January 31st, 1899, to say that a despateh about the Madura-
Pamban line had gone home.

Meanwhile, the Company’s Agent reported that he could spend Rs. 40 lakhs in
1899-1900 if allowed to go ahead and to send home indents now, and in our letter to
the Government of India, No. 293 Ry., dated 15th March 1899, we strongly urged
that at least Rs. 20 lakhs should be allotted pending the receipt of formal sanction to
the entire line after submission of complete plans and estimates on t#& new alignment.
As regards the question of change of alignment this Government is in a position to
weigh, and has weighed, the evidence in the most careful manner, and the matter is
one of which they are in the best position to judge, especially as in the perfectly open
level plain it is scarcely to be expected that comparative estimates will show much
difference in cost of construction, even if the balance of traffic advantages were not,
as they undoubtedly are, in favour of the alignment now proposed. As this goes to
press I learn that a grant of ten lakhs has been allotted and that work may proceed.

19. X. Travancore Branch of the South Indian Railway, metre gauge, 103 miles,—
When my note for last year’s eonference was written, the position of affairs in regard to

of the line had not yet been accepted by the South Indian Railway Compar y or by
the Travancore Darbar. We were able, however, to inform the Gﬂmmenga:f India,
in our letter No. 782 Ry., dated the 6th June 1898, that all difficulties had been cleared
away. The following is a summary of the agreed terms :— . v
() That the South Indian Railway Company should be enabled to raise the
whole of the money required for the construction of the entire line, at 21 per cent. in
sterling, under the guarantee of the Government of India. ~ ~ ~ =
(6) That the Travancore Darbar should underwrite that guarantee to the extent
of the cost of the line in their own territory. So iR L Bk o o pabiny
(¢) That the South Indian Railway Company should work
tion as a portion of its existing system, at the same rate of

earnings as obtains on their whole line including this and all fu
of maintenance for two years after opening bein 'ﬁeﬁﬁeﬂ ;

(d) That surplus profit should be givi'a § (

In that letter this Government urged 'on:m,e‘

raise sufficient funds to allow of a vigorous

season 1898-99, Rt ek
_Simultaneously with our informing

replied on th
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k- | 90. XI. Trichinopoly-Pudukkottai- Thondi, metre ga : + has been estimated that a light railway sufficiently good for all probable requirements _
' noted last year that this project had been shel’ved, it egml;gi;psfga?innzlifz’r_c;&nlst'hloal;gg 1{ iilclr%t have been made for %is. 25,000 per mile, with traffic prospects of Rs. 40 to 3
soon after, in the form of a proposal from the Agent, South Indian Railwa Cl(ln; iianov Rs? 50 per week.
with reference to the probably disastrous effects to his company of the Shoz-c‘ircx}itirﬂ " 96. XVII. Bezwada-Masulipatan, metre gauge, 50 wules.—So far as this Govern-
which will take place if ever the Tanjore District Board terfinus at Avadyarcovil xi%s ment is aware the soheme for extending the Southern Mahratta Railway into the heart
: connected up with the Madura-Pamban line near Manamadura. The A‘Te)n‘t wiehe;l ' of the Eastern Kistna delta is still in abeyance. It 1s understood that the Government
that some of the&a‘ effects should be staved off by influencing, in advance %he dire(:tiou of India are waiting to see what will be the tendency of the flow of traffic, now that
to be taken by railways passing through the Pudukkottai State. Gove,rument Lowr through communication with Madras has been opened up. This Government’s conten- ;
ever, decided that railway schemes in the area in question, especially if like the 'fan‘(;w : tion has always been that, even it the Madras merchants with their powers of organ- o
lines they are initiated by District Boards, must stand or fall on their 1 ﬁ-'tg ol ization should be the first to enter the delta, their profits are of not nearly so much i
openers-up of the country, rather than according to whether they happe . t- importance in the interests of the Presidency in general as that the merchants of the
short-circuit existing trunk lines. e L fanP;ine tracts of Bellary and Kurnool should get in touch, during years of plenty, '
todid S rul i i ' , erchants of the Kistna delta. Native petty grain merchants
21. XII. Trichinopoly-Tirukkoyplur chord line, metre gauge, 90 miles.—The time 18 - b z:tt}ﬁf;hgﬂoﬁufﬁ?i:n a(iemso eonstituted that, unless they are offered every possible

not yet considered ripe for presenting this scheme. Collectors, the South Indian Rail-

way Company, and the Madras Chamber of Commerce were asked three months ago to U N facility of communication, famines will come round again and again before the grain

has learnt how to flow spontaneously in the direction where Government desires it to

express their several opinions in regard to it, but exe i . . T
has replied that he can offer no useful rerriarks Zilc)gi%t 'tthat ehhitis . ; T@]OP@ flow. Government therefore wishie . W eafeni i oy ‘Sopthem e - e
it e s i it dof i . it, and that the Chamber of , q from Bezwada into the heart of the BEastern Kistua delta, in order that the :
pproved of it, no other replies have as vet been receiv e i i i ' f their lin d ')
el Teceived. . B8 Traffic officers of that railway may, in the interests of their line, endeavour in every way
22. XIIL ]Yegapatam-Nagore, metre gauge, 4% miles.—This short extension of the to foster a trade between the tracts of plenty and of scarcity. This view of the matter
South Indian Railway has been sanctioned and the work is well in hand Alz effort is i has been constantly urged on the Government of India since I think 1891.
being made to co-ordinate it with the new pier which Government bau docded i 97. XVILL. Mangalore exlension, metre gauge, 100 miles—The Agent, Madras
build at the port of Negapatam. i Railway Company, has recently been in correspondence with the Consulting Engineer
93, XIV. Madura District Tramways, 2’ 6" gauge, 93 miles— After | i g for Railways about making a survey to Mapgalorelfwén (}(‘lannano;e.f 'I’;ge country wantg‘
tion between the several parties i i e gg8.~~aldior dong . nEPOLIA~ o Al - o up badly, but the metre gauge 18 amply goo enough for the purpose ; and
& : reRera)parties interasfer. 1u, the propasolof- Messre. Wilson & Goi ot oginiltnsgeengs as i%?’ either the broad gauge must be adopted or the railway be left

adras to promote and g

gﬁ,, gaugeI: e g)rder uilgéf :}11]: Iﬁ(g;a%i:;y‘:ﬁa?r'l.(“mVa““th Tramway on the 5 1ymma.de, unless the Madras Railway Company's offer to convert their short section

authorising the promoters to proceed with theirves tCt i¥ o aboud:ta ba publishert wost of Podanur, and so complete self contained metro systom with West Coast

projected tramways :— nterprise. The following are the ports for their trade outlet, is aceepted, or until by the termination of that Company’s
’b agreement Government is placed in a position to carry out the conversion. I under-

From Ammayanayakkanur station of the South Indian Rai ,O b that the Mysore Government are very anxious to reopen the question of com-
%)O lf:,tsg:;drlé t-:h:ir:vmt of the Kanan Devan Hills Prxcftmi ;ﬁ?:;(ilcation beth;en the coffee tracts on their plateau and'P:he- Port of Mangalore.
With &P br);,nch P;rom ;Zri ak o 1 e v e about 55 miles. 1 believe also that those interested will soon move in the matter of a light line to
o &4 81 Boot 4t i Bl s0ad 5 Bmtadkabos e ke connevt Tellicherry with Coorg and Mysore. R vt
From near Theni, mile 39, to Uttamapalaiya = i b A 28. XIX. Ber h“”‘l’”“"'Rus“lko"d“ branch, 2' 6" _Wuye.-&;&!‘fa' owe’mble alter-
With power to extend at f;ny future time fz mU... Shoud 381 native to the propos‘e'dz connection Of'_ Gopalpur port with the East (oast 'Raf‘xlwa;y by a
Kuruvanuth, to the foot of the Periyuoﬁateigﬁapam’ _— branch railway, this Government, in June 1898, suggested to the Government of
Madura Distriet Frontier in the Periyar neighb ’hand fo! Ko India that a feeder to the East Coast Railway on a narrow gauge from Russelkonda
ghbourhood, abowt 15 through Goomsoor and Aska fto Berhampur would have many advantages. The

—_— . ——

Government of India therefore in November 1898 ordered the Manager of the East ‘
Coast Railway to have a survey and a careful traffic estimate made. Nothing further
has been heard about the matter. A broad and fertile country would be tapped by
the proposed line, and there seems to be a possibility of its being extends 1 hereafter’

to join the Bengal-Nagpur Company’s system in the Central Province. ‘:ﬂzw;

Total ... 93 miles.

A member of the firm of promoters has recentl !

» view to launching the project on the London marke{.pr?l?ie:;l: disternglﬂnd Wltht:
hope that, provided only it is construeted on economical lines andvig; reasox;a 1
mistake is not made of %éngineering it from London and of overburd \t the 'tai;
English materfals, it will be a very successful enterprise. Indiamil ening 1t wi P
learn from Europe about the building of efficient and economical li htas gxlothmgbttz
very much the reverse. ght railways, bu

99, XX. Vizianagram-Raipur Railway, melre gauge.—Smee the D
forence of 1848 was written we have heard nothing more about tk
survey for this proposed railway. It is a line which is bou d to
or later, and I should supposo that it will pay to build it soone
Secretary of State. That s why this Government would
and the Southern (or Madras-wards) Agenci W
With such an arrangement nothing shovld prevent Vizagt
eﬁeﬂﬁve and lmportant Po'l't. ' AFa L-A 3 ;jm i',‘;?m" ,_ﬂ";'. - _.-VI'T

_has been maturing an Order under the T ways Act
ment h g ‘ ‘ Wéﬁ oot

N

24. XV. Mutupet-Avadaiyarcoil Railway, metre gauge Tos T
extension of the TanJ?ore District Board’s lines s still"‘ig thge ;nife: ;ffg'e T}l‘:s P ro&)oleg
that work might have been begun on a nine mile section of it wl{ich h:;d al Was gpe ‘
surveyed and estimated, because the money was available with the Disstrictr]g.fft Yd eeﬁ
no responsibility would fall on the Government of India. That Government :har ,and
desired that surveys and estimates should be made for the whole 45 miles be fooweveli';
was begun on a part of it. It would be a very great advantage T R re Y?rif
the Government of India would consent to divest themselves of all r‘eéym:?ﬁﬁn
for the alignment, engineering and expenditure on this railway which i“VOIVI;s thibm’ u’;
no finanecial respousibility. ‘ em 1

dvanced, and obtaining the Government of India’s
?n;ia;: the Rajah of Parlakimedi has been uiet],
material and rolling-stock and the constructio
trafaway. The Order will now at once B‘e d

95. XVI. Kurnool Branch, metre gauge, 32 miles—No progress has been o |
| | Jittle delay in the completion ofﬂ:ﬂa

during the year, so far as is known here, in the negociations for the construction of this
much needed branch of the Southern Mahratta Railway, although it is understood that
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31. XXI1. Arsikeri-Mangalore, two-foot gauge.—1 learn that the Mysore Darbar
are again moving in the matter of securing a connection for their coffee tracts with
the port of Mangalore. My own idea of this line is that it ought to be designed very
much as the Darjeeling-Hymalayan has been, with such curves and gradients as are
imposed by considerations of the nature of the ground and of such cheapness as is com-
patible with effectiveness for the work to be done. Such a line ought to pay directly,
if properly designed. It would I imagine pay the Mysore Darbar indirectly even
if it cost a considerable price to build it.

Tae Liear Freper Famine Rarmway Group.

32. The Government of India have never replied to a letter addressed to them
by this Government in the Revenue Department, in which, after much weighing of
evidence, a very deliberate selection was made of six short lines, varying from 16 to
45 miles in length, from railway stations to certain chief centres of distribution in
famine districts. These six schemes were put forward for consideration with a
request that so much of the Famine Insurance grant as might be considered to be this
Presidency’s due might be allotted at the rate of, perhaps, 10 lakhs per annum for five
or six years, for expenditure on the construction of the chosen lines. The gauge
selected was 2’ 0", a gauge amply sufficing for all purpeses for which the lines are
required. It may be as well to take the present opportunity fo again address the Gov-
ernment of India on the subject. As this goes to press however, I learn that they have
sanctioned the survey of one of the lines, and simultaneously the Madras Railway
Company’s Agent has asked to be allowed to survey another. I have addressed
the ('onsulting Engineer, Bombay, about inducing the Southern Mahratta Railway
Company to survey three of them and the Agent, South Indian Railway Company, has
been asked to survey the remaining one.

» Ficures 1§ THE FINANCIAL SraTEMENT For 1899-1900.

33. In paragraphs 28 and 30 of the Financial statement for 1899-1900, under the ..

heading Railway Construction, 1 find that the Hon. the Financial Member contem-
plated allotting the following capital grants to railways in _wluch this Presidency is
directly interested, for expenditure during the current financial year :—
Budget,
1699 1000,  Ltem.
Expenditure by State Agency—

Open lines— g ) S
East Coast s ass we 40,000 (a)
Lines under construction—
Bezwada-Madras .,

30,000  (b)
Godavari bridge ...

200,000 (e)

.
.

Eazpenditure by Ageney of Companies—
Open lines—

South Indian e ee wes ve s aee 50,000 (d)
Lines under construction—

Madul‘a-Pamban “ns " e ERL) e lonpﬂoo (e)

T‘iﬁnovelly-Qﬂﬂon “ns en “ew e .. 70,000 (f)

Erpenditure by old Guaranteed Companies—

Open lines—

Madm wew “us re e e soe ee 60,000 (g)
Extensions— L B

Calicut-Cannanore ve T ewal o waw o caay o oese 00400 (A)

With the administration of items (), (5) and (¢) this Government is not directly
concerned. Items (d) and (g) represent merely the usual minor capital extensions of

open lines of railway. The enly items representing aectual forward progress of con-

struction of lines under our administration are those marked (e), (/) and (4), which -

show that it is intended to allot for expenditure during the current year 10 lakhs for

the Madura-Pamban, 7 lakhs for the Tinnevelly-Quilon, and about 20 lakhs for the

(Calicut-Cannanore.
34. In his memorandum appended to the budget statement the Hon. the Publie

Works Member gave the following forecast of expenditure on railways in which

we are interested, and which we administer.

v

i
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StaTEMENT showing expenditure to be incurred on Railways to the end of 1901-1902.

Approximate| Budget Forecast for
: cost, accord- | estimate for
Railway. No. Length ing to latest | 1899-1900. | 1900-1901 | 1901-1902.
rmation.
miles, Bx. Rx. Rx.,
I. FROM IMPERIAL FUNDS,
(ii) Bx Aeexcy or Marx Ling CompantEs.
Lines under construction.
South Indian, Negapatam-Nagore Branch .. | 27 5 23,900 17,500 o P g
Do. [adura-Pam’ o5 B 102 4,569,000 1,00,000 1,00,000 2,20,000
Do. Tinnevelly-Quilon (British sec-
tion) % 3 v ¥ 9 45 | 2,60,000 70,000 80,000 | 1,00,000
III. OLD GUARANTEED OOMPANIES' .

" frats CAPITAL ACCOUNTS.
4 Lines under construction.

{ ‘; Madras Railway, Calicut-Cannanore branch .. | 86 59 7,837,600 2,00,400 1,00,000 | 1,21,400

Coonoor-Ootacamund (Nilgiris)* s st 12 1,92,000 o 1,00,000 %
* 1 do not know why this item is so classified. .
: StaTeEMENT showing Railways recommended since 1895-96, for early construetion,
8 outside the programme. ;
Approxi-
Railway, Length | ;e cost Remarks,

miles.

.

LAND AND MINOR CONCESSK

II.—Tarovdn THE AceNcy or Namve Stares,

(¢) New project put forward since 1897-98, and
commenced or arranged for.

Tinnevelly-Quilon (Native State section) G 58
IIT.—By Rammway CoMPANIES TO WHICH FREE

s Coonoor-Metapollium (Nilgiris) & . 17

ONS8 ARE GIVEN,

7,66,200

3,55,000

-

: -
Accepted for construction withouta Government
guarantee.

W'L;fi— | but damaged asit mabont to be "

SraTemMeNT showing Railways recommended since 1895-96, for construction, aumdethe
programme; » SoatieEs gl i v LE G :
Length | Approxi- 7
Rail : . mm- :
way s " M!h. 2

I. By Brancu Line Companies,
(a) Lines ineluded in the list of 1897-98 as
under consideration.

IL. By Namve Srates.

(b) Nmprwmﬂmuﬂorrumw
'.mhﬁmwii‘ﬁourammﬁmxmf' did
~ LAND AND MINOR CONCESSIONS ARE GIVEN. |

3 v mﬂ“ﬂh

Kmml M mﬁh .. pors . 36 l”oio aou‘; ;
Coonoor-Ootacamund (Nilgiris) 5 o 12 | 1,892,000
3 Mutupet-Avadyareoil £% .2 = 45 | 1,50,000
;) (b) New projects since put forward or recommended. o 5
’ Ammayanayakanuor-Kuravanuth w0 iy 75
Bezwada- uulipttam e e .. : “ ¥

¥ £

R
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BACK. PAPERS.

No. . Date. »

&

. No. 98R.P.

¥ . GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
RAILWAY PROJECTS. .

*

s

f ; THE GOVERNMENTS OF MADRAS, BOMBAY, BENGAL, THE NORTH-WESTERN
i PROVINCES AND OUDH, THE PUNJAB, AND BURMA.

21 THE CHIEF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CENTRAL PROVINCES AND ASSAM.
THE RESIDENTS AT HYDERABAD AND IN MYSORE.

THE AGENTS TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL FOR ‘RajpuTANA, CENTRAL INDIA, Aty
. AND BALUCHISTAN. S

THE CONSULTING ENGINEERS TO THE Gpvnauum'r oF INDIA FOR Rmr.wavs,
CALCUTTA, LUCKNOW, AND ASSAM.

THE MANAGERS, NORTH WESTERN, OUDH AND Romnxmnn, EASTERN Bmz.,
| - AND EAsT COAST STATE Rm.wws.

£l

*

Calcutta, the 4 o Marcﬁ.ﬁbﬂa .

SIR,

_ uestlon of rallway extensmn in Indm»
is year, and that any further proposals, or fre
pro;ects which have already been submitted by
ation of past Conferences, as well as any pro

should be submitted so as to reach the Gov
15th May.

b W’,"ﬁv

s : 1am also to mpre&s"pém
ke gmp‘“"‘ls’ the fullest information o
 financial prospects of the projects |

- formmg Mpmwnupdn thﬁi'méﬁta.-, : :
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Gobernment of Fudras,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
RAILWAY BRANCH.
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THE RAILWAY CONFERENCE OF 1899.

Note by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.

1. T am unable to report that very good progress has been made in railway
matters in this Presidency during the year ending 31st March 1899. The southern
950-mile section of the Kast Coast Railway has boeen opened for traffic, and when the
arrangements now being matured on paper for bringing that railway into the Madras

Railway Company’s Central station, and into touch with the South Indian Railway on
v  the Madras Beach, shall have been brought to a practical issue, there will have been s bl
cocured to the public a very distinet gain in facility of communication and transport. e

I do not think that development has been appreciably impeded by our failure—for I

.~ take it that we have failed —to gain the Government of India’s 'a.eoeptaneepf, our metre v

. uge conversion and extension policy for the Madras Railway. The only line whose
progress might have been affectec by these negociations is the Calicut-Cannanorey and b | |
* judging from the state of progress of the work on its ﬁmﬂﬁ miles, and taking into e i e

o aceount the immense improvements affected by more careful survey on its remaining
’ 34 miles, I do not consider that progress been in any - :y-i‘esa?agﬁi?ez‘thm-ii‘the

gauge controversy had not arisen. Nego: tions fo remaining lines of the group i
concerned with this Government's metre fauge pi osals are mof in so forward a state ~

i 3 as to have beenaﬁectedmway or the%ﬁher;_ & : X " ol s Y O F

9. Tt is true that if we had permitted ourselves to drift on with the seriot i

mistake of allowing the North Vaigai route o b pted for the Madura-Pamben

in gmkto:iﬁ constr 3

line, we might possibly before now have heen
ent andv.baleﬁxl error in location

een removed, Ic
theds Trhportanh extensitaEpam ot Bro &
e more of the railways dealt

,hm
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e 4

order: —
Nﬁmbﬁ in
Order of ote by
preference. | Consunlting Hamg ok sehome. Remarks,
Engineer.
4 ¥
1 XV Mutapet-Avadyaveoil Permission only wanted to begin work with the
fnﬂd: &Vallnb!e- No responsibility falls on Govern-
2 XVII Bezwada-Masulipatam Lx::; ﬁrﬁéhzrszrffgf“‘ can control details.
: i o 5 : Lﬁamine s y ount of this Government’s
urnool road-Kurnoo ng pressed for, 3
. Famine pelicy. S0 Moeount 5 this Govesumpnt/s
4 XI1X Berhampore-Rasselkonda Tt will open up a féw fortile district, and be a val
2 able feeder of the East Coust R la Y
5 v Podanur-Dindigul B{*{“Y wafx;:;id,,at least the western t)l;'ree-fonrtha of
- : it, as a ¢r to the Mad i
6 XX |Vizianagram-Ruipur .. -+ | This is s0 large a project u':z?hf.‘l‘ii‘m much use
; § L a'::g;n;lgspmg for it. Moreover it ig bound to
2 48 anjangod- ] woul
\ | o .+ ut::( ?11 be li: kmo«i; valoable foeder, and
fowyeare-yot.
TS

hereafter to the metre-gauge. In compliance with these orders, the line is being

2

5. Of the remaining sevepa lines, XI, the Trichinopoly-

shelved ; XII, the Trichinopoly-Rrukoilur is not ready to go for

Baliapatam-Mangalore, has not been surveyed, though an ap
that it be surveyed.

Tondy, is temporarily
ward ; and XVIII, the
plication has been made

6. The four remaining schemes are V, the Po¥Nanur-Dind;

1; VI, th ! E
Erode ; XV, the Kurnool branch, dnd XVII, the Bezwada-Mi:luh.pa t;”t“e Nanjan!]éd

7. Were I asked to place the various schemes in orde
the Presidency, with a view to arrangements being madej fo
should advise as follows. First omit from consideration th ] ! : :
for the reasons given with each. IX, the Madura-]?ambai,fzggwggtiz‘ ?['ninsr(issgl‘le's{
Quilon, which have just been arranged for; 1V, the Shoranur- Cochin ’becauso it isin)a.
fair way of being started, without aid from the Government of India whose general
approval only is needed : VII, the short Salem branch, because it is : ; : unaur% o~
VIII, the Ootacamund extension of the Nilgiri Railway, because Iy‘lnderst (fythai:
the Government of India have made a firm offer of terms and the Compan 'i:::'e osl
watching for a favourable opportunity to go on the market: X[ thePaTrz_c/u.”o oh}:
Tondsy - hevanse ;there iz no: upgenoy. sbont, it: X1ly the Tric/:t'nopoll/- '['z'mkfdt;:'
because its project is not ready: XIV, the Ammanayakanur- Kuruvanut), because ali
ithat can be done by us has now been done and we must await the promot,e,r e s
'the public for money: XVIII, the Baliapatam-Mangalore because it is DS{ Plzeg 0
surveyed. . The five schemes referred to in paragraph 3 may also be omqttyg s
consideration because they are all well in hand or have been had dpme

! completed,
8. There now remain seven schemesjand I would arrange them in the following

r of rglative importance to
r starting work on themy I

9. I next proceed to describe the several projects in very much the same order as
that in which I described them in the note for last year’s conference, brefly narrating
the progress of the negotiations for each of them which hag been mgde{d‘{‘ring the year.

10. I.—Calicut-Cannanore Railway, Standard Gauge, 60 miles.—In last year's
memorandum I recorded that just at the close of 1897 permission was received from the
Government of India for work fo begin on the first 26 miles of this extension. Work
was therefore put in hand and has made fair progress, about 80 per cent. of earth-
work and 35 per cent. of culvert masonry having been finished and ove major
bridge started by the end of March 1899. Meanwhile improvements in the survey of
the remainder of the line were being made. Plans and sections of miles 26 to 44
were sent up to the Government of India in August 1898, and of miles 44 to 60 in
November 1898, and permission was asked for work to beallowed to go-on. On Feb-
ruary 3rd, 1899, the Giovernment of India ordered that the acquisition of land might
go on, and also the colleetion of materials, and so much of constructions as would
not prejudice the gauge question. On March 23rd, they telegraphed that construction

might proceed throughout from Calicut to Baliapatam, mile 60, on the 5’ 6” standard
gauge, but economically, second-hand materials being used, with a view to conversion

~ Ranipet

| Governmen

. " os of d bridges being made
. i idth of 166", the bed plates o iverts and b Soun
built with afum(llang?gir d‘;rs‘ _The question of permanent way 18 n:tw; boze&g{;nigs
fit tot(tzarrgogf?% t%i, Madras Railway Uompan);’s Erigtlgie;;; ;Z‘I;% mrlegg thisa(mtemmn
o orial available. A report of my latest InSpe exte
1o second-han@nngﬁlz:n;‘;m Proceedings, No. 4569 Ry., dated the 23rd April 1899,

ill be found 1 - : 2 oo, 41 miles.—This little branch
g y L 7 4 Arcot-Ramipet Bailway, standard Qauge, 6 d for traffic on the 17th

- : as been completed, and was opene
of tlge 1\!f:atgraS II::ﬂp“;f)‘ZP};;‘fs (?f traffic I:lre not as good as was expected, because the
April lsgu;gar Works have recently been partially shut down.

19, I1I. Madras Harbour sidings, Ytandard gauge, 1 mile.—This temporary scheme

sengers of the Madras and South Indian Railwayf to a joint plat-

for bringinge {){11: City and Harbour of Madras was satisfactorily matured during the

i : ! ikely too that the
form opp"s! i s fair way to completion. It seems nob unlikely iy
ear{: iﬁgv;;;:agZelgf a transhi{rment of guods, notably coal and paddy; Qay also be
red ; .

amanged for.

j ! les.— iations for starts
13. 1 V. Shoranur-Coclin Railway, metre gauge, 64 miles.—Negocla

is i Railway scem now at last to be
: his important feeder to the Madras ; )
ng W“fk I.]Egl;n;tfriéy_l) His Highness the Rajah of Cochin has decatlf;edm :!(;)r grov;g:
by A golseeuf the capital necessary to construct the 64 miles of line oﬁ];x » :;lignm'e g: s
the W 01; yoii hly estimated at Rs. £0 lakhs Improvpxggnts o éé‘veﬁ ok
i coﬁ}n ong and it is intended that they should continue to g?}::nemment ik
s?uci?(;ngis canctioned ~ Permission has been reclewed E;omez}ﬁerenge e it o
bt A 3() miles: a _ ;
ment of work on the first : ( ' |
o {1]?3 -Zzlgsﬁ?:ﬁ)ewere present the Resident, the Diwan, and th;r Cons(;x(l)ﬁng E:E:n;gﬁ
g:fiolus matters were agreed to, and the Dutrb?r Wlue ;gggo?one:eommmﬁ ot T
| als. The question of payment ol COMPE] count of ) b

deﬁnil::dpft’g) rt’;ll‘::ls‘()ochin éltate Railway in the State of Travancore 18 under settlement
acq

i litical Department. A report of my recent
;%\ifnlae;)igk: ¢.0., NI;. ., dated the x April 189@. : ".le LR

Kol Podanur-Dindz'ygé Ra?way, mi?ﬁhi%;uﬁgs 1};0%11':7‘;1 ;;i the history of this

- conference ng has ¢ 1 i of t

my.mimoﬁn&l;ﬁsfoénﬂiﬁt;;ral part of the metre gauge network of ial_lway:“:h;eh
Pr?]e&;vernment has strongly pressed on the Gommment.gi_lqdlg asP,e;,Pg n ‘lmr{;
this the proper development of the trade of the parts of the Indian memmm ;'m!:hon%
for - e% west of the Mysore plateau. This G‘r‘gvemmept-halds l%e u'm‘eﬂ;en -
south an development in the tract in question is seriously hindered by I oﬁm Caligu »
radwayamt{vely short piece of broad gauge railway. betveen‘Poda‘nu;;i B;p’u b ers:
a eomlfst if this piece were converted to the metre gauge—a stepto wrail &1 d i
?i?g lt\;ﬂadrasRaﬂway Company, have consented on certain conditions—ralway develop-

"t in several directions might r‘eceive an important impetus. A m"hzmﬂg
]sx:)?ﬂh-eastwards from Podanur station of the ] A ,

s Railway thr
1o and progperous trading countries, past several large to ;
°f,§if§q§oﬁh PIndian’JRzaiilws;y formed one of the metre gauge &
on t proposed to entrust to the»Ma@msgf‘ifvﬁggt(m%ﬂ ny duri prsé
i t in return for its agreeing to/convert the Fodanur-Lauov =Lm, .
ﬁaf: i«li?r:t%ﬁimc t proposals for cbn;taxemng at Emgz&%ﬂm '
-' Jor of the western sectiou of the Madras Railway Company § Sou
mp! “ﬁze ‘m::re. gange (just as the Cochin ﬁeed‘br* af.? ,bgf;‘% mﬁdmj,w
1 15 H'EV‘OJQ‘NWJMW%“ W"‘mq" 11'5.,', AW F Uk
e(;mpleted, and plans and sections, w‘iﬁl ‘estimates,
b i ted from the South Indian Railway Co
myte with the short exﬁensibp’f_ro;q N”‘FJ%‘“S?.‘
g part of the West Podanur metre gauge
f"z"’?‘“ﬁ to sco made over to the Madras Railyay
anxiow sven this and the Podanm—}h’:nd’lg_}xl : lm
mﬂ‘egs' tgt to the conversion of -fh‘e sh().d? decg:l?q of th
cm{geﬂt which stands so sertously in the i i
i?a‘(:gs’c)ﬁih and west of the Mysore plateau on a §
{rith traffic requirements. o

1 i

inspection of this line will be , .

>~

iy

i)




1 b

16. VIL. Salem-Shevaroys,2' 6" Gauge, 8 Miles,aIn N
5 : Wm0 Hries.—~In Novemt 98 Govern-
ment of Inc}xa ”sanctu')nezl a survey being made by the Madmi 111)3:‘1&?“ Ct(},l::m::]‘ymfnp
a Narrow 2A6 or 2 0 gauge branch line from Salem station to the foot of the
Yercaud ghit, a distance of 8 miles, T have recently proposed that to corhplvte the

project it might be as well to enquire into the Prospects of an airway/from bottom of

hdt to Yercaud/to be k : ‘ ; : f
tgh:ir t?ranirl.lezi?né'.o e worked by the Madras Railway Company in connection with

f

17. .VI][' Fhe C;’oonnoo.r- Ootacamund (Nilgire) Ralway/ Metre Gaune 11} Miles.—
The opening for publio traffic of the MettuPalai\'am-(l'aon‘mbur-Se(‘-tioﬁqv’whﬁ-l; ii was
hoped might'be effected in N.O vember 1898, has not yet taken Plaéo b,nmuq{; thé line
e o RN b.-v the north-west monsoon of 7’1‘55)‘42‘ It 18 now
hoped that it will be ready for opening ‘some time before the south-west monsoon of
D% s early in June next. Arrangements have been made for its heing worked
by the Madras Railway Company, Nothing is known here about th s r“'()): of
negociations with the Company for extending their rajlway feoath e 'pr(bﬁ%l) c.t 8 .
mund since the S(‘ecretarr): of State was addressed by the Governm fo?;nn;) OII to.' e ucl?
s?l{]ect in July 1898. The latest estimate of the cost of the l’ll.nc;ir; 0) t\ud.}a. or; the
Uoonnoor to Ootacamund is Rs, 19,19,000 including interest q ¢, exlension irom
Government, however, will not be concerned in thebco.\‘t of any l;)r'g]tg 0; Ot[rtrl\l'(ﬁg)l?'l

S par 1e 1

Railway for the guarantee of the extension will presumably be of the same nature as

that for the Mettupalaiyam-Coonhoor section, viz., a guarantee of grogs receint
8 receipts.

18. IX. Madura-Pamban . Metre Gauge, 100 Miles s, '¢
conference, on the subject of this important eXtensi‘on X o .\q
ended with the Board’s acceptance of the condition that tlle ey
the Pamban branch must both, and not the 1}, i

uth Indian Railway,
ravancore hranch and

. much eare N
to the question whether the route taken by the pre,(iifii:r;oz

of this Government of a few years ago was t Fe 52 _at the

made and after a most careful We_ighisng of a]lh thzbgi,tiég:ﬁz' thgﬂgthef lnquiries were
to, a conclusion fully econcurred n by the Member of Hie Excello)nc e
was responsible for the route previously taken, that it would b .";“"Y 8 Council whé
the south end of Madura station/ instead of form € nght/branch off from

two north of it, and to follow what is known as t L Esly: :
Sivaganga Zamindari by a short branch line, Th};e eso(:ggsgz:g?}: route, serving the
conveyed to the Government of India in this Government’s lotter I\lTls %rnved at was
28th July 1898, with a summary of the chief reasons Which Tod eno-' (.lﬁtQh'RY., dated
ment n its change of poliey ; but naturally, in speh a letter, it ce is Govern-
give a tithe of the evidence on which the conclusion had been b;zdnotlpoemble to
letter.the Government of India were pressed to allow the E"'eeted 4 ; n the same
financed on an integral part of the South Indian Railway, PT ﬁ'e 3 ex ev{:;og to be
to, if possible, allot a grant so as to allow of a commencement Y were also begged
not unreasonable to hope that a grant might be made | because
practically decided that Pamban must be connected witl, Madura, but aiso a consider-
able mileage of the original line remained unaltered, and the a.ltexzatibn Pfopos fopscar
well be looked on merely as a diversion scarcely &e‘cessftatijs the project ‘be%ng
treated as an entirely new one. ' ‘ LT

This view of the matter, however, did not commend itself to the Government of
India, who in their letter, No. 1356 R.C., dated the 17th September 1898, replied that,
inasmuch as this Government had altered its views as to the proper route fo he
adopted, they would wait for new plans and estimates. They at the same time
conveyed to us the welcome decision that the extension of the South Indian Railwa
to Pamban, would be treated as an integral part of that system instead of so
important a section of the through line of the future between India and Ceylon being
made over to a branch line Company, thus accepting the strong recommendation
made to them from time to time by this Government. Since that date a survey
party has been organized, and the work of surveying and staking out the new alte ation
and the branch, and re-staking out the unaltereq part of the alignment has heen ver
nearly completed. The staff-are -necessarily -I helie ¥y
disperser-it may be-diffieult-to-eollect them. ~ But the Govern
yet seen their way to allot funds sufficient to keep things

etter pavi i by 1
the company. Between May and July 1898 ok < :1?12’:;?: !llmdfert::lken l;g ,"‘L__.
. ' was devoted . N

urveyors at the desire

not only had it Heen

moving. - They wired on

note for last vear’s g

INZ a separate Junction a mile or /' |/

of work. It seeméd.

- notice;-and- if once
ment of India have not- -

i TP I AR LTS

L

r

/

»

Y ".'
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December 19th to the effect that it is believed to be impossible to sanction work
owing to the action of the Madras Government in suggesting an alternative route
which has prevented the passing of orders and the sending of the project forward to
the Secretary of State. They Wired_ again on January 3lst, 1899, to say that a
despateh about the Madura-Pamban line had gone home. .
Meanwhile, the Company’s Agent reports that he ean spend Rs. 40 lakhs in
1899-1900 if allowed to go ahead and /send home indents now, and in our letter to
the Government of India, No. 293 Ry., dated 15th March 1899, we strongly urged
that at least Rs. 20 lakhs should be allotted pending the receipt of formal sanction to
the entire line after submission of complete plans and estimates on the new alignment.
F4 it has, as a-fact,-been-decided thah ‘the South I—ndmn-vBaalwgy“n to be extended to
Pamban; it will be very important-if means cannotbe.contrived - to save valuable

-time- by sending forward -indents for English materials, and by aecquiring land.
| wherever there is no doubt about the alignment. As regards the question of change

i nt this Government is in a position to weigh, and has weighed, the evidence
?;:Eegx;n(l,est careful manner, and the Pmatter is one of whiel_l t'hgy.are in the best
position to judge, especially as in the perfectly open level plainj it is scarcely to be
xpected that comparative estimates will show much difference in cost of congtruetlon,
2ven if the balance of traffic advantages were not, as they undoubtedly are, in favo_qr
of the alignment now proposed. As this goes to press I learn that a grant of
ten lakhs has been allotted and that work may proceed. A ,
19. X. Travancore Branch of the South Indian Railway‘({ metre gauge, 103 miles.—
When my note for last year’s eonference was wribtten, the position of affairs in regard to
this important extension of the South Indian Railway Company’s system was that the

* terms proposed by the Government of India for the guarantee, construction and working

‘of the line had not yet been accepted by the South Indian Railway Company or by
o}fwﬂ'l[?mvancore Darbar.  We were able, however, to inform the Government of India,

~4n our letter No. 782 Ry, dated the 6th June 1895, that all difficulties had been cleared

away. The following 1s a summary of the agreed terms : —

(@) That the South Indian Railway Company should be enabled to raise the
whole of the money required for the construction of the entire line, at 21 per cent. in
sterling/under the guarantee of the Government of India. wht
| (6) That the Travancore Darbar should underwrite that guarantee to the extent
of the cost of the line in their own ten‘itory.l~ i e P

5 (¢) That the South Indian Railway Cowgy should workthe line on comple-
tion as a portion of its exisﬁnﬂg system, at the same rate of working expenses to gross -
earnings as obtains on their whole line lgclndlgg this and all future branches; the cost
of maintenance for two years after opening being gﬁgblt_ed to capital..i: ;.4 vy

That surplus profit should be divided, after deducting the share payable to

the South Indian Railway Company, ',quoted. at g?gut; one‘.s'ﬂ,_ e tween Government
and the Darbar in proportion to the mileage in their respective territories,
In that letter this Government urged on the Government of India that such
arrangement should be made as would allow thﬂffgﬂ‘{& Imw%y'"ﬂommy to
ise sufficient funds to allow of a vigorous ‘s‘m%’em&m ade Mlﬁhﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬂ_ﬂfk‘ of con-
;:m'otion, and with the completion of the survey of the hill aeetma,dumlgt&e working o

: -

898-99 : . T MR e R
seasoginiultaneonﬂly with our informing the Government of India of the acceptance by

d by the Company of the terms proposed, we alsormﬁomwﬁw@mhat tpn
gljvlgzgz‘;:nhad };eoepted‘ the Darbar’s decision to adhere to the nor thern route which

‘ is of the preliminary survey and estimate of 1895. Jb-is-the \
T ddortand, why, on our wiring to the Goverament of India on December 19th
easegyé to suggest that a small grant mlght be spent W h vantage before _ﬁhe om of
e belief that it would be “impossible to sanction work owing to action of

r the itin ts | e
eXpressing oo atin suggesting alternative routes which has prevented passing orders
Madsr:zd?xg;;mject to Secretar df State.” R"W“""ﬂmmwmmﬁ e
:(!)1 say that a despatch about the |

wo lines had gﬁn@‘%}?ﬁ% 1 t;:n ~only - e that
idered the two schemes to be so linked together that they could no ‘
they conslder;xi\t'a::core branch so long as there wasany question about the best route -

could not deal with

that for the | ch. Meanwhile, though none of the grant of Rs. 15,000 which
for tl;ﬁ of;egﬁ}ﬁ b;;: sﬁrvey in 18953,-599 was spent, preliminary arrangements have
was

)




6 '

been made and an estimate for a complete new survey  entire i ’ |

: ' 'y of the ent ) :
up to the Gr‘overrnm.ent of India for sanetion, amounting to Rs.n llré}Sl})[:)POhl:; beﬁp way
exce;ﬁ Bs].J 36,000 is for the central 24 miles of heavy ghit seetio’n R 73

s this note goes to press 1 learn that a grant of 7 lakhs‘ I

and that work may proceed. =Meanwhile, matters of alignment and g:?h:(;e[;r: lll;)t'ted
carefullvy attended to on the lines of a note forwarded with the Go\'ernmel;t of 1 gw‘g
letter No. 036 R.C., dated the 14th February 1899, et

20. X1. Trichinopoly-Pudukkottai-Thondi, wetre gauge, 86 miles —
noted last year that this project had been shelved, it (gméq 1’1p aga?:f lgf)r c(;‘:xlsti}lit::'fg .
soon after, in the form of a proposal from the Agent, South Indian Railway Com or
Wlt_h reference to the probably disastrous effects to his company of the shor?; 'circg)i?py’
which will take' place if ever the Tanjore Distriet Board terminus at Avad ’aa.rcovillr]’g
connected up with the Madura-Pamban line near Manamadura, The A e::lt wish 1;
fchat some of these effects should be staved off by influencing, in advance tghe dimrt'e(
in whieh progress should be made with railways passing through the Pudl;kkottair %1 S
Goyernment, however, decided that railway schemes in the area in question, espe _‘a]tle.
if like the Tanjore lines they are initiated by District Boards, must sland’or ptzjlld oi

their merits as openers-up of the country, rather than : ]
A up 0 e 3 according t
happen or not to short eircuit existing truni; lines. 1% WhaHE ey

21. X1I. Trichinopoly-Tirukkoylur chord line, tetre gauge, 90 miles.—The time i
not yet considered ripe for presenting this scheme. Colle%tofq,’ th(()a g::;fh Igtilij;ttx“:{miis
way Comp,a'ny, and the Madras Chamber of Commeree were asked three months a : t-
express t'hen' several opinions in regard to it, but except that the Collector of Ta.ﬁ st
has replied that he can offer no useful remarks about it, and that tI;e ('ha.mbejorei"
Commerce have approved of it, no other replies have as yet been received, | e

22. XII1I. Negapatam- Nagore, metre gauge, 4% miles.—This short :
South Indian Railway has been san’ctioned and the work is well in han?fteljxs;o?; fE)of rtt;hiz

being made to co-ordinate it with the new pier which G 3 i
- . iy Ao : p overnment has decided to

23. XIV. Madura Distriet ’I’ramwaiev'j&’ 8" gauge, 93 miles — A fter long negoeiation |

between the several parties interested in the proposal of i

Madras to promote and make the Ammayauaygkkﬁnur—Kur?xiv?rfr& i o

2' g gange, an grder under the Indian Tramways Act has/now
~*Fising the promoters to proceed with their enterprise. The follo
» tramways 1—

#th Tramway on the
beeq published autho-
wing are the projected

, . From Ammayanayakkanur station of the South India i
S/~ to Kotagudi, the foot of the Kanan Devan Hirl‘l %’Tgxg
Company’s rope airway £y Y

With a branch from Periy.a'kulan;,”mile"?z, to. Kisbiian al{out 53 miles.
tope, at the foot of the hill reund to Kodaikanal 5 nama:ﬁl;’: 5

From near Theyi, mile 39, to Uttamapalaiyam .,, s
With power to extend at any future time fryom Uttamape-\i;;iy:}::) 1:2 =
Kuruvanath, to the foot of the Periyar waterfall, and to the

Madara District Frontier in the Periyar neighbourhood , about

£h ]

154
" - Total 63~ ;]Te:.
——

A member of the firm of promoters has reeently pro o
view to launching the project on the London marke{.P T(ileggee‘iistoe?;ghnd s
hope that] provided only it is construeted on economical linesy and t ga tGl'ez;;son to
mistake is not made of engineering it from London and of overburden the fatal
Engligh maiienals, it will be a very successful enterprise. India hasmngtlll? e
learn from Kurope about the building of efficient and economical light nothing to
very much the reverse. 1gut railways, but

24, XV. Mutupet-Avadaiyarcoil Rarlwa ‘ Y g :
extension of the 'l‘an]!:n'e District Board’s linesyi,s ?éﬁ'flmg:gg :’u:v5 miles.—This proposed
that work might have been begun on a nine mile section of it v?i-sm 1t was hoped
surveyed and estimated, because the money was available with fhlc . d already been
no yesponﬂbﬂlty would fall on the Government of India Thv \ G?WDM'not Board, and
desired that surveys and estimates should be made for the wh:;l 45 ernment, however,
was begun on a part of it. 1t would be a very great advan tag: o lgligs before iva:;l;

y ways «

=
ad f

7

1d only consent to divest themselves of all responsibility

1 -ament of India wou gl .
the Government o and expenditure on this railway whieh involves them in

for the alignment, engineering
no financial respo nsibility. A |
o5. XVI. Kurnool Branch, etre gauge, 32 miles.—No progress has been made
durin the year, so far as is known here, in the negoclatng{for the construction of this
hgneeded branch of the Southern Mahratta Railway, although it is understood that
?t“;fas been estimated that a light railway sufficiently good for all probable requirements

might have been made for Rs. 25,000 per mile; with traffic prospects of Rs. 40 to

Rs. 50 per week. ' .
weige: XVIL Bezwada-Masulipatam, tetre gauge, 50 miles.—So far as this Govern-
ment is aware the scheme for extending the Southern Mahratta Railway into ther heart
¢ the Bastern Kistna dolta is still in abeyance. It is understood that the Government
of |ndia are waiting to see what will be the tendency of the flow of traffic, now that
:hrough communication with Madras has been opened up. This Government’s conten-
tion has always been thatieven if the Madras merchants with their powers of orgam}-l
sation should be the first 'to enter the delta, their profits are of not nearly 8o mn;:l
importance in the interests of the Presidency in general as that the merchants of the
gamine tracts of Bellary and Kurnool should get in ‘touch, during years of plg:rt‘y,
with the producers and merchants of the Kistna delta. Native petty grain merc ‘_h{s
in this part of India are so constituted that, unless they are offered every possible
tacility of communication, famines will ecome g-buw_d again ‘“,“i again before the grain
has learnt how to flow spontaneously in the direction where Government desires it to
flow. Government therefore wishes to extend the metre gauge Sop_them Mg.hra_tta
Railway from Bezwada into thoe heart of the Kastern 'Kistua delta, in order that the
raffic officers of thé railway maylin the interests of their lme"ie:z(}eayonr in every way
to foster a trade between the tracts of plenty and of scarcity. Ldis view of the matter
has been constantly urged on the Government of India singe I \thmk 1891. -
. 97. X VIII. Mangalore exlension; Wetre gauge, «100@73’1@;.4—:—{-‘1‘-]10‘ Agent;-M@ms
Railway Company, has recently been in correspondence with the Consulting Engineer
for Railways about making a survey to Mangalore from Cannanore. The country wants

! - ) ‘ L
opening up badly, bat the wmetre gauge 1s amply good enough for the PRIPose ;. aad
ygt it feems as if either the broad gauge must be adopted or the rallway belett

unmade, unles the Madras Railway Company’s offer to convert their short se
west of Podanurjand so complete a_self contained metre system with West

ports for their trade outlet, is accepted, or until on the termination of i:)?ht'ﬂommy_?s ’

agreement in 1907 Government is ina pos.i_tion' tot; narty.ot_,lt th?; oon:gm_top.l . ‘31 unclqr-

stand that the Mysore Government are very anxious to reopen the &g&pn‘ of com-

th ) ; 1:ve also that
:

munication between their plateau and the Port of e. T'beli
to connec

those interested will soon move 1n the mutter of a hghtlim Tellicherry

with Coorg. ot A ap b AN Ay 30 il ol S QU -

98. XIX. Berhampur-Russelkonda branch, 2 8" gauge.—As a pre rable alter-
}atidn to the proposed connection of Gogalpﬂp;‘ th the East Coast Ra way by a
branch railway, this Government, in June 1898, suggested to the C ;‘;g;mmam.. of
Tndia that a feeder to the East Coast Railway on %he - gauge from uaae]kqn‘dn‘
through Goomsoor and Aska to Berhampur would have many advantages. The

Government of India therefore in November 1898 ordered the M
Coast Railway to have a survey and a careful @W‘MWW‘
Thas been heard about the matter. - A Mand;f@me countr)

the proposed line, and there seems to be a possibility of its I
to join the Bengal-Nagpur iQ@mpmy::'msym_fmﬂl@W
" 99, XX. Vizianagram-Raipur Railway/metre
forence of 1898 was written we have heard no ‘more a
survey for this proposed railway. It isa line wh ch is
or later, and 1 should suppose that it will pay {0 buik
‘Doubtless the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company will ¢
Secretary of State. That is why this Government wo
and not Khunda Road, being the point of contae
and the Southern (or ‘Madrus-wards) Agencies for W
With such an arrangement ‘nothing ean prevent Vizag
effective and important port. . o higew F

oY
.’f‘} b Bl
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8 o ; APPENDEX 4. — 901-1902. i
Lt . APE d on Railways to the end of 1
! > i S & 2 : it incurred on :
p 0. XX7 Parl[_th”zedz Light Raz'{'wag/’ B s 95 & . “SratemeyT showing expenditure to be in o S Forecast for
ment has beep maturing an grqop under the 1, 7e) Miles.—While this Govepy. 8 hoproximate] & iladget | s
y advanned and obt . amw ot and F L vern o cost, accord- | estimal 00. | 1900-1901 | 1901-1902.
' Alld obtaining the Governmen of India’s op; Providing fo,. objectiong £ Length | 515"t latest | 1899-1900. .
made, the Rajah of Parlakimeg; has beey, uiet] e allowing this line ¢, be g | Railway. 43 R i G
material ang rolliug-smek and the C'Ollstl’u(-tioue Y goin on  with the Purchase of i miles, Rx. ;
ltr;a;m:;a.}r. The grder wij 10w at onee he de ahg u:he "04d parg of his intended
ittle delay in the completion of thjg interestiy g little lilfp #d there ought to be very 1. FROM IMPERIAL FUNDS.
& s cx or Mamx Line Coxpaxies. e b
Tue Ligyyp FEgpgg Fayiyg R“LW” it (ii) Bx A“;‘:,,«ndarmumﬁm]; 9 97 3 4253,?,3‘; l,},z;m 1,00,000 | 2,20,000
s = I v -Nagore Brano ; 102 it et ,00,060
X |- % H=The Government of India haye ever replieq R ﬁﬁ“&f}“‘m@n (British sec- = 6 | 60000 | 70,000 | 80,000 | 1 ‘ 2
i 8 ‘):i (;g;igovernmgn;t bm the Revenye DePaI‘Ument;p B th’i’}]le‘ffer addresseq to them Do. Tif.;:‘)"’nya"fl,"” - | 2 g g
| f a very deli : ’, a $lons ; ! |
7 45 miles ‘ip Ieﬁgth, frﬁlr:tiaﬁ::gf] :?a::; H;ide oft:.,x short l'éle:f : mu?g;}?‘f hl?g :)f L35 01D GUARARSRED COMEARIRS 3 FabE
“ famine distriets, Thed six schemes wep. - CTEAIN Ghjef Centreg of L 0 g £ BARITA ; 00,400 |  1,00,000 | 1,31,
€re. of di trlbut i . nder construction. 7,317,600 2,00, 1,00,000 ’
: request that go much of the amine ImsurmweI;:P';l nfto ard fo Considerggion V\:lf)tlllx 1;1 174 mf;;“bl‘ﬁm_mmm gg o 1,92,000 3 . EPh it
! residency’s dye might be allotteq at the ratg of perhas Might Considereq o gl e ot (Nilgiriel® :
] 01'1 SIX years, ,OF expenditure op the eonstruet;'on of%}:’ 10 S Per annyy, for five - A : ® I do not know why this item is 5o elaseil ’
8e ec_ted was 2 /,“a g&uge amply sufﬁcmg for all = o 8 O8en Hij ! f]be gauge 1 = iﬁw - Q [t f :
3 Y SR VR s g 225 be as woll to ta) the present opporfp e Which the |; Fopiens ef ‘ : f recommended gince 1895-96, for early co L L L
5 [ erument of Indig on ¢he subjeet § ds this go0a fo 1‘11111 ¥ to aggin add theg::?/ / y R, . L recommended since. o e ST O R T
g sancuonegi the Survey of one of the lineg/anq S OWever, T learn that they }, : SraTEMENT showing outside the | Liinisina N - T
‘ ompany’s Agent b asked to e allowed 1o g 20 i € Madpyg RZH g R A , s = : Appetil BaSITEAIIL I
the Consulting neer, B : i BUT Vi Atiother, pry 48 Railw e e Lon8h | mate aost | :
¥ g g eer, Oﬂlbay, about md’l(‘ll] th e 1 have addre 3 Railwa " Rx. ——
| ompany to survey the remaining fouy, & the Southg 0 Mahpy Bauw”:yd ' - & ‘“u“l e ik
‘, f : TR EE =0 PR 1 By VR _",‘“‘1 VY B g il
! Fioures 1y 15 Fix ' rortperiee 8 i e 4 IR AT e s mi?;%ts{‘uﬁ b i
: ANCIAL Srareypyy Fo 1899_19 ] &W put forward sinoe 1897-98, and | [ odb 1nd el s WSRO BN ST Governmen¥
: % 39 I . o e . 3 . ‘ OOL . - ('3. New project F"W nﬂnmﬂﬂﬂ- v .: e '%2% ' i AR ” 7,‘1.‘_; L‘_ L l L -4 i
: =+ "1l paragraphg 928 and 20 of the Fmancials nt f; : g peatud il SR ‘ﬁ;&m‘ﬁhw-wﬁqa) ST O SRR R T M '..8»1&?’4'@'l‘-’““‘*-;‘-:’“‘.“""‘,.. ;
! heading Railway Construclio, | find that g e o B or 1899_; 900, Ry ik e, 4 ‘Tinnevelly-Quilon ( i s sty il b st b oty o T s i
fi plated allotting the following capital grante to raiiwava 0aneig] oo e e & m;‘af;m':; @“f""”,,m S ol " 17 | 8,365,000 | Completed but W asit was
'." directly luterested, for expendityre during the em-rent*ﬂmcialhlcb this Preg don ”'?t: e Metupollium (Nilgiris) .. o2 | opened. ,
' v AR ye&jl':’\ i'f%l.:r[;*-'s o :
R RO L N 405 i e
) Emenditure by State Agen,uyﬁ l”;_dﬁ’%“;. r“m' LM L, ey : A = .-‘ﬁr_. . % . P v kO ".‘;_ ¢
Ve 0'}3:41 & = v : STATEMENT s&ﬁG:M'°”'Wan@‘@“ s
Lines under congtryofipn... " ey = 40,000 (a) & 0 S
gezw a-Madras ,, o 30 i kds T i e | Length
. odavari bridge .. v et ~igii 200'0"0 (b) : Railway. v
Ezpenditure by Agency of Companies— T B s
‘Open lings— Vi — 2 R ) ~ L
South Indj . I Br Buaxca Liva Coweawims. | ¥
in:su ungglf'l l(:3":11;(:111‘;&011----“. i e 80,000 (@) (ﬂlﬁmhfﬁmvlﬂwh
adura-Pambay, ,_, By PO g i wnder consideration.
i evelly-Quilon i .'.'.' ’" 1;:;’*&?; 4 .(5;‘,“_;1_‘!:‘ i " P branch
Bependiture by old Guarantasq Companies— ] “, Bie ot '
4 b diss i1 o I ol L
Ophe[n dimogas o7 0y ) ‘ : ST 4 T S
5dm wos e e et i : TR A .“7_&:‘1}.#‘
Extension&__v._‘ ‘ ; g s ™ cee 601000' S (,) Wbt i gl B0
.Calieut~0aumnore Fite e 200,400 “) iterdy i i
.y 3 v o o' 3 4
With the administration of items (q) (8) 4 . e q
' » (0) and ¢). this Goye R
concerned. 'Ite.mvs_;_ (@) and (9) represent merely the(!Z'st‘:&I - .,:';";""?Eiﬂ F?t.dlw'%‘ly
open lines of railway.” 7y, only itemg Tepresenting gopyq) i extensiong of
struction of lines under our administratioy are . m&h&‘,,"f and Progress of con- |
show that it is intended ¢, allot for expendiyye during the ¢ (€), .gf) and (7), which Y
she Madura-Pamban, 7 lakhy g gp Tinuevelly. Quiloy g0+ "rrent year 10 lakhs for
Calicut-Cannanore, ERTL I o ‘b"“t_'ﬂo lakhs for the
: +33. In his memorandum iy
Works Member
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Read the following papers :—

Letter from the Government of India, dated 1st March 1899, No. 018 R.P. ' e e
Note by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras, for the Railway Conference of 1899,

dated 26th April 1899,

b

Orper—No.  Ry., dated  April 1899. g+ e
The Government of India will be addressed. ' “' h:’. !
(Hero enter No. Ry, dated  April 1699.] "
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Public Works Department,
Railway Branch,

\VERNMENT or INDIA,
PusLic Works DEPARTMENT,

sfore the 15th of May, for new lines not yet
 als, or fresh information, in connection with
~ #d for consideration at past conferences.
e a note by this Government’s Consulting
aral projects which are of interest to this
preference — an order approved
“ﬂ-wa I s i 1, '1. e 4
e present occasion, in accordance with the
, either to submit proposals for new lines,
esh information in connection with projects
Jis Excellency the Governor in Council con-
r addressing a general letter to the Govern-
5 yet to be built, in which this Presidency

1, , dated the lst March 1899, this Govern-

" )

Ny

4 ¥
f

Ived, with much _satisfaction, the intimation
3, dated the 24th April 1899, that funds to
1 for the Madura-Pamban line and that work
' 5 finished and it is expected that sufficient
s Government of India to enable orders to
. There is reason to believe that work on
‘e than will be practicable if grants for the
; the Hon’ble Sir A. Trevor’s memorandum

1899-1900, viz., 10, 10, and 22 lakhs; and
o the case, the Government of India may see
xtension of the South Indian Railway to be

by His
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i a8 tho WF’& memorandum Just

‘ estimated cost

pany to raise

written by the Durbar.
gection it 18 most ¢
the Travancor: sec
allow of. There i
British section ngh t Wi
be reported on later on. "A
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enabled to raise su men% ea
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0 ~~—#19. This Government
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4 %, No. Ry, §

11. Reading, however, between the li i
permitting of thé\construction of the northe
this Government understands that althongh,’
ment of India interd to decline the Mag
their Podanur-Calicut section in return for &
and working of the Dindigul and Mysore b1
as the proper thing to do.\ His Excellen by
that this at least is the Government of I
version may be looked on as heing like
ghare. In this connection it naturally |
\intention not to increase the valug of
par of having eventually to pay a:hi
infention to depreciate the value of
its present market value may eventually
rise inits value would be to allow the
to Mysors.City »ia Erode and Nanjangod
Railway ebher to short-circuit the Ma
now travels »iz Bangalore and Jal
pany to adoptirates lower than the «
whieh, under their contract, as this Go
ing and which they can quite safely
Similarly, thongh in @ ]esser degree, to
Indian Railway Company wouls
though not, probably, te reduc
surplus profits, appears to he i
in general, than by fluctations

12. It was considerations
ith the Madras Railway Com
of_their contract, while gaini
extension policy practically
Indisp Ruilway Company’s sy
own, which induced this Go
they have not been fortunate
approval, hin th

ot contain within
future and ‘would, if accepted
in the way of the proper developn
country south and west of the

Directors of the Madras Rail
of State, No. -, dated
take over and work, on sul



fat

A i

No. Ry.,
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¥4 In conclusion I am directed to explain
mary to do so in the annual conference letter,
this letter which do not come strietly within ¢}
in your circular letter No. 018 R.P., dated
deemed expedient to deal with those matters
may not come within the scope of the business
Government of India may have before them, i1
Government’s railway policy. That policy may

I. The evolution, so far as existing con
uniform meter gauge netw:;'i of
following exceptions : () the
the Madras-Bombay standard
Bangalore and Jalarpet- Poflianu
bility of the Erode-Podanur,
section being converted to met

II. The furnishing of this network ¢
aid of private enterprise or
important trading centresjan:
shall have been brought wi
water carriage, of a railway

Such being the design which he has in vi
he desires steadily to aim, His Excellency t
his recommendations towards the attainmi
of the Government of India. .

Oo0TACAMUND,
26th April 1899.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS, y

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT i

Railway. \ Lerme—iron

; : Read the following papers :— E i : Q

Letter from the Government of India, dated 1st March 1899, No. 018 R.P : &% it
Note by the Gonsulting Engincer for Railways, Madras, for tho Railway 2 3
dated 26th April 1899. 725 °°“f°’°n°° of 1896,

Francis J. E. Serine, Ese., CLE, g Uri
Joint Seeretary to the Govemnigﬁf of Mddﬂ?'i ; ‘
P Public Works Depariment,

OrpEr—No. ﬂé’ Ry., dated@zlpm.

The Goverlliment of India will be addressed.
g [Here enter No. f;ti Ry., dated 9@ %89‘9.]
| (True Extract,)

Tue SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNEENT WIfA, « _

~ PusLic WoRrES DEPARTME:

I

SIR, p . | H :“' :

Tn your Cirealar lotter, No. 018 R.P., dated th
ment was directed to submit proposals, before the |
considered, as well as any further proposals, or
projects which have already been subm;lhwd;for

Fraxcis J, E. Serine,
Joint Seeretary.

b 3

’ . : 2. Inreply Tam directed to enclose a note
P " Engineer for Railways, reviewing the s
By L3 Presidency, and placing in an order of
i lency the Governor in Council—those projects of whos
i period there would appear to be some prospect.
o e 3. Although not in a position on the present oc
et * request contained in your letter under reply, either
G or to put forward further proposals or fres mation
B ' ~ already considered at past conferences, His Excellency |
A < ~ siders this to be a suitable opportunity for
e Y , ment of India on the subject of Railwa;
; 1 | 4, This Government has ]
o conveyed in your telegram
.}-"___: ) ‘
» 18 hﬂpedr thﬂﬂi, b g
|  SHS d 5t as early a date as
i 3 o Ariiern g _g‘..;;é' P R S S
1 : Exi. T. KjFanyaos Aiyangar.  © | RS Rk 56
& i
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of its shares, it will have done so by good management, and not by the adoption W B AL o) Kioet. oy e Rl o e e A AR e 1 oo 0 68 ok 1Y
Of Bl.lch a4 measure as that now I'Bfel‘l'ed to. 3 19 .f*i‘“' { . ;' ‘j;'\‘._‘.’i 1 ' o _‘;.‘,T'l R |‘,. & B8 ﬁ_!’ﬁ\'_‘?v::irh;‘;f -‘.5_“ 3 'i‘];Lj'v'- R &i'j' 3
11. In conclusion I am directed to explain that, because it has become custom- ' ; ‘
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ary to do so in the annual conference letter, many matters have been touched on in
this letter which do not come strictly within the terms of the instructions contained :
in your circular letter No. 018 R.P.,, dated the lst March 1899; yet it has been
deemed expedient to deal with those matters in a general letter, even though they
may not come within the scope of the business of the couference, in order that the
Government of India may have before them, in one view, the general lines of this
Government’s railway policy. That policy may be briefly described as follows :—
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L. The evolution, so far s existing conditions may permit, of g great and i ‘:ﬁ Jehg ol ailt om0 Ml Sguel DERbasth.

uniform meter gauge network of railways for Southern India with the *‘ 1 Ly il b dani e oot E-isg
following exceptions: (z) the Calcutta-Madras standard gauge road, (b) i SR ST :

& s ot g o hariaugaa (e 0 mp‘ﬁix‘{‘;{jp&f ,
¥ "'ﬁ{w- "t:«'r_;“r_‘m‘! ‘11:1;5_31\’;3: 5 ’J"&f.ﬂﬂ 4 W'a ,
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1n]

the Madras-Bombay standard gauge roud, (¢) the Arkonam-Ja “
Bangalore and Jalarpet-Podanur :gandud gatzge roads (with t'}y_;h;,ori:'i;.
bility of the Erode-Podanur section being converted to metre gauge),

IT. The furnishing of this network of trunk lines with cheap feeders, with the
aid of private enterprise or of District Boards or of State funds, until all
uzportant trading centres and food distribution centres in the Presidency
shall have been brought within 25 miles carting, or its equivalent in
water carriage, of a railway station. :

Such being the design which he has in view and towards the furtheranee of which
he desires stﬁl}r to aim, His Excellency the Governor in Council ventures tohope that

his recommendations towards the attainment of it may obtain the support of the
Government of India. , e

| | W
I have the honour to be, -
Sir, Ty,
Your most obedient servant,

Ooracamunp,

qﬂ; dxt May 1899,
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Letter, No. : _;'\".; Ry-, 57 e

THE RAILWAY CONFERENCE OF 1899.

Note by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.

1. 1 am unable to report that very good progress has been made- in railway
matters in this Presidency during the year ending 31st March 1899. ‘The southern
950-mile section of the Tast Coast Railway has been opened for traffic, and when the
arrangements NOW being matured on paper for bringing that railway into the Madras
Railway Company’s Central station, and into touch with the South Indian Railway on

+ the Madras Beach, shall have been brought to a practical issue, there will have been

* secured to the public a very distinct gain in facility of communication and transport.
T do not think that development has=been appreciably impeded by our failure—for I
take it that we have failed —to gain the Government of India’s acceptance, within the
next few years, of our metre gaugg conversion and extension poliey for the Madras
Railway. The only line whose progress might have been affected by these negocia-
tions is the Calicut-Cannanore ; but judging from the state of progress of the work
on its first 26 miles, and taking into account the immense improvements affected by

more careful survey on its remaining 34 miles, I do not consider that progress has
been in any way less active than if the gauge controversy had not arisen. Negocia-
tions for the remaining lines of the group concerned with this Government’s metre

gauge proposals are not in so forward a state as to have been affected one way or the
other.

. 9. Tt is true that if we had permitted ourselves to drift on with the serious
mistake of allowing the North Vaigai route to be accepted for/the Madura-Pamban
line, we might possibly before now have been placed in funds for its construction ;
but a permanent and baleful error in location would have been a heavy price to pay
for securing the opening of the branch a few months sooner than we shall now secure
its opening on the proper alignment, It is not easy to understand how it came to pass
that the fact of our having suggested certain alterations in the Madura-Pamban route
should have had the indirect result of the Secretary of State not being addressed
until, apparently, January 1899 in regard to] the Tinnevelly-Quilon project ; for it
was early in June 1898 that we told the Government of India that all difficulties
about the latter project had been removed, route settled, and terms accepted by all
concerned. As this goes to press I learn that sanction has been accorded to the
commencement of work on both these important extensions, and that grants have been
allotted to them. )

\
3. To five more of the railways dealt with in the following notes it will be
_unnecessary for me again to refer, when I shall have explained that No. I, the Calicut-
Cunnanore is in full swing of construction ; that 11, the Arcot-Ranipet is open for
traffic ; that I1I, the Madras Harbour siding, and X111 the Negapatam-Nagore exten-
sion, are under construction ;and that in anticipation of an issue of an order for its
equipment with rails under the Tramways Act the Rajah of Parlakimedi has made
good I;ogress with the road which is to become the Parlakimed Tramway, scheme
No. XXI. ‘ _

4. We have heard nothing lately about VIII, the (oonoor-Ootacamund extension
of the Nilriri Railway : the little Salem branch, V11, of the Madras Railway is to be
gurve sed very soon: it is believed, although no information in regard to their proxgresa
bas been furnished to us by the Government of India, that the surveys of XIX, the
Berhampore- Russelkonda branch, and if XX, the Vizianagram-Raipur line, are in
proge 2ss : XV, the Mutupet-Avadyarcoil line is also in the “survey stage, and when
sanctioned the Tariore District Board can raise capital and amngetobnﬂdlt without
rer=onsibility to the Government of India. A member of the Firm of Promoters has

o to England to endeavour to launch X1V, the section of the Madura District
Tramway Company’s lines called the Ammayanayakianur- Kuruvaneth Tramway. Little
remains now to set IV, the Shoranur- Cochin, going except the general sanetion of the
\ Government of India, for the necessary funds will be provided by the Uochin State.

5. Of the remaining seven lines, XI, the 'Tricﬁzfmgrgly-'%ndi,“is' temporarily
ghelved ; XII, the Trichinopoly- Tirukoilur is not ready to go forward ; and XVIII, the
Baliapatam-Mangalore, has not b"ngs,n surveyed, though an application has been made

that it be surveyed.

i
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6. The four remainine schemes are V, the P ;
AT % )
Erode ; XVI1, the Kurnool l?)mﬂcb, and XV’I I, theoBtga;gZ&gglsztﬁrzb;m?”d‘

7. Were I asked to place the various schemes in order o i
. 5 il ' f r i
:EEUII'E e:ld:iggy a:s“il?ﬁll :“fs‘e“ 1“3‘9 arrangements being made for starfl!:g v:'olrll?l:);rt:;:i t(I)
o s e w.ith lrsthonnt from consideration the following seven sehem,es
Quilon, which have just } D ooldnthe ﬂ{adura-Pam[,-a,,’ and X, the Zinnevelly-
f&if wa of bei oo )eg_n arranged for ; 1V, the Shoranur. Cockin ,becz seit isina
y eng started, without aid from the Government of Indi,a wkixzsg lgelfmral
Y
VILI, the Ootacamund extension of the Niluirs 7
G it oo s e Tl f s e L
Tonds Cl,)ecause s éai' © Opportumty to go on the market: X] thePZ'rzfchino o/y}'r
because its projeet is n(:jt - llfrgency about it: XII, the Trz}:/;?wpoly'Yh'rukgi’lﬁf'
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. - ) € mus 1
bt oy VI o Bl s e o
yhore Jarbar are believed to be again moving in regar; t:?\'oj eXXtIe I
] : 5

which would be a most useful Ii i
' , ne. Ti ' SHhibe 5 :
by sl it d B, oStidan ey bexe five schemes referreq 1, n paragraph 3

completed, cause they are all well in hand or have been
8. There now remain e :
PRl main eight schemes which I would arrange in the following
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Order of Note by |
preference, Consulting Name of acheme. ‘
Engineer, i i i
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i e ;‘r"g:“‘o" only wanted to lagin work with the
‘ | Tendsavailable. N inli X
i ! 0 responsilnlity falls on Govern-
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hereafter to the metre-gauge, 48 Velng used, with a view to conversion

built with a formation widhaf 16' g reL 12ic®, With these”orders, tha ling j being

fit to earry broad gauge gif.dem. The q“ésh,P]?tes ofeulvertg and bridges being made

the attention of the Madras Railway Comp;:;l,:fE m‘xz; ;:yk is ho?&?&%
L . iy 3y “te”poat‘,“_,.
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no second-hand material available. A report of my latest inspection of this extension
will be found in Government Proceedings, No. 459 Ry., dated the 23rd April 1899.

‘ 11. II. Areot-Ranipet Railway, standard gauge, 41 miles.—This little branch
of the Madras Railway has been completed, and was opened for traffic on the 17th
April 1899. Its prospects of traffic are mot as good as was expected, because the
Ranipet Sugar Works have recently been partially shut down.

12. II1. Madras Harbour sidings, standard gauge, 1 mile—This temporary scheme
for bringing passengers of the Madras and South Indian Railways to a joint plat-
form oppusite the City and Harbour of Madras was satisfactorily matured during the
year, and is now in a fair way to completion. It seems not unlikely too that the
great convenience of a transhipment of goods, notably coal and paddy, may also be
‘arranged for.

13. IV. Shoranur-Cochin Railway, Metre guuge, 64 miles—Negociations for start.
ing work upon this important feeder to the Madras Railway seem now at last to be
very close to maturity, His Highness the Rajah of Cochin has decided to provide
the whole of the capital necessary to construct the 64 miles of line on the metre gauge
at a cost roughly estimated at Rs. 60 Jakhs. Improvements in the alignment are
still going on, and it is intended that they should continue to go on even after con-
struction is sanctioned. Permission has been received from the Government of India
for the commencement of work on the first 30 miles. At a conference recently held at
Cochin at which were present the Resident, the liwan, and the Consulting Engineer,
rious matters were agreed to, and the Durbar will soon address Government with
finite proposals. The question of payment of compensation on account of land to be
acquired for the Cochin State Railway in the State of Travancore is under settlement
in the Political Department. A report of my recent inspection of this line will be
found with G.0., No. 496 Ry., dated the 28th April 1899, '

14. V. Podanur-Dindigul Railway, Melre gauge, 118 miles.—Since the date of
my memorandnm for the 1598 conference, nothing has oceurred in the history of this
project. It forms an integral part of the metre gauge metwork of railways which
¥ | this Government has strongly pressed on the Government of India as being necessury
i} for the proper development of the trade of the parts of the Indian Peninsula lying

~_south and west of the Mysore plateau. This Government holds the opinion that
(B &F “railway development in the tract in question is seriously hindered by the existence of
5 | a comparatively short piece of broad gauge railway between Podanur and Calicut,

. and that if this piece were converted to the metre gauge—a step to which its owners,

T the Mad»«s Railway Company, have consented on certain conditions—railway develop-

ment in several directions might receive an important impetus, A branch running
B south-eastwards from Podanur station of the Madras Raﬂway thrm{g alarg”etmct

§ - q

-

on the South Indian Railway, formed one &%&emetre ‘gagge'iii'anohgs
e Government proposed to entrust to the Madras Railway ﬁquw,}{iﬂ ‘gﬁl
e & years of its contract in return for its agreeing to immediate vert

: Jeboi -f?!
| 0 i y convert the Podanur
. Calicut section. It is understood that proposals for eomvﬁngﬁtﬁem he :
& - a end of this important feeder of the western section tﬂ’-i{lw adras Rai my e
- South-West line, on the metre gauge (just as the Cochin feeder is to be on

: auge), may shortly be expected from the Company’s Agent. b
: - 15. VL Erode-Nanjangod, Metre gauge, 115 mile —The survey
been completed, and plans and sections, with preliminary
expected from the South Indian Railway 'C‘o any w
This, with the short extension frqua an ’p to My:
forming part of the West Podanur metre gange netye
anxious to see made over to the Madras Railwa
~ unless given this and the Podanur-Dindigul lin
_ consent to the conversion of the short section of their
~ Calicut, which stands so seriously in the way of the develog
tracts south and'weat-‘qftheMyMﬁ;m@@;:@-‘gs juuge a
| ekl roquirenente; St AT i B SRS
16, VIL Salen-Shaarogs, % O gauge, § mies.—Tn Noven
Tt T e s oy g s byt i
 anarrow 2 6" or 2 0" gauge branch line from Salem sta

el

: of fertile and prosperous trading country, past several large towns, towards Di digul &




LT L

4

Yercaud ghat, a distance of 8 mile.s. I have recently proposed that to complete the

roject it might be as well to enquire into the prospects of an airway, from bui.tom.of
ghét to Yercaud, to be worked by the Madras Railway Company in connection with
their braneh line.

17. VIII. Coonoor-Ootacamund (Nilgiri) Railway, Metre gauge, 111 miles.—
The opening for public traffic of the Mettupalaiyam-Coonoor section, which it was
hoped might be effected in November 1898, has not yet taken place, because the line
was very much knocked to pieces by the north-west monsoon of 1898. It is now
hoped that it will be ready for opening some time before the south-west monsoon of
1899, viz., early in June next. Arrangements have been made for its being worked
by the Madras Railway Company. Nothing is known here about the progress of
negociations with the Company for extending their railway from Coonoor to Ootaca-
mund since the Secretary of State was addressed by the Government of India on the
subject in July 1898. The latest estimate of the cost of the 11}-mile extension from
Coonoor to Uotacamund is Rs. 19,19,000 inclading interest during construction.
Governmentj. however, will not be concerned in the cost of any part of the Nilgiri
Railway for the guarantee of the extension will presumably be of the same nature as
that for the Mettupalaiyam-Coonoor section, v 12., & guaranteé of gross receipts.

18. IX. Madura-Pamban, Metre gauge, 100 miles.—My note for last year’s
conference, on the subject of this important extension of the South Indian Railwayy
ended with the Board’s acceptance of the condition that the Travancore branch and
the Pamban branch must both, and net the hetter paying one only, be undertaken by
the company. Between May and July 1898 much careful consideration was devoted
to the question whether the route taken by the preliminary surveyors at the desire
of this Government of a few years ago was the right route, Further inquiries were
made and after a most ecareful weighing of all the evidence the conclusion was come
to, a conclusion fully concurred in by the Member of His Excellency’s Council who
was responsible for the rodte previously tuken, that it would be right to branch off from
the south end of Madura station instead of forming a separate junetion a mile or
two north of it, and to follow what is known as the Et)llth‘\’znigai route, serving the
Sivaganga Zamindari by a short branch line. The conclusion thus arrived at was
conveyed to the Government of India 'in this Gevernment’s letter, No. 969 Ry., dated
28th July 1898, with a summary of the chief reasons which influenced this Govern-
ment in 1ts change of policy ; but natarally, in such a letter, it was not possible to
give a tithe of the evidence on which the conelusion had been based. In the same
letter the Government of India were pressed to allow the projected extension to be
financed as an integral part of the South Indian Railway. They were also begg(‘d
to, if possible, allot a grant so as to allow of a commencement of workl It seemed
not unreasonable to hope that a grant might be made, because not only had it been
practieally decided that Pamban must-be connected with Madara, but also a e(mm.der'
able mileage of the original line remained unaltered, and the alteration proposed might

well te 1 o%ed on merely as a diversion searcely necessitating the project being
treated as an entirely new one, :

This view of the matter, howeveér, did not commend itself to the Government of
India, who in their letter, No. 1356 R.C., dated the 17th September 1898, replied that,
inasmuch as this Government had altered its views as to the proper route to be
adopted, they would wait for new plans and estimates. They at the same tume
conveyed to us the welcome decision ‘that the extension of the South Indian Railway
to Pamban would be treated as an integral part of that eystem instead of 8o
important a section of the through line of the Future between Ingia and Ceylon being
made over to a branch line Company, thus accepting the strong recommendation
made to them from time to time by this Government. Since that date a Burtv_z
party has been organized, and the work of surveying and stakin% out the new alterna‘I ;
and the branch, and re-staking out the unaltered part of the alignment has been ﬁerc};
nearly completed. The Government' of India wired on December 19th to the ? i
that it is believed to be impossible to sanction work owing fo the actmﬂvt"d ihia
Madras Government in suggesting an alternative route which has prevented *

passing of orders and the sending of the projeet forward to the Secretary of State,ge=—

They wired again on Januury 3ist, 1899, to say that a despatch abont the’Mad“n‘-

Pamban line had gone home.

E

s

j_’.

oy
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: Meanwhile, the Company’s A

. in 1898-99 was spent, preliminary arrangements have been made an,
' a complete new survey of the entire line has been sent up to the Gover

£ ' As this note goes to press I learn thata oﬁ"m

1899-1900 if allowed to go ahead and to send home inde

the Government of India, No. 293 Ry., dated 15th Ma:et; ilggé and in our letter to

weigh, and has weighed, the evidence in

one of which they are in the best position to judee especiall :
level plain it is scarcely to be expected tha%; cogm,pa rra).?ive ej;tg;gsthv:i ﬁel;ffctly open
difference in cost of construction, even if the balance of traffic advantages vf W much
as they undoubtedly are, in favour of the alignment now proposed, Asthiserﬁe ;uz;;
press I learn that a grant of ten lakhs has been allotted and that work may Pro%eed
19. X. Travancore Braneh of the South Indian Railway, Metre gange, 103 miles.—

When my note for last year’s eonference wodk written. 4l B €y 1
this important extension of the South Indian 'Ra.ilwa),7 Ce Position of affairs in regard to

2
,‘ terms proposed by the Government of India for the gua M o ot s thieh the

of the line had not yet been accepted by the South mg‘;‘; “ﬁ:ﬁt;l;ua;tion and working

the Travancore Darbar. We were able, however to inform t : s

in our letter No. 782 R_y., dated the 6th .’T une 189&’, that :n%a%gfg::mﬁt of 1I:a

away. The following is a summary of the agreed terms 1—' ad been cleared
(2) That the South Indian Railway Company shoul

whole of the money required for the construetion of the enti ,dm— be enabled ¢o raiso the

Company or by

sterling, under the guarantee of the Government of India. I‘me.,‘ o 2% per‘cent. T
(6) That the Travancore Darbar should underwrite that e e A B
of the cost of the line in their own territory. i #h?t,-;g‘?jl'alltee to the extent

(¢) That the South Indian Railway Company sh, ‘l" Teap S ' 1
ion as a portion of its existing system, at £he§m?£te°gfqv;§$ tb?é im.e on, imml’le- :
_earnings as obtains on their whole line including this and all fut: g expenses to gross

' of maintenance for two years after opening being debited ﬁmﬁﬁﬁlbmnﬁhﬁ?; ﬁhem
- (@) That surplus profit should be divided AStkr o G ] K Rt s

| the South Indian Reilway Company, quoted at éboubron:d]!mgbetwmthe e

.. and the Darbar in proportion to the wileage in their respective territories, 'mm"’ :

In that‘letter this G‘O\femlment urg;d Ontha Govem LU4 ! e el {1-1, t} iy
arrangement should be made as would allow the South Intfxla? pkfﬂ Inﬂmothat s;_zgh;f;
raise .suﬁclent funds to allow of a vigorous start being mademﬁhmwgy% N : tb ‘
straction, and with the completion of the survey.of the hill sectio ﬁ,igfhé of con- &

geason 1898-99.

Simultancously with our infarming the Government of Tndia of he arrrrr . -
the Darbar and by the Company of the terms proposed, WeoiisI:ai:fff *thegeepmwb
Government had accepted the Darbar’s decision to adhere to the homr ers emb 1t this .
formed the basis of the preliminary survey and estimate of 1895 s  rout  which - |
the Government of India on December 19th 1509 e “our wirir
be spent with advantage before the close of the Jrear pwu* Pk
branches, they replied on the same date expressing the beli.
“impossible to sanction work owing to action of Ma,
alternative routes which has prevented passing orders

£ 0

51 I,r-.'_"> 2t
2 g 'ers and sendin
of State.” However they again wired on Japqmyazgf' i Sl
the two lines had gone home. I ean only suppose that they cor
schemes to be o linked together that they could not deal mtg TR

‘branch so long as there was any question about the best route for 1

3

Meanwhile, though none of the grant of R&'M,D@inn{&"w 4

e,

for sanction, amounting to Rs. 1,68,000, of which all expept He. s
central 241!;1188 of heavy ghit seci’;io__l;.‘ b o Bs. ¢

e et g ;;lr' .fhé-"t'-“ﬂl"o!-'.y‘ér *-‘r il )i _-'i‘.'; :
' ' Tt OP Y TaRE o B B i
and that work may proceed. Meanwhile, matters of al wmi%m uﬁ%ﬂ:}ﬁnﬂa& .
carefully attended to on the lines of a note forwarded with ‘the Gove rading '8 Bre ‘being
letter No. 036 R.C., dated the 14th February 1899, I i A y

the most careful manner, and the matter i
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90. XI. Trichinopoly-Pudukkottai- Thondi, Metre gauge, 86 males.—Although I
noted last year that this project had been shelved, it came up again for consideration
soon after, in the form of a proposal from the Agent, South Indian Railway Company,
with reference to the probably disastrous effects to his company of the short-cireuiting
which will take place if ever the Tanjore District Board terminus at Avadyarcovil is
connected up with the Madura-Pamban line near Manamadura. The Agent wished
that some of these_ effects should be staved off by influencing, in advance, the direetion
to be taken by railways passing through the Pudukkottai State. Government, how-
ever, decided that railway schemes in the area in question, especially if like the Tan jore
lines they are initiated by District Boards, must stand or fall ‘on their merits as
openers-up of the country, rather than according to whether they happen or not to
ghort-circuit existing trunk lines.

21. XII. Trichinopoly-Tirukkoplur chord line, Metre gauge, 90 miles.—The time is
not yet considered ripe for presenting this scheme. Collectors, the South Indian Rail-
way Company, and the Mgdras Chamber of Commeree were asked three months ago to
express their several opinions in regard to it, but except that the Collector of Ta;jore
has replied that he can offer no useful remarks about it, and that the Chamber. of
Commerce have approved of it, noother replies have as yet been received.

99. XIII. Negapatam-Nagore, Metre gauge, 43 miles.—This short extensi f th
South Indian Railway bas been sanctioned and,th; work is well in hanc’i‘. enjlgno{(;'ort i:

being made to co-ordinate it with the new pier which Government h o
build at the port of Negapatam. . as decided to

93, XIV. Madura District Tramways, 2’ 6" gauge, 93 miles.— After long negocia-

tion between the several parties interested in the proposal of Messrs, Wilson & Co. of

Madras to promote and make the Ammayanayakkanur-Kuruvanuth Tramway on the
2’ 6" gauge, an Order under the Indian Tramways Act is now about to be p'ublished
authorising the promoters to proceed with their enterprise. The following are the
projected tramways :—

From Ammayanayakkanur station of the Routh Indian Railway
to Kotag'udi, the foot of the Kanan Devan Hills Produce
Company’s rope airway ... about 55 miles.

With a branch from Periyakulam, mile 27, to Kistnamanaik's
tope, at the foot of the hill road to Kodaikanal about §

From near Theni, mile 39, to Uttamapalaiyam ... about 18

With power to extend at any future time from Uttamapalaiyam to
Kuruvanuth, to the foot of the Periyar waterfall, and to the
Madura District Frontier in the Periyar neighbourhood, about 15

Total 93 miles.

A member of the firm ‘of promoters has recently proceeded to England with a
view to launching the projeet on the London market. There is every reasou to
hope that, provided only it is constructed on economical lines and that the fatal
mistake is not made of engineering it from London and of overburdening it with
English materials, it will be a- very guccessful enterprise. India has nothing to
Jearn from Europe about the building of efficient and economieal light railways, but
very much the reverse. g6

924. XV. Mutupet-Avadaiyarcoil Railway, Melre gauge, 45 miles.—This proposed
extension of the Tanjore District Board’s lines is still in the survey stage. It was hoped
that work might have been begun on a nine mile section of it which had already been
surveyed and estimated, because the money was available with the District Board, and
no responsibility would fall on the Government of India. That Government, however
desired that surveys and estimates should be made for the whole 45 miles before work
was begun on a part of it. 1t would be a very great advantage in many ways if
the Government of In@ia wpuld only consent to divest themselves of all responsibility
for the alignment, engineering and expenditure on this railway which involves them in
no financial responsibility. '

95. XVI. Kurnool Branch, J‘(ét?-e_ gauge, 82 miles—No pro 'has beén made
during the year, so far as is known here, in the negociations for {ho Sriatiiacian ohAdk
much needed branch of the Southern: Mahratta Railway, although it is understood thag

:

: s nated that a light railway sufficiently good for all probable requirements
;;ig]’; l};;;e; e;t;;a made for Rs. 25,000 per mile, with traffic prospects of Rs. 40 to

Rs. 60 per week. . ; ;
96. XVIL Bezwada-Masulipatam, Metre gauge, 50 miles.—So far as this Govern-

: heme for extending the Southern Mahratta Railway into the heart
ment 1% av;zf‘fl t]]{nfs;fa delta is still 1n ab%:yance. It is understood that the Government
of the. 538 waiting to see what will be the tendency of the flow of traffic, now that
of India aremmunication with Madras has been opened up. This Government’s conten-
t}_1rough cfwa « been that, even if the Madras merchants with their powers of organ-
tion has & : d?’ be the first to enter the delta, their profits are of not nearly so much
ization 8 ouin the interests of the Presidency in general as that the merchants of the
1mP9rtatﬂGZ ts of Bellary and Kurnool should get in touch, during years of plenty,
famine mro ducers and merchants of the Kistna delta. Native petty grain merchants
Ymh o I:t of India are 8o constituted that, unless they are offered every possible
in this P”é communication, famines will come round again and again before the grain
facility Ot how to flow spontaneously in the direction where Government desires it to
? has learél ornment therefore wishes t0 extend the metre gauge Southern Mahratta
flow- ‘f?V 'n Bezwada into the heart of the Bastern Kistua delta, in order that the
Railway ﬁi:;!‘s of that railway may, in the interests of their line, endeavour in every way

trade between the tracts of plenty and.of scarcity. This view of the matter

| onstantly urged on the Government of India since I think 1891.
' ok b;;n ;;V'III. Mangalore extension, Meire gauge, 100 miles.—The Agent, Madras

> . as recently been in correspondence with the Consulting Engineer
Balle_lly CO;“K;luy{ £Mng a suy;-vey to Mangaloré from Cannanore. The country wants
for Ral W:Y badly, but the metre gauge is amply good enough for the purpose ; and
) it either the broad gauge ‘must be adopted or the railway be left
yet 18 seemnless the Madras Railway Company’s offer to convert their short section
nnmadF;P“l) Janur, and €0 complete a _self contained ‘'metre system with ‘West Coast
- their trade outlet, is accepted, or until on the termination of that Company’s
ports for t'in 1907 Government isin a position to carry out the conversion. I under-
Gy B Teemﬁnt'the Mysore Government are very anxious to reopen the question of com-
g Bta]:gc;t:) o between their plateau and the Port of Mangalore. I believe also that
{ mu

thoe interested will soon move 1n the matter of a light line to connect Tellicherry
] O ] [ -y . ot
with Coorg-

+
i
]

3 osed connection of Gopalpur port with the East Coast Railway by a
aaiv fo he Propesel T e in Juno 1698, suggested o ‘tHo Goverament of
b"‘“.‘c};hat a fee,der to the Fast Coast Railway oni the 2 foot gauge from Russelkonda
India h Goomsoor and Aska to Berhampur would have many advantages. The
e t of India therefore in November 1898 ordered the Mmager;% the East
o have a survey an_dA abeiziful tiafﬂigmestunatemdeomii%@mg further
1 about the matter. A broad and fert e country would be tapped by
has bg:n ogeeg"gne’ and there seems to be a possibility of its being extended hereafter
g)lf} L B Bengal-Nagpur Company’s system in the Central Province..

29. XX. Vizianagram-Raipur Rotlway, Metre gauge.~—S8ince the note for bhd@w

survey for 1P 2iould suppose that 1t wnll pay. to build it sooner xethen shap later
! or 1ateh, B s Bengal-Ragpur, Railway Company will some fo, forme for st Wb

Dou e of State.  That1s why this Government,_would consent to Vizagaps
Secretary O da Road. being the point of contact of the Northern (or Calou
a0 He Southern (or Madras-wards) Agenoies for working the Fast Gons
A ith such an arrangement nothing should prevent Vizagapatam being for
g‘,ﬁebﬁveand jmportant port. B R i
= itgp XXI, Parlakimedi Light Railway, 26" gauge, 26 miles.~~W hile this Govern-
¢ hias been maturing an O der under the Tramways Act and providing for objections
?ﬁ:ﬁé@wd obtaining the Government of India’s consent to allowing this line to be
made, the Rajah of Parlakimedi has been quietly going on mthtl‘mﬁg)mhue of

| mﬂtex,'ml and rolling-stock and the construction of - the road part of his intended

: <. The Order will now at once be ma(l ﬁhsb“iu“be, m}'& : _y
i 'ﬁﬁ{iy in the completion of this interesting little line.

98. XIX. Be}ha;,;pur-RusselIconda branch, 2' 6" gauge.—As a “prbféréble alter- ‘

A 4g was written we have heard ‘nothing more about the progress of the
forence of 18hjs proposed railway. It is a line which is bounﬁtohﬁwmw |

B
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31. XXII. Arsikeri-Mangalore—1 learn (that the Mysore Darbar are again
moving in the matter of securing a connectionxwith the port of Mangalore. My
own idea of this line is that it ought to be designed very much as the Darjeeling-
Hymalayan has been, with such eurves and gradients as are imposed by considerations
of the nature of the ground and of such cheapness as is compatible with effectiveness
for the work to be done. The portion from Arsikeri to the head of the ghats being
perhaps metre gauge and the.western part the 2-ft. gauge. Such a lim%_\ougbt to
pay directly, if properly designed. 1t would I imagine pay the Mysore Darbar

indirectly even if it cost a considerable price to build it.

Tae Lient Freper Famine Rarnway Group.

32. The Government of India have never replied to a letter addressed to them
by this Government in the Revenue Department, in which, after much weighing of
evidence, a very deliberate selection was made of six short lines, varying from 16 to
45 miles in length, from railway stations to certain chief centres of distribution in
famine distriets. These six schemes were put forward for consideration with a
request that so much of the Famine Insurance grant as might be considered to be this
Presidency’s due might be allotted at the rate of, perhaps, 10 lakhs per annum for five
or six years, for expenditure on the construction of the chosen lines. ‘The gauge
selected was 2' 0", a gauge amply sufficing for all purposes for which the lines are
required. It may be as well to take the present opportunity to again address the Gov-
ernment of India on the subject. As this goes to press however, I learn that they have
sanctioned the survey of one of the lines, and simultaneously the Madras Railway
Company’s Agent has asked to be allowed to survey another. I have addressed

the Consulting Engineer, Bombay, about inducing the Southern Mahratta Railway
Company to.survey the-remaining four. ~

Fieures v 1HE FinanciaL StaTemMenNt ror 1899-1900.

33. In paragraphs 28 and 30 of the Financial statement for 1899-1900, under the
heading Railway Construction, 1 find that the Hon. the Financial Member contem-
plated allotting the following capital grants to railways in which this Presidency i8
directly interested, for expenditure during the current financial year :—

Budgst,

1606-1900,  Ltem.
Ezxpenditure by State Agency—

Open lines— RX. v
East Coast L s 40,000 (a)
Lines under eonstruction—
Bezwada-Madras .. 30,000 (b)
Godavari bridge ... 200,000 (e)
Ezpenditure by Ageney of Companies—
Open lines— ‘
South Indian ... X e 50,000 (d)
Lines under construetion— |
Madura-Pam‘)ﬂn “ew e e e ‘.'o 1"0,000 (e)

Tinnevelly-Quilon 70,000 (f)

en . e en e

Ezpenditure by old Guaranteed Companies—
Open lines— &

Madras ... . 60,000 (9)
Extensions— ;
Calicut-Cannanore ToRER PRRISMPERIL AR, | | SR

With the administration of items (a), (5) and (¢) this Government is not directly

concerned. Items (d) and (g) represent merely the usual minor capital exwfon-
open lines of railway. The only itemis representing actual forward (k) which
struction of lines under our administration are those marked (e), (/) an lé;mﬂ for
show that it is intended to allot for expenditure during the current y;;l‘ B e thio
the Madura-Pamban, 7 lakhs for the Tinnevelly-Quilon, and about W e
Calicut-Cannanore. : 2t AR AR R W
34. In his memorandum appended to the budget '?“?’me"‘,*h;ﬂ Hf,ﬁ :Pi; 1:11321‘1
Works Member gave the following forecast of expenditure on IalfWways ¥
we are interested, and which we administer ? | :

.
2y Y
T,

i

9
‘ ' i end of 1901-1902.
. xr showing expenditure to be incurred on Railways to the
= Forecast for
= Approximate B““%ﬁ‘, :
| d- esﬁma or
No. |Leogth ql‘;s;’tf;ﬁfm 1899-1900. | 1900-1901 | 1901-1902.
. : : information.
Railway miles, Rx. Bx. i .
PERIAL FUNDS.
1. FROM ™ aetit
(ii) BY AgENcy OF MAIN Lx: CoxP.
. » : :
s under CONSIIUCHD : - -
5 e g B o2 | 469000 | 1,00000 | 1,00000 | 2,20,000
Indian Negapatam }‘ng 2 o : o
"R ri\ﬁ;cm;ﬁﬁuuon Sl E ¢ | 2,560,000 70,000 80,000 | 1,00,00
Do. ' & "
tion)
NIES'
NTEED OQMPA
s OLchlgﬁ%AL ACCOUNTS. e
- 1,2
st ST R W 5 e oo T i
dras Railways Cﬁﬁogil%?:lom 4% 50 1o | . |
Ay Ootwamund {
(Coonoor- 7 | . |
® I do not know why this item is so elassified.
——

—

s recommended simee 1895-96, for early construction,

. ing Railways rec i
STATEMENT showing outside the programme. ¢
- ?
Agpries : A
A== Length m}’,‘; cost Remarks. T
. Railway. oilest | s 4
A ) 4
' o TR ACGENCY OF NaTIVE DTATES. 5 o
II-—T"""G ot put forward since 1897-98, and ‘ : ; 3
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