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ExNcLosuRrEs.

Proceepings of the District Board, Tanjore, dated 25th February 1899.
* » » * *

17. Read letter from the Agent, SBouth Indian Railway, Trichinopoly, No. 1657/23—118,
dated 10th January 1899, requesting to inform him which places in the Tanjore district should
be served by the Mutupet-Avadaiyarkovil extension in order to start the survey work referred to
in G.O., No. 1518 Ry., dated 9th December 1898 ; this office reference thereon to the Assistant
Collector, No. 88, dated 1&th January 1899, and his reply thereto.

The Board considers that the line should run from Mutupet to Adirampatnam ; thence to
Pattukkottai; thence to Arantanghi following more or less the eourse of the main road passing
Peraurni ; thence to Avadaiyarkovil.

£ * *

—_—

From —The Assistant Collector in charge of Pattukkottai Division.
To—The President, District Board, Tanjore.
Dated —Camp Arantanghi, 20th February 1899.

I have the honour, with reference to your Reference on Cur. No. 88/D.B. of 1899, dated
15th January 1899, directing me to report after inspection the best route for the proposed exten-
sion of the railway from Pattukkottai to Avadaiyarkovil, to report as follows.

2. In company with Mr. Clifford, who was deputed to accompany me by the Sonuth Indian
‘Railway Company, I marched from Pattukkottai to Avadaiyarkovil following what is now the
main road through the taluk. I returned by the western route which goes vid Sendangudi
(Nagaram), Avanam, and Tiruchittrampalam to Pattukkottai and skirts for the most part the
bundary of the Pudukkottai State. This road is shown in the older maps as the main route, and
probably for that reason it suggested itself to the Railway authorities as that which the line
should follow ; for the map with which Mr. Clifford was provided showed no other. Tt is not
however maintained now by the Local Fund authorities and its repair forms, I believe, an item in
the Local Fund Engineer’s Famine programme. ‘There are in fact three chief roads, traversing
this taluk from north to south. The most easterly of these is the coast road passing from Pattuk-
kottai »id Rajamadam, Sethubava Chattram, Ammani Chattram, Manamelkudi to Mimissal and
80 towards Rameswaram. It leaves Avadaiyarkovil at a distance of some 14 miles to the west.
If we had to consider the best route for a direct through line which should econnect Tanjore and
the districts north of it with Ceylon (Pamban), then this coast route which is undoubtedly the
shortest would have strong claims to consideration. Butsuch, I apprehend, is not the intention of
the Board in constructing this line. The coast route is further open to the objection that it pre-
sents greater difficulties from an engineering point of view, since it would be necessary to cross
numerous rivers close to the sea, that is, at the point where their size is most considerable. There
remain the central route and the western route already alluded to. The latter is open to similar
economic objections as the coast route. Passing as it does for the most part close to the edge of
the taluk it would not, in my opinion, serve the convenience of the people nearly as well as the
more central line. As to the relative positions of these routes between Pattukkottai and Arantan-
‘ghi, it will be seen from the map that they form the sides, so to say, of an elongated oval being
separated at the farthest point from each other by a distance of from 6 to 7 miles. The distance
from Pattukkottai to Arantanghi is almost the same by each route, that is between 29 and 30
miles. Before, however, leaving the discussion of this western route, it should be noted that there
is a slight advantage in its favour from an engineering point of view. It crosses the various
streams higher up in their course, and the bridging would probably be somewhat easier; there
would, I think, also be one stream fewer to cross on this line, as compared with that »id Peraurni.
Possibly, also, the nature of the soil along this route in which a larger proportion consists of hard
earth as opposed to the sandy and clay tracts farther east, would render construction less difficult.
Mr. Clifford was of opinion that the balance from his point of view would be slightly in its
favour. I do not however think that this should be allowed to outweigh the obvious disadvan-
tage of position, and this ground alone would, I think, be sufficient to commend the more central
alignment.

3. As to the comparative importance of the villages on either route, my enquiries go to show
that on or near the western route, there are few villages of any size which would not be within
easy reach of the central route also. On the other hand if the western route is adopted, a number
of important villages lying east of the Peraurni road will be left practically unserved. I append
two lists of the more important villages within easy reach of which the line would pass. Tist A
refers to the Peraurni route, List B to the Nagaram roate. The lists are not exhaustive, but are
meant to merely give an i ea of the villages on each line. On the western (Nagaram) roate lics
the village of Tiruchittrambalam about 10 miles from Pattukkottai. At Nagaram itself a fair of
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Jepartment, dated 7th March 1899, No. 269
orks Department (Railway Branch).

‘L‘March 1899.

dpesident, District Board, Tanjore, with 1ts enclosures “fiu

nt, South Indian Railway Company, for information

 chosen by the District Board of Tanjore, viz., that ¢
adopted in the project now under preparation.

(True Extract.)

Fraxcis J. E. SPRING,
Joint Secrefary:

al and Manicipal Department.
. Agont, South Indian Railway.
- Consulting Engineer.

Exd. T, K. Narayana Aiyangar.
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I NcLoSURE.

Proceenines of the District Board, Tanjore, dated 25th February 1899.

-
* * > * L

17. Read letter from the Agent, South Indian Rdilway, Trichinopoly, No. 1657/23—118,
dated 10th Jannary 1899, requesting to inform him which places in the Tanjore district should
be served by the Mutupet-A vadaiyarkovil extengion in order to start the survey work referred to

* in G.O., No. 1518 Ry., dated 9th December 189X ; this office reference thereon to the Assistant
Collector, No. 88, dated 18th January 1899, and his reply thereto.

The Board considers that the line should run from Mutupet to Adirampatnam ; thence to’
Pattukkottai; thence to Arantanghi following more or less the course of the main road passing
Peraurni ; thence to Avadaiyarkovil.

d *

From —The Assistant Collector in charge of Pattukkottai Division.,
Po—The President, District Board, Tanjore.
Dated —Camp Arantanghi, 20th February 1%99.

I have the honour, with reference to your Reference on. Cur.. No. 83/D.B. of 1899, dated
15th Janvary 1849, directing me to reporg after inspeetion the best route for the proposed exten-
sion of the railway from Pattukkottai to Avadaiyarkovil, to report as follows.

: 2. In company with Mr. Clifford, who was deputed to accompany me by the South Indian
Railway Company, I marched from Pattukkottai to Avadaiyarkovil following what is now the
main road through the taluk. I returned by the western route which goes vid Sendangudi
(Nagaram), Avanam, and Tiruchittrampalam to Pattukkottai and skirts for the most part the
bundary of the Pudukkottai State. This rodll is shown in the older maps as the main route, and
probably for that reason it suggested itself to the Railway authorities as that which the line
should follow ; for the map with. which Mr. Clifford was provided showed no other. It is not
however maintained now by the Local Fund authorities and its repair forms, I believe, an item in
the Local Fund Engineer’s Famine programme. There are in fact three chief roads. traversing
this taluk from north to south. "The most easterly of these is the coast road passing from Pattuk-
kottai »#d Rajamadam, Sethubava Chattram, Ammani Chattram, Manamelkudi to Mimissal and
80 towards Rameswaram. 1t leaves , Avadaiyarkovil at a distance of some 14 miles to the west.
¥f we had to consider the best route for a direct through line whish should connect Tanjore and
the districts north of it with Ceylon (Pamban), then this coast route which is undoubtedly the
s1ortest would have strong claims to consideration.* But such, I apprehend, is not the intention f
the Board in constructing this line. The coast route is' further open to the objection that it pre-
sents greater diffieulties from an enginecering point of view, since it would be necessary to eross
numerous rivers close to the sea, that is, at the point where their size is most considerable. There
remain the central routg and the western route already alluded to. The latter is open to ‘similar
economie gbjections as the coast route. Passing as it does for the most part close to the edge of
the taluk it would nof, in my opinion, serve the conyenience of the people nearly as well as the
more central line. As to the relative positions of these routes between Pattukkottai and Arantan-
ghi, it wili be seen from the map that they form the sides, so to say, of an elongated oval being
‘separated at the farthest point from#each other by a distance of from 6 to 7 ~miles. * The distance
from Pattukkottai to Arantanghi is almost the same by each route, that is between 29 and 30
miles. Before, however, leaving the discussion of.this western route, it should be noted that there
i5.a slight advantage in its favour from an engineering point of view. It crosses the various
streams higher up in their course, and the bridging v_von.ld probably be somewhat easier; there
would, I think, also be one stream fewer to cross on this line, as compared with that #id@ Peraurni.
Possibly, also, the nature of the soil along this route in which a larger proportion consists of hard
earth as opposed to the sandy and clay tracts farther east, would render construction less difficult.
Mr. Clifford was of opinion that the balance from his point of view wonld be slightly in its
favour." I do not however think that this should be allowed to outweigh the obvious disadvan-
tage of position, and this ground alone would, I think, be sufficient to commend the more central

alignment. ®

3. As to the comparative importance of the villages on either route, my enquiries go to show

. "that on or near the western route, there are few villages of any size which )NOuld not be within
easy reuch of the central route also. On the other hand if the \yesteru route is adopted, a number

of important villages lying east of the Peraurni road will be left .practu-a.lly unserved, * I append
two lists of the more important villages within easy reach of which the line would pass. TList A
refers to the Peraurni route, List B to the Nagaram roate. The lists are not exhanstive, but are
meant to merely give an i iea of the villages on each line.” On the western (Nagaram) route lies
the village of Tiruchittrambalam about 10 miles from Pattukkottai. At Nagaram itself.a fair of
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European piece-goods from the coast inland. Tt is als> perhaps worth noting that the

r amount of traffic through Arantanghi passes to and from the Kattumavadi-Pudukkottai

o (vide statements E and F).  In fact the readiest way to get to Tanjore from the south of this
taluk is vid Pudukkottai. Although, therefore, it is true that at present the busiest line of traffie
g?l::s directly athwart the proposed line of rail, yet it may be expected that, with the improved

st communication, much of this will be diverted. The figures in statement ¥ also include a
good deal of traffic which, in fact, comes from Mimissal, Avadaiyarkovil and places to the south.
An atteropt has been made to pick out from the more general register the items of traffic which
would probably be eonveygd Ey rail from Arantavghi to Avadaiyarkovil and vice versd, i.e., 1o
arrive at some estimate of the traffic on this particular section. ;

The result is shown in special statements I and 1I which have'been prepared under the

: supervision of the late Deputy Tahsildar of
Arantanghi. The resultis shown in the margin.
Figures are available for fifteen month only. It
should be remarked that the traffic of better class
s‘;‘f:;llent B BE L iy ve e pilgrims to Avadaiyarkovildfrom the north {Jf
2 2 ’ Xt Fieb the taluk, i.c., those attending the half-yearly
A, i gt ey 503 fostivals, now turns off at Kalagam and does not
Statement I1— pass throngh Arantanghi. It is to be expected,
, '?V?Age vl B 32"?23 “l’g 10,?32 therefore, that the passenger figures with the
; Ty ) S rail communications will be greater than that
’ now recorded. It must, however, be admitted
that the volume of traffic due to the festival is not in itself extraordinary. It is rather with a
view to the general utility of the line and the possible extension further south that its construe-
tion to A vadaiyarkovil is desirable. : :

In conclusion I have to regret the delay in submitting this report ; it was due partly to the
time occupied in preparing the original statements and also the fact that further information was
reqtuéed as to certain points in the special statements. I beg to return the papers delivered
to me. '

\ Goods. ' Animals. |Passengers.

- Endt. by the Local and Manicipal Department, dated 7th March 1899, No. 269."

Transferred to the Public Works Department (Railway Branch).

Orper—No. 33/, Ry., dated LJ March 1899.

The letter tg_qm the Prgsident, District Board, Tanjore, with its enclosures will be

the Agow#, South Indian Railway Company, for information and

dance. 7L Snile P éi Yol Prves 7 7;_.,.“ crim Pt i Ln s T ylaha
(True Extract.) ' 4

¥~ Under Secretary.

>~

To he Local and Munieipal Department, *
, Agent, South Indian Railway.
,  Consulting Engineer, L/ ‘ »
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