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Read the following paper :
1898, No. 280 R.C Public Works Department,

ernment of India, dated 28th Febmaryfor the Railway Conference of 1898,

from the Gover ; Railways, Madras,

]{if,:?rb : tl;le Consulting Engineer fo;ateg f:ﬂ\day 1898. Railway Branch,

L S e To

0o 686 Bir dated 4th May 1898. . : Tue SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
OrDER—NO- i o ent of India will be addressed. PosLic Works DEPARTMENT.
1898.
[Here enter No. 689 Ry., dated 4th May ] Sir,
(True Extract.)
In accordance with the instructions conveyed in your Circular letter No. 280 R.C.,

da_ted the 28th February 1298, I am directed to address you on the subject of the
railways and projects in this Presidency which seem ripe for discussion at this year’s
Simla Conference. -

2. The accompanying note by this Government’s Consulting Engineer brings up s
to date the history of all the new and projected railways. It will be seen that some |
of the projects are still not quite ripe for putting forward as definitely as might be
desired. Negociations in respect of several of these, however, are now so near
completion that there is every reason to hope that, between now and the sitting of
the Conference, it may be possible to lay before the Government of India matured
proposals for several projects which at this date just fall short of maturity.

8. The chief feature of this year’s proposals, and one on which this Government »
desires to lay great stress, is the new metre gange conversion and construction policy ;
enunciated in paragrapbs 6 to 14 of the Consulting Engineer’s memorandum. The s
subject has been fully dealt with in my letters Nos. 527 Ry., 540 Ry., and 613 Ry.
dated the 4th, 6th, and 23rd April 1898, respectively. It is unnecessary here to repea(’:
the arguments used in these letters, and I am therefore instructed merely to express
the hope that the policy in question, which this Government is convinced is for the best
interests of the Imperial Government, of the Madras Railway Company, and of this
Presidency, may receive such support at the hands of the Government of India as
shall ensure its ultimate acceptance by the Secretary of State and the Madras Railway
Company.

4. Paragraph 39 of the Consulting Engineer's ncte refers to the narrow, 2-ft.
gauge, famine feeder policy, for which this Government pressed so strongly in its
Revenue Department letter No. 169, dated the 22nd March 1898. I am instructed here
to repeat that in the opinion of His Excellency the Governor in Council the portion of
the Famine Insurance Ffund which it may be considered just to allot to this Presidency 5
could in no other way be more advantageously utilised for the purposes for which the 4
Fund was designed; and to express a hope that it may be found possible to allot a
regular annual grant, sufficient to allow of the completion of the programme, put :
forward in the letter above referred to, within a period of five or six years, o l
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5. Out of the XXI projects which have been recited in th - :
memorandum, the foll.owing five may be set apart as iy stggzﬂztt;nsgefng;?e:;s
year’s programme ; either (a) because they are not ripe for putting forwg:i 1:8
because for one reason or another they seem for the present to have fallen throlig(;: _( )

X1. Trichinopoly- Puddulottai-Thondi. (b) offh

XII. Trickinopoly-Tirukkoyilur, (a)
X VIII. Arsikere-Mangalore. ()
XIX. Gopalpur-Berhampur, (a)
XX. Vizianagram-Raipur. (@)

His Excellency the Governor in Council attaches a high : ¢
No. XX, the long delayed Vizianagram-Raipur line, and hgop‘iegtrhz ‘:f ::;POEtance to
possible, very soon, to bring it into the rallway programme for al] Indyi e found
arrange for its early completion. a, and to

6. Out of the sixteen which remain, two, 1. Calicut-

Ranipet have been definitely sapotioned ; the Gm’remment oft 1?1‘:1'::11?:: :;nd = Arco-t q
intention to finance one, X. Tinnevelly-Quilon ; for three, IX, Madura-P‘pr:ssed e
Coonnoor-Qotacamund, and XV, Mutupet—Avadaiydr/cwtl’ thehemangnart a;nl'm.. VIII.
said that they are prepared tv allow arrangements to be made under tho b s Tave
conditions ; this Government has been given permission to allow two XleV o
ndyakkanur- Kuruvanuth, and XX L. N aupada-Parldlimedi, to be made m,lder th %ﬂlmaya.
Act; one, IV. Storanur-Coclin, will in all probability be financed b H_“Hr_amwa

the Rajah of Cochin; and it seems reasonable to expect that no o)i’)sta::sl b
offered by ﬁl}a govel}xglament of India to arrangements being made for :h: ':‘lh b‘:
extensions om apuram to or
ey ’ L d Madras Harbour and XI[]. from Negapatam to

7. This Government feels justified in looking upon the eleven pgojects referred t
0

in paragraph 6 as being for all practical purposes secured. I am therefore instructed
c

to make no further reference to them here, be isi
- e ool yond promis
preliminaries in regard to them become more and morg matulrgih;hét, : :l‘ntlklllznltlzielss?ﬁ y
ndia

shall continue to be addressed as to details, and t :
3 ] » and to be furnished wi -
tion as may be necessary to permit of the passing of final orders \i‘;th FeAnlormas
The five projects referred to in paragraph 5 as for one reason or anothe regard to them,
put forward, and the eleven projects recited in paragraph 6 gg ‘t')l{ot being fit to
practically seeure, will all be omitted from the schedule of lines arran;:lg' sem:lre o
m order of

preference which it is the objeet of this letter to lay bef
for consideration at the Conference. Tt e Government; of India

8. The five remaining projects are as follows :—
XVII Bezwada-Masulipatam

X VI Kuwrnool road-Kuwrnool = ., S Vot 50 miles,
VI Erode-Nanjangéd ‘... il vy oo, e 82
VII Mettupdlasyam-Satyamangalam .., 4" Yo, 38
V Pédandr-Dindigul ... ., 2 bl ol :
e ee b 118

»

9. The first two of these may convenientl g

would be an extension, and the latter a branch, ofy tll;: Sﬁ;:thg:; l& ‘;’llth. The former
lu%e.; and both are, in the opinion of this Government, eminent] ey gauge
utilization of the extension of the Southern Mahratta Railwg {onecegm:y for the full
The Bellwy-Klstna Railway was the outcome of g Wise yfam.f-he Klgtna district.
ben.eﬁts of which can however never be fully reaped unti] fhe ne policy, the full
which traverses the dry Bellary distriets is made to penetrate in ;n oo gauge System
towns of the Eastern _Klstna delta, and until, through the int‘el’me(ril‘1 ongst the granary
traffic officers, the grain dealers of the two tracts which differ 80 lar l!}ry. of the railway
ditions, are brought into intimate business contact, so that whengfe Y In climatic cop-
perienced grain may flow from where it is abundant to where it i Amine 18 again ex.-
prev_enhble fncthn. The Kurnool branch and the 1st 2nd 5:hscame’ #ith the least
famine feeder projects form the minor distributing cha.;mels, whi

and 6th of the y.f¢.
facilitate the dissemination, amongst the villages of the most dich are designed to

flicult tracts, of the

~—

No. 689 Ry., 4ra May 1898, 3
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cheap grain which there is every reason to expect will flow from the Eastern
Kistna delta, if the Masulipatam extension is brought to a successful issue.  His
Excellency the Governor in Council instructs me to say that he hopes that every
facility may be afforded to the Southern Mahratta Railway Company, or to branch
line Companies associated with it, to construct these ‘two Important sections at a
very early period. It seems likely that, if due attention is paid to economy of con-
struction, Rs. 35,000 per mile ought to suffice to construct the 32 mile Kurnool
branch, and Rs. 45,000 per mile the 50 mile Masulipatam extension, or a total capital
outlay of 34 lakhs for the two, demanding a provision of perhaps not over one lakh
per annum for interest, a sum which it seems scarcely possible would not be more than
recouped by improved traffic on the main Southern Mahratta Railway, as well as by
the net earnings of the branches themselves.

10. The Erode-Nanjangéd, the Mettupalaiyam-Satyamangalam, and the Pdédanir-
Dindigul lines find an important place in the policy, in regard to which the Government
of India have been already addressed, of metre gauge branches and extensions for
the Madras standard gauge railway. It may be convenient here to repeat that both
South Mysore and the distriet lying south-east of Podanur are considered by this
Government to be properly the trade tracts of the Madras Railway, anhd mot of the
South Indian Railway. DBoth the Mysore branch and the Dindigul branch of the
Madras Railway are, in the opinion of this Government, necessary for the proper deve-
lopment of important tracts of country and of important trade . interests, and ought to
be brought to maturity as soon as they can be admitted within the programme of lines
on whose capital cost a guarantee must be offered. As already explained elsewhere
the short Mettupalaiyam-Satyamangalam section is an essential feature in the new
metre gauge network. These three lines, which if economically designell ought to be
built for perhaps within Rs. 200 lakhs, must, in the opinion of this Government, be
arranged for with the Madras Railway Company on Calicut-Cannanore terms. It
seems likely however that the Mysore Government may prefer to themselves construet,
or underwrite the guarantee for, the 30 mile portion of the Nanjangod line lying
within their territory. Should they do this it would be essential that it should be
arranged with the Durbar that the Madras Railway Company should lease the 45
mile section from the frontier to Mysore, because the city of Mysore is the Company’s

objective for trading purposes.

11. Asit doesnot seem possible that sarveysand projects for these proposed metre
gauge extensions of the Madras Railway should be ready before April 1899, it seems
unn:cessary now to say more on the subject beyond communicating to you the strong
desire of His Excellency the Governor in Council that the Government of India may
see their way to support the scheme.

12. Taking for granted that the eleven projects detailed in paragraph 6 are
ractically as good as secured, it seems only necessary now to schedule the following

P ;
five in the order of preference allotted to them by this Government:—
: l
Number in | Number in the | o b 3
: ; Line in connection with
::fz::?asl g"n‘;’l‘:‘l;?,f Name of project. which to be worked. | Source of supply of funds,
priority. note.
1 XVII Bezwada-Masulipatam .. Sounthern Mahratta Ry. | Branch Line Company.
2 XVI Kurnool road-Kurnool .. . Do. Do.
3 vl Erode-Nanjangod . | Madras Railway . | Calicut-Cannanore terms,
4 VII Mettuphlaiyam-Batyamangalam .. Do. " Do.
5 v Podanur-Dindigul o8 S Do. s Do.
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THE RAILWAY CONFERENCE OF 1898.

. Note by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.

1. During the year which ended on the 31st March 1898, satisfactory progress
has been made in negociations in regard to a number of the lines which were pressed
o for in our letter to the Government of India, No. 832 Ry., dated the 10th May 1897.
e » The Calicut-Cannanore extension, 62 miles, and the Arcot branch, 4 miles, have been
' definitely arranged for, and work on them has been started. The Government. of
India have offered terms for the Madura-Pamban, 100 miles, and for the Tinnevelly-
Quilon, 103 miles, which seem certain, after negociations and with a little diplo-
macy, to be accepted by the South Indian Railway Company and by the State
of Travancore. We are now in daily expectation of receiving an offer, from the
Rajah of Cochin, to provide the capital required for the construction of the Shoranur-
Cochin line, 73 miles; and this offer will, there can hardl y be a doubt, prove
acceptable. The Government of India have expressed their willingness to recommend
to the Secretary of State that the Tanjore District Board should be permitted to
finance the proposed extension of their Mayavaram-Mutupet line to Avadyarkoil,
45 miles. We may, I hope, count upon the acceptance by the Secretary of State of
the project lately sent up for extending the Nilgiri Railway a further distance of 12
miles to Ootacamund. The South [ndian Railway Company’s proposed short suburban
extension of 4 miles from Negapatam to Nagore may also doubtless be counted on as
certain to be sanctioned. The Government of India have provisionally approved of
a proposal, not contemplated at the time of the last Conference, by the Rajah of Parla-
kimedi, to construct a light railway at his own expense about 25 miles in length,
from Naupada to Parlakimedi. Thus, with a fair degree of certainty, we may count
upon securing the early construction of 428 miles of new railways in the Presidency.

2. But besides the above 428 miles which we may fairly count on getting in the e
near future, there are the following 300 miles in regard to which negociations are £
progressing satisfactorily. A survey of the Erode-Nanjangod link, 114 miles, is in
progress, and I learn from the Chief Engineer of the South Indian Railway that the
ghit to be negociated is not likely to prove as difficult as was anticipated. A
business firm in Madras are nibbling at the Ammayandyakkanir-Kuruvanuth project,
75 miles, and they expect shortly to be in a position to come forward with a definite
offer for it. The Madras Railway Company seem likely to make reasonable proposals
for the projected branch from Podanur to Dindigul, 110 miles. The short extension
of about 1 mile, from the Madras Railway Company’s terminus at Rayapuram to the
Madras Harbour face, is the subject of negociations with the Harbour authorities and
is likely I hope very soon to be brought to a practical issue.

3. Three projects aggregating 161 miles in length may for the present be dropped
out of sight, namely, the Trichinopoly-Thondi, 86 miles ; the Vizianagram-Bimlipatam,
15 miles; and the Vizianagram-Saluru, 60 miles. We have expressed concurrence
with the Government of India that the first is not wanted in the near future; and the
concessionaires of the other two have not apparently been able to do anything with their
concessions. There seems every reason to hope that, in lieu of the projected branch
from Vizianagram to Saluru, the important trunk line from Vizianagram to Raipur in '
the Central Provinces may within a reasonable time get past the project stage.

4. Of the nineteen projects put forward in a table of preference with this Govern-
ment’s letter to the Government of India, No. 332 Ry., dated the 10th May 1897, fifteen
have now been dealt with (and one new one extra). The foor which remain, aggre-
gating 226 miles in length, are the following: the Masulipatam-Bezwada, 50 miles ;
the Kurnool branch, 32 miles; the Arsikere-Mangalore, 137 miles ; and the Gopalpur- Y
Berhampur, 7 miles. I may predicate of two of these that this Government is as e

It
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Forwarding a note by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras, for
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and one which, once arrived at, deserv

“from rivals. I refer of

i 3
anxious as ever it was to secure the very ) . ' .-‘
y early construction of the Kurnool bl‘anch' commercial branch feeders for standard or metre gauge systems. If the standard
4 t,say Rs. 1,00,000, metre gauge cheap branches 1n a poor country

and of the Masulipatam extension, thr
! ough the agency of the
Southern Mahra
tta

Railway Company or of Branch line Compani
panies connected therewith. Tl district roads Rs. 25,000, per mile, very little

gauge is known o cos
f gauge, the cost of which 1s now

‘Rs. 50,000, and 2.ft. gauge feeders on

estimate of the cost of the projected bran y
A ch to connec , e very hea .
port of Mangalore has led to its being indeﬁnitelnvnzgiltgg _My sore plateau with tg consideration will show that the adoption of break o ) : :
: ; but I understand that pretty well known though not specxﬁc&lly charged to the public, may 1n certain cases |
" rove to bea wise and an economical measure; always predicating that it 18 not ]
hat are under consideration, but strictly )

rather than shelve it, the Mysore Durb
# 3 \ . ar would pref ;
g;:fﬁé l;ztni ;(Iil I;yuesnm_atlon most wisely ; the Darjeeﬁinge_rHtOmH;ake 1t on the 2-ft,
reiine ) e -pagmg mod?l for the ghat portion. Therz; 1alayan line affords an
soted -Berhampur line 2. considerable di am by extendi
S5 faseiid/ G oremitabilofposkibix on tho gt};lslg:lai);e distance westward so ase&dltzg
ge.

ic lines or great through trunk lines 1 : '
:gzﬁ%;zial lines f%r the haul?xge of third-class passengers from village to village and
of produce between the villages and the nearest port or mart.

9. 1t would be greatly to be regretted if, having given in their adherence to so
wise a policy, the Madras Railway Compuny should afterwards find themselves
geriously hampered by reason of the length, or the position, of their metre gauge bran-
ches being such as to make their economical working impossible. Thus if they found

on their hands only the Dindigul branch, on the metre gauge, it would undoubtedly
be difficult to work it economically as an isolated sectlon. But during the progress
cal Department,

: ies by His Highness the Rajah of Cochin, through the Politi :
o e o o b : ncial aid from Government, providing the

<SR i i

5. I have now referred in a
s r n ¢ g(.aneral way to all ninetee
:Iilne (})gizz: r;f'gelPl?Iila]?medl line; and have shown thai 4853 ro f'l]as'c o s
involvin gJ' foit PrO;eStz (s)ebe s.;eeureéi in the near future ; thzil: ?’,SOC())f tl{i&m,involviug
ring em in a fai : - gl
negociations for four pr(;j ects aggregag;rgzaé% g;ﬂl;:mg ] b forzva(gi .th;::i
)

and that 161 miles, involving th : in length are likel :
from the Pf°8Mm1;1e. g three projects, may be looked oh for the Prngnttof S iy T as to the possibility of himself, without fina :
i capital necessary for the projected Shoranur-Cochin Railway, it sugge§ted itself that :
tre gauge His Highness would find it possible to =

by the adoption of the me _ ] ble
become the owner of the line, and that with little or no borrow1ing. But pegoqmtmns
in such matters take time, especially as there is a complication in connection with the
necessity for part of the proposed line passing through the lands of the nelghb‘oqrmg
State of Travancore; and meanwhile sanetion had come to start work on the Calicut-

4 at in regard

Cannanore line. It seemed right, pending & definite decision being arrive
olicy, that the Madras Railway Company should

to this question of metre gauge p )\ . /
not be committed to what might prove to be infructuous expenditure on broad gauge
works where there seems good reason to hope that the metre gause may ultlplately
be adopted. 1f ever a continuous line of railway should become a fuit accompli along
Tinnevelly-Quilon, the Shoranur-Cochin, the
Calicut-Cannanore and certain proposed lines near Bombay on the tapis or under con-
sideration, it does not seem unreasonable to expect that within a reasonable _penod
there will be such a continuous line—it will certainly be a metre gauge rallway ;
and any short intervening broad gange seetions, it unfortunately they should be
allowed to come into existence, will certainly be sooner or later converted. In view
of these considerations it seemed to this Government to be quite essential that the broad
gauge should not be drifted into for the Cannanore extension through mere absence_a of
forethought, and of due consideration of all the conditions so far as 1t was possible
to foresee them ; and the result of correspondence which has ensued is that the Govern-
ment of India have ordered that no work on the Calicut-Cannanore line should be
entered on which would be likely to prejudice the consideration of the question of

gauge.
10. What I have in view £

drive?l. iiiowgéfsc:?iﬁgsgg?n?e c(tmvenient to explain ve
: porisnt change of ke ;
miles of th P e of polic g
e e;i:tfi’:ll;h aVIVI«(elst;em.end of the Madras Bailvgairn :z?ia?f tt(l)l the gauge of 137 P %
projected branches thereof —a'p,olicy whi l? 'I}m‘]ectedaexten-
1 ch, 1 accepted, wi
) ill

result in 520 miles of metre s i
ystem being worked b
y the Madras Railwa
y Company_

ved by this Company’s system hay

ry fully how we have been

Y | e

7. Proposals to extend the area s

faen 2 er
gﬁﬁ:dn:‘;?ug g?laéjeqtmn that, for _the traffic of the are

ENDIR BREGTST 1‘11)’ és too expensive a carrying machi e
B e G ei' ompany thfzt they mfght advantanf it
Foidions aridl GXteII)I sia lons by offering to undertake the coeously
A R e ons upon a cheaper seale than that of :}?S'trum
gradual extension amuch dieeatisfation and yery natturgl mblix
By et o I;I‘:ciiisutl?ellr lawful territory of the ehef e &
G2 i g mor 61y, sooner or later, to suck At
B © conservative and slowly moving or away muc

(IR Mo, 1 connection with the question wh tﬁa’.nzatlon.
seems undoubtedly to be within the ]'u:fuf ety
& §

e alwa

sed to be serveq y;
1t never seemed ’to
extend the area of
ton and working of
ain line, they l?uve
12, to look on at the
flicient South Indian
h of the l‘ife blood of
But during the Jast

the west coast of India—and with the

this Government.
much of it possibly

or the Madras Railway Company,
careful consideration

yet a long way off, but none the less for all that deserving of
fn connection with this large problem, is that, sooner or later, they should work the

following extensions and branches on the metre gauge ; and that necessarily, in connec-
tion with such working, they should convert the following sections of their own line

from the broad to the metre gauge :—
393 miles new branches or extensions to be buill.

8. As we ¢ :
Btrategie lines ia;;r?n:()tbdeahng with the question of gre t
be possible, A Ytra% t:al;efm as an axiom that iti% daesitrglr)(lm
da}iles faitly well defined, WhEtﬁ(;:nlt);ry, tracts which as a rule e that
soil, produce, or by the existingye

made over to certain raj » topography,

financin
Bt f, should be

course of trade and i
lway organizations to work, Wli]t(}imtlltts

to the publi I Ot course to India : neroac
ways tg se;(ir:an lif ey effectively 00ntro,ll‘£] e}l;e the relations of the rf:)oachme'nt :
hs f’ ve such a tract as it ought y Government, A nopolist Oulodi-Cadbnibado ol ifiyollosting T-avILaea Lhes 62 miles.
i3 eeders, if not in its gauge, the to be served, may be compa system of rail- ShhaniOonhing vasi Jbaswon drke] Jdjeio 3(s88 IDLRY 78w
. I.lllmber Qf trains which it ru’us 0:11 ?t least in its carryi pared to a river and P‘odanur-D'}ndigul xde vs sis b MG g
its sever Erode-Nanjangod-Mysore ... . .- s st lgg x(nle already exist).
es.

1t will sometimes ha al ying capacity ag m g
e i E parts. F easured b

broad gauge is a VQI;I; n that, even with one train a day zgglhp 23:;11“18 the ¢« divide%
)

Mettupalaiyam-Satyamangalam ... vos aee

137 miles existing main line and branches to be converted.

to be done: and i )uﬂeeonvomical machine for a railwa
by COmparati,ve egtil;btwomes in that case a questioflhet work to be done, or evzrollilkt}lle
and in a separate m‘;l]'es, Whether the additional expe 1;) be decided by experience a°n§ Podanur-Shoranur iaguiy 0 gams Luil SE ARAEICE: 6T e,
economy of worki Ing stock organization may p bSe involved in change of gaug Rhoranur-Calicut JORN SO TIEOE™ 5 J -
Think: ug which results f ¥ not be more th gauge Podanur-Mettupalaiyam ... o208 gy =i
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is contemplated is the construction by the Madras Railway Company
('ffhg;3wrxlllﬁzsl<s)f new mgtre gauge line, some of it for the Rajah of Cochin, and the re-
mainder by State guaranteed debentures raised on what may l_)e called Cannanore terms ;
and the conversion from standard to metre gauge of 137 miles of their present line
with, in addition, the working of the 15 miles section of the Mysore State Railway
betw,een Nanjangod and Mysore. But it seems . probablq that thp Mysore State may
desire to bu"Jld the 30 miles of the Erode-Nanjangod line, which lie within their
territory, as part of their own system, to be leased, with the 15 miles N anjangod -
Mysore section, to the Madras Railway Company ; and in that case the new mileage
on this branch to be arranged for by the Madras Railway Company would be 85 only.

11. It will be convenient in this note to complete the arguments in favour of
the adoption of the above scheme by Government and the Madras Railway Compan
by pointing out that, if it is carried out, the locomotive running lengths will be as
follows. Between Madras and Podanur, the broad gauge engine runs will be divided
as may suit best for the distance, 302 miles; there are engine stations at present on
this length at miles 42, 80, 132, 207, 243 and 302. For the metre gauge system the
important junction of Podanur, where al.l metre gauge engine and rolling stock works
would be situated, would be the engine-homing station for the following daily
runs : —Podanur to Shoranur and back 114 mlle:q, Podanur to Dindigul 118 miles,
Podanur, by rack rolling stock, through Mettupalaiyam to Ootacamund and back, 104
miles. The Nanjangod-Erode run 114 miles would be worked from Erode where the
Company have got old accommodation. It may be t_hat the ghét pusher engines could
be utilized for the short conmnecting link of 25 miles bﬁetween Satyamangalam and
Mettupalaiyam. Shoranur would serve as the engine-homing station for the two runs,
Shoranur to Cannanore 116 miles, and Shoranur to Cochin 73 miles with prospects of
extension afterwards in the Quilon direction.

12. As it is not only as an engine-homing station that Podanur will be useful,
but also as the locomotive workshop centre for the metre gauge sections, it seems
possible to work in with this the reduction of the area of new shops likely to be
required at Perambore, the existing locomotive shops of the Madras Railway Company,
if the East Coast Railway or part of it should be leased to that Company.

13. Taken as a whole, the scheme scems to me to be an eminently good one, and
one which ought to prove equally acceptable to the Company and to Government,
From Podanur westward, and throughout the whole area to be served , there is'no traffie,
nor so far as can be judged is there ever likely to be any traffic,at all approaching to
that on parts of the South Indian Railway metre system. By the adoption of this
scheme, the Madras Railway Company would secure the trade of the important traet of
country, now undoubtedly their proper territory, which the proposed branch from
Podanur through Udamalpet, Dharapuram and Palni to Dindigul will serve. They
would also retain all the advantages of trading direct with Mysore, advantages which
will certainly be snatched from them if the South Indian Railway Company are
allowed to extend to Nanjangod. The cost and difficulty of conversion are not gerious,
I am now making enquiries as to what similar work has cost on former occasions, and
have already ascertained that the conversivn of the Guntakal-Bellary section, 30 miles
in length, was effected during only 30 hours’ stoppage of traffic, and that Ks. 700 per
mile was all that was spent (apart from buildings and tranship arrangements at
Erode) on the conversion of the 167 miles from Negapatam to Erode.

14. Should this policy commend itself to Government and to the Madras Railway
Company, it would be wise to convert the Calicut-Podanur section with as little delay
as possible after rolling-stock had been provided, so that all might be in working
order by the time the extension to Cannanore and the (‘ochin ‘branch were finished,
The conversion of the Mettupalaiyam branch might advantageously be done in time for
the opening of the Mettupalaiyam-Coonoor section of the Nilgiri Railway, and in that
case the Nilgiri rolling stock could be used on the branch. At Erode, and also at
Podanur through the Dindigul branch, the Madras Railway Company’s metre gystem
would connect with that of the South Indian Railway Company. °

15. Having, in paragraphs 6 to 14, recounted the principal reasons whieh have
led to the proposal to adopt a narrow gauge policy for the Madras Railway extensions
and feeders south and west of Podanur, I proceed, following last year’s practice, to
group the L7 projects, referred to as still alive, in paragraph 5, around the main or
‘m:f- systems with which they seem to be naturally connected, or by the agency of

* which they seem likely to be worked when completed.
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16. L. Calicul-Cannanore, 62 miles, Bs. 73,75,000.—1 have increased the length
of this extension from the 59 miles given last year, because though there will be some
reduction of length due to the recent re-alignment, the line will certainly be extended

- to Baliapatnam, Cannanore being no place to stop it. Since the inspection recorded

in G.0., No. 695, dated 21st September 1897, a great deal of survey has been done
and with most satisfactory results, and I quite expect to see a substantial reduction
in the estimate, quite apart from any question of gauge. The survey parties are still
in the field. In November 1897 the Agent, Madras Railway Company, learnt from
his Board that they had raised £100,000 for the Calicut-Cannanore extension in the
form of 2§ per cent. debentures at £99. The Government of India telegraphed on
the 29th December 1897 that work might proceed on the first 26 miles, and immedi-
ately after they allotted one lakh for land and 2% lakhs for works for expenditure in
1897-98. Very little of this however was spent, as delay unavoidably occurred in
making over the land. The Company have been authorised to collect materials and
to do certain classes of work which will not result in waste if the metre gauge should
be decided on.

17.11. The Arcot Branch, 4°35 miles—With our No. 467 R., dated the 15th July
1897, we sent to the Government of India an estimate for this short branch, amount-
ing to Rs. 2,68,065. In forwarding it for the sanction of the Secretary of State, the
Government of India recommended that negociations with the Company should be
conducted on the basis of their raising money for it on the terms of capital being

~ converted at the prescribed or average rate of exchange, and of the application of the
:'_ # same rate to the interest thereon. Under this arrangement the estimate was raised to

Rs. 2,98,000 by adding a sum equivalent to difference in exchange on expenditure
in England between the rates of 1s. 10d. and current rates. These conditions being
acoepted by the Company, work was allowed to proceed. At the present moment
land is being acquired and some improvements are being carried out in the alignment
which will, it is believed, result in economy.

“ 18. JIL. The Mairas Harbour Branch, about 1 mile, Rs. 2,00,000.—The matur-
ing of this useful project has been greatly hampered by the necessity for considering
the requirements and convenience of the Harbour Trust Board. They, reasonably
enough, object very strongly to any interference with their existing arrangements for
handling the trade of the port, and indeed to the Madras and South Indian Railways
coming to any permanent arrangement until such time as their own schemes for ex-
tending the accommodation of the port, whether by docks or by boat basins, shall have
been brought to maturity. But certain proposals have quite lately been laid before
the Harbour Trust Board and the Mudras Railway Company which, if agreed to, will
have the effect of allowing at least temporary arrangements to be made which, while
securing to Madras the immense convenience of direct access by rail to the harbour
face and to the business part of the city, will offer the minimum of interference with
the conduct of the landing and shipping business, These temporary arrangements
have been estimated at about Rs. 52,000, nearly the whole of which will be to the
good if the permanent proposals are hereafter brought to maturity.

19. IV. Shoranur-Cochin, T3 miles, latest rough estimate Rs, 50,00,000 —Reference

| will be found in paragraph 9 of this note to an offer which this Government are in

daily expectation of receiving, from His Highness the Rajah of Cochin, to construet
this branch at his own expense and on the metre gauge. Correspondence on the
subject has np to date been demi-official or confidential, because there are certain
difficulties which have to be considered in the Political Department about the pro-
vision of land for nine or ten miles of the ling by the neighbouring Native State of
Travancore. These difficulties will doubtless disappear in due course, and meanwhile
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the Madras Railway Company h.ave a survey party in the field who are working on
the same principles as those which, in the case o_f the Calicut-Cannanore extension,
have resulted in such marked economy. It is quite hoped that, on the completion of
the estimate, a metre gauge lipe may be found to .be yvell within the means of His
Highness the Rajah of (lochin, whoge great desire is to become the owner of a
railway from which such good results in the development of his State are expected.

90. V. Podanur-Dindigul, 118 miles, perhaps Rs. 80,00,000, metre gauge.—As
information on the subject of this proposed line accumulates, it becomes more and more
evident that the Madras Railway Compary, who already have a grip on the trade of
much of the country proposed to be served, should get the building of the line, and not
the South Indian Railway Company. And yet it is clear that a metre gauge line will
be quite large enough to carry the traffic. In July 1897, the Board of Directors of
the South Indian Railway Company made an offer to construct the Madura-Pamban
Tinnevelly-Quilon, and Podanur-Dindigul lines en bloc. But for reasons given T4
our letter No. 533 R., dated the 5th August 1897, this Government advised the
Government of India to refuse permission to the inclusion of the last-named line
in that Company’s programme for the present, but without prejudice to its re-con-
sideration hereafter. This view of the matter was accepted by the Government
of India in their letter No. 1746 R.C., dated the 22nd October 1597, in which
they agreed with us that this. partieul:.zr. project had better be shelved for the
present, and concurred with us in the opinion that the metre gauge would suffice for
it. Meanwhile, the Madras Railway Company had been keeping open their claim
to build it, and had sent in an estimate for a survey.

21. The whole aspect of the question of which Company should be allowed to make
this branch line has undergone a change since the Madras Railway Company have
expressed their readiness to make metre gauge branches. I have explained in para-
graphs 10 and 13 the reasons which have led us to favour the construction of this branch
by the Madras Railway Company on the metre gauge ; viz., that if built, it will form
part of a large scheme of cheap and economically worked feeders to the standard

uge trank line, connected therewith at Podanur and also at Erode ; and moreover
that the branch if made at all must be on the cheaper gauge ; and that if the Madras
Railway Company do not make it they will lose territory by reason of the tract bein
tapped by their rival the South Indian Railway Company. Evidence obtained fro
local Civil officials is to the effect that what the produce of the tract needs is[:.
shorter outlet towards Calicut. The ten or twelve towns which are important enough
to be tapped are so situated that the length of the line is considerably greater thangif
it went fairly straight from Podanur to Dindigul. But it is essentially a development
ling,land (;lught lIheri(?afore to touch every village of importance. 1t will be a slow line,

ength is ther i i aris i icki

ﬁ? i efore a malter of little moment in comparison with the picking up

22, This Gove}rnment have now put the imprimatur of their approval on the metre
gauge scheme detailed in paragraph 10, in its entirety, and have advised the Goyern-
ment of India that, conditionally on the Madras Railway Company’s acceptance of
the full scheme as one to be gradually worked up to as occasion offers, their right
to the Podanur-Dindigul line should be definitely recognized. I consider t%at
the money fpr this line should be raised on conditions similar to those of the Calicut-
Cannapore line, and that we should press for its inclusion in the financial programme
for railway construction for the three years’ cycle which will open in April 1599
Meanwhile, the Madras Railway Company might be authorised to make a regulm'-
survey.

23. VI. Erode-Nanjangod Railway, 115 miles,—Though in last year’ i
scheme was put into the South Indian ’Ruilway group, it s{éems right z}?sr;e:: tt?) thli:
it into the Madras Railway growp, because it forms one of the sections which woﬁld
be worked by the Madras Railway Company if the scheme detailed in paragraphs 6 to
14 should be approved. The Madras Railway Company naturally enough protest
very strongly against the, South Indian Railway Company being allowed to stretch
another arm across their trunk, and to snatch traffic from South Mysore which the older
Company consider to be theirs by right. But meanwhile the South Indian Railway
Company came forward with an offer to survey the route, and, as they had men and
appliances ready, their offer was recommended to the Government of India for
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acceptance in this Government’s letter No. 1054 R., dated the 30th November 1897.
Permission was aceorded to them to make the survey, and an estimate for Rs. 17,829
was sanctioned in the Government of India’s letter No. 78 R.C., dated the 16th Janu-
ary 1898, but on the clear understanding that the making of the survey should
not in any way prejudice the question of who is to make and to work the line hereafter,
and that the results of the survey should be at the disposal of Government, the revenues
of the South Indian Railway being reimbursed for the cost of them if they should
hereafter at any time be made over to another Railway Company. The section of the
line which lies within Mysore territory would be about 30 miles in length, and it
seems likely that the Mysore Government may prefer that this section should be an
integral part of their own State Railway system ; in this case they would probably be
willing to lease the 45 miles from the frontier to Mysore City to the Madras Railway
Company if it is arranged that the latter shall construct and work the British portion.
My latest information from the Chief Engineer of the South Indian Railway is that the
Gajalhatti ghdt by which the descent is made from the Mysore plateau is not nearly
so formidable as was anticipated.

24. VII. Mettupaloiyam-Satyamangalam link, 25 miles.—This link is a necessary
part of the new metre gauge scheme, to enable the rolling-stock of the Erode-Mysore
section to get to Podanur for repairs, and also to shorten by 100 miles the distance to
the Nilgiris from Mysore and the Deccan.

25. VIII. Nilgiri Railway extension, 11% miles, Rs. 19,19,000.—In last year’s
note this was classed in the South Indian Railway group, as there was a proposal for
that Company to work the Nilgiri Railway. But, now that arrangements are being
negociated for its being worked by the Madras Railway Company, it must be grouped
with that railway’s extensions and branches. The Coonoor-Ootacamund extension
has been recommended by the Conference of 1897 for construction by a Branch Line
Company. With our letter No. 246 Ry., dated the 12th February 1898, this Govern-
ment forwarded the plans and estimates, amounting to Rs. 19,19,000 inclusive of
interest during comstruction, for the sanction of the Government of India, with a
strong recommendation, that the 3 per cent. guarantee of interest for which the
Company ask should not be withheld. It would be very convenient if the concession
for this extension could be so settled that there need be mo necessity for separate
capital and revenue accounts to be kept for the old and new sections.

Soure Inpian Rainway Coumpany’s Grovup.

26. IX. Madura-Pamban, 100 miles, Es. 43,00,000.—In the enclosure to the
Government of India’s letter, No. 8-R.P., dated the 23rd March 1898, we were iftformed
that this project had been allotted a place in the programme agreed to at last year’s
Railway Conference, as a line considered suitable for construction by a Branch Line
Company. In July 1897 we received an offer from the South Indian Railway Com-
pany to construct en bloc the Madura-Pamban, the Tinnevelly-Quilon, and the
Podanur-Dindigul lines ; and in addressing the Government of India on the subjeet of
the @rst of the three, in our No. 530, dated 5th August 1897, we expressed a hope
th?t it might be possible to allot to this line an early place in the programme of
railways to be made on the direct financial responsibility of Government ; but we said
that, failing this, we would desire that it should be made by a Branch Line Company
subsidiary to the South Indian Railway Company, and connected therewith through
the rebate clauses of the Resolution No. 514-R.C., dated 17th March 1896. In their
reply Nq. 1746-R.C., dated the 22nd October 15897, the Government of India said
that, having regard to existing engagements, there was no chance of the lines referred to
being allotted an early place in the ordinary railway construction programme; and
that unless the South Indian Railway Company should definitely accept some such
arrangement as a Branch Line Company it would be out of the question for the Madura-
Pamban to be undertaken for many years, They then offered certain terms for the
acceptance of the Travancore Durbar, the South Indian Railway Company, and this
Government, for the construction and working of the Tinnevelly-Quilon line, and
said that it must be clearly understood that the arrangements made for the construc-
tion of this line and the Madura-Pamban must stand or fall together, and that they
were not prepared to consider any proposals for the construction of the latter which
did not contemplate the undertaking of the former almost simultaneously. In reply

%
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cost of maintenance during the first two years after opening be added to
capital ; () that surplus profits be divided between Government and the Durbar
in proportion to the mileage in their! respective territories. The acceptance or other-
wise of these terms by the Durbar and the Company is still the subject of correspondence,

but is believed to be very near.

29X T, Trz'clzz'nopoly-Pudulc/mttaz'- Thondi, 86 miles, Rs. 37,50,000.—Since I noted
last vear that this scheme was not ripe for sending forward to the Government of India,
the South Indian Railway Company and the Rajah of Pudukkottai agreed to share
between them the cost of a survey estimated at Rs. 29,369. In our letter to the
Government of India, No. 718 R., dated the 23rd September 1897, we asked that
permission might be accorded to make the survey. In their reply, dated the 21st
October 1897, No. 1741, R.C., the Government of India suggested that we ought to
consider the effcet on the prospects of this line of the proposed Madura-Pamban
and Mutupet-Avadyarkoil line. In our reply No. 1120 R., dated the 10th December
1897, we agreed that, in view of the prospect of the approaching completion of
arrangements for the two important lines referred to, it would be better not to press
just now for permission to survey the Trichinopoly-Thondi line. But we said that it
must be understood that this decision was come to without prejudice to the question of
the advisability of. later on, at the cost of the Pudukkottai State, surveying a short
branch from Trichinopoly to serve the State, but not to extend beyond its southern or
eastern boundaries. Meanwhile, the collection of traffic statistics goes on.

99. XI1. Trichinopoly-Tirukkéyilir, 90 miles.—This project is not yet. ripe for
putting forward, or for obtaining permission to survey it. The first official reference to
it was in my note on famine railway projects, dated 14th August 1897 ; and, previously
to this, | had collected a certain amount of information about it. It is intended as a
substitute for the proposed Salem-Porto Novo line with a branch from Chinna Salem to
Tirukkdyildr, which wus surveyed in 1887. The ohject of the old project was to stretch
a railway across the large unprotected space between the Madras and South Indian

Railways, comprising parts of Trichinopoly and South Arcot districts, in order that in

times of famine access to certain difficult tracts might be made casier. But it seems
additional advantage of

obvious that the very same object may be attained, with the
a short cut of 40 miles between Madras and southern India, by a line from Trichi-
nopoly through Chinna Salem to Tirukkoyilir. The scheme is not yet ripe to be
dealt with. .
30. AIIT. Negapatam-Nagore, 467 miles, Rs. 2,51,000.—In sending forward the
Sonth Indian Railway Company’s latest estimate for this short suburban extension,
with our letter No. 107 R., dated the 20th January 1898, we expressed a hope that
permission might be accorded to its being constructed as part of the South Indian
Railway. In their reply, dated the 1lth February 1898, No. 191 R.C., the Govern-
ment of India asked for a reliable estimate of the  traffic likely to be obtained. We
have therefore collected all available information and have sent it to the proper
authorities to be verified and, if possible, supplemented. The information asked for is

now awaited.
-8, XTI, Amayandyaklkantir- Kuruvanuth, 75 miles.—The Government of India
informed us, in their No. 1449 R.C., dated the 3rd September 1897, that they were not
prepared to offer the 3 per cent. guarantee demauded by Messrs. Wilson & Co.
Un learning of this decision that Firm came forward, in January 1898, with a
fresh offer tv make the line under the Tramway Act without a guarantee. This
Government, in letter No. 150 R., dated the 2nd February 1898, have sent forward
the new offer to the Government of India with an expression of support, and have
inquired whether the Government of India have any objection to our issuing an
order under the Tramway Act. A reply has now been received to the effect that
there will be no objection to such an” order being issued, and suggesting the 2-ft.
gauge. Jn my opinion the Firm of promoters will be very wise to adopt the 2-ft.
gauge instead of the metre gauge for the branch, as, if properly equipped with up to
date rolling stock, the smaller gauge will carry all the traffic likely to offer itself.

32. XV. Mutupet-Avadaiyarkovil, 45 miles.—The Government of India have now
informed us, in their letter No. 803 R.C., dated the 5th March 1898, that they are
prepared to recommend to the Secretary of State that the District Board of Tanjore
ghould be permitted to make the proposed extension of their Mayavaram-Mutupet

(¢) that the
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Railway from Mutupet a further distance of 45 miles to Avadyarksil ; such capital
as may be necessary Over and above the Board’s available bulances being raised in the
form of debentures having a currercy of not more than 20 years. 'The security for
the debentures would be the Mayavaram-Mutupet Railway and the receipts of the
Special Railway cess. The first nine miles of the proposed extension
been surveyed and have been estimated as likely to cost Rs. 43 lakhs,
probably be no further difficult;7 and very ht.tle _delay in starting u
extension. The financiai posi ion of the District Board in r
policy seems to be perfectly sound.

have already

There will
pon this important
egard to the proposed
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33. X V1. Kurnool roadto Kurnool, 32 miles, Rs. 11,50,000.—The latest information
which we possess in regard to this project is contained in an enclosure toa letter from
the Government of India, No. 1631-R.C., dated the 30th Septemb.r 1897 his
enclosure was a copy of a letter add_ressed b)f the Go‘fernme_nt r?f T'idia to Colonels
J. G. Lindsay and A. J. Filgate, in which, replying to their application  to be allowed to
construet it on ¢ branch line terms,” these geut-!emen were mfor.n ed that, though
the Government of India were prepared to sanction the CODStl‘ll(.'-l'll n of the branch,
they were not disposed to offer a firm guarantee of 3 per cent. for it, but would be pre-
paréd to favourably consider an offer for its construction and working under the rebate
clauses of the branch live resolution, and to recommend the Scerctary of State to
ganction it, on suitable terms being arranged by the promoters with the Southern
Mahratta Railway Company. Meanwhile, we addressed the Government of India in
onr No. 556 R.of the 14th August 1897, and, in fqr\vardmg traffic statistics which
seemed to show that it wonld prebably be commercially successful, we begged that
due weight:might be given to its-importance as a famine work.

34, X VII. Bezwodu-Masulipatam, 650 miles, Rs. 22,50,000.—1 bring this project
into the Southern Mahratta group. though last year it was classed in the Fast Coast
Railway group, becanse this Government is convineed that it ought to be looked on as
an extension of the Southern Mabratta Railway, so as to aid the flow of the produce
of the Kistna delta towards the dry districts arcund Bellary. This conviction was
emphasised as strongly as possible in ourletter to the Government of India, No. 546 4
dated the 9th August 1897. DBut we have learnt from the enclosures to the Govern-
ment of India’s No. 1640-R.C, dated the 30th September 1897, that an application to
be granted a concession for this railway was refused to Colonels Lindsay and F ilgate,
on the grounds that * this project is not one for the coustruction of which the Govern-
ment of India are prepared at present to make any arrangements.” I am personally
convineed that this Government’s duty is to continue to press for the counection of
the Bellary famine tracts with the Eastern Kistna delta and its granaries, by means
of the extension of the metre gauge system from Bezwada to Masulipatam,

85. X VII1. Arsikeri-Mangalore.—The result of certain correspondence on the sub-
ject of this project which has been carried on during the past year between the Mysore
Government and the Government of India, as communicated to us by the latter, is
that it rests now with the Mysore Government to take the next step towards obtain’ing
at a reasonable cost a raillway for access to the Western Coast. My own opinion is
that if the railway is really wanted, and the Mysore Government seem convinced that
it is wanted, they would be wise to make it on the model of the Darjeeling-Himalayan
Railway, for the ghit portion ; and I see no rbason why the same gauge should not be
adhered to throughout the entire length of the branch. We learnt from the Govern-
ment of [ndiu’s letter, No. 1774 R.C., dated the 27th October 1897, that they definitely
refused a recent offer from Mr. W. Lonsdale to make the branch

; without a
guarantee, on the grounds that they had satisfied themselves that such a line. on trt?;
metre gauge, would not be financially successful. X

East Coast Ramwway Group.

36. XIX. Gopdlpur-Berhampur Branch—The question of whether a branch
should be made to Gopélpur has continued throughout the year to form the enlieet of
correspondence. In their letter, No. 1502 R.C., dated the 10th September 1897, the
Government of India informed us that they concurred in the opinion expressed by, this
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Goverr;lirxﬁ[:'t al: tl:ttt}f; intl)mrmt of traffic to be deal:) thhﬁ z::ud :)lt; :)v(}lx}t(}hi x;)fthtah?i islfr‘ig
- ' i Janid ranch to any

All the interests of Ganjam, 1o
ports “l il bg“iﬁ:ﬁ b ?)resent- They then asked for a fgrth}tlar rgport ozdetahtf:tttvl’;oe
ah?utlf )O’I“ll:; :mttel: is still under inguiry. But a suggestion has been m
points.

interests of the district, as apart from local mercantile interests, might perhaps be better

served by a light branch railway 50 or 60 miles in length, penetrating back to Goom-
v -

t.
. soor, rather than by a short branch to Gopélpur or any other por

ur.—A survey party, under the orders of the Govern-

(. Vizianagram Raip ] A WY . Sabs
mentsq?f. lf:i‘m 22;?)'171'71; the field renewing the investigations carried out many y

. , i t important project.
: , engmeering and prospects of this Iflos R :
" . N i SR 5 A e
A5 (Pt d of Revenue from the :
g&%ﬁt?:xﬁ;ggoz;l;tgf’i?z:grunodertukiug, at his ovvnl e:;p;r.lseésg:? f ﬂ;&ﬁieﬂﬁhgg
3 .l - 1 0 18 y
é S ey ldkimedi, the capital of |
‘r)xfilthe L::rr:t(ljx()gﬁt “?ﬂl?n?xii;g If’:::ther prop,osuls for extensions W(;;e foge:&%dogzd:lg‘tlﬁ
notes:et b:“u"h: gf‘fli)llltf‘ly forward. In our 1ett('r. N().. 259 thg"’sub'ect enquiring
Febrzlary 1898, we addrossed the Goverhmby (:afl lndﬁliz::tion of aJn order under
P P i e
whether there was any objection o t?‘ﬁiig?fnlﬁe. Ig their reply No. %-R'E" datt)i(:;
- . 101
the 14th March 1898, the Government of [ndia said that M h:l(xirolllloghoti]}zcﬁza:'d of
made certain prOVisc;s which are still the subject o euqf;nryu ¢ should be adopted.
Revenue. The Goyv ernment of |ndia suggestea that the 2-It guug

Tue Licar FeepEr FaMINE RaiLway GRroUP,

3 ; is Depart-
39. In reply to instructions contained in the Government of India, Revenue Dep

FF U | ard
ment, letter No. 15—31—1, dated the 18th September 1896, thdt;leisxfu::i%l?dl;tn?erzith
a limited number of railway projects for the 1’l'e.s“1mmy } arrangDe artment addressed
their famine protective value, this Government 10 the Revexlljut(ai Mgrcb 1898, putting
the Government of India in letier No, 16Y, dated the 2-111 fter long and careful
forward the following list of lines which were dee;ldgd on ouly kgé ea\ T 82 ailen
discussion: Hospet to Kottur, 35 miles; Kalikeri to ‘)y5 miles : Bellary to
Morrapur to Dharmapuri, 16 miles ; Tiruppatir to Krishnagirl, = 1186 miles of 2-ft.
Rayadrug, 33 miles ; and Narsaraopet to Pondugal, 45 miles : tot;ah 1 Leeadiion o
railway likely to cost, perhaps, 50 lakhs. We begged.that o5 K Fund, the sum
these six short lines we might be given, from the Famine Insuranc6 =it s 55 g
of 10 lakhs annually for the next five or six years, It is proposec tig £y
be worked by the agency of the parent lines to which they would form leecers.

: 7 SPRING,
Q0TACAMUND . Franois J. E. SprING,
1st May 1895, Consulting Engineer for Railways.
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No. 260 R. C.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION.

To n}

. * %
Tue GOVERNMENTS OF MADRAS, ?omnu, Benear, TM Norta-WESTERN Provin-
ces aND OupH, THE Punsas, AND Burma. %

Tae Cuier COMMISSIONERS oF THE CENTRAL PROVINGES AND ASSAM.
Tue ResivENts AT HYDERABAD AND IN Mysormd 4

Tee Aeunts 10 THE GOVERNOR GENERAL ¥or RagpuTaNa, CeNtRan Inpra, anp
BALUCHISTAN,

Tur Consurrineé ExciNeers To THE GoOVERNMENT OF INDIA For RArLwavs,
Carourra, Luckxow, aND Assam.

Tae Maxacers, NortHa WesterN, OupH AND RoniiksaND, Eastery BrneAr
: AND East Coast STATE RAILWAYS.

Calcutta, the 28th February 1898.

Sz,

I am directed to inform you that the yearly Conference to consider the
question of Railway extension in India will assemble at 8imla in the summer »oe
of this year, and that any further proposals, or fresh information in connection
with projects which have already been submitted by your Scemment for the
consideration of past Conferences, as well as any proposals for new lines not yet
considered, should be submitted so as to reach the Government of India not
later than the 15th May.

I am also to impress upon you the importance of submitting, with all :
proposals, the fullest information obtainable in regard to the estimated cost and !
financial prospects of the projects proposed so as to assist the Conference in ‘
forming an opinion upon their merits.

I have the honour to be,
SIr,
Your most obedient Servant,

Secretary.

Documents accompanying,
Nil.

P
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RAILWAY CONFERENCE 1898,

As I have run the time rather close,

N

and as His Excellency and Honourable Mem—

-bers may wish to take a little time to
read these papars before passing orders on
them, I am sending them separate copies

S for perusal,
L Ao e e Bl
A 4 His Excellency may perhaps wish 'to

-

3,699

congider the proposals in Council,

jd..‘ Badiad /£ L £ I 4‘ ’ I seem to know by heart what His

.

t P 7 7 M Afr ~ Excellency’s and Honourable Members’ wishes

l-L. K S I e A
):4 ﬂ‘ M )(M 3 to save time I have ventured to draft a

are in the matter of all the schemes, so

o araRA
v

” HRE &4- w7 t- “ letter to India in lieu of merely noting
;‘t “£7ﬁ' Ony loge. A . A?f'['

o, #eo oot But both the Consulting Engineer’s

for orders,

Note and the draft letter are standing in
type, S0 that any alterations ordered can

be carried out without delay.
»
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His Excellency may perhaps wish to
consider the proposalg in Council,

I seem to know by heart what His
Excellency’s and Honourable Members’ wishe@,
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letter to India in lieu of merely noting
for orders.
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and as His Excellency and Honourable Mem—

~bers may wish to take a little time to

read these papers before passing orders ag!gw]

them, I am sending them separate copies

for perusal,
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to save time I have ventured to draft a
letter to India in lieu of merely noting

for orders,

be carried out without delay.
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Frawcis J. E. Serine, Esq., c.LE.,
Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department,

Railway Branch,
To
Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
< PusrLic Works DEpARTMENT,
Datep Ooracamunp 1898.
Sig, ;

In accordance with the instructions conveyed in your Circular letter No. 280 R.C.,
dated the 28th February 1898, I am directed to address you on the subject of the
railways and projects in this Presidency which seem ripe for discussion at' this year’s
Simla Conference.

2. The accompanying note by this Government’s Consulting Engineer brings up
to date the history of all the new and projected railways. It will be seen that some
of the projects are still not quite ripe for putting forward as definitely as might be
desired. Negociations in respect of several of these, however, are now so near
completion that there is every reason to hope that, between now and the sitting of
the Conference, it may be possible to lay before the Government of India matured
proposals for several projects which at this date just fall short of maturity,

3. The chief feature of this year’s proposals, and one on which this Government
desires to lay great stress, is the new metre gauge conversion and construetion policy
enunciated in paragraphs 6 to 14 of the Cousulting Engineer’s memorandum. The
subject has been fully dealt with in my letters Nos. 527 Ry., 540 Ry. and 613 Ry.
dated the 4th, 6th and 23rq April 1898, respectively. It is unnecessary here to repeat
the arguments used in these letters, and I am therefore instrueted merely to express
the hope that the policy in question, which this Government is convinced is for the best
interests of the Imperial Governmeut, of the Madras Railway Company and of this
Presidency, may receive such support at the hands of the Government of India as
shall ensure its ultimate acceptance by the Secretary of State and the Madras Railway
Company.

4. Paragraph 39 of the Consulting Engineer’s note refers to the narrow, 2-ft.
gauge, famine feeder policy, for which this Government pressed so strongly in its
Revenue Department letter No. 169, dated the 22nd March 1898. T am instructed here
to repeat that in the opinion of His Kxcellency the Governor in Council the portion of
the Fa_mme Insurance Fund which it may be considered just to allot to this Presidency
could in no other way be more advantageously utilised for the purposes for which the
Fund was designed ; and to i i
regular annual grant, sufficient to allow of the completion of the programme, put
forward in the letter above referred to, within a period of five or six years,

5. Out of the XXI projects which have been recited in the Consulting Engineer’s
memorandum, the fol}owmg five may be set apart as being outside the sco e of this
year’s programme ; eitherlbecause they arenot ripe for putting forward, or'because for
one reason or another they seem for the present to have fallen through :—

B 3 Trz'clu'nopoiy-Puddu&'ottai- Thondi. /1) :

XII. Trichinopoly- Tirulkoyilur., () '

XVIIIL Arsikere- Mangalore, 1 &) - :

XIX, Gopalpur-Berlmmpur. :
l XX. Vizianagram-Raipur. ;
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6. Out of the sixteen which remain, two, I. Calicys Cannanor

Ranipet have been definitely sanctioned ; the Government of Indig hav: e};updregédAt’ifg;
intention to finance one, X. Tinnervelly-Quilon ; for three, IX. Madura- Pamban, VI
Coonnoor- Qotacamund, and XV. Mutupet—Avadaz}/drl:om‘l, the Government of In d‘ia S
said that they are prepared to allow arrangements to be made ungey the branch f"Ve
conditions ; this Government has been given permission to allow fwo, XV Allc ine
ndyakkanur- Kuruvanuth, and XXI. N aypada-Pwld/cz’medi, tobemade 111‘] o th.f“ - MINGY G-
Act; one, IV. Shoranur-Cochin, will in all probability be financed by f; Hljangwa_v
the Rajah of Cochin ; and it seems reasonable to expect that o 05l’)sta,cs] 1ghness
offered by the Government of India to arrangements heing made f ethll be
extensions, III from Eayapuram to Madras Happpyy and XIIL fpom y\gyfzpit zs,l,l,oit

; oy 4

Nagore.

7. This Government feels justified in looking y on i

in paragraph 6 as being for all practical purposesgsegredt.h i i}lz‘r;‘xmtpgojf ot
to make no further reference to them here, beyond promisine that 're o
preliminaries in regard to them become more and more matureothe Go "zs iy o Tats
shall continue to be addressed as to details, and to e furnishe;l "Vt(l}lmment' Of' g
tion as may be necessary to permit of the passing of fing] ofders Oy e
The five projects referred to in paragraph 5 as for ope reason or ap tll;] S in tl}vm.
put forward, and the eleven projects recited in Paragraph 6 . e{) stk
peactically secuLe% ﬁh. all all bga omitted from the schedule of Ii e
preference which it is the object of thig letter to

for consideration at the Conference,

8. The five remaining projects are as follows :

\

/" VI Erode-Nan jangéd

{ VII Mettupdlaiyam-Satyaman alam 110 mile

\ Y Pédandr-l)z'ndigul ; g.__ ¥ 25m1k8'

( XVIIL Brswada-Masulipatam g R St

. XVI Kurnool road-Kurnool R 7
32 ”»

9. The last two of these may convenie
would be a-branch, and the latter an-oxtensio Izﬂoyf tgz st:l)l;ftth dealt with. ' The former
line ; and both are, in the opinion of this Government, emip el‘li Mahratta metre gauge
utilization of the extension of the Southery Mahratt, Bal eIty necessary for the full
The Bellary-Kistna Railway was the Outcome of 4 wiwu); to the Kistna district.
benefits of which can however never be fully reaped unt'lse mine policy, the full
which traverses the dry Bellary distriets is made to pepo 1mtl}e metre gauge system
towns of the Eastern Kistna delta, and until, through ther?ntelll amongst the granary
B Dl Tog, the geein dealers of the two tracts which q;f Mhediary of tjq railway
ditions, are brought into intimate business contact, go tlh erso largely in climatie con.
perienced grain may flow from where it i abundant athw en famine j
%)rev(ent;ble(ai frlethn.t ']i-:he KllllrIIOOl branch anq ¢ carce, with the least
aoipioc Jgor brojeots form the minor distribygipg and 6th of the z-ft.
facilitate the dissemination, amongst the villalg:%fdtlﬁguels Which are desig:lt:sd ftto
ch_eap graimn which there 18 every reason tg exbeot {mst{duﬁcnlt tracts, of the
Kistna delta, if the Masulipatam ‘extensiop 18 brought will flyy om the Kastern
Excellency the Governor in (ouneil instructs me togsa to a successful issuo, Tlis
facility may be afforded to the Southery Mahratty )i’lthat he hopes that i<
line Companies associated with-them, to construct thes twa}" Company, Soiprihiind |
very early period. It seems likely that, if due gtens: " O MMPOMaNt” sections at g
struction, Rs. 35,000 per mile ought to o is pajg to o
branch, and Rs. 45,000 per mile the 50 mile ; 9
outlay of 34 lakhs for the two, demanding 5 pﬂaﬁ:ﬁl;gagm extension, or g tote] capital
per annum for interest, a sum which it seems scarcely oss'bﬁhaps not over one lakh
recouped by improved traffic on the main Southery Mp 1ble would pot be more than
the net earnings of the branches themselves, tta Railway, ag well o by
10. The Erode-Nanjangod, the Meys, dlag
Dindigal lines find an important place n oo™ Satyamangaty, sid ,
: °P01ley in re ) the Pédaniir-
of India have been already addressed, of mety ", gard to whicp 0 Gl arins

the Madras standard gauge railway, It may be ﬁlvg;il:\?:ﬁiz ;md extensions for
O repeat that both

%
g

3

sore and the district lying south-east of Podanur are considered by this
g?)‘:'zl;nggnt to be properly the tzadeg tract of the Madras Railway, and not of the
South Indian Railway. Both the Mysore branch and the Dindigul branch of the
Madras Railway are, in the opinion of this Govqmment, necessary for the proper deve-
lopment of important tracts of country and of important trade interests, and ought to
be brought to maturity as soon as they can be admitted within the programme of lines
on whose capital cost a guarantee must be offered. As already explained elsewhere
the short Mettupalaiyam-Satyamangalam section is an essential feature in the new
metre gauge network. These three lines, which if economically designed ought to be
built for perhaps within Rs. 200 lakhs, must, in the opinion of this Government, be
arranged for with the Madras Railway Company on Calicut-Cannanore terms. It
seems likely however that the Mysore Government may prefer to thgmselves construet,
or underwrite the guarantee for, the 30 mile portion of the N anjangod line lying
within their territory. Should they do this it would be essential that it should be
arranged with the Durbar that the Madras Railway Company should lease the 45
mile section from the frontier to Mysore, because the city of Mysore is the Company’s
objective for trading purposes. ;

11. Asit doesnot seem possible that surveys and projects for these proposed metre
gauge extensions of the Madras Railway should be ready be_fore_ April 1899, it seems
unnecessary now to say more on the subject bey_ond communicating to you the strong
desire of His Excellency the Governor in Council that the Government of India may
see their way to support the scheme.

12. Taking for granted that the eleven projects detailed in paragraph 6 are
practically as good as secured, it seems only necessary now to schedule the following
five in the order of preference allotted to them by this Government : —

in | Number in the
Noﬁl:: ;fm Consulting N L rrotda Line in connection with Source of supply of fands
preferred Engineer’s SIe o Brojec which to be worked. PPy :
priority. note.
1 XVII Bezwada-Masulipatam Southern Mahratta Ry. | Branch Line Company.

2 XVI Kurnool road-Kurnool .. v Do. Do.

3 V1 Erode-Nanjangod . | Madras Railway . | Calicut-Cannanore terms.
4 VII Mettuplaiyam-Satyamangalam .. Do. - Do.

5 v Podanar-Dindigul ki o Do. o Do.

13. In conclusion I am instrueted to say that{\between now and the date of the
sitting of the Conference'kllgforma i any valué which may be collected)shall be
forwarded in due course to t e Government of India.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

I

Joint Secretary.



e  Letter from the g
; 248 s Bﬁth;?ebnﬂary 189g,




it
T T T AL e ———CT

T i e APERLA T

-

e
— - =

TS

No. y : i

1.erTER—I{rom
Fraxcis J. E. Serine, Esa., C.LE,
Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department,
Railway Branch,

To
Tge SECRETARY 70 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,
Darep OOTACAMUND 1898,
Sig,

In accordance with the instructions conveyed in your Circular letter No. 280 R.C.,
dated the 28th February 1298, I am directed to address you on the subject of the
railways and projects in this Presidency which seem ripe for discussion at this year's
Simla Conference.

9. The accompanying note by this Government’s Consulting Engineer brings up
to date the history of all the new and projected railways. It will be seen that some
of the projects are still not quite ripe for putting forward as definitely as might be
desired. Negociations in respect of several of these, however, are now SO near
completion that there is every reason to hope that, between now and the sitting of
the Conference, it may be possible to lay before the Government of India matured
propusals for several projects which at this date just fall short of maturity.

3. The chief feature of this year’s proposals, and one on which this Government
desires to lay great stress, is the new metre gauge conversion and construetion policy
enunciated in paragraphs 6 to 14 of the Consulting Engineer’s memorandum. The

subject has been fully dealt with in my letters Nos. 527 Ry., 540 Ry, and 613 Ry.,
dated the 4th, 6thiand 23rd April 1898, respectively. It is unnecessary here to repeat

the arguments used in these letters, and I am therefore instructed merely to express
the hope that the policy in question, which this Government is convinced is for the best
interests of the Imperial Government, of the Madras Railway Company/and of this
Presidency, may receive such support at the hands of the Government of India as
shall ensure its ultimate acceptance by the Secretary of State and the Madras Railway
Company.

4. Paragraph 39 of the Consulting Engineer’s note refers to the narrow, St
gauge, famine feeder policy, for which this Government pressed so strongly in its
Revenue Department letter No. 169, dated the 99nd March 1898. Tam instructed here
to repeat that in the opinion of His Kxoellency the Governor in Council the portion of
the Famine Insurance Fund which it may be considered just to allot to this Presidency
could in no other way be more advantageously utilised for the purposes for which the
Fund was designed; and to express & hope that it may be found possible to allot a
regular annual grant, sufficient to allow of the completion of the programme, put
forward in the letter above referred to, within a period of five or gix years.

5. Out of the XXT projects which have been recited in the Consulting Engineer’s
memorandum, the following five mnay be set apart as being outside the scope of thi
year’s programme ; eitherbecause they are not ripe for putting forward, orjbecause for
one reason or another they seem for the present to have fallen through :—

$ 47 Trichinopolg/-Puda’uIrottai- Thondi. (F)
XII. Trichinopoly-Tirukkoyilur. &)
X VIII. Arsikere-Mangalore. (L)
XIX. Gopalpur-Berhampur. b I

XX. Vizianagram Raipur.

L
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6. Out of the sixteen which remain tw -

Ranipet have been definitely sanctioned ; the G:))"reiﬁmiaﬁ;cgft-li‘:ﬁna@m and 1L Aok
intention to finance one, X. Tinnevelly- Quilon ; for three IX yﬂ ave expressed their
Coonnoor- Ootacamund, and XV, Mutupet—Avadaiydr/qu 4 i Madura- Pamban, VI
said that they are prepared to allow arrangements to be e ; :
co’ndltmns; this Government has been given permission t m:; € under the branch line
’XI-%“_/‘/‘“"”’I'{"’”’ ’fz’“m‘ﬂ‘; and XXT, Naypada-Parld/cimedz’ :o%em d

ct; one, IV, § qranur-(}’qclzm, will in al] probabilit 3 o a euudertheTramway
the Rajah of Cochin ; and it seems reasonable to expect uanced by His Highness
offered by the Government of India t, al-,angemen%:c that ng

extensions, III from Rayapuram to Madras Harbouy andbeXhl]Ig[ n}ade for the shors

Nagore. rom Negapatum to

in paragraph 6 as being for all practical
to xlgak_e no further reference to them hegg,r Ik))oses Pt
preliminaries in regard to them become more and the ne
r thbse il necessar

spall cont‘muga to be addressed s to details, and to rg ;n?ltll;'? t]ile Goyernment of India
%on as mag'r D6 necessary to permit of the passing of fing) nished with such informa-

he five projects referred to in paragraph 5 as f orders in regard to them
p:lt tf.o;ﬁard, and the eleven Projects recited in not being fit to
practically secure, shall all be omitted from the schedule of |; being secure or
preference which it is the object of thig letter to lay pe of lines arranged in orq
for consideration at the Conference, FIvesn i

8. The five remaining projects are as follows :
7 ~ ~- ]
[ _VI Erode-Narjangd .. .

\  VII Mettupdiaijam-Satyamann
\__V Pidanir-Dindigul 0™ 110 miles
XVII Bezwada-Masulipatam : yu 1
X VI Kurnool road-Kurnool 151,3 n
9. The last two of these may oopven: 82 <)
A NV "N
would be a-braneh, and the latter Wy b6 Bt Goult i The fo
. e former

line ; and both are, in the opinion of thix (3. of the Southery
; ) p this Government, g Mahratty metre gange

'g‘zﬂéza]glgﬁagf-%?stil?eﬁs{({n of the Southern Mahrattg iine.ll tly tecessary for the £,]]
S P J hich hal way was the outcome of a w'Wdy fo the Kistng district
Tioh travbrses. the, der Bon . SoVE W6-fully. respad gyt - MIDO Beliy, 'the g1
which traverses the dry Bellary districts ig made tg unti] the Pt y the fu
towns of the Fastern Kistna delta, and unti] s Iﬁenet ate in amongs; ge system
t(:ir?.fﬁc oﬁieerls), the Er@m d(_aalgrs of the two tra:cts Which ?‘%mte
SR, 31'9 TUm gk flinto ;ﬂtlmate business contaot, g, tlh 0 largelyin glimatio e
p:;i%i?blgr?ilct?oag OIV‘Vh r(ilin Wherg 1t i abundaut,: to whzf. When faming is again gg:
%) ine feeder ro'e.t f ¢ furnool branch~anq the 1st. ¢ €1t1s Scarce, with the leq t
faailitato the dissomination, or o LStributing chypen OB 8ud Gth of the » g1
. S amongst the vi 8 whij : Eiongs
cheap grain which there j,s ever'(?’ys reasozllutzgezxofe the most difﬁhcu?:et,ieilgned to
]glstnﬁx delt?},1 lfGthe Ma1s1.1hpa‘tam extension iy . (f)u Cﬁt will floy ik s cts, of the
Excellency the Governor in Council Instructs me tog t a Successfy] jgg :
lf?xfﬂ](t}y may be aﬂqrctle((ll to the Southern Mahrattq S2y that e bing th::l His
e ogfamziii?om%te with them, to construet thege tl way Company, bz beverg
strootion, Re. 35,000 per mite 0T that, if du attaption o, TPOrANt Soptiene o
struction, Rs. 39, per m1l_e ought to suffice to 1 18 paj s at a
branch, and Rs. 45,000 per mile the 5( mile Magul; construt, 4, 3 m_cimyKof con-
: ue Kurnool

: as
outlay of 34 lakhs for the two, demanding g Provisioﬁa;%n; :fh 18101, or g totq) capital
a

per annum for interest, a sum which it ge

recouped by improved traffic on the maineél(l)?l fﬁggelﬁ possible WOul(;)tnoothr one lakh

the net earnings of the brancheg themselyeg ahratty ai Way, ag 4 mﬁre than
] ) well as by

10. The Erode-Nanjangéd, the Mettupdl,u'

Dindigul lines find an important place in yam/-‘s.'“‘yafnangalam

J th o
of India have heen already addressed, of ;I:t)i-]:yé ;1111 r:gl;ad to which the Gove ¢
g rancheg rnmen

the Madras standard gauge railway, Tt ay be conyep; h
lent hep

ek fo
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South Mysore and the district lying south-east of Podanur are considered by this
Government to be properly the trade traet;{g)f the Madras Railway, and not of the
South Indian Railway. Both the Mysore  branch and the Dindigul branch of the
Madras Railway are, in the opinion of this Government, necessary for the proper deve-
lopment of important tracts of country and of important trade interests, and ought to
be brought to maturity as soon as they can be admitted within the programme of lines
on whose capital cost a guarantee must be offered. As already explained elsewhere
the short Mettupalaiyam-Satyamangalam section is an essential feature in the new
metre gauge network. These three lines, which if economically designed ought to be
built for perhaps within Rs. 200 lakhs, must, in the opinion of this Government, be
arranged for with the Madras Railway Company on Calicut-Cannanore terms. It
seems likely however that the Mysore Government may prefer to themselves construct,
or underwrite the guarantee for, the 30 mile portion of the N anjangod line lying
within their territory, Should they do this it would be essentialgghat it should be
arranged with the Durbar that the Madras Railway Company should lease the 45
mile section from the frontier to Mysore, because the ecity of Mysore is the Com pany’s
objective for trading purposes. :

11. Asit doesnot seem possible that surveys and projects for these proposed metre
gauge extensions of the Madras Railway should be ready before April 1899, it seems
unnecessary now to say more on the subject bey_ond communicating to you the strong
desire of His Excellency the Governor in Council that the Government of India may
see their way to support the scheme.

12. Taking for granted that the eleven projects detailed in paragraph 6 are
practically as good as secured, it seems only necessary now to schedule the following
five in the order of preference allotted to them by this Government: —

Number in | Number in the | Fioe i s 5 i
: ti . e in connection with
:rtgf::-r(:afd %:l;l:ll(:rl% Name of project. which to be worked, | Seurce of supply of funds.
priority. note. [
1 XVII Bezwada-Masulipatam Southern Mahratta Ry. | Branch Line Company.
2 XVI Kaurnool road-Kurnool .. Do. g
’
81 V1 Erode-Nanjangod ve -+ | Madras Railway . | Calicut-Cannanore terms.
4 VII Mettuphlaiyam-Satyamangalam .. Do. IL .
6 Y Podanar-Dindigul Do. b Do

13. In conclusion I am instructed to say that!between now and the date of the
sitting of the Conference(all information of any value which may be collected)shall be

forwarded in due course to the Government of India.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Joint Secretary.
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THE RAILWAY CONFERENCE OF 1898.

-
-

Note by the Consulting Lngineer for Railways, Madras.

1. During the year which ended on the 31st March 1898, satisfactory progress

i has been made in negociations in regard to a number of the lines which were pressed
for in our letter to the Government of India, No. 332 Ry., dated the 10th May 1897.
The Calicut-Cannanore extension, 62 miles, and the Arcot branch, 4 miles, have been
definitely arranged for, and work on them has been started. The Government of
India have offered terms for the Madura- Pamban, 100 miles, and for the Tinnevelly-
Quilon, 103 miles, which seem certain, after negociations and with a little diplo-
macy, to be accepted by the South Indian Railway Company and by the State
of Travancore. We are now in daily expectation of receiving an offer, from the
Rajah of Cochin, to provide the capital required for the construction of the Shoranur-
Cochin line, 73 miles; and this offer will, there can hardly be a doubt, prove
acceptable. The Government of India have expressed their willingness to recommend
to the Secretary of State that the Tanjore Distriet Board should be permitted te
finance the proposed extension of their Mayavaram-Mutupet line to Avadyarkoil,
45 miles. We may, 1 hope, count upon the acceptance by the Secretary of State of
the project lately sent up for extending the Nilgiri Railway a further distance of 12

miles to Ootacamund. The South Indian Railway Company’s proposed short suburban

extension of 4 miles from N egapatam to Nagore may also doubtless be counted on as

certain to be sanctioned. The Government of India have provisionally approved of

a proposal, not contemplated at the time of the last Conference, by the Rajah of Parla-
kimedi, to construct a light railway at his own expense about 25 miles in length,
i from N, aupada to Parlakimedsi,

) Thus, with a fair degree of certainty, we may count
< Upon securing the early construction of 428 miles of new railways in the Presidency.
! 2. But besides the above 42

8 miles which we may fairly count on getting in the
‘ near future, there are the following 300 miles in regard to which negociations are
: progressing satisfactorily, A survey of the Erode-Nanjangod link, 114 miles, is in
progress, and I learn from the Chief Engineer of the South Indian Railway that the
ghit to be megociated is not likely to prove as difficult as was anticipated, A
business firm in Madras are nibbling at the Ammayandyakkantir-Kuruvanuth project,
75 miles, and they expect shortly to be in a position to come forward with a definite
offer for it. The Madras Railway Company seem likely to make reasonable proposals
for the projected branch from Podanur to Dindigul, 110 miles. The short extension
of about 1" mile, from the Madras Railway Company’s terminus at Kayapuram to the
Madras Harbour face, is the subject of negociations with the Harbour authorities and
is likely I hope very soon to be brought to a practical issue.

3. Three projeets aggregating 161 miles in length may for the present be dropped
out of sight, namely, the Trichinopoly-Thondi, 86 miles ; the Vizianagram-Bimlipatam,

15 miles; and the Vizianagram-Saluru, 60 miles. We have expressed concurrence
with the Go

overnment of India that the first is not wanted in the near future; and the
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from Vizianagra[p to Saluru, the important trunk line from Vizianagram to Raipur in
the Central Provinces may within a reasonable time get past the project stage.

4. Of the nineteen Projects put forward in a table of preference with this Govern-
ment’s letter to the Government of India, No. 332 Ry., dated the 10th May 1897, fifteen
have now been dealt with (and one new one extra). The four which remain, aggre-
gating 226 miles in length, are the following : the Masulipatam-Bezwada, 50 miles ;
the Kurnool branch, 32 miles; the Arsikere-Mangalore, 137 miles ; and the Gopalpur-
Berhampur, 7 miles. I may predicate of two of these that this Government 1s as

-
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anxious as ever it was to secure th

d of t - . 1@ very early comstpyeti
an & ;)a lée Masulipatam extension, through tl{e Fiaqn of the Kurnool branch
Railway Company or of Branch line Companies conmeagmmy of the Southern Mabratta

5. I have now referred in a ge :
and to one over, the Parlakimed ling; gad hyey, (s 06Leon of Tnst oqp
mine projects, are likely to be secured i et 428 miles of they
involving four projects, seem i i
negociations for four projects a
and that 161 miles, involving th
from the programme.

miles of the south-western end of the M

sions and existing and projected branche

result in 520 miles of metre system being ;iﬁiﬁﬁ;:hgﬁcﬁ Whi&:‘, if accepted, will
adras Railwg g

7. Proposals to extend the ares served b y Company,
been met by the objection that, for the traffic
broad gauge railway is too expensive a :

1 Oa.l‘l‘ylno m s
have occurred to the Company that they mightcadvz(ﬁ:le: S 1t never seemed to
tlhelr business operations by offering to undertake the geously extend the area of
feeders and extensions upon a cheaper scale than that ofconsprucuon and working of

been obliged, with much dissatisfaction and ve their main line, they have

gradual extension across their lawful territory?é Eﬁ:uﬁ ag; ‘:;‘;’Hlflﬁg,_ to lgc‘))k on at the
‘ eflicient South Indian

Kailway, which seemed likely, sooner or

the oldgr and more conserv.ati}:re and slowl;a ;e :;i? S:)l:k away much of the life blood of
twelve months, in connection with the question whe 'h:ﬁzl?tmn’ But during the last
tract which seems undoubtedly to be within the lawful « he sout;p parts of Mysore—a
the Madras Railway—should be tapped by that l‘ailwaypo:rg oit:raq;n% mﬁiuence of
Railway Company expressed their willingness, officially and {1 eﬁn'? IB., the Madras
to construct metre gange branches. This, in my opi itely, to work anq

. . nion, is a m i <%
and one which, once arrived at, deserves all possible ene °:1ragemen(:s;t v:lllse declslon,
this Government. e hands of

8. As we are not dealing with the question of great !
strategic lines, it may be taken as an axiom that itié?s desitgll;(l): %z;lt'ﬂnk lines op of
be possible, certain tracts of country, tracts which as a rule wij] 52, 80 far_ a8 mgy
daries fairly well defined, whether by natural physical features clin ¥e their hoy,.
soil, produce, or by the existing course of trade and its, ﬁnana- e, tOPOgraphy
made over to certain railway organizations to work, without S eing, shonlq b(;
from rivals. I refer of course to India, where the relationg £ 41 dCroachmep;,
to the public can be fairly effectively controlled by Governmept, ot the Monopo)ist
ways, to serve such a tract as it ought to be served, may be eop ar SYStem of py).
its feeders, if not in its gauge, then at least in its carrying eapacite 02 river 4y, d
the number of trains which it runs on its several parts. TFar up tow a8 Meagyrgq be
it will sometimes happen that, even with one train a day each e ardg tl.m « -4 by
broad gauge is a very uneeoqomlcal machine fm: the work to bis MR I‘aIIWay on th
to be done; and 1t becomes 1n that case a _questmn, to be q ecided %ne, or eyep lik 1
by comparative estimates, whether the. ad@htxonal expense involved  °Y €Xerian oo ae
and in a separate rolling stock organization may not be p g 1 chapg, nd
economy of working whwh'results frogn the. better co-ordinati, alaneed i
Thinking on these lines brings us logically in some cases to “\eg of meg he
extensions of standard gauge systems, and sgmetimeg perhaps <

Proposed to be served. a

Gang by
Salge | .
10 narpgy ':nehes or
3 Sy 2'ft.
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gauge, commercial branch feeders for standard or metre gauge systems. If the standard

nge is known to cost, say Its. 1,00,000, metre gauge cheap branches in a poor country
Rs. 50,000, and 2-ft. gauge feeders on district roads Rs. 25,000, per mile, very little
consice ation will show that the adoption of break of gauge, the cost of which is now
pretty well known though not speeifically charged to the publie, may in certain cases
prove to bea wise and an cconomical measure; always predicating that it is not
strategic lines or great through trunk lines that are under consideration, but strictly
commercial lines for the haulage of third-class passengers from village to village and
of produce between the villages and the nearest port or mart.

9. It would be greatly to be regretted if, having given in their adherence to so
wise a policy, the Madras Railway Company: should afterwards find themselves
seriously hampered by reason of the length, or the position, of their metre gauge bran-
ches being such as to make their economical working impossible. Thus if they found
on their hands only the Dindigul branch, on the metre gauge, it would undoubtedly
be difficult to work it economically as an isolated section. But during the progress
of enquiries by His Highness the Rajah of Cochin, through the Political Department,
as to the possibility of himself, without financial aid from Government, providing the
capital necessary for the projected Shoranur-Cochin Railway, it suggested itself that
by the adoption of the metre gauge His Highness would find it possible to
become the owner of the line, and that with little or no borrowing. But negociations
in such matters take time, especially as there is a complication in connection with the
necessity for part of the proposed line passing through the lands of the neighbouring
State of Travancore ; and meanwhile sanction had come to start work on the Calicut-
Cannanore line. It seemed right, pending a definite decision being arrived at in regard
to this question of metre gauge policy, that the Madras Railway Company should
not be committed to what might prove to be infructuous expenditure on broad gauge
works where there seems good reason to hope that the metre gauge may ultimately
be adopted.. If ever a continuous line of railway should become a fuit accompli along
the west coast of India—and with the Tinnevelly-Quilon, the Shoranur-Cochin, the
Calicut-Cannanore and certain proposed lines near Bombay on the tapis or under con-
sideration, it does not seem unreasonable to expect that within a reasonable period
there will be such a continnous line—it will certainly be a metre gauge railway ;
and any short intervening broad gauge sections, if unfortunately they should be
allowed to come into existence, will certainly be sooner or later converted. In view
of these considerations it seemed to this Government to be quite essential that the broad
gauge should not be drifted into for the Cannanore extension through mere absence of
forethought, and of due consideration of all the conditions so far as it was possible
to foresee them ; and the result of correspondence which has ensued is that the Govern-
ment of Iudia have ordered that no work on the Calicut-Cannanore line should be
entered on which would be likely to prejudice the consideration of the question of
gauge,

10. What I have in view for the Madras Railway Company, much of it possibly
yet a long way off, but none the less for all that deserving of careful eonsideration
In connection with this large problem, is that, sooner or later, they should work the
following extensions and branches on the metre gauge ; and that necessarily, in connec-
tion with such working, they should convert:the following sections of their own line
from the broad to the metre gauge :—

393 miles new branches or extensions to be budlt.

Calicut-Cannanore ,,, sid —y wss 62 miles.
Shoranur-Cochin pre by A R e
POdanllI’Dindigul v Vae sen cee e see 1]8 ”
Erode-Nanjangod-Mysore ... i wee 130 (15 already exist).

Mettupalaiyam-Satyamangalam ... vos s w25 miles.

137 miles existing main line and branches to be converted.

Podanur-Shoranur g8 ... 57 miles.
Shoranur-Calicut 13 4 {4 PCIERTS . S
Podanur-Mettupalaiyam ., fan B 1 Saiti (26 i

Total, future metre gauge for Madras Railway Company ... g’—);(-). »
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- ated is the construction by the Madras Railway Company
T Wh%t 1Sf cg;t{er;glre gauge line, some of it for the Rajah of Cochin, and the re-
v ‘?)93 m]lg esszate guaranteed debentures raised on what may be called Cannanore terms ;
maindet by version from standard to metre gauge of 137 miles of their present line ;
and the c?;(lliﬁon the working of the 15 miles section of the Mysore State Railway
with, maﬁ n'ang’od and Mysore. But it scems probable that the Mysore State may
bet\_;vee'l;l bal;.i‘}.d the 30 miles of the Erode-Nanjangod line, which lie within their
dem'l:e : as part of their own system, to be leased, with the 15 miles Nanjangod -
ﬁ?;;(:-zy’sectinn, to the Madras Railway Company ; and in that case the new mileage

‘on this branch to be arranged for by the Madras Railway Company would be 85 only.

11. It will be convenient in this note to complete the arguments in favour of
the adoption of the ab(_)vtg sgheme' by Government and_ the Maqras Railway Company
by pointing out that, if it is carried out, the locomotive running lengths will be as
fglllows. Between Madras' and Podanur,.the broad gauge engine runs will be divided
as may suit best for the distance, 302 meles; there are éngine stations at present on
this length at miles 42, 80, 132, 207, 243 and 302. For t_he metre gaoge system the
important junction of Podanur, where al] metre gauge engine and rolling stock works
would be situated, would be the engine-homing station for the following daily
runs : —Podanur to Shoranur and back 114 miles, Podanur to Dindigul 118 miles,

by rack rolling stock, through Mettupalaiyam to Ootacamund and back, 104
E:;?:;.mr”rhz Nanjangod-Erode,run 114 miles would b g

. e Worked from Krode where the
‘Company have got old accommodq’uon.' It may be that the ghat pusher engines could
be utilized for the short connecting link of 25 .mlles between Satyamangalam and
Mettupalaiyam. Shoranur wo'uldrserve' as the engine-homing station for the two runs,
Bhoranur to Cannanore 116 miles, and Shoranur to Cochiy 73 miles with prospects of
extension afterwards in the Quilon direction.

12. As'it is not onl'y as an eng‘ine-homing station th
AP locomptﬁvehvivorlilshop centre for the mety
: ible to work in with t 18 the reduction of the are i
fg;?ired at Perambore, the existing locomotive sho % of now shops likely to be

. ; 8 of the V AR
if the Bast Coast Railway or part of it should be lel;sed toihi’:déz;g:g;v“y Company,

at Podanur will be useful,
€ Bauge sections, it seems

13. Taken as a whole, the scheme seemg to me to he i

one which ought to prove equally acceptable to the Co;l}):?lx;ﬁl{o g((>30d o‘f[;‘:gg
From Podanur westward, and throughout the whole areg to be seryved th ove oy -
nor so far as can be judged is there ever likely to bhe any traffic, at al] e }]?hin 10
that on parts of the South Indian Railway metre system., 1 th 3!’?:‘9% f%bis
scheme, the Madras Railway Company woulq seeure the tradg of jtrh e adop 1onto .
country, now .undoubtedly their proper territory, which the e Important }faf fi
Podanur through Udamalpet, Dharapuram and Palnj 1, proposed branch fr

would also retain all the advantages of tradiy indigul will serve, They

direct w3 :
will cortaiaty bo snatohed. fram’ thoms oo hge Irect with Mysore, advantages which

: South : , by
allowed to extend to Nanjangod: The eost gy adi ﬁie\llt;n(?fl?; Rall'Way Company alrse
1 am now making enquiries Lversion are not serious,

. as to what similap work 1
have already ascertained that the conversion of the G};alft:g% ?::alfl:?;wr Ot(?eas“");(ljs;n?{::
- y Seo l()u, .

in length, was effected during only 3( hours’ gt 7
;::ile v%as all that was spent (apart from builg?ﬁ)gagea(: dt'?ﬂ"lc, and that Rs. 700 pe:
Erode) on the conversion of the 167 mijeg from Negapatam ::’Elgg arrangements 8
e.
14. Should this policy ¢ommeng itself to

Company, it would ﬁg Wis: to convert the Caliglft‘?;’mmz?; b the Madras Ruil“’lay
as possible after rolling-stock had hegy Provided, gq 4}, tﬂectmn' Wwith as little delay
order by the time the extensmn. to Cannanoye and the (?‘ all might be in working
The conversion of the Metl‘?P?'lalyam branch might a4y ochin branch were ﬁplshed'
the opening of the Mettupalaxyam-()oonoor section of t};"l '2eously be done in time for
case the Nilgiri rolling stock eoy]. e

. Bt d be giri Railwa d in that
Podanur through the Dindigul braneh, t}lll:ed on the brane A

- 2 + At Erode, and also ab
would conneet with that of the Soq;. IndianMadras Railway ¢, ode, anc

Railyay Compmyfnpﬂ“}"s metre system

_whosofar
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. » I proceed, following last year’s practice, to
group the L7 projects, referred to as still alive, in paragraph 9, around the main or

trunk systems with which they seem to be naturally connected, or by the a . F
which they seem likely to be worked when completed. g v gency o

Mapras Rarnway CoMPaNY’s Group op Lings.

16. 1. Calicut-Cannanore, 62 miles, Rs. 78,75,000.—I have increased the length
of this extension from the 59 miles given last year, because though there will be some
reduction of length due to the recent re-alignment, the line will certainly be extended
to Baliapatnam, Cannanore being no place to stop it. Since the inspection recorded
in G.0., No. 695, dated 21st September 1897, a great deal of survey has been done
and with most satisfactory results, and I quite expect to see a substantial reduction
in the estimate, quite apart from any question of gauge. The survey parties are still
in the field. In November 1897 the Agent, Madras Railway Company, learnt from
his Board that they had raised £100,000 for the Calicut-Cannanore extension in the
form of 2} per cent. debentures at £99. The Government of India telegraphed on
the 29th December 1897 that work might proceed on the first 26 miles, and immedi-

or works for expenditure in

: elay unavoidably ocourred in
making over the land. The Company have been authorised to collect materials and

to do certain classes of work which will not result in waste if the metre gauge should
be decided on. :

17. II. The Arcot Branch, 4-35 miles.— With our No. 467 R., dated the 15th J uly
1897, we sent to the Government of India an estimate for this short branch, amount-
ing to Rs. 2,58,065. In forwarding it for the sanction of the Secretary of State, the
Government of India recommended that negociations with the Company should be
conducted on the basis of their raising money for it on the terms of capital being
converted at the prescribed or average rate of exchange, and of the application of the
same rate to the interest thereon. Under this arrangement the estimate was raised to
Rs. 2,98,000 by adding a sum equivalent to difference in exchange on expenditure
in England between the rates of Is. 104, and current rates. These conditions being
accepted bv the Company, work was allowed to proceed. At the present moment

land is being acquired and some improvements are being carried out in the alignment
which will, it is believed, result in eeonomy, ,

18. I1I. The Madras Harbour Branch, about 1 mile, Rs. 2,00,000.—The matur-
ing of this useful project has been greatly hampered by the necessity for considerin
the requirements and convenience of the Harbour Trust Board. They, reasonabl
enough, object very strongly to any interference with their existing arrangements for
bandling the trade of the port, and indeed to the Madras and South Indian Railways
coming to any permanent arrangement until such time as their own schemes for ex-
tending the accommodation of the port, whether by docks or by boat basins, shall have
been brought to maturity. But certain proposals have@qﬁ%mﬁ')\laid before
the Harbour Trust Board and the Madras Railway Company which, if agreed to, will

have the effect of allowing at least temporary arrangements to be made which, while
securing to Madras the

: Immense convenience of direct access by rail to the harbour
face and to the business part of the city, will offer the minimum of interference with
the conduct of the landin

! g and shipping business. It remains-now-to-be-seen—how £,
proposals will-be met. by the Harbou

seem quite willing to meet, each other’s convenience.

19, 17 Shoranur- Cochiny, T3 miles, latest rough estimate Rs, 50,00,000 —Reference
will be found ' paragraph 9 of this note to an offer which this Government are in
daily expectation of receiving, from Hig Highness the Rajah of Cochin, to construct

¢ and on the metre gauge. Correspondence on the

emi-official or confidential, because there are certain
vision of land for nine or ten miles f the line b th 'I)(I?Sfrt"!entls'bgpf ght:tgmi
of the line of

Travancore. "These difficulties w R e o b X

ill doubtless disappear in due course, and meanwhile

r-Trust Board and by the Railway GOmisBEYv ’ ‘
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6 e : J 1054 R., dated thé 30th November 1897,
in this Government’s letter No. .y )
the Madras Railway Com h P ’E»ccriﬂf:;ﬁ; u:vas l:ccorded to them to make the survey, and an estimate for Rs. 17,829
the same principles yas th(g? ihff in st‘f,'vey pary.in the field who are: kI Y 4 w:.s sanctioned in the Government of India’s letter No. 78 R.C., dated the 15th Janu.
have resulted in such mal‘ked ) 10 € case Of thu Calicut‘canlmu"m eanSlon'

econg 18 qui ary 1898, but on the clear understanding that the making of the survey should
the estimate, a metre gauge | my. It is quite hoped that, on the completion of )

: Y : is to make and to work the line hereafter
: 4 ipe may he founq t, be not in any way prejudice the question of who is to make an )
Highness the Rajah of Cochin, w},

. i 1 of Government, the revenues
k Its of the survey should be at the disposa t,
B e et b et b
; © development of hig State are expected | time be made over to another T e y .
intormation o  subjoc s 118 mite ehaps Ba. §0,00,000, metre gauge—A8 | | | lne whih T i Mysore territory would be about 30" miles in Aol ke
evident that fhe ; 8; ﬁci{ﬁlgllg Proposed ling accumn]ates, it’bec(;mr;ft:wli agd more seems likely that the Mysore Government u;:y Pl‘ﬁfetxiﬁ t;hg: s;htlse;ef:&ﬁ dB p(;'obabl; fl’;l;
» : 4y Lompany, wi, ; : f 1 : i State Railway system; 8 ca y
:x}xlugg oft lﬁhIe (:i).untxy Proposed to he se"ed,YShoul?i :ng {)m_vle A grip on the tr::lien:t | ﬁﬁ?ﬁmltﬁ; :’i 2321;50 v:nniles from the frontier to Mysore City to the Ma(‘ilra; Railway
¥ e letl : ndian Railway Company, And yet it 3 o uilding of the lmealf‘ owill: 3 e fn i it 1s arranged that the latter shall construet and work the Britis} pﬁ)r:l:;.
1:I‘iqu(tuetharlged'e nough to carry the traffie, " July le:;’i‘tha}f e gausgt_% u:ms of ' & M ll;tes};; information from the Chief Engineer of the South IndlaantaﬂW?‘Y 15: a 19
Tinnevelly-(;uilfol:x R::xl;v ai?:)g Ompagy made an offey to oons’t:u:t lt;l(::rgl :;uln:rg;mm, ! Ga{ialhatti ghit by which the descent is made from the Mysore platean is not near y
h Odanur-Dingigy] ; ; t g i : . : ticipated.
our letter No. 18ul lines ¢y blo ren 10 ) 80 formidable as was an P : L o e
Governm:nt ?)f 5;2(311 a],i’t datefd the 5th. August 18y7 tixis l:;l(:v for mu:(’:(;vg('\d the ' 8 24, VII. Mettupalaiyam-Satyamangalam link, 25 mles.—{hr; llll;k 114; adneﬁassary
in that Otumssny o 0 refuse Permission t, the i’nelusion feﬂllmeln t-named 1ine IR et %he n;ew metre gauge scheme, to enable the rolling-stock o 'lt e.h od.e-t yso:e
e v A herea)f’ter, g"i?;nm.e for the Present, byt withent 0 ret' ::l ic?t:)u?t " ro.ome i , gection to get to Podanur for repairs, and also to shorten by 100 miles the distance to
of India in thejp letter NOVI E&f Watter wagq a""ePtedp bly the Governmenb® ¥ the Ni]gjpi: from Mysore and the Decce'm. fih = 19,19,000.—Tn Inst vear's
they agreed with yg that t'his partl}cgla dated. the 22nd October 1597, in Whiih‘ { 25. VIII. Nilgiri Railway e:itegfnon, Rﬁlﬁv :;rll;‘i]o Iff)'g' ¥ ’the;'e w.a.: anproposz.l fop
present, and coneurpeq with ug ar project hg better be ghelved for the = notE this Wak Aiasad SE s Boutl Tadtas el : bei
it Meanwhile, the Madras R % the opinjoy that the » gauge would suffice for Ul U jork the Nilgiri Railway. But, now that arravgements are being
04 : ailway (), metre gauge would suffice f y that Company to wor ; Madras Railway Company, it must be grouped
; buzllld lltilz I:’lhh;id e o eStima¥e fo;nsa::‘yrvg;d e kcepmg PR, g '3 ne_‘-ir];) e:?tetd ri:irlvlvtasy}’): lggt‘e‘lfgl({)i: tgldt hgranaéhes. The Coonoor-()o’ta%a,mulllad exfl';enlsfon
. 016 aspect of the ue L 3 ok e fhe. Conforonbie s 1897 for construction by a Branch Line
this branch line has Undergoneq estlon of which Company should be allowed to mak.G o hai bse recmgnilendEdlf})t{ert- l\? 0. 021:16 Ry., dated the 12th February 1898, this Govern-
expressed their readinegg ¢, make metre oo S 0C€ the. Madras Railway Company havg = = Company. ~ With our

) : i . 19,19,000 inclusive of
1y : - T ; » plans and estimates amounting to Rs 9 208 ( .
%rapllllsﬂ)?ind 13 the reagong Which haye lgauge hmnches. have explained in part™ = 3 ment tor(vi;-argled :(ljlneq{)r zzlﬁon’ Fontrs sa;lctlon ot e Goverpment of Tn dla,.thh :
y:;; G; al ra8 Railway Company on the g ‘:8 favourthe construction of this branei =2 interest }m:]rfendafion SRR o por DeR: Gibraielis interest for which the
lg)zflgz tlimir si?n:eheme z cheap and e°°:°rf:i§:l‘llge; iz, that if built, it will for 8 ] ?‘tg?nl;gnul;;(:l’c should noi’: be withheld. Tt would be very convenient if _:hef concessu;n
that the branch iéconneeted therewith at P T g ed foeders o, ha: iNS for this extension could be so settled that there need be no necessi y for separate

mad, anur g Eea ver : § . tions,
Railiiy Eitipuiry ngta::n all mygt on the cheape: d also at Erode ; and moreo capital and revenue accounts to be kept for the old and new secti

: ! 17 . adras
tapped by their riva] g, Sout ey Vill oo tepyigpc 80 3 @ that if the Madrtt 8

- '’s GROUP,
ivi tals 3 th Tngj TV by reason of the tract bein8g Sourn Inpiay Rarnway CoMpany’s
local Civil officials 9 an Railyg 'Y Teason of the tr o .
shorter outlet towapgy (E:hte}:; ot that Whatylheo;ﬁg;],)' ladence °b“""$i 'xr.oa i/ 26. 1X. Madura-Pamban, 100 miles, Rs. 43,00,000.—In the enclosure to the
to be tapped are 80 situateq t. @ ten op twely ¢@ of the tract nee ¥,

ia’s No. 8- dated the 23rd March 1898, we were informed |
. . ug Government of India’s letter, No. 8 R.P., L v 5 to at last year’s !
1t went fairly straight frop, Pod the lengt_h of the line ig con !llttrelllmp ortxl:;tr(;'}‘l‘;n if 3 : that this project had been allotted a place in the programme agreed to at last year
line, and ought therefgre to !  Dingj it 5o o cerably grea gy

] i |
i ‘onf a Il idered suitable for construction by a Branch Line |
‘ t i . 'Bn oy caie o Tonmen: ; Railway Conference, as a Jine consl e Honthelndian Reileat ot “
a?%r;?igth 18 thereforg 5 malotgsli,f vﬁ:ﬁ Village of impm-tlz:l::e‘ Mﬂ{:ﬂl{f ]‘.:(d;\jl.? Jine, 1 Company. In July 1697& lwe iﬁeelﬁgd fﬁ-la %ﬁi’l J;‘gm tth}iae T?Itlnevelly— Quslan, aZ shogrodh |
b . A y is e - ’ - :
i 22C.This Governmeny et i compurison with the picking P 14 g(l)r(]iimtzz Iﬁ?gsgf:lll(itline:s ' axolfi in addressing the Government of India on the S‘l(libjeﬁt 0: :
. i : 7 ol o i ¢ k oy il "eS88 a no !
gauge scheme detajleq in it d the IMprimat . otr® 48 the first of the three, in our No. 530, dated 5th Auz?ast 1] 897,_Wethexp1 re: f‘a it gf ,
ment of Indig thyt condﬁ?;agﬁaph 10, iy jtg eut,iret\ur ot]t?o" SPRFovel i 'lg !:v‘erﬂ' i that it might be possible to allot to th_lslhne an g?iliiy I%a(‘;gv;?nm;tg bgt edaatd !
the full schemo g5 ; L Be Madrag 1404 Bave adyised the Go of i railways to be made on the direct financial responsibility o : ‘ |
to the POddﬂur-Di;%?gtﬂ ¥ Bradually Worked 1, ailway CO{“P&H)"N m“""l’!‘mo&hc S that, failing this, we would desire that it should be mzt;le by a ?rﬁi};fﬁ:hcfh?ﬁ;{ 1
the money for thi Y Shoullcllleb Shoulg ﬁnip 3 A8 Oceasion offers, ﬁ}“"r rt, (8 subsidiary to the South Indian Baﬂvzay Comlgaély,da!tl dclo';lttllleil Z 1600 Te ke t
fCannauore line, anq that we shoe Talsed on conditiony sir:-:"lflnzall. 1 :O?Sldg‘alic“" thelreg\?te il;:;e; on tl:ie R;solllumzog 1\10.O5t14;)- s 1-;9 7;2 :he b bidw . 108 55 ,
. 1or railwg constryets e Press for e . HAr 1o those of the o [ 148 reply No. -h.C,, dated the 22nd Octobe ) : ‘
Meanwhily, e rieion for h, g eirg! o, 2CNUSI0n in the floncn] prograify I that, having regard to existing engagements, there was o chance of the Lapagclomod i
survey. '35 Railwgy Compay, my he Which wij) open in April 18 s being allotted an early place in the ordinary railway construction _progtl PR
2. 7 ¥ might } uthorised to make » re . that unless the South Tndian Railway Company should definitely accep ths 'i'[ A9eh |
i) S Ergde-NanJhngod Raily A arrangement as a Branch Line Company it would be out of the question for e ? oy |
it int 23 Put into the gy Indip Dy L0 miles ough in 1 s note th1® & Pamban to be undertaken for many years, They then offered certain terms o e
1¢1nto the Maydyqg RaiIWay grou bn “lwa group, it sf AR jast, yeqr a ear to PU¥ 0 acceptance of the Travancore Durbar, the South Indian Railway Company, an ‘3
© worked by the Madrag Raﬂwap’cecause it formg 01;9 = t“"s right this y! h would Government, for the construction and working of the Tinnevelly-Quilon line, an
14 should be aPproved, L mpany i the sch, % wnokions whid hs o said that it must be clearly understood that the arrangements made for the construc-
very Strongly agqingt the 9 Mad!‘ag Rﬂilway Comeme “tailed in paragrap rotest ' tion of this line and the Madura-Pamban must stand or fall together, and that they
another 4TI ACross theiy tru th' [ndiay Railway Co Pty Naturally encugh pmwh 3 were not prepared to consider any proposals for the construction of the latter which
Ompany consider be the;r, ad to snate ¢ fro S\n ¥ being ullowed 10 8 older did not contemplate the undertaking of the former almost simultaneously. In reply
OOPARY came forwarq mt‘}elus };y Nght. Byt ™ South Mygore which the .

. UL meanwh: 3! way
appl ¢ an offe While the n Ra
PPIANGeS ready, their offer wag 1o etc:)mmsugdeyedthe route, agg ?.:ut'll:c;ml:mml meD ‘;‘ord g
ik to the G g dia

, Overnment of In




e explained that some delay was likely to ocour in ;

Q,uilorlx) preliminaries, and that meanwh};le we consifil;:egetttgzle?}f oihghe Tinnevelly-
Madura-Pamban might go on, and that under all the circumstance ancing of the
with proper_precauhqns, there negd be no objection to a Branch LPS Woe agreed th.at,
atilized for its financing. In their reply No. 90 R.C., dated the 11";11 ompany being
the Governmenrt of India said that they would await the views ft hJ anuary 1898,
Railway Company on the proposal to finance the Madura-'pamb: g e South Indian
a Brapch.Lme Company : but that they were of opinion that before n by the agency of
on this line the Com_pany ghould give an undertaking to consthOrk 18 commenced
Tinnevelly to the neighbourhood of Trivandrum or Quilon or oth ¢t a railway from
either by the northern or southern route as may be decided b er hsultable terminus,
Tndia, whenever called upon to do so, on the terms and con ditiy;t e GoVernn_lent of
letter No. 1746 R.C., dated the 22nd October 1897. We replied ns Imposed in their
dated the i-}lst January 1898, that we would lay the whole ma.t’ t,;ll (l))ur No. 168 R.,
Indian Railway Company and the Travancore Durbar, and let 1;!}.1 efore the South
India know the ups_hot in due course, and that meanwhife thisiGa e Government of
concurred in the fairness of taking this opportunity of so cou ﬁnvemmgnt very fully
with the richer one that the South Indian Railway should ﬁng _tg up the poorer line
make too high terms for working the former. On the 1t worth while not to

Agent, South Indian Railway, he entered into corresp O?lgzitégnw?:ﬁné referred to the
correspondence 18 still in progress, and in'their letter to their Age]ioalig. This
nt, No. 204’

dated the 11th February 1898, the Board say that t o1 2

Madura-Pamban 1s financed by Branch line den cy,hfg ZEg?g;teino difficulty, if the
agreements that the working Company shall retain the necessar % ‘1‘18 the terms of the
g king. 1n the Agent’s letter to his Board No. 576, dated th o OTeE Faiep
he went carefully into all thg bearings of the proposal to’ o e 9th March 1898,
terms offered for the two lines stand or fall together, and engu(‘i acceptance of the
thought that the derived traffic from the Madura-Pamban and tﬁ b‘)_r saying that he
lines taken together ought to secure his Company against loss e 'lmneve]}yQuil“n
latter on the terms proposed. The Agent has since received on the working of the
Board accepting the Government of India’s conditions. ed a telegram from hig

97. X. Tinnevelly- Quilon, 103 miles, Rs.1,01,6

about the .Madura-Pamban line, the G(;vernu;egn’; é”}?&ia—}?s stated in the paragraph
Indian Railway Company agreeing to make and work a line &;ve sisted on the South
place to be decided on, and by a route to be decided on, in throén Tinnevelly to some
certain terms which ha‘{e been Speclﬁe(}, before they ,°a'n b e tatq of Travancore on
the Madura-Pamban line. Meanwhile we are in communic:t'perm}tted to ‘undertake
Durbar on the subject of the route which should be adopt dlon with the Travancore
working which have been proposed by the Government (E)f eI’ g.l_nd of the 'terms fop
South Indian Railway Company’s acceptance. This Govemmn a for their and the
with the superior advantages of the Southern route where thi ent is strongly impressed
are compared as a whole. The South Indian Railway Compa 18 and the northern i
guperior advantages of the former from a traffic point ofP 0y too appreciate the ve
British portion of the northern route passes through a View. 1t is true that the
than the British portion of the southern route. But this isvery much richer Qistriot
to the Railway Company who are concerned with the ext a matter of minor intepest
believed by this Government that the estimated cost of th Osion as a whole, 1t ;
of the northern route in ‘Iravancore territory has been @ very difficult. hill seor; 012

As a fact its survey was never really completed. We havgailz{lf;; a}Ett'OO ow 2 figure
ght it but fair to leave
eave

it absolutely to the Travancore Durbar to deci p
{.cts before them: The decision of the Durbardi: ::vlvcg;fmte to adOpt, laying i
are the terms which the Government of India have pro 1 (}1, expected. The follow; e
Travancore Durbar -and the South Indian Kailwa p(_(;’se for the acceptance of t]t]xg
working this extension: (@) that the South IndianyRa(i)lmpany for eonstructin 3
the whole of the necessary capital at 2} per cent. in ste ]vy ay Company should 8ma_ﬂ
the Government of India, the Travancore Durbar under "I0g under the guarante 18(2_
extent of the cost of the part of the line inside the Sta‘:l‘_ltmg that gnarantee toet ];’
Railway Company should construet the line including . le (2) that the South s e
then work 1t on gomplenon as part of their own Syst%m :'tm"-’s'stoek at cost price al;g
expenses a8 obtains over the whole system incln ding this t:zds:ﬁlef rate of wo ;kin«'
uture branches’;

/
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(¢) that the cost of maintenance during the first two years after opening be added to
capital ; (d) that surplus profits l?e d1v1defi betwqen 'Government and the Durbar
in proportion to the mileage in their respective territories. The acceptance or other-
wise of these terms by the Durbar and the Company is still the subject of correspondence,

but is believed to be very near.

28. XL Trz'chz'nopoly-Pudulc/tottm'- Thondi, 86 miles, Rs. 37,50,000.—Since I noted
last year that this scheme was not ripe for sending forward to the Government of India,
the South Indian Railway Company and the Rajah of Pudukkottai agreed to share
between them the cost of a survey estimated at Rs. 29,369. In our letter to the
Government of India, No. 718 R., dated the 23rd September 1897, we asked that
permission might be accorded to make the survey. In their reply, dated the 21st
October 1897, No. 1741, R.C., the Government of India suggested that we ought to
consider the effect on the prospects of this line of the proposed Madura-Pamban
and Mutupet-Avadyarkoil line. In our reply No. 1120 R., dated the 10th December
1897, we agreed that, in view of the prospect of the approaching completion of

arrangements for the two important lines referred to, it would be better not to press
just now for permission to survey the Trichinopoly-Thondi line. But we said that it
must be understood that this decision was come to without prejudice to the question of
the advisability of, later on, a the cost of the Pudukkottai State, surveying, a short
branch from Trichinopoly to serve the State, but not to extend beyond its southern or

eastern boundaries. Meanwhile, the collection of traffic statistics goes on.
29, XI1. Trz'clzinopoly-Tiru/clcéyihir, 90 milc_’s.—This project is not yet ripe for

putting forward, or for obtaining permission to survey it. The first official reference to
it was in my note on fam1

ine railway projects, dated 14th August 1897 ; and, previously
to this, I had collected a certain amount of mff)rmat}on about it. It is intended as a
substitute for the proposed Salem-Porto Novo line with a branch from Chinna Salem to
Tirukkdyildr, which was surveyed in 1887 The object of the old project was to streteh
a railway across the large unprotec'ted space between the Madras and South Indian
Railways, comprising parts of Trichinopoly and South Arcot districts, in order that in
times of famine access to gertain difficult tracts might be made easier. But it seems
obvious that the very same’ object may be attained, with the additional advantage of
a short cut of 40 miles between Madras and southern India, by a line from Trichi-
nopoly through Chinna Salem to Tirukkoyilir. The scheme is not yet ripe to be
dealt with. 4
80. XIII. Negapatam-Nagore, 467 miles, Bs. 2,51,000.—In sending forward the
Qouth Indian Railway Company’s. latest estimate for this short suburban extension,
with our letter No. 107 R., dated the 20th January 1898, we expressed a hope that
rmission might be accorded to its bemng constructed as part of the South Indian
Railway. In their reply, dated the 11th February 1898, No. 191 R.C., the Govern-
ment of India asked for a reliable estimate of the traffic likely to be obtained. We
have therefore collected all available information and have sent it to the proper
authorities to be verified and, if possible, supplemented. The information asked for is

now awaited.
81. X1V. Amagana:yak/:and;--Kuruvamzth, 75 miles.—The Government of India

informed us, in their No. 1449 R.C., dated the 3rd September 1897, that they were not
prepared to offer the 3 per cent. guarantee demanded by Messrs. Wilson & Co.
On learning of this decision that Firm came forward, in Jauuary 1898, with a
fresh offer to make the line under the Tramway Act without a guarantee. This
Government, in letter No. 180 R., dated the 2nd February 1898, have sent forward
the new offer to the Government of India with an expression of support, and have
inquired whether the Government of India have any objection to our issuing an
order under the Tramway Act. A reply has mow been received to the effect that
there will be no objection to such an order being issued, and suggesting the 2-ft.
gauge. Jn my opinion the Firm of promoters will be very wise to adopt the 2-ff.
gauge instead of the metre gauge for the branch, as, if properly equipped with up to
date rolling stock, the smaller gauge will carry all the traffic likely to offer itself.

39. X V. Mutupet-Avadaiyariovil, 45 miles.—The Government of India have now
informed us, in their letter No. 303 R.C,, dated the 5th March 1898, that they are
prepared to reco;nmend-to the Secretary of State that the District Board of Tanjore
should be permitted to make the proposed extension of their' Mayavaram-Mutupet




10 e
Railway from Mutupet a further distance of 45 miles
as may be necessary over and above the Board’ cadit
form of debentures having a currexrcy of not more than 9 =il 'l‘% raised in the
the debentures would be the Mayavaram- Mutupet Railway Ay éh e security for
Special Railway cess. The first nine miles of the proposed extensei;o
been surveyed and have been estimated as likely to cost Rs. 4'§'lakh
probably be no further difficulty and very little delay in startine g 1%
extension. The financiai posiion of the District Board in re
policy seems to be perfectly sound.

to Avadyarkoil -
s available blilane)es beiln, such capital

_There will
pon this important
0 regard to the proposed

SovraerN ManraTrA Ra1Lway Conpany’s Group,

38. X V1. Kurnool roadto Kurnool, 32 miles, Rs. 11,50,000,—T 41 ?
which we possess in regard to this project is contained in an enclo}slsg:tfst;nll:gmatlon
the Government of India, No. 1631-R.C., dated the 80th September 1897er fmm
enclosure was a copy of a letter addressed by the Government of Thdis & C 1 Ihis
J. G. Lindsay and A. J. Filgate, in which, replying to their applications to be all olonels
construct it on ¢“branch line terms,” these gentlemen were informed that otv{,ed i
the Government of India were prepared to sanction the construction of the b ough
they were not disposed to offer a firm guarantee of 3 per cent. for it, but would branch,
pared to favourably consider an offer for its construetion and workiug under the: 1P;re_
clauses of the branch line resolution, and to recommend the Secretary of Stet e
sanction it, on suitable terms being arranged by the promoters with the Soui 1:3 to
Mahratta Railway Compuny. Meanwhile, we addressed the Government of Indi'el:n
our No. 556 R.of the l4th August 1897, and, in forwarding traffic statisties w}?'nﬁ
seemed to show that it would probably be commercially successful, we begged t;)cat
due weight might be given to its importance as a famine work. ,

84. X VII. Bezwada-Masulipatam, 50 miles, Rs. 22,50,000.—1 bring this project
into the Southern Mahratta group, though last year it was classed in the East Cil)ast
Railway group, because this Government is convinced that it ought to be looked on as
an extension of the Southern Mahratta Railway, so as to aid the flow of  the produce
of the Kistna delta towards the dry districts arcund Bellary. This conviction was
emphasised as strongly as possible in our lettér to the Government of India No. 546 R

dated the 9th August 1897. But we have learnt from the enclosures tc; the.Govern.:
ment of India’s No. 1640-R.C., dated the 30th September 1897, that an application t

be granted a concession for this railway was refused to Colonels Lindsay alr)ld Filgat :
on the grounds that ¢ this project is not one for the construction of which the G i
ment of India are prepared at present to make an figiscin

: y arrangements.” T am personal
' ‘ ' ; ( . rsonall
convinced that this Government’s duty is to continue to press for the connection o);

the Bellary famine tracts with the Eastern Kistna delta and & dranam )
of the extension of the metre gauge system from Bezwada to Masfﬁﬁgg‘i, by means

85. X VII1. Arsikeri-Mangalore.—The result of certain correspondence on the sub

: is project which has been carried
ject of this project 1ed on during the past y -
Government and the Government of India, as eon%munigateg e?; 1b bk il

that it rests now with the Mysore Government to take the next ste lstggat(}i]e lgttgr,‘ i8
at a reasonable cost a raillway for access to the Western Coast Il)\,j rds o _ta'lmn-g
that if the railway is really wanted, and the ‘ Y own opinion is

4 Mysore Go , ;
it is wanted, they w?uld b(? wise to make it on the mode{e;fnﬁll(;n]g :;afa;nl_conwgced that
Railway, for the ghdt portion ; and I see no reason why the same Jeeling-Himalayan

adhered to throughout the entire length of the branch. gauge should not be
mont of Indiu’s lotter, No. 1774 B.C., dated the 27th Gototue, 1o  from the Govorn-
refused a recent oifer from Mr. W, Lonsdale b make the t;ranch ey deﬁmtel_v
guarantee, on the grounds that thgy had satisfied themselves that sy h v{ilthout any
metre gauge, would not be financially successful. ¢h a line, on the

East Coast Rarmway Grovup,

36. XIX. Gopdlpur-Berhampur Bramch—The qu sti
chould be made to Gopélpur has continued throughou;,l tl?e ;;rotfo fw() hethﬁr a branch
correspondence. In their letter, No. 1502 R.C., dated the 10t} Se It‘m tb e subject of
Goverument of India informed us that they concurred in the opinioxf e(;?,,::s ; S%Y’ ttlf‘e
y this

p———

11
z

that, in view of the
the 17th Aug_ust 1897, y

Gorrahiule ) le?hfr i 31615 ﬁ.’txﬁgﬁd to %e dealt with, and of which of the local
to the amo

rts w v j y po in the district
0 ill best serve the interests of Ganjim, no branch to any port
ports wi

these two
ked for a further report on

should be undertaken at present. They the% 2:3‘ ea e eation, o attean jnade that the
points.

A, inquiry. whres : haps be better
The matter 18 oy unr(:efrrc:l?nqlocgl mercantile interests, mtlfﬁg)eli);fl): b ol
interests of the | yisony aﬁa 50 or 60 miles 10 length, penert g

served by a light branch rauway b to Gopalpur or any other port.

hrane ders of the Govern-
soor. rather than by a short . arvey partys under the ord €
,37, XX Viziauag.ramﬂgl;ﬁf;;:w?ng t}{e investigations cal:rletd out many years
ment of India, is now in the fie ¢ this most important project.

ineeri i fcati d this
: ineering and Prospet; i an application reache
g lg;o t;}e;]gl\’aupada I’arldkz'medt.-—Early mf:tg:]j‘:g' *F Peifkimedi to make 8

t :
department through the Board (:if Revg:\gle :{ ini; own expense, from Naupada stafion
' ertaking,

i : ' i 25
rivate undeves o; tal of his estate, a distance of
2?:;13 tlﬂ;nl;wgga,s:sR:.ifway to Par lé‘klmedl’ost}:]z ?:II'J IGXtensions were foreshadowed, but

i ication further Prop 59 Ry., dated the 15th
o vglthgll:: 35&1::3{;)]1;&“&; = o;:nltetg?lfgi; 205119 tllfg ’Bubject, enquiring
not yet brou i overn on x i
-Febrzary 1898, we adf;;:zsg) nﬂ;z their part t(:l thelputbhl:iz:t;g;lyofN ﬁn201r1 ;;1:, 1(111; t:;
whether there was any 0% line being made. In Ao Sl
p ot tho it . aaid that they had no objection, bu
the Tramway Act 10 Pel‘mlGr vernment of India sal “rv through the Board of
the l4th March 1898, the G0 till the subject of enquiry g ;
made certain prG(msos,m‘:stl%l; f ;gi: suggested that the 2-ft gauge should be adopted
Revenue. The Govern ‘

UP.
Tae Licar FEEDER FayuiNg RAILWAY GRro

: f India, Revenue Depart-
: : . od in the Government o “

89. Inreply to mstructlgn::(;) ]tllgzullgth Septen_lber 1896, that We‘should P(;lt forwgig
ment, letter No. 18— 1—1, ao'ectﬂ or the Presidency, arranged In accor aﬁ?ie wi A
a limited number of rallwa:y eprthis Government in the Kevenue Department addresse

ue,

their famine protective valu®, TEF o0 F16g dated the 22nd March 1893, putting

the Government of India ¢ linos which were decided on only after long and careful

ing list o AHETE kert Révachdti, 32 miles ;

forward the following 35 miles; Kalikerl to hayachol, ’

o Mot b0, K i il w Ko, 25 i Bl 1
orrapur

5 miles ; total 186 miles of 2-ft.
Jes : and Narsaraopet to Pondugal, 4
Rayadrug, 33 miles ; an

i t
: akhs. We begged that for the construction o
railway likely to cost, perha gI)tf{ gg ;ven, from thegFamine Insurance Fund, the sum

these fiihshol‘:nlli:ff’waeo? ‘;he next five or six years. It is proposed that they should
of 10 lakhs a

be worked by the agen i which they would form feeders.
: of the parent lines to ’
e worke y-teaecyo{

(Signed)  Fravas J. E. SPRING,

1898 Consulting Engineer for Railways.
33st-Mareh +599.
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