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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.

JLrrrer—irom

ancis J. E. Sering, Esq., C.LE.,
Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department,
Railway DBranch,

Tar SECRETARY 1o Tug GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Pusric WorkS DEPARTMENT,

SIMELA.

Sir,

With reference to my letter No. 527 Ry., dated the 4th April 1898, and in
continuation of my letter No. 540 Ry., dated the 6th April 1898, on the subject
a proposed metre gauge policy for the Madras Railway and its extensions west
Podanur, or perhaps of Erode, I am instructed to invite your attention to para.

15 of the Madras Railway Company’s letter to their Agent, No. 970, dated the

111t March 1898, copy enclosed, in which it is suggested that the necessary con-
nection between the metre gauge Dindigul-Podanur Branch and the metre gauge
Erode-Nanjangod-Mysore ﬁranch, should be effected by means of the construction
of a short new link, about 25 miles in length, from Mettupalaiyam to Satyamanga-
lam, and the conversion to the metre gauge of the Podanur-Mettupalaiyam branch.

2. The suggestion in question has been carefully considered by this Govern-
ment which sees in it an alternative to the conversion of the Krode-Podanur
broad gauge section,—a conversion which seemed mecessary when para. 9 of my
first mentioned lotter was written. It seems probable that the Madras Railway
Company will be anxious that as small a mileage of their old line as possible should
be converted ; and thus the force of their opposition, if there should be oppositicn,
to the scheme as a whole, will be greatly lessened if it is no longer proposed to
convert any part of the old line east of Podanur.

3. The construction of the 25 mile section from Mettupalaiyam to Satyaman-
galam will allow of the connection of the Erode-Mysore metre section with the
other metre sections, which is so desirable in the interests of economical working.
It will also give a reduction of mnearly 100 miles in the through journey from the
north, via Mysore, to the Nilgiris; a journey which as facilities improve will
undoubtedly be undertaken by larger numbers of upper class passengers,

4. The actual cost, as ascertained from the books of the South Indian
Railway of converting 167 miles of broad gauge track to metre gauge was Rs. 700
- mile only. There were other charges for mew accommodation ; but Rs. 700
per mile covered practically everything except the mew junction at Erode and
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certain tranship arrangements at Karur. The actual time occupied in the cony s
sion of the 30 miles between Guntakal and Bellary from broad to metre gauge, th.c"
15 the timo of interference with running, was just 30 hours. k

- A reference was made in para. 13 of my letter No. 527-Ry., dated the 4th
April 1893, to the diffisulty experienced in marainlling all the considerations Wh;l U
have led this Government to the adoption of the policy under reference, in ‘“H.'r{‘-_ \
way that they might appear as convincing to the Government of India as mfulll"
Excellency the Governor in Council. But two of these considerations may, usefully
here be referred to. First, thereis the practical certainty that sooner or ldi:‘;l '
ravancore will demand connection southwards from Cochin to her own system, 80
Quilon or wherever may be its terminus ; and second, that extension from c‘“"h"' oy
nore northwards through South Canara is certain later on to be demanded in the —

interests of the development of the Presidency. It is not easy to foresee where ﬂ{nl 14
extension northward is to stop; it may, in due course, lead to the comgl:ho“ o &
~ West Ogast.nnilway; and in the opinion of this Government it would be a deplo- 48
rable thing if, through want of a little forethought at this present juncture, 30y

section of this through coast line of the future should, when the time comes, b8 I8

found to be on the wrong gauge. - A
~ 6. The demand for the development of Coorg, too, has weizhed greatly with £

this Government. The difficultios ir the way of rogponing up bhi;g important plant-

. m."g.m".“ will be greatly mi"g"‘d' if they are complicated by no question of an
gzg:nd' 2 V0 gauge for the railways on v!:hich its ydovelopment must

7. In conclusion I am instracted to 1l weight may
be attached by the Government of N the hope that full weig

4 to the argaments whish have been pub
forward by this Government in snpport - 1s, and that
“they may be induced to lond their ? o e i,

- 3

i

- ullest support to ¢ licy of conversion and = > A
Tisoussiom oy motee gauge, when laying it before the! Seccetary of State for 2
discussion with the Board of the Madras ﬁailway Company. e 7%
I have the honour to be, a“

Sir, .

Your most obedient servant,

s

. Joint Secretary:
Ooracamoxp, '
23rd April 1828.
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Change of Gauge.

Offering further arguments
the Madras Railway and its exte

o —

in support of the proposed metre gauge policy for
usions, westward from Erode,
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