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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Read—

Preliminary Narrative of the

Famine in India in 1896-97 by T
LC.S., Deputy Secretary (Famine), to the Government of }’ndia‘.w. e o
Weather and crop reports for the variouns provinces published

dated the 1st January 1898, in the Gazetts of India,

——

Resolution. —The famine, which since the elose of 1896 ha, gri 2
3T 2 ] \
large a part of India, is now Virtually at an end ; and an abung :ngsly aﬂwtige:z

and conditions favourable to the gy, crops have,
distressed tracts, once more put thI; 8 ¢YOps have, throughout the greater part of the

i . People into good heart. The calamity, ; t
of its intensity and of the area ang opulati ioh 3t Ase Y, 10 respec
not in respect of its duration, has bP Pulation which it affected, though fortunately

een mor, : 3
century, and probably than any other whioh 1. A e than any other fam;.ni r:;ft :}l}:
which distress was acute or Severe covered an I ! 3
with a population of 50,000,000, whi aggregate area of 270,000 Square miles

L ! while distress of less intensi : .
amounted to famine, prevailed over a further area of 33%335;;{1; rlgui;n iv;:;m:i:ﬂ
population of 13,000,000, Thus the area throughout which relief operations we
required was two-and-a-half times that of the United Kingdom, while the 0 ulat-l'e
for whose relief they were undertaken fel] only just short of double the op ull;t ion
Great Britain. And there was probabl e Ieuik Pop

the past year.

2. In coping with such a calamity the hands of the Gove
than at any previous period. - Since the last fami t oompanat i bean stro

aflicted the country —that of 187 7-78—

» and the area
rom seven tg tep million a

om smaller works under Government control.
were open. In 1897 the mileage exceeded
f the past year has been

watered from large works constructed by the State f
while some five million acres are watered fr
In 1877 less than 9,000 miles of railway
20,000 ; and nothing in the experience o
the freedom with which grain has pass
" fluctuations of prices, and the manner in
tained a general level throughout large tracts, i
been excellent. The scarcity prices which obtained over
former famines have, except for a very short time, over very limited tracts, and under
very exceptional circumstances, never even heen approached on the present occasion ;
and while the improvement of communications has probably operated to make high
prices more general than they otherwise would have been, it has certainly done much
to diminish the intensity of distress where distress was most acute. The experience
of the past year has shown that the reserve of food stocks in India is, even when
preceding harvests have been unfavourable, larger than could have been foreseen ; and
the external help that has been afforded amounts to under 700,000 toms, of which
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. of the country, however, the local reserves
000w I;icetfr;rrln e};?lr;l :t'ageI no%mgli searcity ; an)(ri_ the Governme_nt of India
e eXhauSt}f aadines;s. with which the demand thus arising was supplied from the
L g ttfel;»eflnd more favoured tracts, is due in no small measure to the policy
bR é 1:‘10]1 from interference with private enterprise, Wh1cl?, save in the
o el d areas of which the circumstances were most exceptional, has been
St h]’t])nte e?lrtilrouvhout. Nor is it only in material respects that the posi-
serupulously observ now than formerly. The experience of previous famines has
508 hias ban strongel‘" : and the approach of scarcity found for ‘ghe' first tlme.an
not been throlwtlyl a?z{yih readiness for the struggle, and t‘he main prineiples on W'l_nch
i Oqa ct d laid down beforehand. The I‘am}ne Codgs of the _various
“indiiag B eb'eeted to the severest possible test; it has disclosed in them
dl‘ffm}cmeshh_i;e vl;?ﬁnjgwj be corrected ; but on the whole they have borne the trial

efects whi

ot . ; revention of death from privation the

3. In the relief g t:'hsfﬁ":sz i?llzil-rteif apdirect. expenditure of between seven and
S co}mthey 7 have distributed about two crores more in the shape of
eight crores of rupees frse gf wells, for the purchase of seed and bullocks, and for
loans for the construc lses ; and they have suspended over two crores of lanq revenue,
other agricultural pltl-r Eio ortion will ‘not be reeovered. ‘This public expend;ture has
it SUbSt?inﬁla qute charity of the most splendid nature. Rupees .d9',lf5,0({0
been supplemente )(;Pto t‘he Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund by India itself,
lﬁavc?l b;; % ]c%%tgllg;}fal'eat Britain, Rs. 11,23,000 by other British Colonies, of which

8. 1l,22,01,

; than half came from Canada, and Rs. 2,46,000 by Foreign countries, making, in
more than ha

ifts in ki aggregate of Rs. 1,65,36,000. The money has
addition to Valuqblethilf::lii; l;mfil,is?egg %vlngch refused from honourable motives to
been exPengled.dlﬂ_n supplying additional comforts to the. aged, the nfirm, and the
accept pesho s 2dlin flt))r children whom famine has deprived of their natural guar-
it prcilVI gost important and most valuable of all) in giving a fres}l start
iy R (per aﬁs I}I1lad lost their means of livelihood in the struggle for existence.
in life to those (;Vn‘; has been incalculable, and has ealled forth the deepes}: gmtltqde
o gOOd'thutS' u(iate millions who have benefited by it. Nor do the publie subserip-
fg-om jche e means exhaust the tale of private liberality. ' I@rge sums of. money
il an);r m various parts of the world, especially to Missionary agencies, and
i Igentl' 3 to the relief of distress. In this connection the ecargo of grain
have been a};:p 1‘;mritafble persons in America and despatched at the expense of the
contributed };tohe United States deserves special mention. Gentlemen, both Europea}n
b st ho derive their wealth from the land, have expended large sums in
and el Itivators of the estates in which they were interested ; and throughout
g eulltar eople have exercised, according to their means, that private charity
the.countl‘y e blp distinguishes the people of India. In all, relief for one day has
which so honuu}i‘a ){ ense of Government to 834 million units. In operations of such
Bt g eke spai'e inevitable. But the Government of India believe that they
Y mlzz'?ogs either in their nature or in their extent, and that in all cases
e seld: mros:nptly detected and remedied. . st
i werT S s of relief, however perfect and extensive, can prevent privation
ot measu;;.; such as the past year has been ; and privation and distress, when
and dl i atl o months together, must of necessity affect the death- roll, if onlg Ey
eontmupd for 0118; eptibility and weakening the power of resistance to dlsease,h an .ty
increasing the sus I;e of those whose natural term was in any case approaching ifs
i R ? igea arts of India in which distrssg was most acute are .mhaglbed by.
olose. Some.o isp forest tribes, habitually suspielol_ls of Government n{)ter er?nzg s
passive and ’clmOI‘?1 by the great highways along v.vhleq enormous num ers1 0 i
gome are traverse ual{ pass from province to province in search of that etmtl))l ,_ogme;xt
il CIMSGS %ng a rsircultural seasons afford ; in some provinces the re-esta fls Iil:; X
which the var}'ll.“”fa]’(f’ has been accompanied or followed, as often in fo'rnzer t?amt s
o nomtl)%l;aallzrial fever, But the Governor-General ]m Cou1t1]<illmll);:;lée\t Ez entrgivs
i i ife which has for nearly a twelvemonth taxed
tasé{ t(ilfepig:ﬁ{l‘;?s’ 3)1;1 ?1?: iafrfli‘gistl'ation of almost every province in India, has been
an C

performed with conspicuous success.
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- No_mere expenditure of money, ho HPR ey i LA . Communicated to the Departments
success, unle_ss‘acoompanied by w ﬁﬁngyéevom%.gu:,;? énegfeld ?:v: t;ee nredha:h:: W) (o Miscellansans. l of the Secretariat, the Board of Revenue,
with its administration, ‘The"]ﬂﬁaﬁom of the upreme Gove Pﬁt‘% i b gﬂ e ,."", : the Superintendent, Mad{‘as SUI‘VGY and
been confined to providing the ﬁ9068sary tdds-whonr r:;nmen 1,.“9 necessarily ’. B e, o inbsrmstin.
mmtﬁéilmgeﬁp £ vas i st genersl supervision ove the b:?;%m!’e:i;eg: e ;o T C-(ﬁn:sinbergc; published in the Fort St. George and all District
upon w reliel was minlill].sf:el‘adl Upon the heads of the Provine: Wiy |t 9. The Resolution wi &
: : T e y vineial Govern- A 18 2. The \ :
;nenlts dfzil;fe thel; advisers demlve{i the heavy responsibility of watching ‘;he Pn%s: of > i Gazettes for general information. i W
. oL isyily adopting measuyes varied to suit the varying conditions B x
54 and of holding an even balance pe ’ : 3 :

twe ! i
- of public economy. The Govem;?g;;h e ot The waforiunate bty

ublic g as eral in Counecil desires to recogni t
cordlaﬂfy'dthe m;l_#f 10 which that responsibility has heen discharged, (;ﬁin::s}fe ?i(;x
sense of duty whic has animated thoge upon whom it fell. Upon the Divisional and
District officers, working in conpert.

(pApn At

Ag. Under Secretary to Government.

IR 4 tt with the local officers of the Public W - TR 10
Medical, Police, Forest anq other d . ublic Works, s 0. g
effect the sehenie of relief, the sfwce:s :rftmv:?:i::il hv’::slam gt e e (

mainly dependent upon their

watchful and active care, Tt i these officers and their assistants, Kuropean and = || o g

Native, Civil, Military and non-offieial

’ - » Who have most literally borne the burden and . Rons: : -
: heat of thg day ; and some indeeq have sacrificed their own lives in the successful t. with onelcopy of Narrative.
L e%orgl to sa,l;rg the élves of others, ere are many also who hold no official pocition B To the Financi:}lv szag';:;;lent with dpe copy of Narrative,
; R e anoutad it aBSidnity and self-devot;, SV Jifh s it g % the Public Works De ey I W S Y
AU : ; o ok Sell-devotion to save life i E B »” f the Secretaria y
All have done their duty nobly under the most trvine ¢ and relieve suffering. B i :ﬁgeﬁo l?m"f““ﬁ%"v?n‘;e (RGevemle Settlement,
1 > Py . L ,,

iculture), with
Land Records and Ag:’ copies of Narrative.

: ith
,, the Board of Revenue (Landol:.egx;e:;:;ez;f v];}arrative.
(Separate Revenue). :
» G ”t, Madras Survey.
aid 1 i srugy e Doty A Govor, s Command
C 1l : ¢ 7 § ‘ r | ». . : '5“‘-.‘.0.“‘ A _ ¥ 59 % t Governmen Te: 3 .
public opinion will emphatically anq ﬁmg}lﬁﬁf Woﬂk ﬁhat < ,» the Superintendent,
6. Finally, the Governor-Generg] in Council desjres to : Indiic = A
] g W ULCLL desires to ex o
the manner in which the people of ‘the country haye oy ﬁs: hl? admtl@ of A
PeL® doso 8t the firet approach of “scarcity, thers Were a few unimportant cases of =
local disturbance ; and the amount of petty crime has ne doubt heen generally
increased by the prevalence of famin But, as a ' E e

R FERS 5 B

| \ ik g 2 Whole, the inhabitants of the traqr
@g&d_hve endured the suﬁ9Mg which no efforts ei’ther of pni)lic o:fof ;l'iv:att:
- charity could do more than mitigate, with a patience and g fortitude that are beyond

all praise. The marvellous Power of recuperation which the
possess has often been the subject of remark ;
earnestly hopes that, within the next feyw years, fa
the people to prosperity, and have obliterated at
_ they suffere \crlurmg the famine of 1897

t \_\7’

Vernme Order. — Ordered thﬁt ‘.-",.'
Goy nt of Madras. Chiet OJommissioner Central . , : i T ek
: »  of Bombay. " Proviness, COPies of the above Resolution :
S,’BN",,“‘S“,,“-WGMI ” Gosam.— be forwarded to the Local
Y- x y org. NP
otmim and Oudh, A .%i':fm.m governm:;its gndt%dmxmstlpf e
Wara. 8 . AR 4 o j
g i L i for iutormatiog. 0 T ENON

———

3 - K , : ~ ' L‘
Ordered also, that copies be forwarded to the Finance, Public Works, Home and e K,
Foreign Departments for information » Ll o

Ordered also, that a copy be published in the Gazette of India for general S B : : g5y ¢
st )y .._.Py P | ‘ e o 7 Z u/(//a ¢ | f
(True Extract.) | % d : &2 :
(Signed)  DENZIL IBBETSON, U R gy i
~ Secy. to the Government of Indig, ** = THSEEE P

T e

Exd. Shaik Karim.
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