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" NOTE ON THE SALT SUPPLY OF THE NORIHERN CIRCARS AS AFFECTED
D) BY THE EAST COASL RAILWAY.
Sy

In dealing with this subject it is necessary to bear in mind the position which
galt will probably oceupy in the traffic of the East Coast Railway some ten years or so
hence rather than existing conditions. There 1s no reason why this should not be
foreseen with fair accuracy at present, though there is one disturbing factor—the
‘construction of the Vizagapatam-Raipur Railway. It is to be hoped that it will be an
accomplished fact long before that time, but to avoid the risk of being thought to
overestimate the importance of the future salt traffic of the line I will only assume that
a feeder railway has been made up to Pérvatfpuram—an assumption which is a
tolerably sound one, as 1 believe that the railway authorities agree with me in thinking
that the heavy traffic of the Vizagapatam district ean never be brought on to the line
until this is constructed. I also assume that the note which I have been directed to
.Pmpare 18 intended to refel‘. Only to the Portion of the line north of the Gédﬁvari.

The salt produced along this part of the coast feeds four large markets, the
conditions in each of which are totally different, so far as railway considerations are
concerned. They are as follows :— ,

(1) Orissa and the country inland of it. o
(2) The plain tracts of the Ganjdm and Vizagapatam distriets,

(8) Jeypore above the ghauts and the adjoining areas.
(4) The Central Provinces and arcas ted from the great route through the

Rayagadda valley, including the country directly inland of Vizianagram
and Palkonda.

There are other areas, such as the Ganjéml Agency tracts and the Gudem hills,
‘which also derive their supplies from the coast factories, but these may be classed with
head (2) for all practical purposes.

These areas are now supplied chiefly from the Bast Coast. In the case of No. (1)
imported salt from Calcutta and Bombay salt transported by the Bengal-Nagpur
line to Sambulpur and the adjacent country share the market, and in No. (4) the same
Bombay salt competes in the far interior. 1 do not think that there is any practical
competition with Bombay salt in the case of No. (3) as the arcas dependant on the two
sources of supply are separated by a very thinly inhabited tract.

" The following are the factories from which supplies are drawn :—
: : 63 Tad and Gurubai—Two small factqries uqder the Bengal Government on
the Chilka lake. These can only throw salt into Orissa by boat and are at present
s g’eﬂﬂy overstocked with inferior salt, which will rapidly deteriorate and reduce sales

~ to very local limits, They sold 46,224 maunds last year against 76,635 in 1895-96

and the decrease is certain to continue. They may be disregarded.
(ii) Ganjim.—A very fine factory, the head-quarters of which is about 1} miles

 from the Humma station. It is about three miles long however, and the more remote

platforms are at a considerable distance in consequence. 1t can produce about 500,000
maunds per annum, but is liable to disastrously bad years owing to the frequency of
hot weather showers in some seasons. Ganjim is a Government factory.

~ (iil) Surle.—A good factory about five miles from the Ichehhdpuram station but
~separated from it by a swamp which can only be crossed by carts in the dry weather,

- It is capable of indefinite extension, but the distance from the railway will always
~confine its operations to local trade so long as stocks are available at more convenient

-taetqﬁes. The site has also the disadvantage of being very unhealthy. It is partly
Execise and partly Government. :

~ (iv) Naupada.—A splendid factory less than two miles from the Naupada

‘on. The salt is excellent and the production admits of indefinite extension. It

- is now far in excess of the demand. It is an Excise factory.

(v) Calingapatam.— A moderately large factory about twelve miles away from

" the Parldkimedi Road station, with the Vamsadhara river intervening. 1t can make

u‘bg‘ut 300,000 maunds. The salt is inferior, though somewhat popular owing to its
being light and conscquently measuring well when retailed. It 1s a Government




- wiliotn evwm;ﬁy, Konada and Bimlipatam.—Three small excise

of G bt ng about 250,000 maunds per annum, lying along the coast opposite the
eotion of the railway between Chlcacqle Road and Vizianagram. They are &
twelve to eighteen miles from the railway and Kuppili has not even
communication with the interior. Their salt is light and
from 1 to 3% annas per maund more than the price charge
(3 annas per maund). e e i fr |
. (vil) Karasa.—A fine factory partly Excise and rtly Government, about two
miles !n(om the Waltair station. The ctory is oapablepzf groducirx?gm :Eg,ut 300,000
maunds of salt at present and can be largely extended. ;

‘got
therefore popular an§l fetches
d at all Government factories

(viii) Balacheruvu.—A Government factory on the south of the Dolphins Nose

range of hills. The site is a favourable one, b
- nearest railway station is ten miles off. ‘

= (ix) Polavaram.—A small factory on the sea coa

patam Road station which only meets a local demand.

Of the areas dealt with above, Nos. 1,3 and 4 are those in the salt traffic of
which the East Coast Railway is chiefly interested. No. 2 will always draw a good
deal of its supplies by cart from the nearest factories on the coast, but the railway is
concerned even in its case in the concentration of the demand at the factories adjoining
the line, which will probably in time result in the business of the intermediate ones
falling off to such an extent as to result in their closure.

As regards No. (1) or Orissa, this tract has hitherto drawn its supply from
Caleutta, Bombay and the north of the Ganjim district. The second source of supply
hag only hecome of importance during the lust two or three years owing to the exten-
sion of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway system towards Sambulpur,

Last year the quantities supplied from each source were as follows :—

ut want of labour is much felt and the

st._nearly opposite the Narsa-

MDS,

Calentta s 280,795
Ll e O R togitae” MRS (S URIN SRRELD TR o 152,403
Ganjém District and the Chilka factories ... . v L LR 2011490

Total ... 824,618

I have here included 46,224 maunds supplied by Tua and Gurubai under Ganjim

as I regard those factories as practically extinct so far as future considerations are
concerned. :

As to the future of the salt supply of this area it is impossible that Bombay salt
should make much further advance towards the coast. It has only been able to streteh
as far as it has done owing to the heavy cost of carriage by eart and pack bullocks
from Cuttack. If rail communication is opened up from Cuttack or anywhere there-
abouts with the country now served by the Bengal-Nagpur line, the result must be
to drive Bombay salt some hundreds of miles back into the interior. The salt thus
driven back will be replaced by salt from the Ganjim factories as that supplied from
“Caleutta is of a totally different description from what is now in use, being fine grained

salt produced by artificial evaporation and imported from Europe. ' 1t is far more
expensive than salt produced by solar evaporation and ean never displace the latter in
areas where its use 1s customary, the difference in initial cost (ex-duty) being from
500 to 400 per cent. The East Coast Railway has consequently a fine opening for
salt from the Ganjim factories in this direction as communication improves. The
north of Orissa has been dependant on Caleutta for its supplies hitherto owing to the
difficulty of transport from Ganjdm, but with such disproportionate initial cost it
cannot continue to draw on it long after the East Coast Railway is opened beyond
Cuttack. 1t is true that the people are unusually conservative in this area and " e
been accustomed to use ““ boiled ” salt from remote times, the climate being unsuitanle
for the production of salt by natural evaporation. Tt may therefore take them some
little time to get used to t!le cheaper Madrag salt, but there can be no doubt but that
the latter will gradually win its way and drive back the foreign article not only out
of Orissa but even out of the adjoining parts of Bengal. A difference of 9 annas
per maund, it must be remembered, is enough to carry salt an additional 600 miles

factories, capable

3
‘ -

. sible expansion of salt trade for the Madras factories
or so by rail so ‘(}‘f}tcf,lfﬁf; e:h?af fa?isl\iray might say that, as the salt has to come from
o freeg;m'aim dist;'ic,t or Calcutta, it would have to pay railway freight in any

L eh t f;] was as much interested in developing the Caleutta trade as that from
case and thili: however, is not correct. If is the interest of the railway to secure as
Madﬁas.f the n;;u-ket as p’ossible for one or other source of supply ‘mfl 50 avold qug
m;lm ; n transport over the minimum mileage to the centre of the 1n'§el“7@n"’g line.
;ts{)l%le‘:i shouldp be to either get Madras salt to pass tﬁ].e hhalf'-way fp(;l"llt a{‘t‘l S“fl’tI:’l_{

: P 3 o i alcutta salt 1
‘aleutta or vice versi. Owing to the high price of Ca
vose nzii'r(ia:‘l:;dgathe area dependent on Madras and consequen{tly. the interest of the
::ﬁx;la?is to drive the former back as far as it possibly can. This policy is further
i ideration. .

mended by the following considera j
e t]z’ou(rh a large factory, is not at all likely to be able to supply the who}o

GanlJt&m, uired b y the area which will want to draw its supply from Madras in
of the sa Itreq fortunately cannot be extended, and, though it has now, after a series of
fupure. o ufacturing seasons, got large stocks on hand, it may, owing to its
Sty anufacture stopped by thunder-storms in April and May, be depleted
liability to have m hence and will in any case never be a reliable source of supply.
FWO g yeafr sts outturn already go to Orissa and with a slight inerease of trade
phree-(ll{uarters Ol-t‘llin to run short every year. As explained above, it cannot be
s 3 CT ‘the next factory, is ata disadvantage owing to its belpg 86 far from
elzftelr}ded. dSul e‘l’ uentl 3 the trade will go to 'I\‘ aupada, giving the rmlwqy_ a longer
I’ ed 1;1 > 8‘5‘151 e_rlmss (i(fl e ,gr encouragement is given by the railway authorities to the
lga }('1 A ¢ I esl A very large quantity of salt has been sent north from
Naupada ?m‘putaihul‘ gast few months, but this was due to exceptlonal causes. .A
1 g (tqilng“ eogdemned to destruction unless cleared immediately and was dis-
P‘t)rgii %l;az:,lt le){t:a?)id(i)narily low prices. This was what the Cutta(’:k merchants were
purchasing so rfreely during the early part of the 'current;zl'ear.u I‘h;)y coulf:lit harldly
afford to cart salt selling at ordinary rates to the railway and sell it °‘1 T : Lilioss
special concessions are made. (Golantha, the uearest stafion to Surla, is only eight

P! ' b +ther than Naupada is from the line. The cost
miles from that factory or six mites further e Fhne Dhamet i d dno Lyacr - e
of carting salt these six miles would be considerably less than the cost of railing it from
N 7 : i ilities are necessary at the latter to enable it to

aupada, and some concession or facilitie _ S : A

: s4m and the railway freight on the additional
secure the overflow demand from Ganjdém 2 & b 1i he £
i i : ould recommend is @ branch line to the actory
55 miles. The advantage which I wou : i At 't ¢
1 ith carti transhipment altogether. At the same time
which would do away with carting and g 2
thi = age sales at Ganjam and so clear out stocks
everything possible should be done to encourag | his fudtory alEnG
o , istant factory. A branch to this factory also is
80 as to force the trade to the more dist 68 A s A St 13
desirable for this reason. The main thing to be remembered is that the more 10
. o aq o 9

i 2 : it will move it will be. It will never profit
railway moves the greater the distance sy f f ‘
much by the salt trade so long as the supply is divided between Culeutta and the

v RTE ; o] % iek this 'O ] g Gaty Ve
Ganjdm distriet. Its policy should be to drive baCl‘- t}iw ( E‘lllféutt& salt as it is impossible
to adopt this course with success as regards the Ganjim salt. ;

With regard to the second area referred to above, the plains of Vizagapatam and
Ganjém will always be dependent on the nearest _faetones to some extent. I}etween
Naupada and Karasa, however, it should be .po_s'sxble for the East Coast Rallway' 3
prevent any salt from Calingapatam, Kuppili, Konada or Bimlipatam from crossing
its line. - This should result in the eventual closure of these fuetorles and _should secure
to rail-borne salt the consumption of the country on both sides of the line. T would
here recommend very low rates of freight from Naupada and Karassa, especially to
Vizianagram and the stations north as far as the Vamsadhara river. This, W:lth 'the
branch line to Naupada referred to above and another to Karvasa, should in time
produce the result suggested.

/) In the remaining two areastwo other considerations arise, viz., the desirability of
getting bandymen to drop their loads from the interior at the first railway station
they reach and the effect which may be anticipated from the opening of a railway. to
Pérvatipuram. At present most of the salt used in these tracts comes from Calinga-
patam, Konada and Bimlipatam. The Kon_ada salt does not. seriously affect the
interests of the railway as regards other freight as Konada 18 no longer a port, but
that from Calingapatam and Bimlipatam exercises a most injurious influence as it
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- supplies return loads for carts proceeding to those ports with rodtoo & , R v
. m};kes all the difference between their finding it worth while go Cross ti?;d probably ‘Lf';‘

to deliver their loads at the nearest station. 1 believe that I am right in s:;iwa or T i
: the railway has made practically no progress in securing the trade which custogg - .t - 1
b leaves the districts through Calingapatam and Bimlipatam. This is, in iny opinion SR
§ i entirely due to strenuous efforts not having been made to render Naupada and Ka,rag; 4 -
galt available at the points where the trade routes to the coast cross the line or at the -
nearest important towns, and here the importance of branch lines into those factories
comes in. If a trader has to cart his salt a couple of miles to a station, he is at the
mercy of the local cart-owners and is often made to pay an anna perbag or 6 pies per
maund. He cannot be even certain of being able to get this work done at that
rate and this uncertainty enhances his disinclination to resort to the factories without
his own carts. He therefore still depends on the old means of transit and will have ., o

nothing to do with the railway. The result is that the factories close to which
railway carriage is available have no advantage over others and the area supplied from
each 1s much the same

as it was before the line was opened. The salt trade
of Vizianagram I regard as a point to which the railway should pay particular
attention. The price of salt in Vizianagram is ruled by that of Karasa salt there as
the adjoining factories of Bimlipatam and Konada cannot make enough to supply the
demand and can keep up prices to the point at which it pays to bring Karasa salt in.

1f Karasa salt could be laid down cheap at Vizianagram it would rapidly displace the
Konada and Bimlipatam article, as the licensees at those factories will not at once
submit to the loss of the very lucrative prices which they have been getting for some
time back. When Karasa gets possession of the Vizianagram market, Bimlipatam and

its export and import trade must move info Vizagapatam and all produce for shipmeut
go by rail to the last-named port. _

It may appear that the salt now removed from the two factories would not justify .
the construction of a branch line into them just yet. This is only partly true. In
the first place, one of the chief reasons why I advocate branch lines is that it is the B | (True. Extract.,)
interest of the railway to drive the salt of the factories oft the line out of the market & g ‘
at any cost. Then again the opening of a line of rail to Pdrvatipuram will do a good : ‘,
deal to restore the old salt trade with the Central Provinces which was so heavy twenty ' ' //

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read Demi-0fficial letter from W,A.

Willek. Esq 1.0.8., Tadras,d/2%5ra January 1898, forwarding
Ul g 4 ° 9 . . .
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13 i 1e Northern Circars as affect s
the note on the salt SupP-Yy of tl c

£ 08
v TRy S0

ed by the East Coast Railway, recently called for.
Sutrink Sasd Ve

’ T e A i ~d the 29th January 1898.
Qrder thereon, No:48F ,Mis, dated the oth_e

with reference to Government Oraer No:77%,R, 4%
. " . W T A ,1 ATY 17 -b.\ ]rr: W.
L.\p-l”wtv ted £th October 1897, Public Works, a note drawn up by ;&
gq}{ locit on the salt supply of the Northern Circars as affected

by the East Coast Rallway 1S forwarded.

or thirty years ago, and will result in the rapid expansion of the operations of Naupada

and Karasa. The bandymen of the tract which the new line will open up are far too 1

enterprising to content themselves with competing at loosing rates with the railway. 4 Ag. Under Secretary to Government,
They will extend their operations further and further into the interior laden with salt -
instead and will rapidly recover lost ground. Even if the opening uf the branch lines ]
into the factories would not pay at once, they certainly will as soon as the Pdrvatipuram
feeder is constructed.

Looking at the matter from a more general point of view, the local salt trade of
the two districts has been as follows for the past two years.

MDS.
e R R G e TR A 11,884,788
1896_97 e ey .. ane wes ase 1,447,278

Of this af least 11 lakhs should be railborne. To this 11 lakhs, however, has to be
added a large expansion of Ganjim trade north of Cuttack as the railway opens and a

= “he P.W.D. (Railway Branch) with % copies of lote.
still greater increase in the salt sent from Karasa and Naupada to the Central .
Provinces when the railway to Pdrvatipuram is constructed. The increase in the fourthi®
area when this takes place will be enormous. The third area will also be affected parti-
cularly if a branch line is made to Sdliru, but I do not look for a very large expansion
there as the population in the interior gradually thins off and the distance from Sdliiru
to the other side of this comparatively uninhabited tract is too great for the short
railway line to Sdliru to reduce the carriage to the more populous places on the other b
side of it markedly.

20th January 1898,

o ey o ¥ e
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W. A. WILLOCK. 14
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