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_ e B Tn rogard to these contentions 1 beg to offer the following remarks. From the close proxi-
X i kiR 'v i L2

: ain line of the South Indian Railway, branches from it im an casterly
mity to ﬂ;:,ns e:n?fr %Zel:gdertaken between say Mayavaram and Madura, so that if the Company
(.iutic tﬁondebaned from extending its system towards the Madras Railway, no further feeder lines
i: ong those about to be made will be possible. As I understand the observations of the
L;Zdras overnment and Consulting Engineer, it would appear that the country on both sides of
the South-West Line of the Madras Railway is considered as constituting the legitimate territory
of that administration. This contention may be generally admitted in regard to the district
lying immediately to the north of this line, but can I think hardly hold in respect to the area

E B liatwaen it and the South Indian Railway. This country is already crossed by the three South

Railway, - B Indian Railway branches from Chingleput to Arkonam, Villupuram to Katpadi, and Trichino-

R ? - loy Junction to Erode, and is about to be penetrated by a further extension from Tinnevelly to

ead the following paper : — E B fluiyion * Tt therefore seems obvious that prior to the elaboration of the present scheme the area
From—The A. - = in aestion was admittedly acknowledged as the legitimate traffic field of this Company. This
e Agent, South Indian Railway. - : held by the Madras Chamber of Commerce as shown by the estract from the

. . ok view i8 also
%):.‘_t;}he']_‘cpnqultmg Engineer for Railways, Mad e Er ; Chairman’s letter of 2nd May 12888, quoted below :—
—_ nchlnopoly, 26th November 1898, N 'ias ® e «'Phe large tract bound by the Southern Mahratta main line and the Bellary-Kistna
With ref. 78, No. 1063, Lo Railway to the north, by the South-West Line of the Madras Railway to the south, by the
erence to .0, No. 852 R del Coast to the east, and the Malabar Coast to the west, might have been reasonably

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

s ,
UBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

i ; : p d 2! j : ¥ ; ;

W!th the.mstruetxons of my Board, [ h Y» datod 23rd June 1898, and in compliance e r C"mgag the proper field of labour of the Madras Railway Compagy ; while the area south of

Dlreeto ’s 1 ) ave the honourto fo d 3 = 5 regarded as proper | p . : ? o :
N "8 tetter No. 219, dated 4th November 189 rward a copy of the Managing F B tha South-West Line of the Madras Railway might continue to be assigned to the fouth Indian

boot'h 593, dated Gth J aly 1898, to the Mana i "D_ 8, and an extract from my letter E Railwuy Cqmpnny.” . : : LragTbh
these communications bein lace gng.irector. T shall be much obliged by E ki T'he principle of hypothecating separate areas to different railways may I think be generally
: g placed before the Government of India . B admitted, but cases must exceptionally arise where adherence to this prineiple would be opposed
7 * to the general good. In my opiuion the integrity of a railway area should not be preserved at
g ¢ o the expense of interposing a third agency between two large railway systems of the same gauge,
E : a condition which obtains in connection with the proposed link between Erode and Mysore.

Extract from letter S Nu YL 1« I L The alleged grievance of the Madras Railway Company in respegt to its lines being crossed
B e ’ - by the branches from Villupuram to Dharmavaram, and from Pakala to Nellore, is more a

A G o e et L ] Agent, South Indi ;
Datod—Trig 5 0& Director, South Indian ey Company. oo against the Government of India than against the South Indian Railway Company.

—Trichin Railway C F B Y -
e aaine] 15,1595, e, 593, I, - ¥ %glgv?(;lbe observed that the Madras Railway system has been crossed at two, not at several,
\ ’ points, by lines which were eonstructed as State Railways and which this Company were required

Railieny Ertensions, to work uader the terms of its contract. The greater portion of these State Railways are practi-

& i
L .
Bl P -

p‘::gm &% ine li ith next to no local traffic and one of these lines has, in the interests of the

n { : % 3 x amine limnes wi nex 0 cal tr. @ y
June 1898. ¢ will“;ea:,ll): Yo forward, iltl!htg:d;::f 18 heading ip my lettor N : ‘ﬁggﬂfxs Railway, been deprived of long lead traffic by isolation from the important trade centre
(@) The convers:, erved that e scheme inietbi’a2 copies of G0, N; 85°é SE atel }.;%h ; of Bangalore and the junction of Guntakal. 1 feel absolutely certain that the Madras Railway
Nilgiri Branch of thmo!! of the Madras Ra ted by the Madras G Ry., dated 23rd i : Compu;y has saffered no injury from the crossing of its system at Katpadi and Renigunta and
5 at railway, from $i6 ot ailway between Pod vE. consixts in i — A am eqnally positive that the South Indian Railway Company has experienced considerable loss
the followin li;on?tmctmn and work; 8 %ﬂda:nl 0 the motre. anur and Calicut, and of the : 2 } in working these unremunerative lines. I can therefore see no reason why these crossings of the
T Ug by the Madrag L{aﬂf REP: s v Madras Railway should be considered asin any way strengthening the claim of that administration

i Calicut-Cannan *» 8 metre-gaugo branches, of Ll to the working of the Podanur-Dindigul and Krode-Mysore connections.
a Shoranux.cochi:m 4 A - ' It is of course unfortunate that the extensions to Cochin and Cannanore, contemplated by
1ii Podanur-Dipg; o oy es $ & . the Madras Railway, will not prove sufficiently remunerative to justify the construetion of broad-
iv Erode..]_\nm'mdlg"‘l f 04 g 4 e 62 Miles, - o lines. This however need cause no difficulty, for they could be worked by the South
v Mettnpalail,amgode"uym (15 mileg sl o e Wy, & * a(lig 2 Railway administration as detached branches without any need for converting the gauge
Y -Satty;m,mmm es Rll'eedy made) et | i SR B ; I 11? Madras Railway. Both the Cuddapah-Nellore and the Mysore State Railways were for
aRe bod e : B g1 ew cked as isolated lines, and what was possible in the past must be possible in the future.
The principal ad ¥ 2“3 » ey %%a:rs 1?& wement would not detract from the value of these branches as feeders to the Madras
(2) That the o el i Support of th . bog o) . Rﬁ;: :; their interests wonld coincide with those of that line. Both the lines could eventually
line of the Sounth' Indﬁrga between the South © Project are ;. 408 T 5 B ing’d up with the South Indian and Southern Mahratta Railways by extensions from Quilon:
e former raifway s Ra{lway 'Oonsti’tm-v ost Line of the Ml = B e(%oM sore, respectively, should such connections be found desirable hereafter. The gauge of
(4) ‘That ‘ti-e M. a distriot whicl, sh $ras Railway and the main . alrll C ly;out-,Cunxnanore Railway is no concern of this Gomf’aﬂg, but 1 would venture to observe
crossed A% several pﬂmt:d};m Railway Qop, - ould he legitimately served by . ¥ Ehet i? that of the Madras Railway be adopted, the possible West Coast Railway would end at
of what it has rightly req ¥ the Bouth Ina?f:’Rh‘.‘-‘ & grievance in e » thi wiitable terminus of Calicut, and all necessity for the waste of money on interrupting the
" (¢) That as themgﬂdqd as its lawty] top tilway, ang js gMaﬁome-qum“ of its line being E 2 ® ot unbroken gauge between Madrzs and Calicut be obviated.
the Ma Railan 09".*'_9.“510“ enumerataq :gtory.' ] ¥ dissatisfied at this tapping o preseI have no information to show that the requirements of the country would be better served
lines unless the p’ogosegmpany would he d’elm:; 30 only bg iust: 2E by the Podanar- Dindigul Branch being worked by the Madras than by the South Indian Rail-
(d) That the 1 o ot b Bauge is ypgq, fl'om Providi J“'tlﬁeq on the metre-gauge, B ’ y but the statement that the trade of the district is now in the hands of the former line is
are better met by a O%mmmentsr‘of the count 11:) g;tak% o, sud Working its own feeder E .8 wa}:ﬂ ugubstantiated by facts. The South Indian Railway has carried, and is carrying, consi-
wards than by one whic ¥ Whose interegt ;3; to arrved by the p . har ble Dharapuram traffic from and to Dindigul and Karur. Had this not been the case it. is
district is now in the hands‘:;fnﬁi? it eﬁ“:gnd' :Ifgwsoth:h traffo toﬂdan:rélzlipdiguldaneth : %uﬁ to understand why the Madras Railway recently incurred the expense of establishing an
0 'a',dma wae ¢ Southwardg . W "}d_ 1cut and west- T ram. :
ratta, ﬂgld gﬁlnfgltih;ﬂikn ﬁ;ﬁsqge _]11_19 is not ;l"!al{an] e that the trade of the - ont-aqg:‘gno)’r{:;g?a::&%n for the construction of the Erode-Mysore extension is the establmhm_ent
Railway Company is to the ad ays, and that the warhig""}““?d to link ’ g ﬁni pbetween the Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railways, but it is also _recognized
(f) That the con rsion op 25¢ of nobody hut the ¢y this anﬁo:pbtbe Southern-Mab- N e ath two large towns of Trichinopoly and Mysore containing 90,000 and 60,000 inhabitants
enable several aeonOmiesvm n of tv ¢ standard” ¢, the Oompény'.f ’h&rehol{ $he Soofy Indien s that t? ly, require better facilities for mutual trade than are afforded with the present devious
be effected Oth 1u regard to the Msdmmm‘m Bauge will nof Wi : -8 Teppesuse T »ifi Jalarpet and Bangalore. The Erode-Mysore line has been steadily opposed by
3 % : © Hailway ang its .P:o_be oo:ﬂ{e a?dmwxg iﬁgnﬁﬁlas Railway and ib is only aiter the failure of other measures that the compromise of
7 : - Posed extensio ;
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detri and Southern Mahr ysore is not onl

mental to the trading eomm:;;:yRo}ﬂg?ys and fo thz bﬁ':lglélllal?g t'(:,s Reore prejndicial, to the

went ot o) it;tl;:rn India. It is obvi‘:, llls :l]]i,tbut capfnol: fail to be

» aze allowed, the direot route me:;nstlffterei;‘u?xf ltlllxg

receives a half sh :
Ra.ilway unde i
\ rtakin ;
earn fL0% d ove '
crning o o M Rl 1, e St T4 B sl iy o the St odi
have to: b C‘xpcnde&?;eéhso does the value of that (§ rcmembered that as the
) ompany’s shares, and the

With the
M &8 6

adras, this Com pated from the go}
oncern, There si?

with in the ord
Madras Rajl orders of Government
branches to gva.y having to be cony. could be made
economy in flx:vml;ked by € agenc‘;rt;:? lfntd that the conversion
26 miles of line PXposed scheme 1s the at Line. . Under these 18 only necegsary to enable the
soussion, tha the o R, it i ? saving offeoted by not strongthocne e br
0 m_i 1 rongs . e M : "
eiein i gy e R e
value of the M'alsrzlsex iile correch Jmimp."o"f—‘ment, I believe the
o 86en, 10 one el V4T for the benefit of Madses 1agog Y St M el s
I shall be glad ras Railway shéreholdgmon;}l?lp;:c;anng the
’ ar as can

ernment in response

em

no edg:;‘g:“&nded by the Government of

on the metre at all the extensions dealt
gauge without cne yard of the

to receive th
q eB S -
to its reference.oard 8 1nstructions in regard to ], 1
5 e reply to be sent to Gov-

N,

Excrosvre N 02

With your letter N
. 593, 6th
recess, you forwarded L 2 July 1898 i
whinit 15 sibodiad aasZ?]an of Government Ora;:eﬁzvegégnlgﬁh July while th Board
s 2 A : e bo was in

gauge of part of the Madsas By 2iod bY the M 2y,

policy in Southern '[ndi:'dr”'s Railway, and PrOpo:gf:sig;’:f’.“meﬂt: fo,.a:ﬁg ggﬂeﬁfﬂe :898, in
V. . 10!

TR Boske ke a4 il g a radical change o;l ﬁali!i:::;

do so dispassionatel ith A e : tived
the scheme now refyx’-rzgd W:thom; that partisan lfz f;.reful Sy
2 Sl e to them for their opim'oue & Which they Gann’o?nlgximl‘;ﬁ ooy e
. ons against th ; : i .
so fully and eleafly expr:sspe? posaé e msd ottt 593 : kb
n 5 » 4nd so cogently set fort‘h th;:vzz el e s
overnment should be asked to gi : : Gading Tore e
: . ‘ it it that, wh : T8 do not think it
tlxon, as practically expressing th% viewselonf zﬁg}ﬁoﬁﬁ%ﬁaﬂz ¥ ca.rei?lﬁ 21;111&%?::%&& I%tter,
* ‘ consi
if here recited Tor

gitimate sphere of this Company’s Oiﬁ‘i‘%’)’ has always been
8.

ini
pinion to that effect expressed by the Chairma.nIoI:‘ tsl?plglort i
e Madras

previously.
The Board have reason ¢ i
! 0 beli
Palghat had for long been 1 ooked zéz;];g:};‘;lpmposed Branch from Dindigul to Pog
odanur or

South Indian Railway C Y as one whi
' h should .
as their *“ en bloc ” z{) omlpany. he fact may be reealledct properly be allotted to ¢
e s Palghat-Dindigul line formegagnzhoefn thl:ﬁmg l'What o kx(:o:;
ree lines which the

Board were prepa ;

ting their dezisi};nr?ld (f: Elllligertake as integral parts of the Company’

the Government of India Sta.tpel;flzzsal (Government of India N opf’?zBS ﬁygtefn. In ecommunica-

rather than a standard gauge rail at, while disposed to favour the con -C., 22nd October 1847)

beforé they were in a osit'g railway through that district, furt IICODSfmctlon of a metre gan, )
position to pass any definitive orders on the sggexiformation o requirgg

~ conversion SC

No. 1558 Ry., 171H Decemper 1898.

P R NS e

ideration it is contemplated that this Branch of 118 miles
i cons:uge’ and worked by the Madras Railway Company. It is
diffenlt to understand upon what grounds this metre gauge line shquld be allqttqd to a standard
gauge administration, when the line woulq form a junction with the existing metre gauge
system of the South Indian Railway at Dindigul. g ok Ml A i Ty
But the part of the scheme advooated by the Governmens ¢ adras, to which this Doar
takes tllie stroggest objection, is the proposal to entrust to the Madras Railway the conﬁgrk}mtmn,
on the metre gauge, and the working, of the important although compamtlvely §hort (110
miles) between }%rode and Nanjangode, which has long been urged as, and 1s 1n fact, a much
two great metre gauge systems of Southern India—the Southern
i ine the one 1,550 and the other 1,100 miles

In the proposals now und
should be constructed on the metre g

lifeded connection betwe(in (;:he X Lmiind s
; uth Indian Rallwa :
ofaxlx]xl(‘aﬁzagﬁ(}:: }ifni? 1t seems to the B):)ard impossi})le to protest 1n too strong terms from e::;y
point of vie.:v, whether of advantage to the public or _of ben_eﬁt to Gov‘;ern;neng, agalltns k n}(:
rroposal to interpose the agency of 2 standard gauge administration to construct and Wor a
{)etweeu the two large existing metre gauge systems. s A R
i ins to be added it may be permitted fo the - oar , Upo
broadlfc:rrrlxgle]igigl fxesmv?e]l as strategical grounds, it is of the utmost 1mpoxi§anc§ thz;1 w];at ;nllt ;n
the not distant future be a through metre gauge route from Ceylon to 0‘121 ay ul:u % or the
convenience of the public, the development of {raffic, and the best financial results, be in the
hands of as few Companies or Administrations as pols}‘mble;.t g S0 giksetlo e
that in the Administration Ieport 0 e Railway Dbra _
Worl'fshél)]e?;:rrgm:}fteli.;e the Madras Presidenecy for 1897-98, dated 14th July 189f8, Lf;gned]:)y
Mr. Spring, Consulting Engineer for Railways, 111','15 stated that the %ove}'nmexét 0 ras has
strongly recommended t0 the Government of India that the Em(’le- an]ango Bdnl'eh"e ag;;%e
line * be constrcted as & foeder to the Madras Railway Company s system,” and, it is added,
that * the selection for it of the metre gauge is_ due to the fact that Wi le primarily serving z’a,,s
a feeder to a standard gauge railway it will incidently connect two great metre ga.uge systems..
Phe Board do not desire 0 make any further romark hereon, beyond observing that, while
the construction and working of the branch by the agency of the Madras Railway will creatﬁ a
considerable obstacle to the through traffic of the two great metre gauge systems, on the other
hand its construction and working through the agency of the two metre gauge systems will in
no way detraet {rom the merits of the brauch as 8 feeder to the Madras Railway.

From—The Agent and Manager, Madras Railway Company-.
To—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras
Dated — Madras, 2nd December 1898, No. 1152,

In continuation of my letter No. 828, dated the
honour to enclose an extract paragraph 7 from a le
n regard to the proposed

dated the 4th ultimo, approving of the views expressed by me 1 )
on scheme and metre-gauge extensions in connection with the Madras Railway.

20th September last, I have the
tier from the Secretary, No. 984,

ENCLOSURE.

Fxtract from a letter from—The Secretary to Board of Directors, Madras Railway.

To—The Agent and Manager, Madras Railway Company.
Dated—4th November 1898, No. 984.
7. Re-Conversion scheme and metre-gawge ewtensions.—The Board have read with great interest
your letter to the Consulting Engineer, No. 828, of the 20th Beptember last, with its several
enclosures on the subject of the conversion scheme and metre-gauge extensions in connection
with the Madras Railway, to which you refer in parn%raph 3 of No 2381, and on which the
inion of the Company was specially invited. Tt is observed that in your letter above referred
to you follow oloselg ths views of the Board as expressed in their letter No. 9155, dated 14th
June 1898, to the Secretary of State for India and, agree with them in accepting generally the

scheme proposed by the Madras Government.
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OrpEr—No. 1553 Ry., dated 17th December 1898.
The Government of India will be addressed.

2. A copy of these Proceedings will be forwarded t :
. . th
continuation of Despatch No. 30/1470 Ry., dated 28th Novlml?ersfggegr FATOR

[Here enter No, 1554 Ry., dated 17th December 1898.]
(True Extract.)

Francis J. E. Sprine,
Joint Secretary.

Exd. 8. A. 8. Raghaviengar.

G OVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

.

pPUBLIC WORKS DEPARTM ENT.

—————

(Copy.)

LerrEr to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State
JETT

for India.

| th December 1898.
No. {22 g5 dated 17t
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RKS DEPARTMENT.

PUBLIC WO

o Lerrer—to
Tue Riour HONOURABLE THE SECRETARY or STATE ror IN DIA.
M! LOB‘.D, B

Tn continuation of our Despatch No. %—1——1,_, dated 28th November 1898, we have
‘J the honour to forward herewith a copy of our Proceedings, No. 1553 Ry., dated 17th
3 December 1898, embodying further correspondence with the Government of Tndia
. : on the subject of the proposed metre gauge policy for the Madras Railway and it
3 extensions. _

We have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servants,

A. E. HAVELOCK.
A. T. ARUNDEL.
. M. WINTERBOTHAM.

(Signed)
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Metre Gauge Conversion and Extension Policy for the Madras

2 Railway

the views of the Boards of Directors of the Madras and

Forwarding, with remarks,
on the proposed —.

South Indian Railway Companies,
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.
Lerrer—Ifrom

Fraxcis J. E. Serine, Esq., C.LE.,
Joint Secretary 1o the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department,

To Railway Branch,

Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

Pusric Worgs DEPARTMENT
SIR, : |

In continuation of the correspondence ending with m
the 19th October 1898, on the subject of this Gogvernmenf’sl ic(l)tfllx‘r,ei‘i:); 25 7dRy" dated
policy for the Madras Railway, and with special reference to para rali gxte:nsmn
letter, 1 am now directed to forward a copy of the South Indian Pgailpl Ok, at
Directors’ letter to their Agent, No. 219, dated the 4th November 18&;8 way Board of
a copy of the Agent’s letter to which theirs is a reply. The latter is th s together with
referred to in paragraph 3 of my above-quoted letter as containin le-COmmumcatlon
to which this Government is unable to aftach much weight g;hu,e of argument
Railway Board’s letter accepting their Agent’s arguments a - Sehop Judian
ment to be unconvineing. ppears also to this Govern-

2. While fully conceding that the South Indi :

to feel interested in the future ownership ofI ntd};:n p}.{:}i"::g gg(lil[:lanyDl}avg a right
glg:)}(lli-hMyé:re branches(,lthls (Government cannot admit that that Com alllll'- indigul and

e Cannanore and Cochin branches, which, for no other a pany are concerned
that the metre gauge 1s suggested for them, they propose to work aI)P(fi-rent reason than
Neither can the proposal to change the gauge of the Calicut- PodS dlached ralwaye.
section be reasonably considered as a subject of legitimate interest 2 nur-Mettupalaiyam
as one In regard to which it is necessary to consult them. The tr Olfhat Company, or
designed to conyerge on the ports of Calicut and Tellichérry a,ndu:l and its branches
country the ehlef; part 9f'Whose export and import business i,s i 0 serve a tract of
mercantile agencies residing at these ports, must, in this G carried on through the
considered as forming a system apart from that of the Sout}(l)v;n(limem s opinion, be
pany, inasmuch as the territory whieh this network of lines isl; ltandleway Com-
one which the Madras Railway Company have always, and t'ln ended to serve is
regarded as their own. It is this network for which it i W goOB, anligputedly,
metre gauge, 1ot only because many potential diﬁicultie;s i!;o;ve pmf osed to adopt the
sions and connections will thereby be removed, but also becauggl;ch o
chéglglertedt, by this l(liot?lfm:;m?;ilt alllll(cl by the Madras Railway (! OmP:n;ne:;e b%auge 1is
sufficient to carry a e traffic likely h : . 3 i
S ity ¥ y hereafter to offer itself in so confined, thoupg{l

3. Provided that its length is sufficient for economica i : i :

objection to a metre gauge network being worked by a l})rvg:;]i‘l:gg;hﬁ;im.T valid
The Boqabay-Baroda and Central India Railway Company and the Easte I'I;lls ];atmn.
State Railway may be quoted as successful examples of such working. The fengal
of these two administrations works 1,790 miles of metre and 190 miles of 2’ 6" iy
and tl}e latter 532 miles of metre and 60 miles of 2’ 6” gauge. The difﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁe;
experienced on these two systems in the transhipment of a very large volume of traffic
at the junction of the gauges will be a matter of minor moment at Podanur, which
as already exglamed, stands-on what may be appropriately designated the trqﬁc-sim}
between the East and the West Coust ports at this part of the Indian peninsula.

. 4, There will doubtless be some trade in the future between the districts of
which Trichinopoly is the trading and finaneial centre and those of which Mysore is the
centre. Yet the chief object of the proposal that the branch from Erode to Mysore

~

et
No. 1554 Ry., 17TH DgcevBer 1898.

—

L e e
g, (e o Madras Railway 1s not so much to serve the requirements of this
fxlu]aaurllilalb‘tzl;?lg :13 :Eat Mysore produie should find it easy to flow Mad_ras-wards, vid
thé shortest route, z.¢., nd the Erode-Madras section o_f tiie Madras Railway, without
bein‘g hampered by the intervention, between it and its port, of two carrymng com-
ies rather than one. If the intervention of the Madras Railway Company is
panx‘gs d as likely to be to the detriment of trade desiring to flow betwee_n Trichi-
cOmbll ered Mysore, the situation can perfectly well be safeguarded by a special clause
pop%y ? em«}ant under the authority of which the Erode-Mysore branch of the Madras
l]Ex{.la'tl 4 ab::ill be made and worked, The contention, however, of this Government is
thz:tv"crﬁz interests of the Mysore trade desiring an outlet Madras-wards are likely to be
than those of the trade between that place and Tr}ch1n0poly. The interests,
e d by the adoption, for the branch, of the

however, of the internal trade are guarde

metre gauge. 3 - h he « :

; ‘lway Company’s Board argue that the construction
5. -Eihe S,,O ‘L%hmlendﬁiﬁdziigo{e braggh ¢ through the ageney of the two metre
and working 1l in no way de t from the merits of the branch as a feeder to the
gauge syki;gﬁlvsawn Tt may with equal cogency be argued that the construction and
Madras % they. B Ser e digul branch by the agency of the Madras Rallw_ay
working ©O ' its as a feeder of the South Indian

ill i detract from its mer . - '
pians twll)llgn&?va? W'af{is Government’s view of the matter is that such intervention
Rally ayc:ssarily to some rits of a branch in so far as it is
must ne

! £ the Company 7ot working it, but that the South Indian
11‘{':?[1:;13;’1, St (i :geigrg i iy b de of the districts proposed to be served
1lwa

ate share of thelq;a,n*ying tra
hes is small in com 1Y .
ggadg?azh}}tﬁﬁ:yt:r:: (;nd from ports at the termini of that Railway.
g, With reference to the question of fact, whether the country to _be served by
th Pc;danur-Diudigul line is likely to be better served by the South Indian or by the
: cted to offer the following remarks. 1n his letter to

) ilway, I am instru y !
ﬁ:‘dlr)‘]};eﬁ?rg 1\%:) 593 of July 6th, 1898, Captain Shelley writes :—

« T have no information to show that the requirements of the conntry would be better
gorved by the Podanur-Dindigul branch being worked by the Madras than by the South Indian

: he statement that the trade of the district is now in the hands of the former line
:-R'aﬁlws'{ . 3?};’22&%&& by facts. The South Indian Railway has carried and is carrying con-
1§d ar blje; Dharapuram traffio from and to Dindigul and Karar. Had this not been the case, it is
Zliﬂ‘;z]t to understand why the Madras Railway recently incurred the expense of establishing an

out-agency &t Dharapuram.”
nized that some of the trade of the south-eastern part of the tract in
ton, does find its way to the South Indian Railway, and the fact
x : “Taylor, the Madras Railway Company’s Traffie Officer who made the
2 adm}ttegebyoglsvhizg a (3’0py is herewith enclosed. Indeed the extreme gouth-eastern
tratﬁcfSUil" tg; ot deals almost oxclusively with the South Indian Railway. But the bulk
{,“t Ot 3 which centres on the large towns of the district, Pollachi. Udamalpet and
of e undoubtedly trends towards the West Coast vid the Madras Railway ; and
Dhare cction with this trade, and not merely a desire to undermine the
h led the Madras Railway Company to

it was its long contt
nment to establish an out-agency at Dharapuram.

It is recog
nestion, chiefly cof

influence of the South Ind(i;D Railway, whic
obtain the pe”lflgs;‘;“m‘;flet{’e%o. 25 Ry, dated the 5th August 1897, was written,
When paragrap ¢ entertained doubts of the wisdom of accepting the South Indian
this GOYernmell osals. Care was therefore taken to make particular enquiries as
Railway’s en bioe pl:og 1 to the movement of the trade of the district, Since that date
to the real'f?wts . 1803{1 the oivil quthorities and otherwise, have convinced this Gov-
local enquiries, throug ents of the pulk of the trade of South Coimbatore will best be
ernment that the pequit s agency is Dot allowed to intervene between it and the West
served if a secpnd catry; il that the easternmost one-third of the Podanur-Dindigul

1t is admitted ‘th the South Indian Railway than with the

. less connection W1 ‘
usin re this not the case, and were there no value in the

. . ] d, we ahs .
Madras Kailway mﬁfihe requirements of the distriet might perhaps, for the present,

d by a metre gauge branch of the Madras Railway running south

‘ PS:E;Tsur {hrough Pollachi and Udamalpet to Dharapuram and Palni

. t fr(;l:} ing at Dindigul. But the extension through to Dindigul will be of value

r?};%ugoetrt%n gerop of the eastern part of the district which seeks the Madura mills; and
0

parison with that likely to be carried by the
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4 No. 1554 Ry., 17tu DecemBer 1898,

the South Indian Railway Company’s own contention,

: contained in their argument
referred to in my paragraph 5,. may be read as an admis

sjon on their part that alien

ownership of these few miles will not operate to diminish

Ean i ; y Company, in
such a way as to mjuriously affect the interests of Produce which desires to find its
way to the South Indian Railway at Dindigul, can easily be safeguarded in advance
by a special clause in the agreement,

7. With my No. 1471 Ry., dated the 28th November 1898
India \yL_ll h_ave recel_ved the cordial 1

successful railway

. The poliey also, as you will h 1 .
No. 1297"Ry., dated the 19¢h October 1808, ng wall . ol

as from th 1 f

paragraph 7 of the Board of Directors’ letter to their A i oo A
_ , has obtained the cordial support of the

who, with all their conservative broad gauge instinets, at first seemed lik

Sl ely to oppose it.
8. I am now Instructed to express the hope that the Government of India may
soon find themselyes I 2 position to accept this Government’s proposals, for delay in

arriving at a decision in the matter is detrimental to many interests, Although, in
Lonsonance with this Government’s conception of the wishes of the Government of

natural
opposition which the policy

s Railway Company,

ﬁﬂsosition of the South Indian Railway has been the only

-to face. From all other quarters it has received the strongest support. This.

Government is convinced that its adoption will remove a potent source of difficul
when future schemes for railway extension f:ll Southern and Western Tndia coﬁi"eg
be dealt with in the future. . '

9. In'the opinion of thig Government, it is inevitable that the policy; if gi
effect to, should lead in the end to some enhancement of the market ~value of the
Madras Railway ; but not 80 soon as inordinatel:

the time for its purchase arrives. It must, however,
one of the results of the policy under discussion be the enhancement of value of
Madras Railway shares, such enhancement must be accepted as an indication of the
belief of investors in the ultimate wisdom of the policy, and as indicating a real rise of
value worth paying for, rather than an artificial rise due to neglected mainte-
nance and to surplus profits fictitiously obtained.

10. The policy of conversion from standard to metre gauge is no new policy in
Southern India. As the Government of India are aware, it was given effect to with
complete success on the 166 mile section of the South Indian Railway from Negapatam
to Erode. Ttis easy to realize how, had the gauge of that section not been changed,
railway development in Southern India might, during the last 20 years, have been
seriously hampered. It is with a view to the avoidance of future disabilities that this
Government is now anxious to gain the Government of India’s consent to a policy
which, in the belief of His Excellency the Governor in Council, will have far
reaching and beneficial effects in the development of future schemes for the extension
of railway communication in Southern India.

be remembered that, even should

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Fraxcis J. E. Serine,

Joint Secretary. o

Forr Sr. GroReE,
17th December 1898.

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
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=L o 3 Order No. 582 Railway, dated 93rd June, 1898, in which is embodied

M Madras Chamber of Commerce in 1888, but that view had un-

South Jndian Bailway Gompany, Fimited,
55, GRACECHURCH STRERT,
No. 219.
London, 4tk November, 1898.
SIR,
MADRAS RAILWAY METRE GAUGE CONVERSION AND
EXTENSION POLICY. |

With your letter No. 593, 6th July, 1898, received on 25th July,
while the Board was in recess, you forwarded a copy of Government
a scheme, initiated by the Madras Government for the conversion to

metre gauge of part of the Madras Railway, and proposals in-yol#iug a |
radical change of Railway policy in Southern India.

The Board have given fto these proposals very careful con-
sideration, and have endeavoured to do 80 dispassionately, and ’,
without that partisan feeling which they cannot but think characterises

the scheme now referred to them for their opinion. ‘

The réasox_la against the proposal contained in your No. 593
~cover the whole ground,‘a.nd. are so fully and clearly expressed,,and
" so cogently set forth, that the Directors do not think it necessary to
.}épeah.;.them, but consider it will be sufficient that, when sending
forward this letter, Government should be asked to give them at the
s‘amev time a careful reading and full consideration, as p‘z&ctieally
expressing the views of the Board in detail and as if here recited. \

T o R e

‘The area to the South of the South-West line of the Madras {
Railway has always been regarded by the Board as the legitimate .
sphere of this Company's dpgmtions‘. In support of this contention j

you quote an opinion to that effect e;presaeﬂ by the Ohai?man of the ‘
inwﬁﬁptéily been held for many years Previousl‘y.l

Qawnaxy A. D. G. Susuey, RE, o e
Agent, : ' ST i W
South Indian Railway Company, Jimithdy. i T ERLEHRR L
b SR St A T

e

e
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Th , 2 g
e uei I:ZM Ic)l O(Iilzzrn:rso; tlo believe that the proposed Branch from
TR m/m e Sh ka; ghat had for long been looked upon
“a i Thzufapi)r:):rl);) be allotted to the South Indian
L o 3 y be recalled that when makin
b fomezo:;: z::. :zelr en l‘)loc " proposal, the Palghat-Dindigtﬁ
s . e three lines which the Board were prepared
commun:c t.e as u?tegral parts of the Company’s system. In
e \}al ;:i él:r 2dec1§|on upon this proposal (Government of
=g o Whﬂ-e -,disszje (f)(;t(-)ob{far, 18971:l the Government of India
-ga_, Ay avour the construction of a metre
'fu::fér informta]zzna:tandard. gauge railway through that district
: as required before they were i

| pass any definitive orders on the scheme

I a position to

=

In the proposé,ls no
TN o S sal w under considerat it 1
S e e n it is contemplated that
18 Branch of 118 miles should be constructed on the m:::re éaug:,

8
;lnde;ffk;(% by th9 Madras Railway Company. It is difficult t
tand upon what grounds this me r"e gauge line shoﬁld | bo.
. , ; : e

allotted to a standard '

A ard gauge administration, when :

IR g & : : ; “the 1

,im?l ?Jnflctmn- with the existing metre g "'é-e‘: avabal : ¢ e
Indian Railway at Dindigul. g Dot

o

" But the ‘part of ‘the s R
.~ But the part of the scheme advocateti' by the Government of
nt of |

Madras, to which this Board tal , ;
P?‘?P?Sal to q#trus_t to the MadriesR:?liv:;,zzfe:;s?fieeﬁion, e
:iiie ﬁ:,ll:ge,@nd tPebwor king of the importmi:i; although com n;r:: ﬁ]]Je
i B;e (l IQ miles) between Erode and fNé;njan o VI:hic}:v]: i
t,heg:tw 6,;;?:2&:!1& 18, 1n fact, a much neéded connection betWe:Z
St and S gauge ‘BY stems of Southery India—the Southe
TR ; mlﬂil Indian Railway—ad,ﬂ;ﬁisterin th &
and the other 1,100 miles of metre gauge Tine, Il'; seejs t: :; el: i
‘ e Board

le 3

w;.hethqr of advantage to the public or of §eneﬁt to Gove '
rnment,

e nnt : ] y ke
:gal‘s. ,bhe,]- proposal to interpose the agency of a standard

| .ml.mstmmm to construct and work a link between the t i
existing metre gauge systems. e

i —aad
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If anything remain to be added it may be permitted to the Board
to observe that, upon broad commercial as well as strategical grounds,

at what will in the not distant future
on to Bombay should, for

ut of traffic, and the best

it is of the utmost importance th
be a through metre gauge route from Ceyl

the convenience of the public, the deyelopme

financial results, be in the hands of as few Companies or Administra-

tions as possible.

Administration Report of the

The Board observe that in the
e Madras

ranch of the Public Works Department in th
-8, dated 14th July, 1898, signed by Mr. Spring,
it is stated that the Government of

Railway B
Presidency for 1897
Consulting Engineer for Railways,
Madras has strongly recommended to the Government of India that
the Erode-Nanjangode metre gauge line “ be constructed as a feeder
o the Madras Railway Company's system,” and, it is added, that

«The selection for it of the metre gauge is due to the fact that while

« primarily serving as a feeder to a standard gauge railway it will

«incidentally connect two great metre gauge systems.”

o make any further remark hereou,

The Board do not desire t
d working of the

t, while the construction an
Madras Railway will create a
of the two great metre

truction and working,

beyond observing tha
Branch by the agency of the
considerable obstacle to the through traffic
on the other band its cons
of the two metre gauge syslems, will in no
Branch as a feeder to the Madras

gauge gystems,
through the agency
way detract from the merits of the

Railway.

T am, Sig,
Your obedient Servant,
HENRY W. NOTMAN,
Managing Director.
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EXTRACT FEOM raE AGENT'S Lmﬁn No. 593, DATED Tmonmorow,

tEE OTH Jtm, 1898, 10 THE MaNAGING DIRECTOR.

RAILWAY EXTENSIONS.

In continuation of the last paragraph under this heading ‘in my letter
No 531 dated 13th h April, 1898, 1 am now able to forward in the packet, 2 9 copies
of Government Order No. 852 Railway dated 93rd June, 1898. It will be
obserVed that the scheme initiated by the Madras Government ‘consist ini—

(a) The conversxon of the Madras Railway between Podanur and Calicut,
and of the Nilgiri Branch of that rallway from the standard to the

 metre gauge.

(b)- 1Phe construction and working by the Madras Raﬂway’ as metre gauge
bra.nches of the followmg lines i— s

(Calicut - Cannanore =T ... 62 miles.
Shoranur - Cochin e : plonas o lsdd

Podanur - - Dindigul pen e T g
. Erode - Nanjangode-Mysore (15 miles already made) ... D e

Py B A oy o : * It - s . Mettupahiyam- Sattyamangalam RPN AR 1 SR
b R e e AR e R LR R . i ZHAR Rk | e 408.

R wsy Gempanym a gﬂtﬂd‘nbb sequence
lme bemg omssed ab several points by the South Indian Rail-
3 ap this ta.ppmg of what it has rightly

nmgmtad; ahove can only e 1ust1ﬁed on the
dras Rail Way Company would be debarred
t‘eeder lines unleBs the prt»pw-

tsoi the country to bo served bY "h“ w‘
f-Ar,_{,hmbet.t rmetbya(}ompanywbm, f?“‘“’ ‘
o towards Calicut and Westwards than by on
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(¢). That the Erods - Mysor line is not primarily required to link up the

Southern Mahratta, and South Indian Railways, and that the work-
ing of this connection by the South Indian Railway Companyis to
the advantage of nobody but the Company’s shareholders.

(f). That the conversion of the standard to the metre gauge will not be costly
and will enable several economies both in regard to the Madras
Railway and its proposed extensions to be effected.

In regard to these contentions I beg to offer the following remarks.

From the close proximity to the sea of the main line of the South Indian Railway,
branches from it in an easterly direction can.only be undertaken between say
Mayavaram and Madura, so that if the Company is to be debarred from extend-
ing its system towards the Ma.dras-ﬁRailway, no further feeder lines beyond those
about to be made will be possible; As I understand the. observations of the
Madras Government and Consulting Engineer, it would appear that the country
on both sides of the South-West line of the Madras Railway is considered as
constituting the legitimate territqoi-y of that administration. This contention
may be generally admitted in regard to the district lying immediately to the
north of this line but can I think hardly hold in respect to the area between it
~ and the South Indian Railway. This country is already crossed by the three
South Indian Railway branches frém Chingleput to Arkonam, Villapuram to
Katpadi, and Trichinopoly Junction to Erode, and is about to be penetrated by
a further extension from Tinnevell to Quilon It therefore seems obvious that
prior to the elaboration of the present schems the area in question was admit-

s wedly acknowledged as the legitimate traffic field of this Company. This view

is also hsld by the Madras Chamber of Commsree a3 shown by the extract from
the Chairman’s letter of 2nd May, 1388, quoted below:—

% The large tract bound by the Soathern Mahratta main line and the
« Bellary-Kistna Railway to the north, by the south-west line of the Madras
“ Railway to the south, by the Coromandel Coast to the east, and the Msﬂabar
“ Coast to the west might have been__:i'easonably regarded as the proper field of
““labour of the Madras Railway Company: while the area south of the south-

« west line of the Madras Railway might continue to be assigned to the South
“Indian Railway Company.” s , |

The principle of hypothecating separate areas to different railways
may I think be generally admitted, but cases must exceptionally arise where
adhorence to this ‘principle would be opposed to the general good. In my
opinion the integrity of a railway area should .not be preserved at the expense
of interposing a third agency between two large railway systems of the same

gauge, a condition which obtains in connection with the Proposed fink betwssh
Erode and Mysore. 4

d The allaged grievance of the Madras Railway ACompany in respect
to its lines being crossed by tha branches from Villupuram to Dharmavaram,

and from Pakala to Nellore, is. mors a grisvance againsb the Government of
India than against the South Inlian Railway Company. It is to be observ
that the Madras Railway system has been crossed at two, not ab several points,
by lines which were constructed as State railways and which this Company were
required to work under the terms of its contract. The greater portion of these

»
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i ‘ne lines with next to 1o local traffic and one
5 rail.WaYS o I:;;Zc:;izggs:: n:)lfn the Madras Railway been deprived of long
N sy ml' tion from the jmportant trade centre of Bangalore and the
. : £ Guntak?ﬂ. 1 feel absolutely certain that the Madras Ra.ilway Com--
s ffered no injury from the crossing of its system at Katpadi and Rem-
o e uall positive that the South Indian Railway Company has expe-
i i ai{ 5, ble {oss in working these anremunerative lines. I can therefOI.‘e
oy 2::05111 ;Ty thes;e crossing of the Madras Kailway should be considered as 1n
geeno I

1 al that administration to the working of the
any way strengthening the claim of tha

Poda.nur-Dindigul, and Erode-Mysore connections.

Tt is of course unfortunate thab t-l.le extensions to .Cochin and Carl?:;
e contemplated by the Madras Railway Wl]]: nof prove sufficiently re(rlnuner: 1no
T the construction of broad gauge lines. This lfowever need caus
o ].USUfY they could be worked by the South Indian lailway administration as
ety ‘f)or czis Withdut‘ any need for converting the gauge .Of the Madras
det_a g I‘]int,h the Cuddapah-Nellore, and the Mysore State railways were for
e ] ({) as isolated lines, and what was possible in the past must be
i WO.I'Keh future. This arrangement would not detract from the va_]ue. of
possible 10 the future. IR dra.s Railway as their interests would c(?lnclde
these branches as feeders to the MaCKER, 1d imalls b joined up <ith the
:th those of that lme. Both the lines cou eventua'ly o & hilon-sad
Yﬂt . d Southern Mahratta Railways by extensions rom Qui
;;) nh Ing;;zczglvely should such connections be found desirable hereafter. The
ysore T -

Calicut-Cannanore Railway is no concern of this Company, but I

ga“%’; Ofeifre to observe that if that of the Madras Railway be adopted, the
would ve

between Madras and Calicut be obviated.

£ 1d be better gerved by‘the Podanur-Dindigul Branch being WO e T Al
s 1‘;h by the South Tndian Railway, but the statemen® tha,t.t e
Madr?.s' i o : w in the hands of the former line is hardly substaxiltlated by facts.
A 118113? n Railway has carried, and 1s carrying, considerable Dhara-
o Sout}ilﬁ £ (1;:0 and to Dindigul and Karur. Had this 'not been the case
t:l 1'3':1’_1 ;izzlt(;orunderstand why the Madras Railway recently incurred the expense
it is dr

of establishing an out-agency ab Dharapuram.

ason for the construction of the Erode-Mygsore extension

The primary re .
is th establizgment grt' a link between the Southern Mahratta and Qouth Indian
ig the

b Sy a
it 1 1 large towns of Trichinopoly an
1 t is also recognized thab the two : '
rorsele b::i;ing 90,000 and 60,000 inhabitants respectively, .requn"e bet.ter
el tual tr’ade than ave afforded with the present devious connection

faoil}ti{as ft:; T:;:i e Frode-Mysore line has been steadily opposed
via Jalarp & '

Madras Railway and it is only after the failure of other measures that t.hci
S itk ing that administration to work the branch has been pro
t.rusionaof the Madras Railway between EI‘O(.L‘{G and léyso::e ;:l
d to prove prejudicial to the South Indian and Sout

M ine 1 il to be detrimental
1 ‘oh line itself, bub cannot fail to

hratta Railways and to the branc . i JHiapRSREE o

a};:f&f?adin" communiby of Southern India. Itas obvious that even 1

to the tr g .
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route must suffer if in the hands of an Agency whose interests are not identical
with those of the Branch and which has the power of manipulating rates and
delaying traffic. ‘The Local Government in its remarks regarding the working
of the Erode-Mysore connection by South Indian Railway Agency being solely
- advantageous to: this Company’s shareholders, seems to have overlooked the fact

d .. \ i % ¥ 8
| L’\ Madras, g{é,w 189
) ’

J

@—‘ . “ ) b‘
&b Agent and Manager, | ]

that the interests of the Government of India are more with the shareholders of . i b',‘ - A . . & o 4 k ‘
b South Indian Railway than with those of the Madras Railway. Now that the latter L B
: litie is paying its guarantee Government only receives a half share of its surplus . B ' L
R profits, while about $ths of the profits of the South Indian Railway Undertaking ) - N . Lo e e e A g
. are paid over to the State. It has also to be remembered that as the earnings of 1B oo L
3 . theMadras Railway increase, 8o does the value of that Company’s shares, and 4 - Sm, Mogskeng . 75
-5 the amount; that, will have to be expended on the purchase of the line. ¢ / l,\
i;-_ {Vn:h the various economies anticipated from the scheme propounded by - ' QN" \ 73 _
B Government of Madras, this Company has bat little concern  There is no doubt ) 5 Q | ¥ . 1o bdar i
that all the extensions dealt with in the orders of Government could be made on 58 S "\ ‘:}Cu O oanhinnnaliiars Bf or-y 1t
the metre gauge without one yard of the Madras Railway having to be converted, \ . - A\ \ g b 3 “A!‘?'f
%4 and that the conversion is only necessary to enable the branches to be worked . 3 . datsd ttmBs® W‘ 25 Laocl, oy
: by the agency of that line. Undr these circumstances the one apparent economy ' : Ne EaF i ‘ |
X ”uﬂ'.he proposed scheme is the savmg effsctod by not strengthening" the girders : lo s alomae oOLass axtranks
on 26 miles of line. Although it is stated in the accompaniments to the Govern- B Roasro o, R sam-anrk :
~% .~ ment Order under discussion, that the suggested conversion of gauge is a substaa- | B : ey Eonrc ,:&4? :
i tial improvement I believe the opinion is generally held that a metre gauge line - 18 b - 7 gg nans e Lo tfore ‘g“ o ' ‘3‘
. . ' .. cannot carry as economically as a broad gauge railway. If this view is_correct " : 7 o
A it is apparently proposed to spend money on depreciating the value of the Madras : a5 | oo s b 5o Le % i B e 7 4
Fin Rgﬂwg for the benpﬂt of Madras Ratlway shareholders, and as far as can be 1B o 9 &4 1 t
- ‘uen,noone else. | &5 f 2 , | ‘_2 ekl g ./u-_?wl’ 44
ok . I shall be glad to receive the Board’s instructions in regarg to the Ve o WS : F/E
reply to be sent to Government in response to its reference. g4 : AR IR S Celon o wsl
i 8 to e forofensd ‘
T adwSy v e - e 3 “4 o - oy - ﬂf - :.‘, W "’
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GOVERNMENT OT MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Baiiway.
Read the following paper :—

From—The Agent, South Indian Railway.
To—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.
Dated—Trichinopoly, 26th November 1898, No. 1063.

With reference to G.0. No. 852 Ry., dated 23rd June 1898, and in compliance
with the instructions of my Board, [ have the honour to forward a copy of the Managing
Director’s letter No. 219, dated 4th November 1898, and an extract from my letter
No. 593, dated 6th July 1898, to the Managing Director. I shall be much obliged by
both these comununications being placed before the Government of India.

e

Exscrosure No. 1.

Extract from letter from—The Agent, South Indian Railway Company.
To—The Managing Director, South Indian Railway Company.
Dated —Trichinopoly, 6th July 18y8, No. 593.

' Railuay Eatensions.

In continuation of the last paragraph under this heading in my letfer No. 581, dated 13th
April 1898, 1 am now able to forward, in the packet, 9 copies of G.0. No. 852 Ry., dated 23rd
June 1898. It will be observed that the scheme initiated by the Madras Govt. consists in:—

() The conversion of the Madras Railway between Podanur and Calicut, and of the

Nilgiri Branch of that railway, from the standard to the metre-gauge.

(b) The construction and working by the Madras Railway, as metre-gauge branches, of

the following lines :—

i Calicut-Cannanore Vs s 6? it
ji Shoranur-Cochin Ve e e 1'173 -

iii Podanur-Dindigul 3 o :
;: Eroc?:-Nanja.ng%de-Mysore (15 miles already made) ... o, Y :’

\ Mettupalaiyam?Sattyamangalam eyl e 5

—_—

408

”

The principal reasons advanced in support of the project are :—
(a) That the area between the South-West Line of the Madras Railway and the main
Iine of the South Indian Railway constitutes a district which should be legitimately served by

railway. . § e
the forlzlbe)f That t{m Madras Railway Company has a grievance in consequence of its line being
crossed at several points by the South Indian Railway, and is greatly dissatisfied at this tapping
of what it has rightly regarded as its lawful territory. R

¢) That as the extensions enumerated above can only be justified on the metre-gauge,

the Madras Railway Company would be debarred from providing and working its own feeder

i oss the proposed conversion of gauge is undertaken.
Hnds e TR Rb ts of the country to be served by the Podanur-Dindigul Branch

(@) That the requiremen t try 1
are better met by a Company whose interest it is to draw the traffic towards Calicut and west-
wards than by one which will draw it castwards and sonthwards, and that the trade of the

district is now in the hands of the Madras Railway.

’et(l:! That the Erode-Mysore line is not primarily required to link up the Southern-Mah-
ratta, and South Indian Railways, and that the working of this eonnection by the South Indian
Railway Company is to the advantage of nobody but the Company’s shareholders.

' version of the standard to the metre-gaunge will not be costly and will

(f) That the con ] . . :
enable several economies both in regard to the Madras Railway and its proposed extensions to

be effested. ~© " 7

d
vt

Ahay -

»

e A I TP

A e SRNPLISE NI SN N S

q to these contentions I beg to offer the following remarks. From the eclose proxi-
a of the main line of the South Indian Railway, branches from it in an easterly
direction can only be undertaken between say Mayavaram and Madura, so that if the Company
;s to be dabarred from extending its system towards the Madras Railway, no further feeder lines
bevond those about to be made will be possible. As I understand the observations of the
Madras Government and Consulting Engineer, it would appear that the country on both sides of
ths Sonth-West Line of the Madras Railway is considered as constituting the legitimate territory
of that administration. This contention may be generally admitted in regard to the district
lying immediately to the north of this line, but can I think hardly hold in respect to the area
hotween it and the South Indian Railway. This country is already crossed by the three South
Talian Railway branches from Chingleput to Arkonam, Villupuram to Katpadi, and Trichino-

loy J anction to Erode, and is about to be penetrated by a further extension from Tinnevelly to
Quilon. It therefore seems obvious that prior to the elaboration of the present scheme the area
in guestion was admittedly acknowledged as the legitimate traffic fisld of this Company. This
view is also held by the Madras Chamber of Commerce as shown by the estract from the
Chairman’s letter of 2nd May 1888, quoted below :—

«The large tract bound by the Southern Mahratta main line and the Bellary-Kistna
Railway to the north, by the South-West Line of the Madras Railway to the south, by the
Coromandel Coast to the east, aud the Malabar Coast to ithe west, might have been reasonably
regarded as the proper field of labour of the Madras Railway Company ; while the area south of
the Sonth-Waest Line of the Madras Railway might continue to be assigned to the South Indian
Railway Company.”

e principle of hypothecating separate arcas to different railways may I think be generally
admitted, but cases must exceptionally arise where adherence to this principle would be opposed
to the general good. In my opinion the integrity of a railway area should not be preserved at
the expense of interposing a third agency hetween two large railway systems of the same gauge,
a condition which obtains in connection with the proposed link between Erode and Mysore.

The ulloged grievance of the Madras Railway Company in respect to its lines being crossed
by the branches from Villupuram to Dharmavaram, and from Pakala to Nellore, is more a
grievance against the Government of India than against the South Indian Railway Company.

In rogar
mity to the se

“ Tt is to be observed that the Madras Railway system has been crossed at two, not at several,

points, by lines which wero constructed as State Railways and which this Company were required
1o work nnder the terms of its contract. The greator portion of these State Railways are practi-
cally famine lines with next to mo local traffic and one of these lines has, in the interests of the
Madras Railway, been deprived of long lead traffic by isolation from the important trade centre
of Bangalore and the junction of Guntakal. I feel absolutely certain that the Madras Railway
Company has saffered no injury from the crossing of its system at Katpadi and Renigunta and
am eqnally positive that the South Indian Railway Company has experienced considerable loss
in working these unremunerative lines. I can therefore see no reason why these crossings of the
Madras Railway should be considered asin any way strengthening the claim of that administration
to the working of the Podanur-Dindigul and Erode-Mysore connections.

It is of course unfortunate that the extensions to Cochin and Cannanore, contemplated by
the Madras Railway, will not prove sufficiently remunerative to justify the construetion of broad-
gauge lines. This however need cause no difficulty, for they could be worked by the South
Tudian Railway administration as detached branches without any need for converting the gauge
of the Madras Railway. Both the Cuddapah-Nellore and the Mysore State Railways were for
years worked as isolated lines, and what was possible in the past must be possible in the future.
This arrangement would not detract from the value of these branches as feeders to the Madras
Railway as their interests would coincide with those of that line. Both the lines could eventually
bo joined up with the South Indian and Southern Mahratta Railways by extensions from Quilon
and Mysore, respectively, should such connections be found desirable hereafter. The gaunge of
the Calicut-Cannanore Railway is no concern of this Company, but 1 would venture to observe
that if that of the Madras Railway be adopted, the possible West Coast Railway would end at
the suitable terminus of Calicut, and all necessity for the waste of money on interrupting the
present unbroken gange between Madras and Calicut be obviated.

T have no information to show that the requirements of the conntry would be better served
by the Podanar-Dindigul Branch being worked by the Madras than by the South Indian Rail-
vJay, but the statement that the trade of the district is now in the ]_m.uds of .the former line is
hardly substantiated by facts. The South Indian Railway has carried, and is carrying, consi-
derallo Dharapuram traffic from and to Dindigul and forur. Had this not ‘been the case it is
difficult to understand why the Madras Railway recently incurred the expense of establishing an
out-agency at Dharapuram. : bl 51 :

"The primary reason for the construction of the Erode-Mysore extension is the establishment
of alink between the Scuthern Mahratta and South Indian Railways, but it is also _recognized
that the two large towns of Trichinopoly and Mysoro containing 90,000 and 60,000 inhabitants
respectively, require better facilitios for mutual trade than are afforded with the present devious

i 4 Jalarpet and Bangalore. The Erode-Mysore line has been steadily opposed by

tion ¢id J ‘
zﬁgnﬁaggas Railway and it is only after the failure of other measures that the compromise of
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Is now under consideration it is contemplated that this Branch of 118 miles
ahr)nlljnlglioﬂiotfgi?ed on the metre gauge, and worked by the Malglra]stbmlvclr?};tCé)mpany,t Et ,3
difficult to understand upon what grounds this metre gauge h.ne shoun he allo t‘? to a ts andar
gauge administration, when the line wquld_ form a junction with the existing metre gauge
systgm of the South Indian Railway at Dindigul. : ;

But the part of the scheme advocated by the Government of Madras, to which this Bqard
takes the strongest objection, is the proposal to entrust to the Madras Rﬂll_‘f’ﬂly thﬁ i:nl?tll‘:uctﬁn,
on the metre gauge, and the working, of the important although corfilparatn (f y s Of tn ( ﬁ
miles) hetween Erode and N anjangode, which has long been lflrsge t;.s, ari dlg mtha.e 3 a ?]mc.
needed connection between the two great metre gauge systems o ou en(li tﬁ m‘; i : (())(1)1 1911'11
Mahratta and the South Indian Railway—administering the one 550 and the other b miles
of motré auge line. It seems to the Board imposm_blu to protest in too strong terms TOm every

oint of gvim;/ whether of advantage to the public or of benefit to Government, agz}lllnst lith?
groposal to int’erpose the agency of a standard gauge administration to construct and work a link

two large existing metre gauge systems.
etwi?nuihihing reiains to }];)e added it may be permitted to the Board to observe flhat, upon
hroad com)x;lercial as well as strategical grounds, it is of the utmost 1mpo;§anc§ thzstic] wlgt fwmt };u
the not distant future be a through metre gauge route from Ceglon 1titzl o_m1 aymlg: b:a (i)xi the
convenience of the public, the development of traffic, and the best financial results, o
hands of as few Companies or Administrations as possible. ' g
The Board observe that in the Administration Report of the Raﬂ‘wayJBrancggoSf the gbbo
Works Department in the Madras Presidency for 1897-98, dated léth uly lt f,Ms;gi'fe h y
Mr. Spring, Consulting Engineer for Railways, 19'13 stated that the ove.rmnex(zi 0 : as has
strongly recommended to the Government of India that the Erot’le-Nan]an,go edm‘e re 5%u%e
live “ b constructed as a feeder to the Madras Railway Company’s sﬁem,. an'l’ it is o "e X
that “the selection for it of the metre gauge 1s. due to the fact that while Enman y EBI'ZIIID as
a feeder to a standard gauge railway it will incidently connect two great metre gauge systems.

allowing that administration to work the branch has been’ ; i
Madras ‘Rg.ﬂwayabgtw:ﬁn Eﬁdﬁr:nd Mysore is not only calculated to.PrEwlv]: 1;@111;;0}11 of the
Bouigh .Ind;an and Southern Ma qs Railways and to the branch limg ot préjudicial to the
detrimental to the tra.dmgroommumty of Scuthern Ing ut cannot fail to bo

ia. - It is obvious that i i
powers ‘ordered by the Government of Tndia are all i st suffr 1 1n 1
pomass pmienel by, fha. ondrmit i identioalozgt(}l’ ttl:I}:; (;110??1:1 route must suffer if in tha

ower of manipulating rates and delaying trafie. T © branch and which has the
ing the working of the Erode-&yyaoreyeognection byl Islguth‘cﬂg:;eﬂm;ﬁem 0 Uts remarks regord-
advantageous to this 'Comﬁpy s shareholders, seems to have Sobeie d":’ﬁ)’ fagency being solely
of the Government of Ix;dm are more with the shareholders of South d~e act t:hut the interests
those of the Madras Railway. Now that the latter ine is payine fhe ndian Railway than with
receives a half share of its surplus profits, while about #ths of ghe § guarantec Government «nly

Railway undertaking are paid over to the Stato, It Lo rofits of the South Indian
i : as' also to
& value of that e remembered that as the

earnings of the Madras Railway merease, s0 doe
amount that will have to be expended on the pl’(l)r:h::le of the line Company’s shares, and ‘tho
With the various economies antic ated from the sehe .
Madras, 'tilns Ctgnpan)ff ém,s but ‘iittle‘ G(?ncern. There th;?pdgfﬁ)]%o&?};cﬁlb}&fhe e of
with in the or exl': o] ?ell;nment could be made on the metre gauge wit] : i, Jealt
ol B.mlgvay f(lin % (f);h ¢ converted, and that the conversion ig fn] mnexou y yardb(;l' e
branehes to ‘ehm e S(’i © ageney of that line, “Under these eiteumZt cessﬁxy A s
economy mh_; e Pﬁ‘fe ; EOI}GIPQ“ 1s the saving effooteq by not stre ?’ncgs ghone .agparent
e ot o PR in | IRE bttt e e
dls.m'{ss‘l()_n, a lle ﬁulgtlg:h . - conversion of gange is a substantial improvement IT§ lgr untﬁ;
rilvay, 11 i vow iscormck 3 o ST Y at commomiclly a8 broad gsvge
L k : aprparently proposed to spend mo; di iati
Mudvas Rallwas : ; ) p oney on depreciating the
;21:;38 gf x?:)eone ey y for the benefit of Madras Railway shareholders, tm«f as far ag can

' ’ sl ard’s instructions in ‘rega Hhe $en] o : si ke any further remark hereon, beyond observing that, while
emmilffl;l ii‘)lll}’engol:i ‘t% its r:?e::!:‘:oard% instructions in regard to the reply to be sent to Gov- the 03:]31.]33&:& i?,:il ‘ﬁoﬁﬁg f,% I::lhae %mn%h by the agency of the Madras Railway will create a
considerable obstacle to the cthrough traffic of the two great metre gauge systems, on the other

hand its eonstruction and working through the agency of the two metre gange systems will in

n) way detract from the merits of the branch as a feeder to the Madras Railway.
Excrosure No. 2.

From—The Board of Directors, South Indian Railway Company.
To—The Agent, South Indian Railway Company.
Dated —55, Gracechurch Street, London, 4th»}i\’ovember 1898, No. 219.

Madras Railway Metre Gauge Conversion and Batension Policy. P R o L Ao e Mo Bl o
ST < 4l 3

To—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.

Dated —Madras, 2nd December 1898, No, 1152,

In eontinuation of my letter No. 828, dated the 20th September last, I have the
honour to enclose an extract paragraph 7 from a letier from the Secretary, No. 984,
dated the 4th ultimo, approving of the views expressed by me in regard to the proposed
conversion scheme and metre-gauge extensions in connection with the Madras Railway,

With your letter No. 593, 6th July 1898, received on 25th July whil :
Tecess, you gorwarded a copy of qayemment Order, No. 852, Railway, ga.ted ;339322?383; Bin
which is embodied a scheme, initiated by the Madras Government, for the conversion to ’t;n
gauge of part of the Mudras Railway, and proposals involving a radical change of R:ﬁ; °
policy in Southern India. ay

The Board have given to these proposals very careful consideration,
do so dispassionately, and without that partisan feeling which they cann,
the scheme now referred to them for their opinion.

The reasons against the proposal contained in your No. 593 cover the whole
so fully and clearly expressed, and so cogently set forth, that the Directors do not thi kit
necessary to repeat them, but consider it will be sufficient that, when sending forward this lu;;t ;
Government should be asked to give them at the same time a careful reading and full cons'?i <o
tion, as practically expressing the views of the Board in detail and gs if here recited, e

The area to the south of the South-West line of the Madras Railwa
regarded by the Board as the legitimate sphere of this Company’s 0peration§.hn§,f1;?§0 ﬁee‘;
this contention you quote an opinion to that effect expressed by the Chairman of the Madras
Chamber of Commerce in 1888, but that view had uninterruptedly been held for many years
previously.

The Board have reason to believe that the proposed Branch from Dindigul to Podanur or

and have endeavoured +
ot but think eharacterise:

ground, and are

gLt

‘ Excrosure.
Extract from a letter from—The Board of Directors, Madras Railway.
G...f..,,_., ;

To—Thew-Agent and Manager.ff aclras fHatsoy
Dated—4th November 1898, No. 984.

Palghat had for long been looked ug‘on officially as one which should properly be allotted to the
South Indian Railway Company. The fact may be recalled that when meking what is known
as their *“ en bloc ” proposal, the Palghat-Dindigul line formed one of the three lines which the
PBoard Were Pmpmg to undertake as integral parts of the Company’s system. In communica-
ting their decision upon this proposal (Government of India No. 1746, R.C., 22nd October 1897),

7. Re-Oonversion scheme and metre-gauge cxtensions.—The Board have read with oreat interest
your letter to the Consulting Engineer, No. 828, of the 20th September last, with its several
enclosures on the subject of th_e conversion scheme and metre-gauge extensions in connection
with the Madras Railway, to which you refer in paragraph 3 of No. 2381, and on which the
opinion of the Company was specially invited. It is observed that in your letter above referred
to you follow oloselg the views of the Board as expressed in their letter No. 9155, dated 14th
June 1898, to the Secretary of State for India and, agree with them in accepting generally the
scheme proposed by the Madras Government,

the Government of India stated that, while disposed to favour the construction of a metre gange
rather than a standard gauge railway through that district, further information was required
before they were in a position to pass any definitive orders on the scheme.

N e i~
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Ordered that the views of the Board of Directors of the South Indian Railway
Compsny, on the proposed —, be forwarded to the Government of India with remarks.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway,
Read the following paper :—

From—The Agent, South Indian Raj

: : ; ilway.

']r)(;-t;']i!heTCpn}figlmng Engineer for Raﬂv:zys Madras
—Trichinopoly, 26th November 1898’, No. 1063

With reference to G.0. No. 8
. ; : 0. No. 852 Ry., dated 23rd -
with the instructions of my Board, I have tyil; Wit 21 3| foJu:: ‘11:98, and in compliance

Director’s lett

No. 593, e o 13 dated dth November 1893, and an o 5 i g i

both these s » to the Managing Director. I xtract from my letter
commanications being placed befors the Govern shall be much obliged by

ment of India.
1 2 i gl Encrosure No. 1.
xtract from letter from—Tho Agent, § St
To—The Managing Director, Sou e e
- . . " th I : : y mpany.
Dated—Trichinopoly, 6th July 1898, ??%9%‘11 w?y T
. Railoay Extensions. '

In continuation of the last b e
April 1898, 1 B ph under this heading i f
vttt Agtebe o M B sy copics of DR et ) Lot
(@) The conversion of th M:,:e schom initiated by the Madras dovi c}jg i tat;ed i i
et slle ot 4 e ras Rail ; 81818 1N \—
Nilgiri Branch of that railway, from the standargﬁ miﬁ:%?;::;:r and Calicut, and of the

(b) The construction and working by the Madras Railway, as met
) 3 re-

the following lines :— gauge branches, of

i Calieut-Cannanore

ii Shoranur-Cochin X g
it P D T Hou g T
iv Erode-Nanjangode-Mysore (15 e S LSRN 1. y
v Mettﬁpalalyam-s‘attya}:nmgghm tlse a.lf'?ady made) ... wolk tmp !l
‘ vye o b e ::
The principal reasons advanced in support of the Pm]eot Gl bkt Tl 408 7

(a) That the area between the South-West Line of v ;
line of the South Indian Rail o Bouth-West Line of the Madras Rai
e o vy way constitutes a_distriot which should b ﬁ;‘gggd the main
e Bl o e G g o e
A al points by the Bou nd1 i 1sequence of its 1i :
of what it has ngg:iy regarded as its h:ﬁmigy , and is gmﬁy a‘“ﬁsﬁe&af:hin:a being
the M. Railway Company would be debarred &om'providin]g' ﬁgd on_ the metre-gauge
lines unless the propose;d .cim_version of gauge is undertaken. ing and working its own feegex’-
(d) That the requirements of the country to be served by the Pod o Sl
are better met by a Con mwhose interest it is to draw the traffic toward anur Dindigul Branch
wards than by one which wall draw it eastwards and southwards, and th: Calicut and west-
dxstnct(ls n’I(_‘)Ka in iheﬁlra:ads of the Madras Railway. : t the trade of the
e\ t the Erode-Mysore line is not primarily requi d to 1
:mtf_;a, and South Indian Railways, and that thg workixyl'gz Tl:-ies connlc::ligkio?b;h:h}glthegnrl@h.
Railway Company is to the advantage of nobody but the Company’s shareholders R
ool (f) %&t the conversion of the standard to the metre-gauge will not be 'costly and will
e eﬁ:o s&?r. economies both in regard to the Madras Railway and its proposed extensions to

e
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o these contentions I beg to offer the following remarks. From the elose proxi-
¢ the main line of the Aouth Indian Railway, branches from it in an easterly
o undertaken between say Mayavaram and Madura, g0 that if the Company
is to be debarred from extonding its system towg.rds the Madras Railway, no further feeder lines
peyond those about to be made will be possible. As I understsnd the observations of the
Madras Government and Consulting Ey_:gmeer, it wgtlld appear that the country on both sides of
the South-West Line of the _Madras Rt.nlway is considered as constituting the legitimate territory

This contention may be generally admitted in regard to the district

In rega.rd t
mity to the sea 0
direction can only b

lying ;mmediately to the north of this line, but can I think hardly hold in respect to the area
between it and the South Indian Railway. This country is already crossed by the three South
Indian Railway branches from Chingleput to Arkonam, Villupuram to Katpadi, and Trichino-
ploy J anction to Erode, and is aboat to be -penetrated by a further extension from Tinnevelly to
Quilon. It therefore seems obvious that prior to the elaboration of the present scheme the area
in question was admittedly acknowledged as the legitimate traffic field of this Company. This
view is also held by the Madras Chamber of Commerce as shown by the estract from the
Chairman’s letter of 2nd May 1888, quoted below :—

« The large tract bound by the Southern Mahratta main line and the Bellary-Kistna
Railway to the north, by the South-West Line of the Madras Railway to the south, by the
Coromandel Coast to the east, and the Malabar Coast to the west, might have been reasonably
rega.rded as the proper geld of labour of the Madras Railway Company ; while the area south of
the Sonth-West Line of the Madras Railway might continue to be assigned to the sSonth Indian
Railway Company.”’

‘The prineiple of hypothecating separate areas to different railways may I think be generally
admitted, but cases must exceptionally arise where adherence to this principle would be opposed
to the general good. Tn my opinion the integrity of a railway area should not be preserved at
the expense of interposing a third agency between two large railway systems of the same gauge,
a condition which obtains in connection with the proposed link between Krode and Mysore.

The alleged grievance of the Madras Railway Company in respect to its lines being crossed
by the branches from Villupuram to Dharmavaram, and from Pakala to Nellore, is more a
grievance against the Government of India than against the South Indian Railway Company.
Tt is to be observed that the Madras Railway system has been crossed at two, not at several,
points, by lines which were constructed as State Railways and which this Company were required
to work under the terms of its contract, The greater portion of these State Railways are practi-
cally famine lines with next to mno local traffic and one of these lines bas, in the interests ot the
Madras Railway, been deprived of long lead traffic by isolation from the important trade centre
of Bangalore and the junction of Guntakal. I feel absolutely certain that the Madras Railway
Company has suffered no injury from the crossing of its system at Katpadi and Renigunta and
am equally positive that the South Indian Railway Company has experienced considerable loss
in working these unremunerative lines. 1 can therefore see no reason why these crossings of the
Madras Railway should be considered asin any way strengthening the claim of that administration
to the working of the Podanur-Dindigul and Krode-Mysore connections.

It is of course unfortunate that the extensions to Cochin and Cannanore, contemplated by
the Madras Railway, will not prove sufficiently remunerative to justify the construction of broad-

auge lines. This however need cause no difficulty, for they could be worked by the South
%ndia.n Railway administration as detached branches withont any need for converting the gauge
of the Madras Railway. Both the Cuddapah-Nellore and the Mysore State Railways were for

ears worked as ssolated lines, and what was possible in the past must be pussible in the future.

This arrangement would not detract from'the value of these branches as feeders to the Madras
heir interests would coincide with those of that line. Both the lines could eventually

Railway as t
be joingd up with the South Indian and Southern Mahratta Railways by extensions from Quilon
uld sach connections be found desirable hereafter. The gauge of

and Mysore, respactively, sho ¢ The g
the Calicut-Cannanore Railway is no concern of this Company, but 1 would venture to observe

that if that of the Madras Railway be adopted, the possible West Coast Railway wonld end at
the suitable terminus of Calicut, and all necessity for the waste of money on interrupting the
present unbroken gauge between Madras and Calicut be obviated.

I have no information to show that the requirements of the coantry would be better served
by the Podanar- Dindigul Braneh being worked by the Madras than by the South Indian Rail-
way, but the stapement that the trade of the district is now in the haods of the former line is
hardly substantiated by facts. The South Indian Railway has carried, and is carrying, consi-

from and to Dindigul and Karar. Had this not been the case it is

derable Dharapuram traffic ; ; case
difficult to uuder-tand why the Madras Railway recently incurred the expense of establishing an

out-agency at Dharapuram. : 6. of i
The primary reason for the construction of the Erode-Mysore extension 18 the establishment

the Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railways, but it is also recognized
that the two large towns of Trichinopoly and Mysore containing 90,000 and ¢0,000 inhabitants
y, require better facilities for mutual trade than are afforded with the present deyious

respectivel . ‘
connection vid J algrpet and Bangalore. The Erode-Mgysore line has been steadily opposed by
the Madras Railway and it is only after

of a link between

.

the failure of other measures that the compromise of
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: C the braneh has been pro osed., The ; : f th
gﬁi{]&% Iﬁ?ﬁ:g‘i dbsef,:fﬁ? hﬁ’:ﬁr and Mysore is not only calctflatgd to px-ovée pﬁ‘gﬁi&?&:l (:o theﬁ
detrimental to the tradi o atta Raﬂways and to thB branch line xtself. but cannot fail to be

Lg communit 1 : . : :
powers ordered by the Ggovernment{)fOf S athern India. It s obvious that even if the running

India are allowed, the direet if i
hands of an agency whose interests a i i ith £t b auez if in the
power of manipulating rateg and del R R e

; 8 branch and which has the
I . Vi aying traffic. The T,oeq] Government in ;
ing the working of the Erode-Myso 3 ian el 0 it8 remarks regard-
silvanthpatig 1ot Chbiitiy );ha:gl;)onnectmn by South Indian Railway

: ency being solel
dia are more v:)zltc}fl&’ seﬁm g £° lh?"" overlaoked the f:gt thgt tt?; igx;t.erest);
those of the Madras Railway. Now ¢ Tatter poders of South Indian Ry

the South Indian

| X ‘ e remembered that as the
amount that will have to e exmn?e‘gem. i xSk, l?xfxethat e s A i o il i

: ies antici

Mf;gﬂiﬂ’ :}11115 C?impa"%' Ghas bk Nl 3:::& .from the aphemg propo
with 1n the orders o Overnment ; p
Madras Railway havin to be oonve:b?;]l, dag?i Tﬁfte :fetgsn?ei‘;z Bauge without one yard of the
Seanolies to bé Workiod By the agutioy GG line. Under th
economy 1in the proposed seheme et

26 miles of line, though it §

disoussion, that the suggested (AL : ] > th

opinion is generally heﬁlg:hat a Zﬁ?&m‘m of gauge is a substantia] improvem

railway. If this view is correct it ; i

value of the Madras

be seen, no one elge,
I shall be glad to receive the Bogrd’s : 3

ernment in response to jtg refem:oe_‘”_“d 8 Instructions

ug.
.0 8pend money on deprec; ting th
Railway ahareholgzn, xn:dpa. i:.r —
in regard to the reply to be sent to Govy.
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From—The Board of Direetors, South Ind; a :
To~'The Agent, South Indian Railway m&i;l.lway Company.

Dated —55, Gracechurch Street, London, 4th N ovember 1898, No, 219.‘
Madras Railway Metre Gauge Con |

With your letter No. 593, 6th July 1898, L Ot
recess, you forwarded a copy of G-OVBmmeynt Ord N aLon. 35t July while the |

which is embodied a scheme, initiated by the M;dra.s Gove Railway, dateq 23“13

version and Batension Policy,

une 1898

: ernment, for the o TP Rl
auge of part of the Mudras Railwa and sals j v]-nm t, for conversion to metre
golicy in gouthem India. e : RAPRY fnvolving a radica] change of Raihra)’

The Board have given to these proposals ve kb : e
do so dispassionately, and without that partisan i pe eonsideration, anq hav

© endeavoured to
the scheme now referred to them for thejy opinion, * eannot but think characterises

The reasons sgainst the Proposal contained in your No.
go fully and clearly expressed, and so o y

) : . s &N
necessary bo repeat them, but consider it will be sufficient liv:th];,t th;t can Directors 4 not think it
Government should be asked to give them at th i
tion, as practically expressing the views of the Board in detail and as if hepg recited

The area to the south of the South. West line of the Madrgs

regarded by the Board as the legit_i!pate sphere of this Company’g OPB;:;}:;K hﬂ;:IWayg been

he Chairman
or
previously. g e lnany years
The Board have reason to helieve that the proposed Branch from Dingdi

Palghat had for long been looked ug‘on officially as one which should prope?ignl}e t:uft:gdan;rt 1?:
South Indian Railway Company. The fact may be recalled that when making what i ¥
as their “en bloe ” proposal, the Palghat-Dindxgul lll}e formed one (,)f the three lineg which the
Board were prepared to undertake as integral parts of the Company’s system. In COMMuniog.
ting their decision upon this proposal (Government of India No. 1746, R.C., 22nd October 187y,
the Government of India stated that, while dxspoged to_fa,v.our the construction of a metre gauge
rather than a standard gauge railway through that district, further information was required
before they were in a position to pass any definitive orders on the scheme.
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i e ion it 1 ) is Branch of 118 miles
sideration it is contemplated that this i b
L A proposalz no“;:l:?i\e;tf: ];:u;;, and worked by the Madras Railway (g((l)mpuan_):.t anldlm-];
should be constructe don on what grounds this metre gange line should be allotte to o e
e l'm'd:rgz?;ln uvlv)hen the line would form a junction with the existing metre g
T ) uld

paige Ao Indian Railway at Dindigul. # :
system of the Southf tl}lle scheme advocated by the Government of Madras, to \?vhlll(,h ! tll;;:r u]ztoiz;];d

B;;]]:;t t;.It;w p;gtoobjection is the proposal to entrust 1o the Madras Railway the co )
takes the stron ,

g l < o 11 '+
g’ th p
on the g ) Of € 1m Oltallb althou h compar I‘]Velv Qh()[’t “[L ()

: s d as, and is in fact, a much
: Nanjangode, which has long been urge % LA \outh
miles) between' El’gd:w:;f th: th 0 ggreat metre gauge systems of Soythern India 7 1h€: '156 Smﬁl‘;’;
pasdsd conn(eic?l?nSoeuth Indian Railway—administering the one 1_,50{;0 anéll‘ the tot f;: g i
Mahratta and the Board impossible to protest in too strong tern m eve
It seems to the Boar PRY. & ment, against the
of metre g\a.uge line. to the public or of bel:seﬁﬁ to Govern y A : e
poini(i,sglf t“fw:;r;g:;ﬂ:ﬁz :éezg; aonft::,g;;a,ndard gl;-uge administration to construct and work a link
Eetween the t-wo gy v tl:ie addedgit may be permitted to the Board to obslerve ltlhsttt;v;ll?fi‘g
" 8'nyﬂm]'gal lz;:mwa;ﬁsas strategical grounds, it is of g-le ut()\noit %gogiﬁg”tvlzig""ﬁ g
broad commerci 1 metre gauge route from Ceylon iz Al
the not dmta.x;t ﬂf:;tuﬁlll?z,atﬁmﬁzlgﬁnentg ofgirafﬁe', and the best financial results, be 1fx the
convem;ncef:w ConIl)Pwies or Administrations as poqmble. ' gt S
hands of as bserve that in the Administration Report of the lewzyJ uxl-a 908 aaaaihy
W sk (Dopatamat da- fbe hadieg Prosidoney far 184708, daied Lith July INGS, oigoed Ly
or - : i 8, it is stat 4 Aoy
Mr. Spring, ConsultlﬂgtE:gna?v::;;i;tt?India that the broc,le-NaljJan,go:;l]mi(;tgs agd’tfe%‘?
i‘itr on‘g‘geroe:l(::tl;l;:;le(}ieis : feeder to the Madras (? aﬂxa{hg (}I;lo};aﬁl};t? :yl';?:nll’;imﬂrﬂ,y BRIVINg s
ne : ; o is due : g
that “the selectlfgl fgr qufetf:jl::;‘?tg;lill% incidently connect two great metre ga'u‘ge t? h:elx:rl]s)ile
G TG b g e R i e e A T il s
The Board do not des h by $hig: ogerivy of the Madras hentway e ot}
the construction and vzortkl;: gﬂ?ﬁottlz;il};:rr:lil%i’c of the two great metre gauge & sg‘(}.m:"- s(t),:\lnltﬂ}“\f"ﬁtl Jieg
considerable obstacle ond working through the agency of the ﬁodmmﬁa%a‘u?;v- 8
purt lt?lc::aittr?fgignth: merits of the branch as a feeder to the Madras S
no way de

oy b b el secs ACRA
SRS TR AT SR i7" WY St F
Lty

‘/{“'/ - - v-:,-'zrx,v»/-'/f: . (.l..:f... Yo Sl e \ -
0 o No. Ry., dated December 1898,
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g addressed, !
FuaBayerameons o I];Idmg:g}g;e will be forwarded to the Secretary of State in
2. A copy ]‘;fé sg:::g Nx(':c30/1470 Ry., dated 28th November 1898,

sl Sepagls Of
continuation it Debeihbér 1898.]

(True Extract.)
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» Under Secretary.
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y PusrLic Works DEPARTMENT.

Sz, .

In continuation of the correspondence ending with my letter, No. 1297 Ry., dated )' /4;7 AN
the 19th October 1898, on the subject of this Government’s conversion and extension g 8 b
foliey for the Madras Railway, and with special reference to paragraph 3 of that 5\ A&{\m "
etter, I am now directed tosforward a copy of the South Indian Railway Board of '\ * i
Directors’ letter t their Agent, No. 219, dated the 4th November 1898, together with
a copy of the Agent's letter to which theirs is a reply. The latter is the communication
referred to in paragraph 3%of my above-quoted letter as containing a line of argument
to which this Government is unable to attach much weight. The South Indian e
Railway Board’s letter accepting their Agent’s arguments appears also to this Govern- 2
ment to be unconvineing. :

2. While fully conceding that the South Indian Railway Compan, haf a right < [~

to feel interested in the future ownership of the proposed Podanur-Dindigul and

- Erode-Mysore branches, this (Government cannot admit that that Company i8 con-  asc /L
~ cerned with the Cannanore and Cochin branches, which, for no other apparent reason

’}than that the metre gauge is suggested for them, ian Rail e

- propose to work as detached brancbes. Neither can the proposal to change the gauge
of the Qalieut-PodanurfMettupahiyam section be reasonably considered as a subject of

legitimate interest to that Company, or as one in regard to which it is necessary to g

consult them. The trunk and its branches designed to converge on the ports of Calicut = -~ - S
~ and Tellicherry, and to serve a tract of country the chief part of whose expdrt and o AR
~ import business is carried on through the mercantile agencies residing at these ports,

~ must, in this Government’s opinion, be considered as forming a system apart fr t,«’ 3
" that of the South Indian Railway Company, inasmuch as the territory which this net-ﬁ' S8
" work of lines is intended to serve is one which the Madras Railway Company have 4 :
- always, and until now undisputedly, regarded as their own, It is this network for ’
which it is now proposed to adopt the metre gauge, not o&%leeanse many potential e
difficulties in regard to future extensions and connections Will thereby be removed, 4
but also because the metre gauge is considered, by this Government and by the
Madras Railway Company, to be amply sufficient to carry all the traffic likely here-
after to offer itself in so confined, though rich, a coumtry.
3. Provided that its length ;s sufficient for economieal working there is no valid
objection to a metre gauge network beinﬁzlorked by a broad gauge administration.
Mo Bombay-Baroda and Central India Railway Company and the Eastern Bengal
“ State Railway may be quoted as successful examples of such working. The former
of these two administrations works 1,674 miles of metre and 100 miles of 2’ 6" gauge,
_and the latter 532 miles of metre and 60 miles of 9’ 6" gauge. The difficalties
" oxperienced on these two systems in the transhipment of a very large volume of traffic

~ at the junction of the gauges will be ‘a matter of minor moment at Podanur, which, s
o oal glmd{hexplam'ed, stands on what may be appropriately desi%a::d_the traffic-shed £ }x
between eEutandtheWestCoastportsatthispartottheIﬁ' ian peninsula.
] » .Y
; %
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4. T 1 i
ol Tn}:;?ix ovlv;ollll cil:tlllll)ﬂ:::dit: some trade in the future between the districts of
ploi- c{n i og ) g and financial eentre and those of which My sore is the
R LI A ect Rt;f_ the proposal that the branch from Erode to My
SORId WG e MY ilway is not so much to serve the requirements of ?ilre
wiarnl Lndeien. fsl %sotll;e produce should find it easy to flow Madras-war((is l';
el g i) i . mmte:vglpgflgggxnseﬁtiondof t';he Madras Railway, witiu:?n
the n, en it and its port, of rryin
gggx;;é::;h:: &eljr" b g Itfo ?ilz :lnte!-ventim; of the Mlt)ldn:s R;iv{v(:a;a Comganc;u:;
ed as . be to etriment of trade desirin "richi
E:Pt‘i}g :;deeﬁg:rsl,l g.he s}:tuatlon can perfectly well be mfeggwt;egogy l;etwee&'lcll'f o
Bt il b s eer tde authonty of which the Erode-Mysore branch 3)2‘1}1 Mad‘:':.;
B o vy i e, o it
utle 1
t;r ;t;han ;hu)sgl oi t:; tmgzﬂ between that place and mmﬁi}iﬂmﬂh&f’g‘i" l;\e
. The South Indian Railway Company’s Board argue th ' 7
» ~ i .
.gggv;o:k:‘:gm 0§11 the Erode-Mysore branchy“ through tﬁg a;i!:e;};z thc;o::tmctmn
gRuge yBailwaw” uitno way _detract from the merits of the branch as a feed bl
o g ch' 4%, may *gntl} equal cogency be argued that the construc?i. i
o e 0 anur-Dlndlgul branqh by the agency of the Madras R::Iill o
Railvl;znyat e 5.111 ncl) way detract from its merits as a feeder of the South I e
sail -anessa i111 gul. This Government’s view of the matter is that such int ndl_an
i rily to some extent detract from the meérits of a branch in so f:rven.tlo'n
i (i serve as a feeder of the Company not working it, but that the So tl};u it
s bot{ sthggxtittx)late shan_a of the carrying trade of the districts propdsed toube ——"
by ! Raif‘se ranchgq is small in comparison with that likely to be carried el
Madra 6st‘. t::z; to and from ports at the termini of that Railway. oiis
6. With reference to the question of fact, whether the f
the Podanur-Dindigul line is l?kely to be better served by“tht;3 tg:)tﬁ‘hy I:(:iilz):l s:: vbe;l t:y
o

: :' : X ‘ /’. ~ M L % i
& }‘? ,‘\’;’d‘ A0 adras Railway, I am instructed to offer the following remarks. 1In his letter to

his Directors, No. 593 of July 6th, 1898, Captain Shelley writes :—

-~ «7T have no information to show that th i

Tormat e requir

gerved by the Podanur-Dindigul branch being worked }? tﬁ?ﬁm A s S i
Railway, but the statement th y TR TN 5L A Sostand

o > 1 e ent that the trade of the district is now in the hands of th ; e
; dhardibly substantin tyiaita! - Tho @it Ahdinnl Builwesidns ‘ckiribd. and is-oarrying v

: fdliﬁzf:ﬂteto u:dmpm?j f:}‘;ﬁ:lg‘oﬁl and tﬁ Dindigul and Karur. Had this not b;nc:i?(:ng ‘?‘:9'

ndersts PERICE : ase, 1

out-agency at Dharapuraxz.” ailway recently incurred the expense of establishing a.lx:

- It is recognized that some of the trade of th

question, ‘ch;eﬂy'coti;qn, ‘does find its way to t-l;)e So?lt?ngm ‘;{r:iﬁ;l;t b

is a.{%mlt‘ted by Mr. Taylor, the Madras Railway (‘ompany’s Traffic Offi ys;and the faet

traffic survey of which a copy is herewith enclosed.  But the bulk ofc:;ew;(;dmadiwﬁ
e whic

centres on ihe large towns of the district hi
vnndon‘tf)'t‘edly.trend:s tow_grds the West C‘oast, vidolllf: }ﬁagri:n;iaiﬁet and Dha,mPnra.m;
long connection with this trade, and not merely a desire to und way ; and it was its
~of the South Indian Ruilway, which led the Madras Railway Co ermine the influence
permission of Government to establish an out-agency at bg mpany to obtain the
“graph 3 of my ¥ efter No 533 Ry., dated the 5th August ﬁ%ﬂm"" w_hen para-
Government entertained doubts of the wisdow of accepting the Sm’m:v ?8 written, this
en bloe prqposa,ls. (are was therefore taken to make particular en ndian Railway’s
real facts in regard to the movement of the trade of the distriet qulSr'les gt
local enquiries, through the civil authorities and otherwise, have et Vinu::f that date
ernment that the requlretme_nts of the bulk of the trade of South UOimbato(;e itilhls Gov-
served if a second carrying agency is not allowed to intervene between it an:; thb%t s
Coast ports. It i admitted that tho casternmost one-third of the O e i
line has more business connection with the South Indian Railway than w;;:ll(lhgd
Madras Railway, aud indeed, were this not the case, and were there no value in ttlﬁe
through connection, all the requirements of the district might perhaps, for the present
be well enough served by a metre gauge branch of the Madras Railway running soﬁnu;
and east from Podanur through Pollachi and Udamalpet to Dharapuram and Palni
without emerging at Dindigul. But the extension through to Dindigul will be of value
to the cotton crop of the eastern par of the district which secks the Madura mills; and

* geriously hamperec- - ous to gain th
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N Ry.,

//‘w
g ontained in their argument

2 ‘ s« own contention, ©
the South Indian Railway Comp‘;n}bz(;ead as an adm,ission on their part that alien

referred to in my paragr%}l)zls i’,ﬂin n?)rt operate t0 diminish its value as a feeder to their

ownership of these few m slated by the Madras Railway Company, in
) manl y s f A

system. 'lhattratf: usﬁzi}ﬁg?i;é):ct i pinter ests of produce W:f;lch de?ilrg‘s’to af‘iiud its
swauc;l taowt;); gimih 1]mhan' Railway at Dindigul, can easily be safe-gnarded in acvance

: : B
by a special clause in the fepssis 3th November 1898, the Government of
el i o :d%:.ﬁ ]gr, ‘dated . '2on of concurrence of the Madras Military
India v_n‘ll h_ave recely ef - policy which 18 the sup]ect of_ this correspondence.
authorities in the wisdom O § the unanimous expression of its acceptance at the
They are also in pos§8551(;?al:’t fon resentative Associations of .tmders and producers
hands of the several unp?ble 5 consult,’intelhgent Associations representing large
whom it was found poss! el i intimately bound up with _the successful railway
business interests whg:e suIn . The policy also, as you will have learnt from my
administration of Sou ern 19tk October 1898, as well as from the enclosed copy of
No. 1297 By, g therd ¢ Director’s letter to their Agent, Ne. 984, dated 4th
7 of the Boatainod dial support of the Madras Rfallway Company,
November 1898, has ob tive broad gauge instincts, at first seemed likely to oppose 1t.
who, with all therr ponaerss s the hope that the Government of India may
Government’s proposals, for delay in
interests. = Although, in

8. 1 am now instruc®® . . . t this
soon find themselves 1 :;rt oisacdc:t?rimental to many 1
arriving at 8 ge,e,isio‘n 18 ‘e l;;:ent’s conception of the wishes of the Government of
consonance with (18 o made to lay the matter before the public, the very natural
India, every effort has b[ee:]!ian Railway has been the only opposition which the policy
opposition of o aill other quarters it has received the strongest support. This
has had to face. From 2 that its adoption will remove a potent source of difficulty
Gover[;ment is ﬁzlge‘:cf";) - railway pxtension 1 Southern and Western India come to
when fature s¢
be dealt with in tlile.futul‘e'hi Government, it is inevitable that the policy, if given

: ion Of:h g end to some enhancement of the market value of the
effect to, should lead in the o snordinately to raise the price of its shares when
1t must, howeyer, be remembered that, even should
der discussion be the enhancement of value of

cement must be accepted as an indication of the

Madras Railway ghare Bu‘i:lm:& wisdom of the poliey, and as indicating a real rise of
belief of investors 11 t rather than an artificial rise due to neglected maiute-

value worth paying for, fetitiously obtained.
nance and to sur?lus I)froit:version m standard to metre gauge 18 no new policy in
10. The policy © e Government of India are aware, it was given effect to with
As the + °° ¢ the South Indian Railway from Negapatam

Southern India. e Doty : e Nogupaiac
complete success ce.aid had the gauge 0 section no n change
to El:-ode. It is easy 0 rse‘:ll;z]fe?g v{;’;dia might, during the last 20 years, have ﬁee;’;
raillway development 12 = ith a view f0 the avoidance of future disabilities that this
It W . the (Government of India’s consent to a policy

Government 18 10% anxlonz, = o cellency the Governor in Council, will have far
in the beliel o Hmin :he development of future schemes for the extension

ec
.o in Southern India.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Fraxcis J. E. SprixNG,
Joint Secretary.

Forr St. GFPORGE,
December 1898

‘Exd, T. K. Narsyans Aiysngas.
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Francis J. E. SPRING, Fsa., C.LE.,
Joint Secretary 1o the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department,

Ruilway Branch,
To
Tue SECRETARY 7m0 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
PupLic WORES DEPARTMENT.
SIr,

In continuation of the correspondence ending with my letter, No. 1297 Ry, dated
the 19th October 1898, on the subject of this Government’s conversion and extension
policy for the Madras Railway, and with special reference to paragraph 3 of that
letter, I directed to forward a copy of the South Indian Railway Board of
Directors’ letter to their Agent, No. 219, dated the 4th November 1898, together with
a copy of the Agent’s Jetter to which theirs is a reply. The latter is the communication
referred to in paragraph 3 of my above-quoted letter as containing a line of argument
to which this Government is unable to attach much weight. The South Indian
Railway Board’s letter accepting their Agent’s arguments appears also to this Govern-
ment to be unconvineing.

9. While fully conceding that the South Indian Railway Company have a right
to feel interested in the future ownership of the proposed Podanur-Dindigul and
Erode-Mysore branches, this Government cannot admit that that Company are concerned
with the Cannanore and Cochin branches, which, for no other apparent reason than
that the metre gauge is suggested for them, they propose to work as detached
Neither can the proposal to change the gauge of the Calicut-Podanur-Mettupalaiyam
section be reasonably considered as a subject of legitimate interest to that Company, or
as one in regard to which it is necessary to consult them. The trunk and its branches
designed to converge on the ports of Calicut and Tellicherry, and to serve a tract of
country the chief part of whose export and import business is carried on through the
mercantile agencies residing at these ports, must, in this Government’s opinion, be
considered as forming a system apart from that of the South Indian Railway Com-
pany, inasmuch as the territory which this network of lines is intended to serve is
one which the Madras Railway Company have always, and until now undisputedly,
regarded as their own. It is this network for whieh it is now proposed to adopt the
metre gauge, not only because many potential difficulties in regard to future exten-
sions and connections will thereby be removed, but also because the metre gauge is
considered, by this Government and by the Madras Railway Company, to be amply
sufficient to carry all the traffic likely hereafter to offer itself in so eonfined, though
rich, a country. A

3. Provided that its length. is sufficient for economical working there is no valid
objection to 3 metre gauge network being worked by a broad gauge administration.
The Bombay-Baroda and Central India Railway Company and the Eastern Bengal
State Railway may be quoted as successful examples of such working. The former
of these two administrations works 1,674 miles of metre and 1?0 miles of 2’ 6” gauge,
and the latter 532 miles of metre and 60 miles of 2’ 6" gauge. The difficulties
experienced on these two systems in the transhipment of a very large volume of traffic

tion of the gauges will be a matter of minor moment at Podanur, which,
as already explained, stands on what may be appropriately designated the traffic-shed
between the East and the West Coast ports at this part of the Indian peninsula. '

4. There will doubtless be some trade in the future between the districts of
which Trichinopoly is the trading and financial centre and those of which Mysore is the
centre. Yet the chief object of the proposal that the branch from Erode to Mysore
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nis o 11s

internal trade as that
at Mysore produce should find it easy to flow Mad
Madras-wards, vid

the shortest route, ¢ 'd
being ham , t.e., vid the Erode-Mad i
. pered by th ( adras section of th : :
Ganios gy Z - e intervention, between it and it e Madras Railway, without
han onme. If the intervention o s port, of two carrying com-

considered as like £ -
nopoly and Myson},y ﬂg‘; :;‘:ut(;_the detriment of tradt}; (:leg,zimto%aﬂway Company is
- ,the agreement under the :u;%n = perfectly well be safegfardedo}‘: Wi it
g‘::‘::y ?7111 be made and work::l'wy of which the Erode-Mysore branyc}g s¥ecml sH
¢ interests of the Mysore tr The contention, however, of thi of the Madras
gr ysore trade desiring an outlet Mudrz;sowa,l (118 Govle.z;nrent t:s
-wards are l1gely to be

eater than those of

however, of the i of the trade between that e
metre g;u JREySsEh At . guarde; \:,place and Trichinopoly. The interests
ge. y the adoption, for the branch, of thé

5. The South Indi :
and working ” of Rlisa" Tl vy O ’
the % ompany’s Board :
%;uge systems will in 15;1‘:;1: %ym hranch ¢ througha:}glgeatggtltc tl:)ef 1‘;‘11(:302 structlton
w:r]:{‘: Railway.” It may zvitﬁ e {rom the merits of the branchyas a feet;:;: get{l:
c g of the Podanur-Dindi u‘}ua cogency be argued that the construction and
R:;Illpmy will in no way detr:z%t fgl'amfh by the ageney of the Madras Railway
mus:'ay at Dindigul. This Bota m,“s_ merits as a feeder of the South Indian
y mneeessa"ﬁy to some extent rnment’s view of the matter is that such intervention
'l“{lsil ded’ to serveas a feeder :f tget"a(it from the merits of a branch in s0 far as it 18
by bvg;y‘s legitimate share of the e Company not wor ing it, but that the South Indian
£ ) h these branches is Bﬁal'lc.mymg trade of the districts proposed to be served
Am s Railway, to and from in comparison with that likely to be carried by the
thb B W vt 1o th ports at the termini of that Railway.
maal;:dahur—ﬁl“&gnl Iilole i: I(il“esﬁo,n of fact, whether the country to be served by
his D.S Railway, T am instru kely to be better gerved by the South Indian or by the
his Directors, No. 593 of Jul cted to offer the following romarks. In his letter o
Qetva’d bl oy fuly ly 6th, 1898, Captain Shelley writes :—
jﬂﬂlwag’; &: &ﬁ““ﬁ?-mnd{;:] btga :hi?w .that, the reqdrements of the conntry would be better
is hardly su oy ‘;‘M‘mnent that the wmg worked by the Madras than by the South Indian
siderable 'Dhbam-p'm ated by facts. The S ¢ of the district is now in the hands of the former line
diffieult to unde mmmdtraﬂio from and b&o?)th Indian Railway has carried and is carrying €on-
out-agency at Dbara why the Madras mmdlgul and Karur. Had this not been the case, it 18
gy g barapuram.” : WAy recently incurred the expense of establishing an
L recognized that i )
question, chiefly cott at some of the
is admitted by {d’_r f> T:nl, does find its Wz;:r:get lff the south-eastern part of the tract in
traffic survey of whiel{ :r&othe Madras Railway t(5‘ South Tndian Railvay, and the G
part of the tract deals alinus%y 1s herewith eue{'ose(:immy,s Traffic Officer who made e
b e i e v e . adeed th extrome souh e
it was its 1 dly trends towards e district, Pollachi
influence oilfl %h oogm ection with this the West Coast vid the M dmg (Ii:nl]lalpet 2
of the Sout vith this trade, and n B ailway ;
uth Indian Rail k not merely a desire to undermg;(; T):lg

ohtain the permissio : way, which 1
n of Government to estab%:hﬂ;m; ek i e
ency at 1 harapuram

When paragraph

; ph 3 of my letter :

this Government entertained dNohlﬁsa'Ry" dated the 5th A 3

Railway’s en bloc proposals. C:rg ts of the wisdom of ace EE ST st o

to the real facts in regard to the was therefore taken to maicptmg }he g Indim;

local enquiries, through the ci >movement of the trade of th dispa?tm“l“ enquiries as

ernment that tk,le requ%i'em:n:;“fl a}? thorities and otherwise ?mv trict. Since that date
atore will best be

served if a second i 1
carrying agency is not allowed to intervene betw
een it and the Wes
t

Coast orts. 1 1 r
P It 18 admitted that the easternmost one-third of the P oda
nu -Dmdlgul

i A ; 3
ine has more business connection with the South Indian Rail
way than with the

Madras Railway ; i ]
y ; indeed, were this
through connection, all the requi not the case, and were th
bedwell enough serve ol oF Hio distrios g Peﬂf;;s:l foo: ::%;e ey
an fr present
Withmouttemz?gifgmatn}l)gng};‘igh ]iftlgchi ind Udamalpet to Dharapuram and P ln:
to th e extension th .2 : alni
e cotton crop of the eastern part of the district w?i%%hs:gk?lt[ﬁ%l%;aldwmm ot Tt
ura mills ; and

* Tpdia will have receiv

the South Indian Railway Company’s oWl contention, contained in their argunment
referred toin my paragraph 5, may be read as an admission on their part that alien
ownership of these few miles will not operate to diminish its value as a feeder to their
system. That rates shall not be manipulated by the Madras Railway Company, in

: uriously affect the interests of produce which desires to find its

such a way as to in] ]
way to the South Indian Railway ab Dindigul, can easily be safeguarded in advance

by a special clause in the agreement.

7. With my No. 1471 Ry., dated the 98th November 1898, the Government of
ed the cordial expression of concurrence of the Madras Military
authorities in the wisdom of the policy which is the subject of this correspondence.
They are also jn possession of the unanimous expression of its acceptance at the
hands of the geveral important representa.tive Associations of traders and producers
whom it was gound possible t0 consult,——intelligent Associations representing large

timately bound up with the successful railway

business interests whose success is in

administmtion of Southern India. The policy also, as you will have learnt from my

No. 1297 Ry dated the 19th October 1898, 88 well as from the enclosed copy of

aragraph 7 of the Board of Directors’ letter to their Agent, No. 984, dated 4th
al support of the Madras Railway Company,

November 1898, has obtained the cordial sup] _
i pstinets, at first seemed likely to oppose it.

who, with all their conservative broad gaugel
the hope that the Government of India may

8. I am now instructed to express :

soon find themselves 1 500 to accept this Government’s proposals, for delay 1n
2" n the matter I8 detrimental to many interests. Although, in
tion of the wishes of the Government of
the matter before the public, the very natural
n the only opposition which the policy
From all other quarters it bas received the strongest support. ~ This
Government 18 convineed its adoption will remove a potent source of difficulty
when future <chemes for tension 11 Southern and Western India come to

be dealt with in the future- UG
inion of this Government, it is inevitable that the policy, if given
me enhancement of the market value of the

9. In the dOIi g -
in the ©
effect to, shoul® ' as inordinately t0 raise the price of its shares when

Railway ; but not so s0on
ﬁzdtriﬁe for itsyp’urchase grrives. It must, however, be remembered that, even should
icy under discussion be the enhancement of value of

ts of the oli i
one of the F*7 gh enhancement must be accepted as an indication of the

i hares, SU ¢ s an 1 ,
&a{irfaz flg?:‘l,‘evsigrr: in th,e ultimate wisdom of the pol}ey, z}nd as indicating 2 real rise of
value worth paying or, rather U an -artlﬁcxal rise due to neglected mainte-
nance and to surplus profits fictitionsly obtained. < ;

10. The policy on from stanfiard to metre gauge 18 10 new poliey in
Souther.n India. dia are aware, it was given effect to with
com 1éte sueeess 01 the 166 mile section of the South I_ndmn Railway from Negapatam
t E[;ode 1t is easy realize hoW, had tl}e gauge 'of that section not been changed,
r?xilwa.y Jevelopment in Southern India might, dunng the last 20 years, have been

. v hampered- It is with 2 view to the avoidance of future disabilities that this
s(;nous . nt is now anxio ain the Government of Il_ldxa’s consent to a policy
oye;mx_xe the belief of His Excellency the Governor 11 Council, will have far
e 1a] effects in the development of future schemes for the extension

reachin and beneficia _
of railwiy commnnication in Soushern India.

of conversi
g the Government of In

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient gervant,

Fraxcis J. E. SPRING,
Joint Secretary.

BT ST (GEORGE,
/ December 1898.

- -
Exd. T. B Norsyand Aiysngar FESSPT
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

LeTTER—10
Tae Ricar Howourasre THE SECRETARY or STATE ror INDIA.

My Lorp,

Tn continuation of our Despatch No. %fy-‘, dated 28th November 1898, we h“ez
the honour to forward herewith a copy of our Proceedings, No. /373 Ry., dated I//' %
December 1898, embodying further correspondence with the Government of India.
on the subject of the proposed metre gauge policy for the Madras Railway and its

extensions.
'We have the honour to be,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servants,
(Signed)  A. E. HAVELOCK.

( ”n ) A- T- ARUNDEIJ.
) H. M. WINTERBOTHAM.
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