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_Submitting to Government report called_for regarding the supply of slecpers to railways
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Mr. Gass, in consultation with whom the present Proceedings are written and who
is also permanent Distriet Forest-officer, Coimbatore, considers that we do not yet know
enough of the Pollachi Upper Anamalai forests to justify us in offering to make
any supply ¢rom there owing to the long carriage, and the difficulty of converting
the prevailing timber, viz., Mesua ferrea or speciosa ; he also considers that the
capabilities of the Lower Anamalai forests have been overestimated. The smaller size

of the sleeper required, however, makes it unnecessary for the Board to withdraw

its proposal to supply 1,36,000 sleepers within three years using only the woods
which 1t now appears are already approved by the Madras and South Indian railways
viz., Karimaradu (Terminalia tomentosa), Trul (Xylia dolabriformis) and Immbogan;
(Hopea parm'jlora)-, TFurther information from North Malabar even enables it to raise
*its offer to 200,000 within three years, and if the smaller sleeper be used the number
- would be 250,000. This does not include the demand for the Tinnevelly-Quilon
" railway. . This railway was not mentioned in the former orders of Government and
consequently full enquiries have not et been made as to the capabilities of the
Tinnevelly forests. A further communication will be submitted on the point, as well
as with regard to experiments which are now being .made with other kinds of wood

in communication with the officers of the Madras Railway Cempany. :
6. It is also proposed to thorfmghly investigate the capabilities of the Pollachi
Upper Anamalai forests. A saw-mill and wire ropeway have just been successfully
installed in the Lower Anamalais in, which a tramway has been in work for years,
and if similar arrangements on a Jarger scale can be made for the exploitation of the

more extensive and more fully stocked forests of the Upper Anamalais, the Board
Seeg, N0 Teason to doubt, that it will be in a position largely to increase its contribution
towards meeting the very large demand for sleepers which has arisen in connection
with the extension of railway construction 1n the Presidency.

7. The most important timber in the Upper Anamalai forests being Mesua ferrea

the Board would be glad to be informed at the earliest possible date whether sleepers
of that wood would be accepted. It does not appear that any of them has been used
by the Madras or South Indian Railways but Gamble, at page 27 of his Manual of

Indian Timbers, states that it has been found to answer for sleepers equally well with

Pynkadu.
.{ﬁecreléry. .

(True Extract.) .
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To the joint Secrctary to Department, Railway Branch.

Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
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