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Conveyance of Laterite Gravel for the Tanjore District Board

Passing orders on the question of the fairness o'otherwise, of the charges made by
the South Indian Railway Company for the —,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.
Read the following papers :—

From—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras,
To—The President, Distriet Board, Tanjore.
Dated—Ootacamund, 3rd August 1898, No. 94/0.

With reference to Mr. Andrew’s letter to Government, Local and Municipal
Department, No. 158/D.B., dated 19th February 1898, I have the honour to request
that you will furnish me with a copy of the agreement between Mr. Winterbotham and
the Agent, South Indian Railway Company, which is referred to in the correspondence
therewith forwarded.

From—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.
To—The Agent, South Indian Railway.
Dated—Ootacamund, 3rd August 1898, No. 95/0.

With reference to your letter No. 323, dated the 14th April 1898, I have the
honour to request that you will reply to the following queries :——

(2) Have you any reason to urge why you should not refund to the District
Board of Tanjore cooly fares levied over the Pillayarpatti siding before the date on
which it was formally opened for passenger traffic ?

(¢) In view of the results of the weighment of wagon loads of the ballast got
from the quarry, are you prepared to raise the sides of the vehicles specially told off
for this traffic so that they may carry the marked load when loaded leyel ?

(¢) Are you prepared to revise the rate per truck on the basis of a comparison
between marked load and actual weight carried in the unaltered trucks when loaded
level, in view of the obvious misunderstanding on the District Board’s part that in
bargaining for a rate per wagon they were entitled to a load equal to the marked
capacity. ’

. 2. You are of course perfectly entitled to charge cooly fares, now that the siding
has been opened for passenger traffic. You are also entitled to charge as for 10
miles to Tanjore. You are also entitled to charge reasonable terminals us per clause
46 (1) (2) of the Railway Act. It is not incumbent on you to treat the District Board
differently from any other of your customers.

3. I am not in possession of information to show whether the laterite traffic is
sufficient in quantity or sufficiently steady for many weeks together to justify you in
according to it exceptional treatment. ~But, if it should be so, I am strongly of
opinion that you would be wise to encourage it. Tt occurs to me that you xmgh? very
wisely give special rates for gravel iutended specially for railway feeder roads.
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4., What the District Board have got to consider is' what tl_ley can afford to pay
for the gravel, and I take it that the quantity that ?hey W'lll use will depend large!y on
what you charge them for carrying it, all told, including cooly fare and termlilalp.
Apparently for the most unfavourable place, Ponneri, charges work out to over X pie
per maund-mile actually carried, and a little less for Tanjore. It seems to me that
this is a high charge for stuff like gravel, of suph lpw intrinsiec vglue, a'n.d_ th‘.lt
it would probably pay you to lower the charges, to simplify them, to give facilities in
the way of specially made up trains for settled periods, and to offer special reductions
for freight of gravel for bona fide railway feeder road purposes.

From—The President, District Board, Tanjore.
To—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.
Dated— Vallam, 23rd August 1898, Dis. No. 808/D.B.

With reference to your letter No. 94/0.,
1. Mr. Winterbotham’s No. 34/D.B., dated dated 3rd August 1898, I have the
12th May 1894, honour to enclose copies of the marginally-

2. South In"lialn61?1a‘i}WﬂY 1&5{4‘3“’5 No. 7488/ . poted correspondence between Mr., Win-
3 er“'S%v‘.};‘;::boé} ml}: eletter. No. 34/D.B., terbotham and the Agent, South Indian

dated 26th June 1894. Railway, Trichinopoly, regarding the rate

4. South Indian Railway Agent’s No. 13249/ at which gravel was to be carried from

2423, dated 27th August 1894. the Pillayarpatti siding terminus to the
Tanjore South Indian Railway station.

Excrosure No. 1.

From—The President, Distriet Board, Tanjore.
To—The Agent, South Indian Railway.
Dated—12th May 1894, No. 34/D.B.

[ Your letter No. 3993/868, dated 24th March 1894.]

In forwarding herewith copy of the Local Fund Engineer's letter, No. 197 L.W., dated
21st April 1894, in reply to your letter under reference, I have the honour to inform you that
your proposal to charge 6 annas per truck per mile was strongly opposed at the time by the
Local Fund Engineer and was never assented to by me. I have, as you are aware, urged
upon you my view that even the rate of 3 annas per truck per mile, which is that charged for
the carriage of agricultural produce on the main line, is too high a rate to charge for gravel
carried to metal roads which are railway feeders.

So strongly do I hold this view that, unless you can see your way to charging 12 annas
per truck for the 4 miles covered by the tramway, I think the matter must be referred for the
decision of Government. _

I hope that you will yield to what appears to be a reasonable demand and thus yender a
reference unnecessary.

—_—

Excrosure No. 2,

From—The Agent, South Indian Railway.
To—The President, District Board, Tanjore.
Dated —6th June 1894, No. 7488/1584.

Your lotter No. 84/D.B. of the 12th ultimo. No intimation was made o me that either
the Local Fund Engineer or yourself objected to the rate quoted in November 1892 ; however,
as I said in my letter of the 24th March last, I do not wish to charge more than the traffic

" 2
o lX?terthe empty wagons have been conveyed to the quarry the engine and guards-van has
to return to Tanjore and then, when the train of trucks has been loaded, the engine and van will
have to run back to the quarry to work the trucks away. .Thgse are extra services wluch' have
not to be performed for laterite trains worked on the main line and a charge must be levied to
i e cost of such extra services. . £
coverotslr actual locomotive expenses work out to 12 annas per mile. I am willing to charge
this rate for the extra services alluded to; eight (miles) x 12 (annas) = Rs. 6 per trip plus the
usual charge of annas 3 per truck per mile for working the loaded trucks from the quarry.
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Excrosure No. 3.

~ From—The President, District Board, Tanjore.
To—The Agent, South Indian Railway.
Dated—26th June 1894, No. 34/D.B.

With reference to your letter No, 7488/1584, dated 6th June 1894, 1
inform you that I accept your proposal to charge 3 annas per loaded truck pexl-] :ﬁotillzihﬁnogrfto
the engme for each train load. I understand that the ordinary load for an e 5 s] ;do(;
trucks of gravel and that the engine fee of Rs. 6 is to be paid for each 30 loaded trucks Io h:n
be glad if early orders can be issued to carry gravel at the said rates. e

2. I may note that the entry “ Rs. 8 in the last line but ons of our lett
is evidently a mistake for “ annas 3 . 7O e et roforence

—

Excrosvre No. 4.

From—The Agent, South Indian Railway.
To—The President, District Board, Tanjore.
Dated —27th August 1894, No. 15249/2423,

Your current No. 34/D.B. of the 24th instant. Orders have been issued for the adoption of
the rates accepted in paragraph 1 of your letter of the 26th June last.

From—The Agent, South Indian Railway.
To—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.
Dated—Trichinopoly, 31st August 1898, No. 811.

Your letter No. 95/0 of 3rd August 1898,

; I forward herewith a copy of the Traffic Manager’s report on your letter under
reply.

With reference to your query (a), I do not think that we ought to refund to the
District Board the amount levied for the carriage of coolies. We do not carry coolies
free for other merchants and I fail to see why the District Board should receive
exceptional treatment in this respect. There is no doubt that it was a distinet advan-
tage to the Board to be able to send their coolies backwards and forwards by special
trains and I think they may be reasonably called upon to pay for that advantage.

Your query (4) : Mr. Davies is of opinion that there is no necessity to raise the
sides of the ballast wagons, as he says by heaping up the ballast a full load can be put
on them. T am doubtful of this myself, it may be possible to load a truck, at rest, up
to its fall capacity, but I am inclined to think that the motion of running would cause
a large proportion of such material as laterite if loaded above the tops of the trucks to
fall off in transit. If the Board can show that they can keep a certain number of
trucks fairly continuously employed, I shall be prepared to apply for sanction to fit
up sufficient special stock for the traffic.

I entirely disapprove of high sided trucks being used for gravel traffic. They
have been used before and there was always some difficulty in preventing the trucks
from being overloaded in spite of the load line painted on the inside of the vehicle -
they take a long time to unload.

I do not think that the Board’s representative was in any way misled when the
original bargain was made. He knew what the carrying capacity in cabic feet was
of the trucks, and the gravel is paid for by the cubic yard, the specific gravity of the
material carried did not enter into his calculation at all. The trucks are marked with
the carrying capacfty to prevent overloading and when light materials are carried, of
which the truck will not }:wld the full carrying capacity as in the case of cotton, the
rates are adjusted accordingly. A merchant consigning cotton in a truck marked
above the weight gf cotton that copld be put into it might, on the same grounds as put
forth by the Tanjore Board, claim to pay only on the gross weight of the cotton
loaded. The rate quoted for the carriage of gravel for the Tanjore Board is already
lower than the ordinary rate quoted to the public, and I am not disposed to lower it
any further.
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With regard to a further reduction for gr_ave.l reguired for the special construc-
tion of railway feeder roads, I will, if application is made for the _carriage of a
sufficient quantity, reconsider the advisability of making further reductions.

—

ENCLOSURE.

—The Traffic lﬁnager. ;
gg‘fThe Agent, South Indian Railway.
Dated—26th August 1898, No. 95 R. 1773.

[Your No. R. 1709/3/1476 of 12th Angust 1898.]

In reply to the remarks contained in the Conmsulting Engineer’s lotter, dated the 3rd of
August, f would point out with regard to the question marked () that we carried the laterite
coolies, gratuitously for a long period and it would be at least ungenerous to now take advantage
of a technical omission to claim back charges made for services performed.

(6) As it has been proved that 6 tons of laterite can bg loaded in a ballast wagon marked
to carry tha't weight, if it is piled up to the extent of a foqt in the centre, the load sloping to the
sides and ends, I think it unnecessary to alter the rolling stock in the manner proposed in

h (). :
Pamgv?ﬁ)en(tl)'a velling to Caleutta in February last I noticed coal trucks were loaded up in

o }vt{,;,,]l be pleased to place high-sided trucks at the disposal of the Local Fund Engineer

be spared.
whenT(iFizyisc&I!llow dﬁ; when possible at Cuddalore Old Town whence the Tanjore Local Fund

d procures gravel. . .
Boa.r(c)P"If the tgucks are loaded as suggested in paragraph (a) supra, there is no reason to alter

o r%;eimragmph 3 of the Consulting Engineer’s letter under roply it is remarked « you might
very wisely give special rates for.gravel intended specially for railway feeder roads.” €

We do already give special rates. The ordinary rate for ballast is special elass, or 4 annas
3 pies per 6 tons truck per mile. ¢ .

Terminals amounting to 6 pies per maund are levied when the traffic is carried Over &
distance of 50 miles, but not otherwise. ,

We have quoted the Tanjore Local Fund Board a special rate of 3 annas per 6 tons truck
per mile without terminals f(_)r distances under 50 miles, and over that distance 2 annas per truck
per mile with the usual terminals. : :

We even went below the 2 annas rate in order to. meet the Local Fund Board on their
representations that they would send a very large quantity of laterite to Bhiyali.

‘We then quoted them a rate of 1 anna 9 pies per truck per mile plus terminals, which made
the cost of 6 tons laterite delivered at the latter station (a distance of 56 miles) come to
Ra. 11-12-0, or less than Rs. 2 a ton. .

These facts will go to show that we have treated the Tanjore Local Fund Board with much
consideration. > .

“The remark in paragraph 4 of the Consulting Engineer’s letter that the charges to Ponneri
work out to over i pie per maund is evidently based on the supposition that the rate is 3
annas per track plus terminals, whereas it is 2 annas per truck pius terminals, which works s
to a fraction over } of a pie per maund per mile. ;

It should also be borne in mind that there is no return load for these trucks which have fo
be hauled back empty to the mdin(g. ’ ;

I note the suggestion of the Consnlting Engineer that further reduced rates might be given
for gravel intended specially for railway feeder roads and am of opmion that such concession
might be made provided the roads to be constructed are such as are likely to benefit our traffic.

Business is business, and the Local Fund Board may depend upon our giving them every
consideration consistent with the interests of the railway.

Orper—No. 1298 Ry., dated 19th October 1898,

The President, District Board, T?njore. referred for the decision of Government
the question of the fairness or otherwige of the charges made by.t,he South Indian Rail-
way Company for the conveyance of'late.nte gravel for dlstl'}pt road repairs. The
rates charged by the Company, not beu.lg in excess of Ehe maximum permissible class
rates sanctioned by Government, are within the Agent’s competence to impose. The
Agent is also within his rights in imposing the terminals which go towards maki
up the total charges of which the President complains, The Agent was also withiy

-
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the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras, :
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Public Werks Departiwent,

Railway RBranch.

3rd Auaa ’98 from Consulting unglnonr
to b“aLPMGn District BoaRd, fanjors. , o
23rd August, ’98 f”om Ohalvnan,u* Pd. Taniore s
1o Conqu1+Ln5 Lngineer.,

Lebter No. 94/0 da/

e ys 808 df

A s 95/0 d/ Brd-August ’98&fromiCon. Ingr.. to Agent 83 I
g »» 811 d/ Blst August ’984Ffrom the agent S.I.R. +0 o
' Con.. Bngr, 131
i
i
Order S 4y
i
the President,Distirict Roardy @
- vy
{
i

lanjore ref@érred forgdecision of Govern-

ment the question of the fairnsss or

otherwise of the charges made by the

S« L& Ry.Co.for the gonveyance of laterit{i

. Taa ol -
gravwel - forDistriet WQpaiTs. The

I‘a‘f‘:@° charged by the (,omyiqy,no‘r })ang‘
.

in excess of the maximun permissible

class rates  sanct 1oned by Governhaht,
e - - g -t i
are hlfhln thp Aganf*szcompe+enoe~to
I o W e s A A 2 WA e e e e I e w -
impose. The Agant is also within his.pdght
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in impesing ,he terninal s thch 50 tosw ﬁ*
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Briefly the le features of

case are as follows:

vy o

One of the few and I think the
' 1

only -accessible laterite ballast guarry

in the Tanjore District is at Puliapet,.

An extension was constructed by

the Bouth Indian Railway in 1894 from

lanjore to the qunrry,lwngth,S miles.

b

‘his extension has been inspected by the §

%

6 ]
(ﬂt O&LA’YA
o}(w ars

ol e tatioun wlioe e

S laniladh: .
0%

(paqsﬁngﬂrq).

Prior to the introducti
N %

nal charges on the South

+

K38

for conveying the train of

enpty frowm Jlanjore to the
. On the intrecduction

in 1895 the

rates were re

.

follows =

-

(&) % annas per truck per mile for

distanceg over 50 miles + BEs 5=-1-0 Ter.

mlnxls.

(b) d .annas per truck per mile for

distances under 350 niles, no terminals,

Besides these charges the Sout)

Indian Railway insisted on the cocolies

whe v T
vy s L} A8

e n.'lL a at ;‘Ew,l’leT"‘, 1.0 "‘.‘Clﬂ}‘v

in




in the guarries travelling in a 3rd class he will accept on all round rate of 2%
s = ;

. carriage attached to the ballast train,at ) annas per truck failing which he threaten

1 : 3 , P
“crd.ina.r‘y SEG AR S AEaLGH, : to lodge a civil suit to recover 13,700 R

ihe President,District Poard,alleges alleged over charge on account of the
that the charges are unduly high and that trucks not having carried their full

. the Rallway is benefitted by the metalling marked capacity.

" of the District roads.
Ihe agent -- that the Railway is a com—
. a AS L"r)rh;b:_y__ﬁ“i(; _r‘(d-,xj;.

. mercial concern and that he is justified L ¥ 4 oy : [ ;
L . Ballast is (Viae puage 92 'S.I.R goods
) i . &

- in charging the rates which are in force
in Bine classification) a first class

 and offers certain reductions which are i
¥, comnodity
- not accepted. i | .
_:not accep liax. rave 1/8 pie per d. per mile

The President,District RBoard refers 2
Y- ln' 9 1/G b b e »9
‘ ¥ \ A ]
the whole case to Government asking that fhis works out to
s annas 44 per truck per mile (6 +o
the Public Werks Department Railway Pranch ‘ | : iy ot 33n$nr Tuck per mile (6 ton)
e ¢ | TG [ L ]

' 2 4 2 Gl o g N : g 3/4 +o
fwwill use dts good offices in enaeavouq?po 4 , : L v 48 55 5 s> (4 3/4 ton)
g e the South Indisn Railway t+ 4 .

‘ﬁurSUGQ I n Railway to reduce ; 2s - BF a6 ton) truck per mile.

5 el W \ : ‘ g y Mine
its charges and rates.
¥ I g t ) 1 _';J’_Z, ’ / Jn) ) 2>
<
The Presment,,Dlstrlc+ Board raises the Tt

‘ Tf charoad as Wp(ﬁ(\i’ll *3'}r_\ char ~
' i H CNal 5L as S ASH RSN Ll Gl ;,,,E“a,q

‘ Iullowing points, - : ; J

4 3 wh g, i would be (minimum
11) ih&& for ballast destined for Tanjore - - ( )
1.35 annas per 6 ton truck per mile.
Lo Q¥ a3 PR e s 118 3 G ’ [
ferminals: ~
(vide page 93 S.I.R. guide) % anna
3 per maund
3 (3) Lhat the trucks,which are labelled Rs
# = o T S + +
‘" vt‘o 6 + R - S { = 5-1-0 for a 6 won bruck,
carry ons" and described in the
i , = 4-0-0 for a 42 ,, s
»gppds classifICatlon." sent in 6 ton wagon :
On page QGlﬁf the guide it is stated,
g‘than 3 tons - 4% tons belng an average 4 Rallast or gravel when sent in
rram actual experiment., .« ' g 6 ton vwagon loads will be charged
”That ﬁhe District, Board is entitled 1 _ € at a special rate of annas 3 per
rege»xve better t.rea,tment than that usual- ! btruck per mile.
-l L - |
i % (3] s L 3 3
-to traﬁers and mBrCh&nts. . On page 147 -- The rate is reduced +o
2 annas per 5 2 or 6 ton truck per
Aas
hile between the quarry » certain




stions over 50 miles distant which come

e ol

er ‘+he terminal clause « Jais

‘Jhe President,District Board 1ntenas
3base his claim for overcharge on the

tion of carrying capacity of the truck

vthat,in the ardinaryg course of busi-

z it was &nnulled by the 1ntroduction

L:lnal:_chdrges. mowever we can.43k

is whether a truck rate implies thab

it that a_ﬁgton'truck say is quoted to
ish it from a 12 ton. truck for rhlch

»
j‘k AN canen (uﬁw .b/a&c( ~1 \‘19(‘0“' .

on.the actual maundage carried. At the

the @uide ther

. ~
18 -a clause which ccvers this point;
Y9

H

same time on page 93 o

+} e e S S : = )
vhe legality of which I sSuppose is un-
duestionable. The charge for the mi~

nimun distance

Q

of 10 miles is of coursi
in conformity‘nith Railway practice.

I doubt if the Charge foi* coolie-
Tares 1is legal as it is not quite cles
that. the extension has ever bheen opened
fo1r pussenger traffic. I have looked
all through the cor: espondence and can
-not find it clear arly stated.

(I“f) - R
31.3-98

il



i el it er
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Bhds T thinic is right,but maie
it clear by a reference,

(Id.) F.J.E.S.

ut the note
pl_te at all. See, back,

(Id. ) F.J.E.S.
19-7-98,

under the impressioqﬁhat the trucksf@;
do so and undoubtedly they do carry-é»
tons of average metal but this parti=
cular laterite appears very light, As ;
the District “oard were gaying a wagon
rate and appear to have made no com-
plaint that they wsre preventad from
loading the wagons as full as they |
would hold I think they have no cause
to complain,

THe question
ent as the charge‘is quoted as 5 pies
pér maund and they apparentl& are noti 
(legally entitled to charge on more t
is actually carried. Gne rate not
touched on by the.Presideht, apparenﬁi
because it fnrmed part of the olqg rate
to which he weuld like to return, is :
vs.6/~ for engine power for talzing th
train-te the quarry. I do not thinx

they have.the smalleét right te char

wagons.

I wc&ld suggest as fair ratas

fﬁr distances over SQ*miles-fterminal

'\

at 4fRs. per truc“.3

e Y S
9‘7"'98 -
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Form No. 6.

Public §orks ﬁzgarfﬁr:at; il

Railway Branch,

OFFICE NOTE No.

Dated

Charges for laterite carried.

é.I.n. for District Poard,T@;x”

t.heir ca.rrying ca.pa.01ty of 6 tons.
(Id -)1To (l - -’Jo




T R o L =Y ey —————

.

classification" but referring to
bages 146 and 147 of the zame I fing
their rdte rfor this rcad metal is
specially quoted if at owners risk
at 2 annas per 52 or‘n ton frucn to
cartain statlons only, 4+ terminals

but these staticns are all over 50

miles distant and for these and ail;

special rates the Compény’s rule see
page 146 last para; o B Mo R |
must be chargpd on the carrying cana
city of thw Wagon used”.

S

The whole question of rates is ver

confusing and it must be almost im=

possible for a casual customer to_
gather what it wil%ppay him_b’st tc
do. 3L

Talze the pfesent casé.
If the District “ocard elect tonpa&
the special rates for the wagons, v
which (though caﬁable of carfyingld
wéight‘éf i tons) only actually
carry an ,average lod& of 42 tons af
this spe01al ccmmddity they pay
(i) for a distance ‘of" 51 miles

A

2 annas per 42 tons per mile

Tbrmanals(dﬁ.o tons) i.e. a-l—O
(ii) for a distance of under 00 mi

per maund, according:tc the di

run), I object to thiS'ihVidioﬁg

L
1

charge.




~ " PusLic Works DEPARTME

Railway Branch,

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

e &

Rrap the following

Letter No. 94/0; dated 3rd August 1898, from the Consulting Engineew

' for Railways, to the Chairman, District Board, Tanjore.

L VW

Letter lNo, 808, dated.23rd August 1898, from Chairman, District

Board, Tanjore, to the Consulting - -Engineer for Railways,
. Q

Y b ;
Letter No, 95/0, dated 3rd August 1898, from the Consulting Engi-

\ —neer for Railways, to the Agent, South Inqian Railway.

- Letter No. Siij dated 31st August 1898 from the Agent, South Indian

Railway,  to the Consulting Engineexr for Railways.,

P
Order thereon: —No./,z% Ky, datf‘d/fz‘:ober' 1898, ‘%
Y A “~ 2

 Dprpogp b
isk ‘ﬁkcbj; : ‘—? s ‘.' -y

7%

% R
’?M’ ﬂ'(‘py q.w'qq

M :
el

’

(40—4,000—2-11-95.)

_ ;e

The President, District Board, Tanjore,
referred for decision of Government the
quéstion off the fairness or otherwise of
thc charges made by the South Indian Rail-
—way cOmpany'for the conveyance of Ta?cribe
gravel for Bistrict road repairs, The rates
charged by the Company, not being in ex¢¢g;
of the maximum permissible class rates .

p : 2
sanctioned by Government, are within the
Agent’s competence to impbsc. The Aéenp
is also within his rightsiﬁ'imposing the

terminals which go towards making up ithe

total charges of which the President com=




. " k¢ hat are. con: istent with
J (D lowest rates that arx ;
°nt was also within his rdiol tg, : '

reasonable profits.

~nded merely to de 18 maX1mu
FRICIE S 111Ten I el

' e making a separate ch re 0 thi 152 0 9.1

. i o igtrict Board wert
= rmissible load, the Di i
g Engine on the quarry siding. He lowever exceeded
5
% s O1ls powers - 1in charging the Di trict Boax o) ¥
k

perid carl S1X LOIE
was thereby contracting to 3 !
¥
v
it ws o i bli t C e
75y or public uwtic, and i 6/
| i ” | | KR
regua d to do so by th oard h st refunc ' '
':.

L i w P e L \‘ <% /{
b tiie amount thus irmgularly charged,

d
s

ct
ct
(6]
—
ct

E . ! N” Mf PR 5 )(L{
Angust 1898, is of opinion that it wilj form a > i

4’4“r/;7 ‘
./((‘““M/doé/z,« 4

y ﬁf(x—[[“’l

asis Tor future dealings Mie

between him and the District Board,
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