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onference held ot Calcutta on Friday, 17th December 1897,

] ings of 6 O ‘ ! :
5o 4 ot of the re-booking of passengers {travelling by railway Sfrom

on the subje ; ‘
an area infected with plague.
The Government of India have decided that the whole of the Bombay

Presidency must be considered. to be? an infected are.a.. There is not at present

any other infected area in India which need be considered.
T understood that no system of land quarantine will be sanctioned,
W/ and that it i pot possible to establish isolation camps on the border of the
g oh all travellers from the infected area could be

¢ Bombay Presidency, in whi :
©otained for 5 preseribed period; after which they would be allowed to travel

wi'thout let or hindrance.
bay Presidency must therefore be allowed

3. All travellers from the Bom
and the question for consideration is what

- to proceed direct to their destination,
 easures can be adopted to prevent such travellers from concealing the fact

that they have come from a place infected with plague.

4. The rules framed by the different Local Governments generally pro- _

vide:

(1) that at places of inspection if the Medical officer sees reason to
suspect that a passenger is infected with plague he may arrange
for the detention and treatment of such passenger for so long as

he considers necessary ; |
(2) that travellers from theinfected area shall, on arrival at other stations,
be required to give their names and addresses so that their move-
ments may be watched until, owing to the expiry of the permd
of incubation, the danger of infection bas ceased. (Govemment
of India, Public Works Department, letter No. 224 R. T,
6th March 1697) ; S e
(3) that in the event of a traveller from an infeefeda area
an intermediate station with the object f obtainip,
<0 as to conceal the fact that he comes from an infec a
Railway Police shall take down his name and the number of the
fresh ticket issued, and send information down the line so
that he may on alighting be placed under observation. (Bengal
Rule 14, Notification No. 9, dated 10th November 197
5. These rules are believed by the Conference to indicate the best method %
of ensuring that, should a case of plague occur among travellers arriving or
pewly arrived from an infected area, it shall be at once detected and
The effective administration of these rules and o U
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TR vigilance of the executive staff employed. There ar Thow
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12. We do not reeommen{;iv-the\ general adoption of Bengal rule ;X];-;- which
provides that a passenger’will_ be allowed to pro?eed to his fiestinauon on
producing a certificate that. for ten da'ys. imn?edmtely -P.recedmg.\the»d&te of
commencing his journey he has been resldmg,.ln a _non-mfected area. The
infected areas ab the present time are not so mterfmxed as to necessitate the
adoption of this rule. ‘We have proposed that the tickets of passengers from

the infected areas should be rarked, and all other travellers must be P?ésnmed

to come from non-infected areas. . it

13. It was proposed  that travellers from Bombay should be allowed
to book ohly to the principal stations on each line, ;a‘ndw that »Im:-wmssgn-
ger with a marked ticket shpuld be permitted ,‘;to,,:a,hgpf, at any ‘mymd_e‘ o
station to which he could not book from Bombay. We do not awept 1,1}1&. .
proposal. We think it necessary that a Railway ,Poli‘ce;soﬂicbr or. Gthex ;gﬂ.'lglgl, ik
<hould be posted at all stations and that the work Gfmrymg@}hemes /
under the Epidemic Diseases Act should not be imposed on Station Masters to
the risk of their neglecting

their duty in connection with the safety of the
trains. If there are special officials to enfqrcgltha rnlgs,?,g all l‘allwaystatmns, ,
the inconvenience of forbidding travellers to alight. except at me@lp&lstatlons
is, we consider, unnccessary. P S e e :

14. The Conference lays great stress on thelmpommof :

G hetwesn the Bailiy Police, of jbhe. it RiGHER |
appointed at each station to tﬂ,lff?_- namesandad esses. t;Li, we_think, 1
under the control of the officer 1n charge of ‘the R Wayl’ohce,anggg g8
that such officials »shou}ld_‘be enhsted undgrActV ?f 1861," so tha g
sary discipline and:qbeaience:may"Pg enforce S

15, To sum up— e
(1) The tickets of all pas

~ punch-marked so

n.

difficulty of ascertaining the persons who had come from the infected area
would be largely increased. It is eminently desirable that travellers from the
Bombay Presidency should take through tickets to their final destination.

7. We are of opinion that it is essential to the effective working of the rules
we recommend for adoption, that these through tickets should have a dis-
tinctive mark. There are difficulties in the issue of tickets of a distinctive
colour. But the names of all Bombay stations are not known to the Police and
Station officials further east, and there should be some easy mode of recognizing
the fact that a ticket was issued within the Bombay Presidency. We suggest
therefore that the tickets of all passengers leaving the boundary of the infected
area should be punched with an indelible mark such as a square hole.  Tickets
should be punched at places where a railway passes out of the Presidency.
On the Great Indian Peninsula Railway the punching should be so done that
passengers from the Central Provinces passing through Bhusawal should not

be confounded with those from Bombay. The tickets taken at Bhusawal itself
should be punched at the time of issue.

8. Persons coming from infected areas who alight do so with the object
either of proceeding direct to their homes or of re-booking. In either case
their names and residences will be recorded by the Railway Police or other
officials appointed for that purpose, and the information conveyed to the
District Police, who must arrange that the occurrence within ten days of
sickness at the houses where such persons take up their residence is duly
reported. |

9. Should such persons re-book within 48 hours, the officials appointed for
the purpose will telegraph down the line their names and the numbers of the
fresh tickets issued, with a view to their remauining under observation, and will
inform the District Police within whose jurisdiction the station of re-booking
is situated so that the names of such travellers may be removed from the lists
for whieh the District Police are responsible. It may be that a traveller will
profess to break his journey, but instead of resting will proceed by road to
another station and then take a fresh ticket fur a distant place. There is no
evidence that this is a common practice and the Conference does not consider
it necessary to make any specific recommendation on the subject. It is alleged
that under arrangements made beforehand persons coming from infected areas
are met by friends from non-infected areas with return tickets who exchange
tickets with them. For the detection of such evasion of rules responsibility rests

upon the Railway Police or other officials entrusted with the duty of enforoing"'
the rules.

10. It is very desirable, if not essential, for the due working of the rules,
that a small inspecting staff should be appointed to travel along the line and
seo that the regulations are carried out and that abuses do not occur. The o
Railway Administrations might provide free passes for this inspecting staff. |

T -T-hsi_f mbe
~ghould be ‘
 petreated asa trave

11. Places for inspection have been established for the detection of
ersons actually suffering from plague or exhibiting symptoms which, in the
opinion of the Medical officer, require that the patient should be kept under
obsérvation. With reference to the nature of the medical examination in force
at such places the medical authorities might be consulted whether this examin-
ation could not be simplified, so that persons not exhibiting symptoms of fever
<hould be exempted from farther examination for glandular swellings or other

indications of plague.
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