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in wooden sleepers on certain curves to be nearly beheaded. A useful lesson is
to be learnt from the experience of the East Coast Railway of certain sorts of
wood for sleepers ; viz., that SoMe or Sumr (Soymeda Febrifuga) ; Pymya (Lythrarea
Hypoleuca ?), and a wood purporting to be teak from J ohore, are all quite unsuitable
for Indian use as sleepers. They all go utterly in four or five years. Probably to
“ haskenize ” them would greatly prolong their life. 1 saw some most excellent
sil sleepers from the forests of Gunj4m, and was told that their price in Berhampur
was Rs. 4-8-0. Nothing better than these could possibly be wanted if there were
only enough of them. The matter is one which might with advantage attract the
attention of the Forest Department. 1 was told that pyngadu sleepers from Burma cost
Rs. 5-4-0. 1 here warn the Bast Coast Railway authorities, officially, that a pyagadu
sleeper ought always to sink, and that if a Burma sleeper called pyngadu by dishonest
suppliers 1s found to float, it is probably Kya Eng or other worthless timber, and
certainly not pyngadu. 1 was told that 25,600 Johore teak sleepers laid in 1895 are
now rotting fast. I was told in 1892 that a considerable number of them had passed
on to the southern part of the North-Western Railway, through a large Karrachi firm.
It would be interesting to know what their life was in a dry climate.

8. Ballast.—Though a good deal of ballast has been put in the line since last
inspection, it is still very deficient in places. From Bezwada to Ellore the upkeep
of the road has fallen off very much; it is not nearly as good as it was at last
inspection. Beyond Ellore it is somewhat better. Beyond Bhimadol the sand ought
to be covered at once with a thin coat of broken stone. Between Rajahmundry and
Samalkot the road is fairly good but still wants ballast in places, but it is kept in a
slovenly state. Tt would be a good thing to show the gangmates a tidy bit of road as
a specimen. The Cocanada branch is very much the same as the places just described.
The road is pretty good between Samalkot and Pithapuram. Beyond Tuni it is
better and tidier, and further on towards Waltair it is in excellent order. North
of Waltair also the road is very good indeed and tidily kept too; but between Kota
Bommali and Naupada it again gets rather slack. From Parlakimedi road northwards
ballast is rather short, though, through the care that is evidently .bestowed.on it, the
road is in very good running order. Beyond Ichapur ballast is short in places,
but more is being put on. Beyond Berhampore a great deal of ballast has been
collected, and it might as well be put in the road. Beyond Jagannadhapuram the
road is better ballasted. Ballast is being spread beyond Rambha. .Bet.ween Kasim-
kota and Balugan the road is well ballasted and very well maintained.  From
Kalupara Ghat to Tapang I would say the same, _but beyond Tapang it is again not’so
good. From Chattipur to Khurda Road ballast is deficient and very 11'reg}11ar1y 1a{d.
The Puri branch is in good order, all except the last couple of miles which is still
quite new. The main line from Khurda Road up to the terminus at Barang is in very
good order.

In my opinion the East Coast Railway is old enough now to be properly ballasted,
once for all, up to full section. It ought to be carefully survgyed mile by mile for the
purpose, and a regular estimate prepared, and proper systematic arrangements made for
completing the ballast up to full section during one working season. It will probably
prevent some trouble and disputes if this is done before it is handed over to be worked
by the Companies to whom it is proposed to commit it for working. Once each
station to station length has got its full complement of ballast, the Engmeers ought to
take a pride in making it of one tidy section. Now one finds a dozen different sectiong
between any two stations on some parts of the line, even where ballast is full. Indeeq
T have nowhere szen such slovenliness as one finds for ‘miles together on the East
‘Coast Railway, though some men’s charges are as a rule in very good order. There
ought to be one section throughout the line for the ballast of steel sleepers, iz
hollow in the middle, and another for wooden  sleepers. Now it seems to be l,eft t'(;
the freak of each gangmate what section he will adopt, and some of them chance
their fashion every few rail lengths through sheer slovenliness. g

9. Stations.—A typical roadside station on the Fast Coast Rai :
Anaparti which takes about Rs. 200 per mensem. It has n ailway is that at

. 3 0 sidin S, I t
and no signals. The platform, which is marked by a line of cut 5 tonegs ’, - C; 'fz:ali? lle?‘idl:
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jon i ine staff quarters costabout Rs. 3,000, of which Rs. 800 were
e WhOIet'Stxait}t;)unilgl'lx(;l;izl%isting%f a room 12'% 3', a shed 12X 12" and a 6’ verandah.
b 1 St]ag lt")c ¢ is wanted at many places, though ten or twelve thousand rupees were
Sawer 2ed to be spent, and in many places were spent, on stations which scarcely
JFn Pro‘ﬁfan ays for their expenses. During my last inspection I personally pointed
A nvgnience and danger of the state of the platform at Kovour. If the
A e mci(il not extend it further to the south he should at least cut it down to rail
Manag el;;w esent half the train which stands on a curve bas no platform at all, and
el al - any one dismounting is almost certain to have a struggle to avoid falling
st a}clze wh};els. I pointed this out again personally to the Manager. The scissors-
am():i,glsf ;)u(; in at the middle of the long sidings at Samalkot is a great convenience ;
crossing

st Rs. 5,000, is earning that amount per month. At Cocanada Port it seems quite
co . 9y

‘%1 it needs distance marks. I was told that the Cocamnada Town station, which did not
{
> .8

s ecessary that a new cross-over should be put in at the east end of the platform so as to
n §

: in engine to got out and run round his train without risk of fouling the
Ay thedt 1(';211 Ee?gg 1fl(1)?11 ed%y shunting going on therein. Since last inspection a scissors-
good&_‘, yal‘haes been put in the long goods sidings with great advantage to working the
cl'O'Q(fulngusa Traffic goods office is about to be shifted into certain gate lodges down
g ‘the goods shed which are not required for their original purpose, At Samalkot an
ngzgtion 700 feet X 20 feet, has been made, for a passengers’ waiting shed, and the
21d Wait,ing shed has been converted into a refreshment room, a waiting room and a
passage. The flags on the verandah here will soon want 1-enewal. The DeccanfSugar
and Abkéri Company of Bimlipatam are running up a very important sugar factory
close to Samalkot station. At Pithapuram it has been arranged to enlarge Fk}e
passengers’ waiting shed. T was told that a traffic in stone for building purposes 3n
» Cocanada was arising at Durgada where a siding runs into a quarry for railway puarpose.
The Kottapalle station ought properly to be called Annavaram. The latter is an
important place ; the former a village of hus only. I was told that considerable goods
T business is done at 7wni; the goods shed is not very well situated, and the Traffic
|
|

Department want a loop to help to work it; the Manager might look into this. At
Kottavalasa and at several other stations, the advice given in my last inspection report
has been taken, and the unnecessarily long through sidings have been cut down, and
dead ends in some places and in others short through loops have been pro_vxd?d.
Chodavaramu, mile 266, has been opened since the 1st June as a crossing statlpg )
was told that it has no tratfic. The lath and plaster walls of Dusi station building
want repair. At Palasa a new waiting room is being built and 18 ne.arly finished,
also a third-class waiting shed, and an extra room or two on the station ; a new siding
ig also being put in for lifting wagons. At xlfa?zdasa Road and a few other places, thc;
original mat latrines are still in use; these wmight now be replaced by n((eiw honesi; 0
' which ten are, I believe, ready for erection. At Irhapur ﬂ‘]B dead en als feen
converted into a loop since last inspection. At Berhampore a 200 ft. goods platform
is being made. At Chatrapur a iriangle has been put in, because a train which used
to run to Barang now terminates here owing to want of _trafhe. At.Ramblzaha n}alst-
house is being built inside station limits for the Rajah of Kallikota who a%
deposited the price of it. Balugan is developing into a useful station domgbson;(«i
10 wagons per week. A passenger shed has been lately built there, and the o
assenger shed in the middle of the building has been turned into room‘s. At
,Il)(alupam Gldt a couple of bays have been added to the passenger shed. Arrange-
ments have been made for a goods ghed at Khurda Road. At the new terminal
station at Purt the station building is belqg erected, and great pens have bgen
made for marshalling - the crowds of pilgrims who are expected ; but I thrl‘nk
the pens are rather large ; they ought to hold a train full at a time. The
general plan of the new yard was discussed, and it was decided to considerably
shorten up the sidings at the entrance end of the yard, and to put a traverser across
the terminal end of all the sidings, 8o as to handily get out wagons from the train to
the goods shed ; this will involve throwing+back the engine run-round cross-over a
couple of rail lengths. fl.’he home signal had better go half. way (!OW!% t:he platform.
The wire going to th» distant signal ought to be put on special carriers ; it has a lon;,;‘
e way to go. The extensive sandy yard ought to be covered over with moorum grave
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gtl%i(iu; s;}ah[?p has been, ‘abOIiShed. They are putting in a new third-class crossing

up to rail ief llp adpur. The edge stones of Sakhigopal platform ought to be packed

Puri piler el. At Barang some more temporary shelter seems to be wanted for the
piigrims who come by road and river from the Cuttack side.

&l 1f0 . Sta_f quarters.—At Bezwada the new staff quarters are being built on the
ide of the hill as advised in last report. I was told that Rs. 25,000 has been sanc-
tioned for gangmen’s huts on the first division ; by this time the Engineers must know
pretty well where they ought to be built. Itisa good rule to concentrate these men,
as far as working condition will permit, at the railway stations, in order that in case
of accident they may be called up by wire. I noticed that the untidy custom had
been allowed to grow up of erecting unseemly verandahs and screens of matting
and palmyra leaves around some of the gatekeepers’ and gangmen’s huts. At Duvvada
new staff quarters have been built sinee last inspection. At Tapang new staff quarters
have been built for the permanent-way inspector. At Khurda Road it was proposed
to build a new house for the Assistant Traffic Superintendent and to utilize his present
house, which by the way is said to be infested with red ants, asan institute and school ;
there are 40 men at Khurda Road and 60 children. But the Manager thinks, and I
agree with him, that it will be better to build nothing more here until it is seen howr
the section will be worked when the railway 1s opened to Midnapur.

11. Level erossings.—At Rujahmundry tbey have erected a quadruple gAate on Mr.
Fred. Reilly’s principle at the main road crossing between thn town and ghit stations.
Just outside Waltair station the level-crossing 18 being abolished and the road diverted
beneath an under-bridge, which moreover 18 made fit for a double line, in order that
there may be separate entrances to Waltair station for the Vizagapatam town branch
and for the swamp line. There is a dangerous level-crossing where accidents have
already occurred at mile 236 at the end of a cutting; this crossing must be either
moved further away to the south or brought to an over-bridge furgher nqrth; I was
told that a comparative estimate showed the latter to be eheapfar, ai it c_ertf_nnly Wﬂl.be
the more efficient. In one or two places gates, on Mr. E. H. Stone’s principle showing
signals when locked, had originally been erected across the line, but now have been
changed to cross the cart road ; but the signal dises have been left up showing danger
facing the line, and have yet not been cancelled by a mark or paint. Anything of

this sort which familiarises drivers with the idea of passing danger signals with
impunity ought to be avoided, so the discs should at once be either removed or altered
to suit the altered conditions.

12, Water.—Piping has been provided at Bezwada for properly utilizing the
Kistna bridge abutment source of supply. Bat in erecting it an air chamber ought
to be put on the pump and the most unsightly, useless, and unscientific stand-pipe
got rid of. 'The boiler, too, which supplies steam to the pump, might be stowed away
sox_newhere instead of being fixed out in the open as at present right in front of the
bridge tower. Arrangements have been made for putting down a pmroper artesian well
at Coeapada, now that the existence of artesian water there has been proved. The
locomotive well at Palasa is said to be doingall right this year, As the water at ].3amva
has tl{rued opt to be very good and plentiful, that place is to be made a permanent
watering station. When the railway engineers find a really good supply of water and
decide to install water columns, tanks, &ec., I cannot understand why they do not adopt
Mr. G. Moyle’s system, and so secure a more efficient service for their money ; the
nine or ten inch pipe running to the far water column is a most wasteful arrano-m;lent
The pipes and tanks are being got up for the Chatrapur water-supply from gbe 3 t
cutting referred to in last report. At Khurda Road the deep well in }the laterit e
failure, and a village tank has been acquired about 2,000 feet off Which( "ll s
said, atford a good supply. : e acatis
18. Godavari Ferry.—Owing to the rising of the river it ha:

again to revert to the lower site for the ferr'ﬁ The slips fzrhifo?i?gofogﬁﬁgceswy
the pontoon have now been removed on account of the rising flood. Tho rlass wsi 0:11 t.o‘
in the ladies’ pabin i board the ferry steamers ought to be madi E) ac 1llle ‘0“ "
present there is no privacy. The lower venetian panels ought to be f%oéled : at’
they are not needed for coolness and only let in rain and spra;. The rail ;—unrszgt;
f=}
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round on top of the stanchion round the lower or main deck forward is too low at
the gangway ; it ought to be cut and hinged ; at present each head-load of baggage
runs an_imminent risk of being knocked overboard. I was told that 2,600 waggons
had been passed over the ferry in 2 months, or about 43 per day.

14. Refreshment Rooms.—All along the line these seem to be well kept up.
But I have heard complaints and would suggest tke introduction of refreshment tickets
as on the Madras Railway in order that the contractor may have no excuse for saying
that he got no notice and was therefore unprepared. Native food-stalls seemed 1o be
well furnished.

15. Locomotive Department.—I inspected the Waltair shops. All seemed in good
order. The Locomotive Superintendent is badly in need of piping to carry the blast
from his large new fan; at present when the cupola is working the smithies must
stop. The Locomotive Superintendent asks for a new cupola, chiefly for the purpose
of casting new cylinders to convert the heavy compound engines, which give great
trouble, into ordinary double cylinder high pressure engives. I should say that the
Waltair shops might as well get a sufficient cupola now as later on. They are turning
58 timber trucks into H. 8. waggons, to tare 7* 4° and to carry 16¢4° total 28'&°
or 11t 14¢ on a pair of wheels. The Bezwada-Madras 6-wheel coupled engines are
very well spoken of, as are also the new Kast Coast Railway passenger engines
4-wheels coupled, with bogie. The Locomolive Superintendent complains that his
running room at Palasa, which is an old construetion bungalow, is out of repair. He
also complains of haviug no outside examining pits for engines either at Waltair or at
Khurda Road. At Khurda Road the engine shed roof at the south end needs attention.
The Locomotive Superintendent asks for a piece of shafting here to enable him to run
his few tools ; I think he ought to get it ; I believe there is plenty to be picked up
on the line.

16. The copper tube plates of the heavy compound engines.—What I recommended
in my report on this subject which is incorporated in G.O., No. 290 Ry., dated the
21st February 1898, was that () new tube 'plates should be put in as fast as the old
ones begin to fail ; (5)that tkEe tubes should be given a slight upwards camber in order
that part of the effect of their lengthening and shortening may take effect in bending
themselves instead of in smashing the tube plates ; and (¢) that in order to give greater
elasticity at the corner of the tube plate where the worst bending stresses occur, the
front row of side stays should be omitted at both sides. I was told that 15 new
plates have arrived and that they are being put in as fast as opportunity offers. I am
of opinion that 7" is a better thickness for these plates than 1”. The Locomotive
Superintendent has not adopted the suggestion to bend the tubes. He has arranged
to remove the front vertical row of side stays; but, arguing on some lines of his own
which to me are i'ncomprehenmb.le, he is substituting in place of each alternate stay in
the rows in question a lowmoor iron stay. I really cannot writeabout this any more.
If Mr. Morton is right about this very curious compromise, I must have argued on
utterly wrong lines. If his lowmoor compromises crack, things will from my point
of view be about right. He is setting the belly palm stays further forward in the
boiler to allow of their doing what they were infended to do, but could not do as
built. Mr. A. Chatterton is now testing the copper of one tube plate at the Civil
Engineering College, Madras. I scarcely expect to see that anything is the matter
with the copper. The rivet heads of the firebox Which fouled the main frames are
being lowered.

17. Stores—I did not look over the surplus stores as I did so in great detail last
half-year. I was told that the Madras Railway had made enquiriesgabout much of
the surplus and had I believe taken a lot of things. When inspecting the Bezwada-
Madras Railway a few days later I found that they had been doing without a lot of

useful things which they might have picked up at Waltair if onl
the trouble to go there and look about him. 3 r if only someone had taken

18. Kistna Bridge footways.—One of these overhead footways is in constant use
and the other out of use. The thin plates of the one in use Zre corroding badly:
while those of the other are quite untouched. The reason is that, on one side,
the feet of passengers rub off the scale as fast as it forms, while on the other side the
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Plate is protected by the paint. T advi

! : yitl ) vise that the footway

t;;r:?iyasﬁ :;on?lz}:ls atIa (tli)mne(,)taréﬁ'ﬂllat w}ﬁen necessary thg myzugeo? iesi slete}xl‘ggfgg

barre +d. - think much is to b i yi

fgﬁ?ﬁa&i Sgﬁﬁfiﬂx thr(\m gh departmental agenc;. gallzigr(}()z)lry zluyplggs;(;hzork'lfhes?

e Wher::gaeéxlpe?ses under such conditions and the boat ferry Jilﬁ;l v

sl L contmcs‘t o east three or four thousand rupees per annum will be Wztly';

Sy e 14l ke | fn, or enough to more than keep the main bridee paj t go :
rder. na per foot passenger seems to me a preposterous charg% f(ﬁr :Eeeus:xﬁ

these footways. It is a very heavy sum £
Gi% oot Y Dok for kot ot One-:rgird I(?‘f tc;]re fllllgnlg;or people who use them, and they

19. Kistna Junetion arrangements.—In " AT
3 fo B s, paragraph 20 of last repor :
::;i]:t?fn to the I‘nuddl? mto which all these garrl?angemenltd;t}f;}foi]tr.Iftdgew. e
it of one comprehensive scheme to co-ordinate the requirements lited, just for
railways which meet in the neighbourhood of Beszwada, I de s of the several
way out of it now is to double the Western Kistna Can A advised that the best
tlyl_e two gauges from coming into contact until they ;;ﬁie e
‘I:;anl[: lligldge }]:ropor, where engines come out of the Sitanagaram enc:

s pes that orders would have issued in time for the wopl 1 eogine yard. I
the two months dur}ng which the canals are dry, But the ti ork being done during
past,and now not.hl_ng can be done until Aprilv 1899. On réin ; Wffs al‘lowed to slip
year’s recommendation, I would build a new bridge over thedornmlemtlon of my last
gauge, and would run the metre gauge over the present q(;rg;l{’a .lfor the standard
crowd of stations all within almost a stone’s throw, are a souréed Lf“d pie bridge. The
at present, and ought to be quite unnecessary. Ag I Kiiow ol danger and confusion
than any one else, I would suggest that a eomprehcnsi:;;(’rellabout the locality
including Tadepalli and \Bezwaq.a, be prepared, and that T be ﬁdn of the whole,
oqght to be donp. The first mistake that was made was in ':( asked ’Eo‘ sketch what
with the tranship arrangements, all the rest of the confusionga l:mgf fo adopalli at all
The present arrangement, or want of arrangement, i quite unf as followed from that.
day that have to run the gauntlet of the set of minor statiorl:; o the 30, Frains e

ge, and so to prevent
at the point, elose to the

20. The Parlakimedi Tramway.— Although h
the Rajah of Parlakimedi about his acceptaneet> orltl)(’zgg)\i:‘isl;a:fatslyet bee_n' received from
by Government for the issue of an order that the tramwsgy 1e conditions laid down
already begun earthwork on several miles of the proposed alid) may be ‘made, he has
I suppose, a perfect right to do any earthwork he likes m%f'}ment. The Rajah has,
first 71 miles are on Or near a District Board’s road in St '118 own estate.. But the
too, the earthwork is, I understand, practieally finished. 1‘ rJ“ma and on this section,
Rajah has gqugrcd matters with the Collector.and that the pla,etiulne, therefor.e, that the
wit_h the District Board_ and \:vith the owners and oceupiers of etli has made it a]] right
Rajah has entered. His engineer had even gone so far ag t ',le tad on which the
and to start excavation thereon, but that was put a stop to OI enter on railway land
Parlakimedi tramway must stop at the west side of an i:;landdml of opinion that the
and that a broad gauge siding should be run down to the sz;llt f g)atform at Naupada,
platform yvplch will then become a goods platform. This g d‘inac ry from the existing
in my opinion, to be the golfa property of the Kast Coast h‘81 Ougl.xt, emphaticully,
ought to have no ownership in it. alway ; private parties

91. Salt.—I understand that a draft agreem,
has been settled between the East Coast l%ailwa;n:.xfgrﬂfgeogppr‘gal of Government
the .construetlon of a broad gauge salt siding on the usnal Sidilllentte Salt Company for
station to Naupada salt factory. To make the siding broad ga%m % rms from N aupada
the right thing tq‘do, lzecause by far the greater part of the Naur &S, in my opinjon,
north along the Hast Coast Railway towards Cuttack, and onl a.Pa a outturn wil| go
part will go towards Parlakimedi ; but it ought to belong exclllyqiv:f;“tlc))atrﬁtlt}';ly small
; he

Railway. The tramway ought not to be allowed to cross the East Coast *ﬁi(l}oast
3 way

; g ; ; :
otherwise to arrange with the railway for permanent or semi-permanent accom down, or

at Vizianagram andiat one other station. At the other station they have modation,
. ?

allotted the necessary accommodation in the goods shed, At Vizmnagran} waas to(lid, been
ound a most

’j
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suitable piece of Jand, which they would be wise to buy, bounded by the railway goods

table, the fencing and the road ; it is in every way convenient for them,
eve is the case, it is not railway land and they can buy it, they can
have no excuse for wanting to come inside railway land. If the Oriental Salt Com-

any succeed 10 storing salt at certain railway stations touched by the petty trader’s
oarts from the interior, the railway will not only get the freight of the salt, but will
also get freight on the g_oods which the cartmen bring down with a view to
exchanging for salt for their return journey. Itis therefore in the interest of the
railway to encourage the establishment of salt godowns at the places where it is crossed
by roads from the interior.

* At Barang I was told that it costs from one anna to ome anna three pies per
maund to cart salt into Cuttack. A bag is 2 maunds, and a cart carries 12 to 18
maunds according to season. It is proposed that when the Bengal-Nagpore Railway
have carried their temporary lines across the rivers into Cuttack salt shall be carried

over these lines at about three pies per maund.
I was given the following statistics of salt booked to Barang for Cuttack in the

last three months :—

shed, the turnta
and if, as I beli

(a) From Humma, country salt .u .. 62,000 maunds.
) »  Waltair, artificial Cheshire salt ... RS0 o
) R Naupada, country salt ... P T "
(d) , Cocanada, brown salt ... ot gy %

The aim of the Oriental Salt Company is that (2) shall take the place of a very
large proportion of the Kuropean salt which is now consumed in Bengal and Orissa.
The matter is one of very high importance to the railway.

99. The Manganese trade.—1 am told that the Vizianagram Manganese Company
sold about 68,000 tons of ore last year for £54,000 making a net profit of £12,000 ;
and that they now have got orders for 200 tons per day for the next six m(;nthsi
The whole of tiis goes over the East Coast Railway to Vizag:iputam, paying one-seventh
pie per maund per mile plus a t¥o pie terminal I was told that when the bar at
Vizagapatam port 18 bad, 300 to 400 tons of ore per day can be got on board ship, but
that 700 to 800 tons can be shipped when the bar is in good order. Freigh,ts to
England rule at and_ ?tround £1. Much of the ore is destined for the States. At
Glarividi two extra sidings and a ramp have been put in for the use of the ore. Some-
times 1,000 bullock carts come 1n from Gurbam quarries to Garividi in a morning. A
has been arranged for at Garividi to meet the convenience of the
A little manganese offers at Sigadam, and a short loop-siding is to be

waiting room

mining men.

put in there.
93. The junction of the Raipur line. — Tt has been suggested that instead of joining

the East Coast Railway at Vizianagram or at Chipurupalle, the Raipur line should
pass through or close to Gurbam manganese quarries and join at Garividi, or even at
Nellimarla. The objection is that the Gurbam deposits may sometime be exhausted.
The question is well worth looking into.

94. Carriage lighting.—Everywhere on the line oil is used. It seems to be good
but the lamps only burn four or five hours as a rule. If the public con-
venience is to be served, regular exchange of old lamps for new should be made from
end to end of the trainsat least once during the night if not twice. I was assured that
this is done, but I am not satisfied. It is of course in the interest of the lamp menials
not to do it and to steal the oil. The system brought into force on the South Indian
Railway of colouring the oil ought to tend to stop the theft of it. Bad lighting is a
serious public inconvenience; every passenger pays for light and he ought to get
it. By the way I found a Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway postal van which was
said to be leaking badly at all the roof lamps; it was running with a tarpaulin

over it.
95. Chicacole.—This important town 1s 93 miles from the railway vid the district

road to Palkonda. But it is only & miles from Dusi station, and it could be conneeted
therewith if the District Board could persuade themselves to face the cost of about
4 miles of new road along the bank of the river. The Palkonda traffic for and from
the railway will always come to Chicacole Road station, whose name might be changed

enongh oil,
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to Palkonda Road ; while the name of Dusi station might be changed to Chicacole
Road if the suggested road was made. 1 should think it ought to be worth the money
to the District to get their head-quarters so much nearer the railway.

96. Vizagapatam Port.—The Port authorities have offered the railway Rs. 10,000
to do a little more reclamation and get a pontoon wharf. The railway was building
100 ft. of new pucca wharf, of which 50 ft. consists of steps and 50 ft. is plumb.
This, I understand, is being built at the cost of the port.

I here invite the attention of Government to my scheme, filed with the Chief
Engineer, Public Works Department, Madras, for improving the bar of Vizagapatam
by sluicing through a gated weir at the site of Turner’s bridge. My belief is that it
would have the effect of rendering Mr. Thorowgood’s proposed groin unuecessary.

This belief is based on experience and observation of the locality. I strongly
recommend that the suggestion be duly considered.

MADRAS, Francis J. E. Spring,
14th July 1898.

Senior Government Inspector of Railways.

Orper—No. 981 Ry., dated 2nd August 1898.

Communicated to the Manager, East Coast Railway, for information and necessary
action; also to the Engineer-in-Chief, Godavari Bridge, with special reference to
paragraph 4.

9. The attention of the Revenue Department is invited to paragraphs 7, 21 and
99. A special report should be obtained in regard to paragraph 20.

3. The question of a feeder road referred to in paragraph 25 will be considered
in the Local and Municipal Department.

4. The attention of the Marine Department is invited to paragraph 26.

5. A copy of these Proceedings will be forwarded to the Government of India
for information ; and to the Government of Bengal, Public Works Department, with
reference to paragraph 9 of the report.

[Here enter No. 982 Ry., dated 2nd August 1898.]
(True Extract.)

Francis J. E. Serine,
Joint Secretary.

¢ Manager, East Coast Railway.
To”th Engil;geer-in-()hief, Godavari Bridge.
,  Revenue De artment.
,  Local and unicipal Department.
,»  Marine Department. 3
,  Consulting Engineer for Railways.
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