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Branoh I.m ﬁ'om Narasaraopet to I'undngal

| » no present mﬁentwn on the part of His

ghneas the

the Manmad-Hyc erabad Railway in the direction of Pond

Nizam’s Government to ex
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 — must therefore stand upon m om: me:its and thnt 1t

g the Boud of Revenue that, so far a8 this Government is aware, th“t:nlc:

al ; that the question ofs
have to be eommﬁerod
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

Railway,
Read the following papers :— -

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, I,
Agriculture), Mis. No. 3262, dated Ist July 1 %9 ef‘nd Records and

Read—Endorsement from the Consulting Engi i
gineer for Railw
1896, No. 1857. ays, dated 18th Jupe

Eesolution—Mis, No. 3262, dated 1st July 1896.

Communicated to the Collectors of Kurnool and Kistna,

2. The information asked for in the concludine 1
letter from the Engineer-in-Chief, Hyderabad-Gédév:dp{)’;ﬁll(;; ﬁfai%)aragmp b2 of the
in the Collectqr’s letter of the. 11th October 1893, a copy of which Zay' o a eeimed
to the Consulting Engineer with Board’s Proceedings, Mis, No 283gasdbeen furnished
1896. = The Board forwards herewith an extract from a recent 1:e ort 1 ated 10th June
Collector of _sztna advocating a continuation of the rail port received from the
Mahratta Railway at Narasaraopet. way to join the Southern

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR
Secreta;'y.

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R :
eedings ; evenue Settlement
_ culture), Mis. No. 3406, dated 14th May T
Read—the following letter from the Collec i :
tor of Ki
| Dis, No, 2008 1on > ated 16t Juze 1506,
L * *

Records and Agri-

"] »*
¥ 8. Guntur-Pondugal Rarlway.—The £ / fons
while liable to famine, is as yei:y unserge?lgyc‘ﬁglli:r;b;e tract in this distriet
%uk.edwmh ;he_ adjoining taluks of Vinukonda, N arasaraopet and' Sattenanalls

der severe 5ff In the great famine of 1876-77 ; while it was Sl g 1;hattenapalh, it
and a lpo?llon of Sattenapalli and Narasaraopet that the scarcit y 0;1 18?) Palnad taluk
zevere y felt as to necessitate the opening of special relief-works YI Fo02 wad sa

een unable to 9olleet statistics as to the expenditure incurre.d T 'I s
(!)[t?lz mgts of His Highness the Nizam’s dominions facing the Il’nalnreadllef i i
her side of the Kistna river are equally liable to periodical scarcit taluk on, the
Ymsthe?ie t?lnks of Palnad, Narasaraopet and Sattenapalli are large y;~odIll ordinary
ma}p of cotton. The annexeq statement gives areas under diﬁgrent“gers of
for ﬂvg years. Statement No. 2 gives particulars of cultivation under il
or five years ending fasli 1304, ot

9. The distance from Guntir to Pondugal by road is 54 miles, and a railway

in th whie
ommurication is the Palmi:i

would probably follow the road alignment closely ; so short a branch line passing‘

through a country not specially rich or productive wo

'thot:ll?ihblt would doubtless be of great usepin case of famlgi, pIm&ﬂ}g xﬁyott payt,ha:;n;:.

;oco e :u; ;bsgute necessity. But I am aware that a project is in con::yx;xplation

ok nnee 'the]i yderabad-Manmad line, otherwise called the Hyderabad Extension
way, Wi the narrow gauge system in Madras, thereby linking up the narrow gauge

PSSP NP

- more convenient that the junction w

No. T4\ R., 287a Serrewser 1897. 3
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Northern India with that of this Presidensy. I have heard that it is
tion should be effected by a line from Hyderabad direct to
n it stated in the papers recently that the survey of this line is

My present proposal is that the linking up of the Hyderabad-
Mahratta Railway should be effected not at Nandyal
t by a line direct from Hyderabad to the Palnad

system of
proposed that the junc
Nandyal, and 1 have see
about to be undertaken.
Manmad line with the Southern
but at either Guntir or Narasaraope
taluk and thence as may be decided on.

10. So far as Hyderabad territory is concerned, the line I advocate would, I
believe, traverse a better cultivated and more populous country than the suggested
Hyderabad-Nandyal line. The distance would be much the same; but I believe the

Nandval route will be found to present greater engineering difficulties. In the

Palnad taluk the bridging of the Kistna river presents no difficulty. It is there a

narrow river between rocky banks and once the Kistna is erossed, the country as far as
either Narasaraopet or Guntir is almost a dead level, without any rivers at all,

11. As an exporting route the line through this distriet offers unquestionable
unless rates for freights are so manipulated as to divert the ordinary
course of trade, it is obvious that produce exported by the railway would naturally
go either to Cocanada or Madras, and therefore, if the junction be at Nandyal instead
of Guntir, the distance from Nandyal to Guntir, 169 miles, will be so much “lead

unnecessarily added to the cost of transport.

12. It might be found advisable to still further continue the line I have advo-
cated so as to join the Bezwada-Madras line at any convenient point, say Chirala.
The effect of this would be to shorten the distance between Madras and Hyderabad by

164 miles. Should such a prolongation of the line be deemed expedient, it would be
ith the Southern Mahratta Railway should be at

but whichever route might be selected, the line
would traverse a rich upland country producing very large crops of cholum, cumbu,
cotton, indigo, &e. During the past official year traffic statistics have been recorded
at Piduguralla in the Palnad taluk (vide Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 2014 (Rev-
enue Settlement), dated 19th April 1595. I have not received figures showing traffic
registered, but have called for them. These figures will show a part only of the

export and impert trade of the Palnad taluk.

13. In connection with my present proposal, I would add that the Public Works

Department have projects sither sanctioned or under investigation for fen irrigation
works in the tract of country which would be served by the proposed ruilway by
which it is expected that 14,700 acres will be brought under wet cultivation. Bat
the Superintending Engineer, IT Circle, has brought prominently to the notice of Gov-
ernment the defective state of communications in the taluks in question, and doubts
the expediency of going on with the works till the ryots are provided with better
means of exporting their produce. The Superintending Engineer refers to want of
good roads ; but a railway would be infinitely better than the best possible roads.

advantages ; for,

Narasaraopet instead of at Guntur;

* * * * *
—

from the Collector of Kistna, dated 7th April 1897,
Dis. No. 372/Eng. \—

I have the honour to forward herewith, for submission to Government, a memo-
rial from the inhabitants of Narasaraopet asking for the extension of the Hyderabad

Metre-gauge Railway to that town.

. 2, The genesis of the memorial came about in this way. It was known from
various paragraphs in the public press that the Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway
Company contemplated extending what is known as the Géddyari Valley Railway now
under construction, southwards to join the Southern Mahratta Railway system, and

that one proposal was to unite the two systems at either Nandyal or Kurnool road.
I had myself advocated the superior advantages of placing the }unctmn either -at
Guatir or Narasaraopet in my letter, Dis. No.f2Q02/‘Y er., dated 1st June 1896. About

Read—also the following letter
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Christmas of last year, I heard that the line to Kurnool road had bee

the Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway Company and was not approved I(l)fs'u ;\;edy (:lhl;z
visiting N arasaraopet tOWp, I"mentioned to one or two of the leading iuhz;bitants th
possibility of the line coming in their direction : adding that if they considered that i?;
would benefit them, they had better muke their opinion known. The memoria] which
18 otherwise entirely Spontaneous, is the outcome, perhaps, of what 1 said,

3. A very strong case could be made out in favour of the alignment th i
el » h
'd‘lstmet. It would be a cheap line to make, presenting no seriousgobstaeles g;nghg;s
The Kistna river could be easily bridged at almost any point in the Palnad taluk.

The country traversed in British territory is wealth and 324
: 8 opulous.
traversed show the following densities :——y y e b

Area in Deduct Habitable Gross <
square miles,| forests. area. population, [ Density.
e L e
Palnad aly e . 1,066 324 7
e ofe 42 142,
Narasaraopet . ' 3 A \ [ 12 11 701 126977 i
AT St e e
e =SV TR

The principal products are cotton, castor-seed f ins and indi
1, -seed, food-grains and indigo, T
of thg cotton and castor-seeds are exported an(’i Narasaraopet town gis thehe Zﬁﬁ:
emporium, having to a large extent supplanted Guntir in this respect. .

4. It is hardly necessary to point out how valuable the Jine W S
. . v 3 (5) ld b ‘
famine or distress anywhere along the route it would pass through.u lteW?“ ]t,;llmg: gf

immense benefit to the Palnad taluk, a tract cq
agrioulturally and industrially. 1 SITRR PAEARle of, very grest development both

5. 1 am not personally acquainted with that part of His :
dominions_ through which the line would pass ; bu% I am in}?)rﬁ]egdhzi?t ti}';e gt
great fertility and might be made to produce large quantities of either ¢
or cotton, and that it only wants opening out to ensure its development,

possesses
ereals, castorg

to be found), lead (not now worked ironstone in abund
%uallilﬁﬁs,l Koilkuéltabﬂagstones and Owk slates, :he:m fi
‘nglish slate in fissibility and texture, There are 324 square mil

forests in the Palnad taluk, and it i8 antici Gl
considerable export of timber. skt

7. 1 have confined the above brief remarks to the local aspects of the

line. Through traffic depends on large questions of the course of trg do, Wh?:gpﬁ;s?:

always very difficult to forecast. T o s
ying in

British territory is concerned, and in the j istri
e s 6 interests of the district I strongly advocate

Resolution—Mis, No. 3406, dated 14th May 1897,

The petition of the inhabitants of Naras :
together With the remarks of fl Couectoira.saraopet and Palnad t.

forwarded to Government for consideration,

2. The advantages of N arasaraopet over Nand i ' j
. y yal as the point of ti
%le);zf;ig:}wa) ltll?aj; tflx;on]li t](xie Hgd;rl%bad-Manmad line withp the Soujtggfn“ﬁa(l)lfrattl’z:
] y are: . © Liyderabad-Narasaraopet route will i
tl;ﬁg fla!clhtles, especially as regards the bridging oIf) the Kistna, w%ii?ngtg ;’%al'ltgll'l eulg;v?lf: %
e line would enter the British territory, is narrow with g rocl’(y bed, wﬁzreas :Z

he Tungabhadra) where the
t 18 very broad ; and (6) the

Maravakonda (below the confluence of the ri i

_ 1ver with t
Hyderabad-Nandyal line would entey British terri:(';lry i
Hyderabad-Narqsaraopet line would be a better prote,et

RO i o T ke

|
|
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afforded additional protection by the Dhone-Kurnool Railway when opened, whereas
the Hyderabad-Narasaraopet line would open up a large tract in the Kistna district
which has hitherto been specially liable to be affected by draught ; above all, the line
would, as pointed out in paragraph-13 of the first of the letters read above, promote
the success of certain irrigation projects whereby 14,700 acres are expeeted to be
brought under irrigation. The Collector states his belief that so far as the Hyderabad
territory is concerned, the tract along the Hyderabad-Narasaraopet route is better
cultivated and more populous than that along the Hyderabad-Nandyal route.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine Secretary.

Mis. No. 2649, Revenue,
Transferred to the Public Works Department ( Railway).

Ootacamunn, (Signed)  G. STOKES,
2Znd May 1897, Ag. Secretary to Government.

Oroer—No. 741 R., dated 28th September 1897.

The Board of Revenue will be informed that, so far as this Government is aware,
there is no present intention on the part of His Highness the Nizam’s Government to
extend the Manmad-Hyderabad Metre-gauge Railway in the direction of Pondugal.
The question, therefore, of a branch line from Narasaraopet to Pondugal must stand
upon its own merits, and if any arguments and statistics are put forward on its behalf,
it must be recollected that it will have to be considered as a short branch district line

only. .
(True Extract.)

Under Secretary to Government,
Railway Branch.

the R Department. i1 ;
re B:av:; IZ); Re}vje:lue (Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture).

» i

» Consulting Engineer for Railways,

1

EBxd. T, K. Narayana Alyangne,

s

SNSR e
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: specially rieh or productive would probably not

Fxtract of letter from the Collector of Kistna,

YD
} }

dated 5" June 1896, Dis No. 2002 fh b

¥ : x
8e Guntur - Pondugal Railway.
The only considerable tract in this district,whid
/

~ while liable to famine/is as yet unserved by Railway communi-

—cation/is the Palnad taluk,.Vith the adjoining taluks of Vi-
—nukonda,Narasarowﬁet and Sattenapalliyit sufferred severely
in the great fanine of 1876~77: while it was only in the -
Palnad taluk and a portion of aattenapalli and Narasarowpet
that the scarcity of 1891-92 was SO severely felt as 0 ne-
-cessitate the opening of special relief works.l regret that
T have been unable to collect statistics as to tﬁe expendi-
~ture incﬁrred in relief of distress.The tracts of His High=
—ness the Nizam’s Dominions facing the Palnad taluk on the
other side of the Kistna river are equally liable to period-
~ical scarcity. In ordinary years these taluks of Falnad, =
Narasarowpet and sattenapalli are large producers of dry =

grains and of cotton., The annexed statement gives areas under

- different orops for a series of years . Statement No.2~§ives

particularsaf “_1tivation under various crops for five years
ending fasli 1804.

g  The distance from Guntur to Pondugal by road is B4~—
miles and a Railway would probably follow the road aligmment

closely.30 short - branch line passing through & gountry nct.":ﬂi

paysand =

though 1t would doubtless be of great use in case g fanine,
T could not say ‘that it would be an absolute necessity.But T

am aware that a projact is in oonﬁemglatian.ﬁm’bonneat ﬁha “_ﬁ

ad Mbnmad line ,otharuise called the'EVGBrabﬁd ‘Exten—
1 Madras ﬁh@ﬁﬁ%v'sm

direct to Nandyal,and T have seen i@ stated ‘in the papers

—cenﬁly,that tne survey of this line is aqFt to be
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My present proposml is the linking up of the Hyerabad Mannad line

with the ,othern Mahratta Rallway should be effected not at Nandyal,

,,

but at either Guntur or Narasarowpet by a line direct f;omcgyderabad.

+o the Palnad taluk and thence as may be decided on. \ -
Superintending Engineerls" Circle has brought proninently

105 90 far as Hyderabad territory is concerned the line I advocate
{

t0 the notice of Government P  ERR A XU
woul&‘I believe ,traverse a Petter cultivated and¥more populous coun- i g deibot¥Vt state of commu-

L ~nications in the taluks in question and doubts

the expedi-

try than the suggested Hyderabad-Nandyal line.The distance would be

~ency of going on with the works till the ryots are provi-

much the same,but T believe the Nandyal route will be found to present

; . Al ; ~d vith better means of exporting ir pr sy g
greater Engineering difficulties. In the FPalnad taluk/the bridging ed with betiter means of ‘exporting tuolr producesdile ik
of the Kistna river presents no difficulty: it is there a narrow river -perintending Engineer refersto want of good roads:but a
Railway would be infinitely better than the best possible

petween rocky banks:and ofice the Kistna is crossed,the country as
roads.

far as eitler Narasarowpet or Guntur is almost a dead level ,without

X

any rivers at all.

- o o o o Do . o o S 2o . o

% 51 N As an exporting route,the line through this district offers unr

~quegtionable advantages for unless rates for freight are SO mani-

(True Extract Copys )

% E. et 7

Secretary.

~pulated as’ to divert the ordinary course of trad% it is obvious that
produce exported by the Railway would naturally go either to Cocanada
or Madras,and therefore, if the junction be at Nandpal,instead of \,4r\ g f'f
Guntur/the distance from Nandyal to Guntur,169 miles,will be so much i il
"had" unnecessarily added to the cost of transport.

A Tt might be found advisable to still further continue the line

T have advocated SO a8 to join the Bezwada-Madras line at any con-

e A

A

—velent point say Chirala.The effect of this would be to shorten the

distance between Madras and Hyderabad by 164 miles . Should such a

=
o

prolongation of the line be deemed expedlentllt would be more con-

-venient that the junction with the gouthern Mahratta Railway should

< iy

be at Narasarowpet instead of Guntur:but whichever route might be

selected the line would traverse a rich upland country producing very

S

large crops of Cholum,Cumbu,Cotton, Indigo &c. During the past official

e g . g

year traffic statistics have been recorded at Peduguralla in the

Palnad taluk.( Vide B.P.N0.2014 Mis.(Rev.3ett.)dated 19"-4~95)., - fgj

have not received figures shewing traffic registered,but have called 5£T%

for them,These figures will shew a part only of the export and import g'}

trade of the Palnad taluk, fﬁ 

13. In connection with my present proposalll would add that the ;g‘

Fublic Vorks Department have projects either sanctioned or under in- 51{ sﬁ;ifB.
~vestigation for 10 Irrigation works in the tract of country which &iw oy

would be served by the proposed Railway by which it is expected that
/

14,700 acres-will be brought under wet cultivation .But the Superin-
~tending
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Proceedings of the Bourd of Hebenue |
i s .(Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture),
: Dated 1"  July 1896 . |
| No. 3262 Mis, |
é
PmAnEndorsement from the Conuultiﬁe Engineer for Railways,dated J
18"June 1896,No.185%7,
Resolutiof,
Communicated to the Collectors of Kurnool and Kistna. {
2 e The information asked for in the concluding portion of Q
para 2 of the letter from the Engineer-in~Chief Hyderabad Go- '
~davari Valley Railway ,was contained in the Collector’s - \'

letter of the 11" October lﬂﬁsla copy of which has beem fur=

———— e

—nished to the Consulting Engineer with Board’s Proceedings
No.2838 Mia,dated 10" June 1896: the Board forwards herewith
an extract from a recent repa=rt received from the Collector
of Kistna advocating a continuation of the Railway to join

the Southern Mahratta Railway at Narasarowpett.

N

(True Extract)

Sectetary. : wul‘g%wauﬁ‘
A
Wi "

lllo /

N
N
N
§
3
\

g e
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The Collectors of Kurnool and Kistna.

e A
R Bk Sy

-~ Consulting Engineer for Railways,with extract,

ot 7 e i
Copy to the nucretay to Government,Revenue Department., %




1898,

Roard of Hebenue

Settlement, Land Records
and Agriculture),

MADRAS.

(Revenue

To

The Consulting Engincer 1ToX

Railwayse.

No. of Enclosures.

RS

Proceedings, dated v July 1896 |
No. 3262 Mis.

Subject.

Protective Rail. aysS.

Comnunicating with remarks to the

collectorsof Kurnool & Kistna

letter from the Consulting Engi-

—

~neer for Railways forwarding
copy of letter to him from the

Engineer—in;Chief ,Hyderabad Goda-

~vari Valley Railway regarding the

rumour of a survey of certain -

Railway line..
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FAMINE RAILWAYS IN MADRAS.

TaE GoveRNMENT OF INDIA’s REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, (FAMINE), DEPARTMENT
Lerrer, No. 18-31—1, patep tae 18tH Sepremser 1895, axp THE Boarp
of ReveNve’s (Revenue SerrieMent, LAND RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE) \
Resorurion No. 897, patep THE 25tH May 1897.

Note by the Consulling Engincer for Railways, Madras.

In noting on this very wide subject, in compliance with the instructions con-
veyed in Honourable Members’ notes, dated 13th and 14th July, which have only
now reached me, 11th August, I do so under the considerable disadvantage of having
a comparatively very limited personal knowledge of the Presidency. However,
during a recent extended tour of inspection, I picked up, in conversation and otherwise,
a wider acquaintance than I had previously possessed of the general lie of the land,
and can offer my opinion with somewhat less of diffidence than I should have done
two months ago. The Board’s note and the appendices accompanying it contain
a large mass of information ordinarily inaccessible to a railway man, but useful for
the purpose of enabling him to form some sort of a judgment as to the relative values
of the various schemes of railway extension from a famine point of view. The strictly
commereial point of view is usually the one from which, almost necessarily, owing to
the absence of special statistics, he examines the railway schemes that come before him.

. 2. The first thing I notice is that several of the twenty schemes may at once be
removed from the Board of Revenue’s list, for the sufficient reason that we seem
likely to get them without aid from the “ Famine Insurance Fund,” owing to the
keenness with which one Railway Company or another is desirous of constructing
them. Thusthe Southern Mahratta Railway Company need no special temptation to take
up the Kurnool branch and the Masulipatam branch ; the Madura-Pamban and the
Tinnevelly-Quilon seem within measurable distance of being taken up by the South
Indian Railway Company ; while the Madras Railway Company are only too eager to
get the making of the Podanur-Dindigul line for which the South Indian Railway are
also competing. Then the Raja of Pudukotta has expressed a desire to assist in the
financing of the Trichinopoli-Tondi line, while the Local Board of Tanjore are anxicus
to be allowed to extend their Mayavaram-Mutupet line to Avardiakoil, and it would
doubtless in time be extended to meet the Tondi line at Devikottai or the neighbour-
hood. Besides the Tinnevelly-Quilon line, the Board of Revenue’s map shows an
extension southwards from Tinnevelly to Aramboli and thence to Trivandrum. This
is only an alternative to the Tinnevelly-Quilon in this Department’s scheme of railway
extension, and it seems good enough in itself for the South Indian Railway to be
willing to take it up as far as Aramboli on the frontier. I think that the Vizi TAM~
Rapiur line may very well be struck out of the list; it is rather too big a scheme
to be brought within a famine insurance programme; and morover there seems a fairly
good prospect of its southern section, from Vizianagram to Parvatipur, being floated
without assistance from the famine grant. For the reasons given I would strike out
from a scheme of famine railways the nine projects numbered in the Board’s list as :
follows™ III, IX, X, XI, XII, XIV, XV, XVI, XVII. I may explain that my
reason for cutting out the lower half of No. XI, viz., from Kelapati to Devikotti, is
that it would so seriously short circuit the South Indian Railway that it could not well
be pressed for with any chance of success. :

3. But the nine schemes above referred to are not the only ones that I would
cut out. On the principle enunciated in the Government of India’s letter that a -
railway may be considered to sufficiently protect a strip of country 25 miles broad on
each side of it, that is the distance which a pair of bullocks can traverse in a couple
of days, I would cut out No. XVIII, Chinna Salem-Tirukkoyilur, and No. XIX, 4
Paniruti-Kachirayapalayam. For the same reason 1 would cut out the Narsaraopet- ’
Chirala section of No. XIII, because it merely connects two railways which are already
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' Narsaraopet-Pondugal branch of the Southern Mahratta Raj
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2

only from 0 to 40 miles apart.for a len y

- : gth of 100 Y
really only alternatives proposed in lieu of parts ofn;:all?esme 1§I?) %YIIII Taﬁld XIX are
with only the following schemes, viz., Nos. I, II, IV, V, VI VIL V at leaves us
small part of No. X[II—a very reduced programme. sk ; VLI, XX, and a

4. T shall now go steadily through the remaini

. . ¢ n - .

Ehfa& 1:1ti<z_ erroxi? it :nIus;ci b; asoribed to my comparati fel?rzgf:ﬁdacm;lyatﬁ, and.gl
h e lf . ies. 111:8 nd on the extreme north-east of the Presid% ?,m i ik

1;) ma le wo new lines across the gap separating the Hubli-Guntakal ney a proposal
Bangalore sections of the Southern Mahratta Railway, One of th and the Hubli-
J:etis, :?}?tﬁflrom.}?il[lary to Holalkeri, No. II, passes for COnsiger;b(ise proposed pro-
;3: eﬁo T';Eg ysore territory. The Madras section of it conn ytm(;;e thas-bauk
: gl;tr%% 3 e grg“m‘?n’c adval_lce(} in favour of this line by th 1(;0 “ e A
is gl s yadrug draws its supplies in famine time from Bellar e Boald of Revenue
limite recollection of the conditions is that when Rayadrug is y- But my somewhat
in_its misfortune, and that in famine time Bellary look o stricken Bellary shares
take it that, in view of our declared polic Ty 100ks elsewhere for its food. I

¥ " BRI AR . f tryine t - :
famines by putting it in touch with the Kistiaol ying to equip Bellary against fut
Sl delta, it s e
Rayadrug from the Railway junction and locomotis:e1 c‘gr?;'led ol;?e (Y}ngt:fl){a‘:orksgc 01.\;“31‘(118
. Similarly

it is open to question whether, instead of line N L
2 5 gl 0 ap o Ut ot souny by v ooy
Kiston. 1 éertainly fhi;lk a:s iar line, however, has the advantage of 53;1 cro o
Southern Mahratta Railw;ay :ﬁ%ﬁ;ﬂ;&llese :iv.m lines, that W.eoought to co;s;l.llligt :}l:g
R A . et el B s B
B W axiolm (}conomy (_)f subs_e.quent working an(:l ﬁxanar::rg] ; 1? e S
toydo s0, a branch railw ayoo‘d‘;:];)?gom‘:;;aiall;ag}lwsé f}avorking that, Where:;;r ietnis. poISSTﬁZ,
s of ontone ot - ks, o r
StZte about the Rayadru .H_nlglﬁf 4 of My sore that nothing has ever fiee { R'Oslflent e
gty L el g-tolalker1 section. But Colonel Bowen tell oty o e
pose as connecting the important ceutre, Chitalsd;‘l:legth?:'tiwﬁlul'd
3ig Wil elr

railway system, and as opening up a i ‘g 7
to the State in famine time, § up a considerablo district which is a source of anxiety

5. Now turning to the north-western half of N

o e 0. X1I i
this is the proposel Nursaruopel-Pondugal lino which TSt (aTe Mt Ak
S “'fedgherrin bl t;:r etter ’Eo India about the Kurnool line lest nt? 'El;rs Poinsiag
convérsation = fthe sui' ‘; sfcent_ Since I noted on the latter pro'eclt ; guld e
with Mr. G. P. Roese ch ¥ future‘ metre gauge extension southwarc% fro Ha‘:e had a
Railway. pE- e n.l.u:., tlﬁe Chief Engineer of the Hyderabad-G 0’; yderabad,
extensio;ls sou.thwards 18 tI;lile that the result of his and others’ enquiries dian Valley
& Ko g 15 that the connection to be hereafter made ac b on i
ge R Kgl1 i rners are Guntakal, Wadi, Warangal and Bezw dcros:q the greac
' , and not vid Pondugal, ' We may therefore take it that ‘:ﬁg Pmbablﬁ

propose

merely as a short branch and on its own meri lway must be considered
:llllr aboxﬁt short branches of this sort which areelliltﬁ;a h{m&i};ag) g::f mope,{q say; later
ougtt routes. L‘lke Nos. I and II this also is a line about me sections of main
Mahratta Railway Company ought to be consulted, ut which the Southern

6. I see that itis proposed to er
the Kurnool country ny" tI;vo mtheros:xiglem?:: dl?xlz):: 3°un§ry and the southern part of
No, IV, running north from Vontimitta station of tlﬂi%r;()rlgl i}l:d south ; ‘one
Gidalur on the Bellary-Kistna section of the Southern Mahratta g{a'l.weSt e
other, No. V, from Nandyal on the Bellary-Kistna section of the Soutlhway: and the
Railway through Yerraguntla on the Madras North-West line to K:f:lllc' iy
Pakala-Dharmavaram section of the South Indian Railway. At;out'bothltg 1 m11' S
one thing is quite cgrta:m, that_ they will barely paw-working expenses in e:ed_meSa
years. Not that this is a valid argument against-the construction of wlll'a.il:nary
intended as protective lines, but only that there must be no false hopes. The Pakaai;,e
Dharmavaram section of the South” Indian Railway, a famine protective section, i"

only earning about Rs. 30 per mile per week, and is probably not paying working

3

expenses, and it may perhaps be found immediately necessary to run one train each
way daily over it, instead of two. 1t looks to me as if the upper half of No. V might
be cut out, thatis from Nandyal to Yerraguntla, because it runs parallel to the
Kurnool-Cuddapah canal, which, if furnished with barges, ought, I presume, to be
an. efficient famine protective work. The Board of Revenue refer, I see, only to its
irrigational functions. 1 may add that I have just received from the Public Works
Department, their papers about the Yeraguntla-Kalikiri line,

7. Passing southward T notice that lines Nos. VI and XX, viz., the Bangalore-
Hosur-Morappur line and the Tindivanam-Tiruvannamalai-8amalpatti line, would
apparently serve their intended purpose equally well, while they could be far more
economically worked, if they erossed the Madras South-West line at a common junc-
tion at or near Kallavi. Next it looks as if the whole line might be altered and
shortened and considerably cheapened if, leaving Bangalore, it crossed the Madras Rail-
way at Kallavi and joined the South Indian Railway at Tiruvanndmalai, which is, T
believe, an important place of pilgrimage ; because the Tiravanndmalai-Tindivanam
country, being under 50 miles wide between two railways, may be considered to be
efficiently protected. Colonel Bowen tells me that although the Mysore State have
never proposed the construction of the Bangalore-Hosur section, they would not be
likely to raise any objection to making it.

8. T passnow to project No. V1I, having already noticed that projects Nos. XVIII
and XIX are really only alternatives for part of No. VII. This is the scheme for
supplying the famine district of eastern Salem with grain from a_sea-port. Most of
that grain would, probably, come from the Tanjore delta; it looks therefore as if a
line running north from Trichinopoly to Chinna Salem, to be eventually extended to
Tirukkdyilir, would serve the purpose while, at the same time, cutting off a great
bend of the South Indian Railway. From T'richinopoly to Tirukkoyilir would be 90
miles, and 20 more along the Villupuram-Dharmavaram line brings a train to Villu-
puram-—totul Trichinopoly to Villupuram 110, whereas round by the present main
line from Trichinopoly to Villupuram is 150 wiles. 'Thus there would be a saving of
40 miles on the main line, while the upper part of Trichinopoly district and the
western part of South Arcot would be intersected by 90 miles of a new line in direct
connection with the Tanjore delta and skirting a large tract of country liable to
famine. The Madras Railway Company could not object to a direct Trichinopoly-
Tirukkoyiltdr line as being an interloper, as the entire region traversed is unquestionably
South Indian Railway territory. I cannot help thinking that the north and south
short cut, which I now propose, would, for famine protection purposes, be equally
officient with the Salem-Porto Novo line, with the great additional advantage of
shortening the through route from Madras to South India by 40 miles. It would
serve Seringham, Tripatur, Potatar, Perambalur, Voleondah, Chinna Salem, Kalla-
kurichi and Tirukkoyildir. T only take the names from the map, Honourable Members
will know whether they have any importance. In Mr. _Geoghegan’s report .of h!s
survey of the Porto Novo-Salem route, dated 90th April 1897, referred to 10 this
Government’s Nos. 49 and 127 R., Public Works, dated, respectively, 18th January

find ‘a reconnaissance of the northern 35 miles from

and 17th February 1888. I : .
Tirukkoyildr. Mr. Geoghegan’s estimate for these 35 miles was
2 e f the 55 miles from Chinna

Chinna Sal N We h ficures or survey o
00 dedehs: ¢ have no fig
]S}:feis’sttz)’OTrichinopoly. The Cauve:y and Coleroon would h;yl;a_ t;:o be c:iloese(:1 x;t

Pk i 1d not amount to anything very prohibl ve on the whole
Trichinopoly, but bt e favourable account of the bridging of the Ponniar

.o, Mr. Greoghegan gives & VCry
}111? :he no;themgeng and estimates the 1,500 feet at 41 lakhs.

9. The result of all this is that I think we chould be nnwise to plunge into the

Salem-Porto Novo line without at least est.imating the Trichinopoly-Tiravdlir route
also. The advantage of shortening the mam

through route is well worth securing if
possible, and so far as I can judge the proposed. route wou

1d be quite as efficient as
ther for famine rotective purposes. .
He.e 9 ‘t‘@ line which has in itself sufficiently great

ik, however, tlgit 1s.a ) : : :
Ml i(t)',v{ikely that the Soutk: Indian Railway might be disposed to take 1t

co of their extensions, and that there need be no question of

advantages to make
i‘amine Insurance Fund, which will doubtless be very

up in the ordinary cout
obtaining a grant for 1t from the
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1 dare not say ¢ pailway,” because at once somebody
jumps up and says «(Oh, you must not make a break of _gauge 3 f{nd moreov?r he
thinks that he is entit i dard of comfort 1 his carriage. I dare not
say “ tramway, because is that pf a town tralnway to pwk.up
passengers. But take 8 road and P “of on it, and ek it with tidy
economical little engines and waggons and open 791?10198 with seats,
than the bandies and shigrams t
and you get a perfectly officient machine o comb
tinies may reasonably be expected to pay its way:
17. T am familiar with a considerable mileage 0

certain Act of the Legislature.

gon the Bombay side
and they are thoroughly efficient in every Wayil yvl(;re ;eryf chea% todbmld, 3re cheaply
worked ; e line to Whit they form Iee ers, and serve an
ey sada iliar also with the Tezpur tramway in Assam,

and 18 a most efficient

enormouns deal of traffic. 1 am fam b only 22 miles long
thou on 1
taff thoug y '« of the cost of a lot of
be built in that

thich is worked by its own £ h oS give particulara 0
an ing lit WY gsam Note
paying little railway 1d, on the average;
t be better built,
s of Assam there i nothing but

f such railway

such lines, and of the cost at whi on t
ras they will 1n oneé respec

Prévince. In the famine districts of Madra
because cheap ballast 18 available, whereas 111 most part

clay.

18. I would like to se€ this Government accept it as & definite line of policy that
fo = . ces it is better to get the largest mileage possible of a suffi-
r famine protection ot }fan a very much smaller mileage of far 100 good a thing.

and pointed out that 2
0?:"1'98 without b
at we require more

er had better be care-
to offer 3 i ;

ity ki r(‘)lzl;zl)svuitl)log ttt)';:llgi’prl‘gtwlzfzg toﬂicially recognised it.won]d be possible to enter into nego-
ing jg miled by the 8 Gaticng withI;he three gred Railway (Companies, about the terms 0D which they
recognized shn{iud ) would be repared in-future to build and 1o work such lines, out of funds to be
hl?a or thirty miles 9 Srovided bP (;Povernment. Company like the South Indjan or Southern Mahratia
w o&‘"“ﬂmd miles . S erontl g terred from negotiating gbout a metre gauge line, through a non-paying
d be Pel'fecﬂy ] COEII]‘G L to the knowledge that their whole business will be watered down by
[' the nt(ry-, (;W]iﬁg Jength. © overnment, o1 the other hand, watches for every opportunity
n-paying | on to, such Companies, on the terms of their being con-

t . Ray Jengths
o foist non-paying 8 whole concern.

i \ 3
{ , 18 106 peus go. 1T EOE sidered as inte arts of the i ; ;
:,. ' . .innw %"‘mn 19 aswlr agre af resent greatly hampered 11 dealing with the Madras Railway
t W‘HJ realizeq if ' Com ,; (;d shall I‘;)e for the next ten years, owing to their being one of the few
m':enty years o o it o v~0,00""°°4lnip d, it : remalj):iy’ ald aranteed 1ines over which’ our control is rather shadowy. The
Y 80 far towgayq e savin way or g ‘ﬂi’ ?:-7 Interegt = Par; mﬂeff ;8 : result o8 ﬂ(; t %:; have heretofore impeded that Company when they desired to
80 far towgpy _® Makin g of mopey ;. Botalled ro; e 2, 8 W%hnt s to e a thousand rupees hereafter for every five
rec g u ey in deali. . road Te effioi i r Cent, A extend, knowing that we chall have to &1 :
15. ¥% Oupment of t;ny deficit ip ealing with‘s“aud, it may SRt ma, on jg hithdsadoe g allow them o spend. We have therefore enabled the South Indian
work of g Wheejone sees the Vi 1€ capital oy ﬂ;he Working s M ig appen Achine o, Railwa g o - 4o cross their trupk line o the metre gauge ab several places, and
Pel‘l}apg of work; AITow, and 4 luPuram_D Yy on, g cargf:{i and jpq the tract ge in s xza 011;}17)?11);110“ } from their point of view, argue that this 18 unfair, and that
;ﬁ;;leﬁtl m’;é’ eXpenseg I:)Rt at g gt eadl;arm"a"am Clly designeq 1':;1);; be foﬁr':g theg’ougﬁ(tni‘ao b’; allowge 4 to develop {heir own. territory There 18 é‘eallyh 1no teas;)]n
ioh .Money miohs ne gan annuyg] a . E : 4 uld not work metre gange ranches, as the
attach fnf,te";‘h, asgumingt have b;;g“lh?lp thimdnl"” not on1y:§".’ S dray doing ¢, gas:h:nmj‘smm (ifsttl:tng;i:j'i};}; ﬂ;:}c,l?tlfe Bombay-Baroda and Central India Railway
eglg a questionh,:; I wrote g,rofheoume th:lg out in e?]u}ilow- much ﬁ:nterest but %:g ; do eBut :: %;e resu?t of our }ifneffecfual control OVer this Company, and of our very
equipped 2’ g~ }; er of e A ﬂley h PPing exigt: an n A ﬁ‘ 3 } Indian ilway Company, it has come about that we
line of tha 6" line _8energ] m Gy, ad be XI8ting disfpr mor , _effectual control over the Sont li
ime of th cos dev ernm, en cg 8 distyj e . : ork all the metre gauge lines except those
18 hkely t: bllﬂual t’ype n;l%o?ﬂy fro;::lgpm?nt tbanel(])t upon thjg s:;%f!luy Selectiatdroads 5| :z:i;g_a %e t&; SSO utthn aﬁaﬁﬁgayawf{aﬂway Jine which 18 equally effectively
o called op In mg third to a famj Ject, th w1 | [ ' BV ontnern - nt. The Madras Railwa Company are
16. We on to do in St caseg am One*balf t.hme pOhey Ough the , under the control of the Bombay Goveﬂ]{ne . . t t yn it
standard op mO:tMOt have a]] a famine, i, Ply suffice ¢ e cost of 4 A propeﬂre very sore about this, and perhaps from their point of View 0o unnaturatly.
re the mj] a Sparsely do a]] the Metpe gauy’ 90. It seems to be taken for granted that when 2 famine line 18 run from an
e of pa; Peopled gig trictwork Whiohgl-: existing railway into @ piece of unprotected country 1t must, ;f possible, rmﬁn out again
. at th A tjon with the original or some other railway.
T By B conn;cvenient indeed, and when the convenience ‘can
‘ ot it asnot. But it sometimes

quire how 8¢, and
Teeo Way We sh

a8 to equj . '8 0
OQUID 8 lange cp’ U7 CUting ang oors 1S Wo ought, 1 grac 1ke |
t 1 to have on the » This is doubtless sometimes very cO |
- be secured without undue expenditure 2 g S railway non-paying
) ’

dering a large mileage of a
d by the short cir-

than 1t
b T o e NS il e
accept it ag eqmppe d ) mine IVmg’ e argue,
g to
make the g, 2aom t by metaljeq U1 a8 A 8pread thy o 2Pt 0
this ides L8 o1 ong at once g led roagg, "L POS1BIO in @ moe gfp out thiy I resultain & shortcircuiting,” 80 % 1Ly
term « 0ut of pegp] }'Other of th make usg of: y‘”"i of this Ifre efficient 1n, 8o ! a good thing in itself, but 3 thing that is usually strongly opposec
railway » whighe‘il minds }, usual gauge; f “« ralE[ © Usug] poh;n Ahner j ouited, railway administratign. Again it often results in enabling Bt ool
connoteg ce{talilsmg the t:;ﬁ} L used to gy 0, WO 0uy1:s iy fapthe logitimate tarritory obgarnl,— 0% ] i
0 standapg P Pasle Y in Assap ght to 91 Undas' & aveter SECEEC" gauge cheap famine railways of the railed
S’ﬂ a Wzg;(,{s’ fustond tgfdnve ;03?: ‘type there wg:m be It tation to penetrate right out at the other side of
: ¢ a distriet once we by Such lines would merely be looked on as feeder read
3 s the we bad entergd® u Y D
: 88ests ‘ £
s
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to the main parent lines, and it would usuady suffice that they should reach known
centres of distribution and not aftempt to get through., Thus Namakkal, for example,
or Rayadrug, or Pondugal could he served from Salem, Bellary, or Narsaraopet with-
out its being thought necessary to penetrate out o Karur or into the Mysore or
Nizam’s territory, and the same of many gther projects ; Badvel, for example, might
be opened out either from the north or from the south, and similarly South-eastern
Cuddapah.

22. I may now conveniently summarise my opinions on the subject of famine
protection lines—

(@) Rai Iways which the eXisting Railway Companies or branch line Projectors
seem likely to take up, on the usual terms, need not be brought within the scope of
a famine protective railway programme.

(6) There are certain railway schemss on the Board of Revenue's list which
would apparently require more carefyl scrutiny and enquiry as to whether the
whole course of their alignment is or ig not the best that could bHe selected.

(¢) There are cerfain lines which ought, almost necessarily, to bs made on,the
8ame gauge as existing lines ; chiefly for the reason that they will form integral
parts of shortened through triink lines
: (d) As regards feeder!branches leadiug from railway ‘stations on existing lines
1ato very poor districts, which will usually not pay wofking expenses if mide on
on: or other of the larger gauges, it is worth while considering whether we had not
better mft'ke them on a 9" §” gauge, which experience tolls us can do as much work
as any railway serving a sp wsely populated district is likely, in the worst famine, to be
called upon to do » especially when we recognise that we get for the same money a very
much largor mileage, and cap therefore, out of a limited famine grant, protest a very
much lacger area,

: (¢) It is, as a rule, to this latter class of railways that expenditure of famine
nsurance grants should be confined, ,

- 23. It I obtain o recognition by Iis Excellency the Governor in Couneil of the
principles aboye enuneiated, as being the rigit principles for guidance in the laying
down of g famine railway programme, it would be an important part of the duaty
f)f the Cunsulting Engineer for Railways, next cold weather, to make special tours of
1nspaction for the purpse of diseusaiug matters with the Collestors of the districts
liable to scarcity. This he would do after consultation with the’Revepue Department
and with the Board of Revenue. Mo would also, as a matter of course, take the
Railway Companies’ Agents into consultation and try to rough out terms with them
for constructing and working such feeders. The result of all this would bhe a speeial
report to Government, with plans and ful] particulars of a scheme of strietly famine,
as apart from commereial, railways, to be gradually worked up to, say, in ths next
ten years, with rough estimates anq ay annual program na of expenditure. With this
before us, wa would ba in a position t, address the Goveramoant of In lia and to put
forwa.rd' a well-considered and consistent scheme.  Without so nething of this sort
our policy seems to me to be wanting in breadth, and to be likely to lead us into the

adoption of what may not Prove, when the noxt famine js before us, to have been
best in the interests of the Presidency.

24, Until [ learn whether the gonor,] principles above enunciated commend them-
selves to His Excellency in Council, I cannot wigh any advantage go into the
question of the cost, mileage and relative advantages and disadvanta zes of the several
railways referred to in the Board of Revenue's Liss. K¢

Mabras, F. J. E. SPRING
14th August 1897. Offg. Consulting Engineer for l’{ailwa_vs.
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