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.oﬁ a corpse at the Urampadu Railway Station.
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&.0., No. 1002, 30th November 1897.
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No. 1002, Revenve, 30re Novemser 1897. 3

Rt it S SASHIA TSR E it TR L ke

Board I called for a full and detailed report on the Board’s order from the
sildar of Pullampet in my Ref. on Cur, No, 62-Magl., dated 1st April 1897, and
absildar replied in his Ref. on Cur, No. 6374 of 1896, dated 17th April 1897,
L which the Board will observe that cholera had established a regular « reign
error” in Pullampet taluk at the period alluded to. There were two hospital
bants on cholera duty in the taluk at the time, and the Railway Company has
“1ts own hospital assistant. As regards the disposal of the dead body of the
way porter Chengalrayadu, who died on the Railway Company’s premises, I con-
er that it was the duty of the Railway Company to have seen to its disposal,
however unpleasant and troublesome the duty might have been. - I agree with the
lampet Tahsildar’s remarks contained in his argi of 17th April, and do not see
1y necessity to deal severely with the reddi in this matter. He was no doubt terribly
ightened like every one else, and the duty of disposing of the corpse of their servant
y on the Railway Company. The village magistrate has active enemies who have
been trying to bring him to grief, and in this present matter I think the railway
statiomnaster should be dealt with before the propriety of punishing him is considered.
. 6. I must apologise for the delay in sending this report, and can only plead in
. excuse heavy work and worry in connection with famine operations. T have five or
- #ix other old references pending and shall try and dispose of them without further
“delay.

————

 Resolution—Mis. No. 3338, dated Tth September 1897,

. The report read above will be submitted to Government with reference to its
orders, Mis. No. 566, dated 2yth January 1897, and No. 963-R., dated 18th March
1897.

2. One Chengalrayadu, a porter in the service of the Madras Railway‘\Company,
died of cholera in the premises of the Uramp4du railway station on the 13th J anuary last.
The remains were not buried until the evening of the 16th idem, in spite of repeated
applications made to the village officers for assistance. During the interval the body
was lying outside the Company’s premises quite uncared for, being mutilated by birds
and beasts. The stationmaster having reported the matter to the District Medical
officer, the Assistant Surgeon arrived on the 16th, and had the bod): bl_n'iec! with the
help of the reddi of the village. The Collector mceive@ the ﬁrst Intimation o’f the
matter on the 15th January, and at once wired instructions direct to the Tahsﬂ@ar,
but that officer being then 1n camp, was able to reach Urampddu only on the morning
of the 17th by which time matters had been set right.

3. The first question for consideration in this case is, whp was responsible for the
inordinate delay in the disposal of the dead body. A question of somewhat greater
importance is raised by the Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, viz., what action
should be taken in future under similar circumstances, and by whom. As regards the
first question, the Board agrees with the opinion of the District Medical and Sanitary
officer which is concurred in by the Traffic Manager (vide conclusion of Agent’s letter,
dated 10th March 1597, to the address of t!}e Consulting Engineer f.or Ratlways).
The burial of the body was a public duty which' devolved upon the village officers,
but when it was found that the Goverament and Baﬂwa.y servants in t!le village
were all thoroughly demoralized by fear and had dgsappeared.from the village, the
stationmaster should have wired to the nearest railway statlon. for scavengers to
dispose of the body. It may, however, be noted that the Assistant Surgeon was
eventually able to obtain the reddi’s assistance for the burial of the corpse. :

. As regards the conduct of the village magistrate, if it is a faet, as stated by the
stal@nmaster (vide opening paragraph of the Agent’s letter already quoted), that the
village reddi intimated to the stationmaster first by word of mouth on the 13th, and
then by letter on the 14th January, that he would take steps to havg’ the body buried,
the Board considers that suitable notice should be taken of the reddi s failure to make
good his promise. In any case the village istrate neglected his duty, and the
Collector is not justified in deferring orders on the said neglect, pending the issue of ._
orders by the railway authorities on the case of the stationmaster. '

5. It remains to consider what definite instructions should be issued by the
,railway authorities to their subordinates for their guidance in future, It goes without
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e Collector to pressure of famine work. The report was only
the issue of many reminders and of two telegrams. Mr. Tate reports
several other papers of a similar nature pending with him. The Board
that he will be able to dispose of them at an early date. The delay in dealing
the present case renders it impossible to recommend the adoption of severe
re mﬂ.mm illage magistrate or the stationmaster. {
ik ~ (True Extract.) FERSEEL
: i3 (Signed)  R. C. C. CARR, » - - 2
t3iiidiotaiThide210% EERENECOE 11 Secre z \ s 8%
"" 543 ¢ ,&hm%wm letter and enclosures. : . Bede o S
- » Collector of Cuddapah.. N : / @%%7 G PipGen 20l lynnii
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3 - The Government econcurs in the
4! Hitwnbiserins ol | Board’s remarks in paragraphs 3 and 4 of

i eeats ¥ its Proceedings last read above.
i1 9. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Proceedings it is observed that although
SO Mr. Tate had full materials before him on the 18th April, he did not submit his report
eSS till the 25th August following. He has been frequently to blame for similar delays
(43 - and his explanation that he had heavy work and worry in connection with famine is
5 A not satisfactory. 3
b 8. As regards the instructions to be issued for guidance in future under similar
LRI circumstances, His Excellency the Governor in Couneil is of opinion that generally, &
gt when a death occurs at a railway station and the body is unclaimed, the station- .
master who has the chief supervision of the premises and the village munsif whose i
duty it is to attend to the sanitation of the village are both concerned. The first
thing is to remove the corpse from the premises of the railway and the stationmaster
b must see that this is done and done decently. The next thing is to have the corpse
e buried. This is not the duty, legal or otherwise, of the stationmaster, though, as in
b the present case, circumstances may make it advisable that he should take action to
& that end himself. It is, however, incumbent upon him to inform the village magis-
?: ' trate that there is a corpse and also where it is, as also any other circumstances touch-
SHi} - ing the death which it may be necessary to notice. The further responsibility as to the
g burial then rests with the village magistrate. When the death occurs from cholera
§ ' in the middle of a cholera scare, the duties indicated above become more onerous and
of more importance than in ordinary circumstances but are in no way altered in
(True Extract.) .
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% To the Board of Revenue (Land Bg:nua)g
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