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\Bombay‘Madras Route for the Carriage of the Burma Mails

Government of India letter forwarding copy of letter from the Director-General

of Post Offices reporting finally on the proposal to adopt the — instead of that vid
Calcutta, recorded. , S
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From the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government,
dated 24th April 1896,

- 8,
PANCNCUER A TR X ERE | WO

3

7 4
s s o R ,é{

\

In replying to the Resolution of the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Depart-
ment, No. 1247, 8.P., dated the 25th March 1893, regarding the new mail contraets to be entered
into the following year with tire British India Steam Navigation Company, the Rangoon
CUhamber of Commerce, while expressing approval of & regular direct weekly service between
. JRangoon and Madras, and vice persd, suggetsteci }for the consi%eration oflths Govlernmerllt of Ifn(ilia,,
E he advisabiiity of em loving this route for the carriage of tne overlan mails in place of that

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,. 3 :m Caleutta. yThe Chfmbyer g\ras of opinion that & considerable saving in time w0u1§ be effected ‘

L . : ; thereby, and it suggested as a further means to this end an increase in the rate of speed of the -
1 gteamers to 13 knots, instead of to 12 knots, as was proposed and subsequently ganctioned.

Railway. This suggostion of the Rangoon Chamber has not, so far_as this Chamber is aware, engaged
M tion of the Government of India during the last three years, but in view of the great

ol s B s b

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

e A b

the atten .
desirability of its adoption, both in the interests of this City and of the inhabitants of Burma,

and of the assistance which, the Chamber anderstands, the Madras Railway Company is prepared
to render the scheme by accelorating its service of mail trains, this Chan.ber begs to reopen
the subject in the confident hope that the Madras Government will accord its support to the ;
proposal, and recommend it to the Government of India for early sanction. 5

A short time ago the Madras Railway Company issued placards showing the advantages,
both in time and money, which the route vié Madras would have over that ¢id Calcutta. For

i e e A
o - ]

B e 2

Read the following papers :—

*

From the Joint Secretary to the Government of I\hdras; Publi ‘
. g ublic Works Depart
Railway Branch, to the Secretary to the Grovermunent o‘é Indira sput?ﬁzlwffkté
Department, Simla, dated Ootacamund, 26th June 1896, No. 559 R

1 am directed to forward a letter from the Madras Ch - i : i ilway j £ 794 mil ing 34 hours 20 mwi

. ; A amber of C o : instance, the former route includes a railway journey o miles, occupyng ours 20 minutes,

advocating the adoption of the Bombay-Madras route for the carringe of th(:;r;)::{:ﬁz L I and a sea passage of 1,020 miles occupying roughly 91 hours, or & total distance of 1,814 miles,
e of that vid (Calcutta. ' covered in 125 hours 90 minutes, at & cost of Rs. 139-11-0 and Rs. 69-14~0 for frst and second 'j

mails in plae

9. 1 am to say that, in the opinion of Mis Excelloncy the Governor in Council, olass, respectively. On the other band, the Calcutta route includes & rail journey of 1,400 miles,

occupying 59 hours 15 minutes and a sea passage of 787 miles, occupying roughly 72 hows, or &

the chgmge of route proposed would be of great advantage to the Madras Pr esidency, ‘ total of 2,187 miles, covered in 127 hours 15 minutes, at a cost of Rs. 187 and Rs. 03—-8-0 for first
and this for several reasons— - and sccond class, respectively. The advantages derived by the route oid Madras are thus & 4
gaving in distauce of 373 miles, in time of close upon 2 hours, and in money of Bs. 47-5-0 and i

1) It would (if the proposed acceleration which will be dwelt on later were

carried out) greatly improve its mail and passenger connection with Burma. Rs. 23-10-0, respectively, for firsh and second class.

" The time of departure from Bombay of the Madras Mail train is now 9-30 P.m., while on

. 2) ;Burma and Madmg being 111(11 kt)'he ??Tle ?l}}ﬁr{ ((ziommand, the militury occasions when the overland mails arrive tno late to be forwarded by the ordinary mail train & ;
admmlstl‘atmll of the'two provinces onu e greatly laclila ec. ' special train is run from Bomb:y up to such an hour as will enable it to overtake the ordinary !
(3) It would improve the mail and passenger scrvice between Madras, Bombay ; train before its arrival at Raichir. This is certainly a great convenience %o the mercantile - : ;
and Europe. : community of this Presideney, and especially that of this City, for it gives them an extra day 1n
‘ which to answer Llome letters, and on occasions when the mail steamer does not arrive until :
8, The Chamber of Commerce correctly remarks that the Bombay-Madras route, i it would, under ordinary eircumstances, be impossible to deliver the mails in Madras on or hefore ;
as it stands, has the prior claim, because it is shorter, both in time and distance, and : 1;}1e1 date :‘)}f the departircjc fr;)};n Madias of tttle outward mta_-ils, it a%;)irds them an opporf:_mﬁty of , o
, ; ; , at t ) i N replying the same week to the mos urgent communications s convenience, which wus
cheaper. 1t 18 beheV(la]d howeverlthdtdtilﬁ Ban'giof)n Chambet, which at first supp orted : . segu);edgby the Director-General of the Post Office in India, is one which the mercantile com-
the proposed change, have now atere elr views. . . 3 munity highly appreciate, and the Chamber ventures to hope that means will be found to
4. As regards the proposed acceleration of the train SeI‘ViCO, I am to say that the introduce the still greater improvcment in the matter of the conveyance of the inward and out-
Madras Railway have agreed to run their portion of the journey in ten hours on the % , ward overland mails between Bombay and Madras indicated below. . ,
understanding the Great Indian Peninsula Railway will accelerate in the same propor- i To his letter, No. 14939, dated the 28th February 1893, the Dircotor-General of the Post
. If that railwa administration ean be induced to do so, the ssurnev fr ¥ Office of India romarked : “‘Lhe close relations now subsisting between the Madras I'residency
tion. y ) Journey Irom 'y and Burma render the establishment of a direct mail service botween Madras and Rangoon

necessary, and the amount of correspondence fo be carried is already important, thongh materially
]ess than the amount exchanged between Calcutta and Rangoon.” ~ After contrasting the number
of inland articles, of all descriptions, passing between Madras and Rangoon and Calcutta and

Rangoon, and vice versd, he proceeded to say—
« T further propose that if a new contract be entered into for a term of ten years, it should

Bombay to Madras sould then be accomplished in the 24 hours and the mails could
be put on board at Madras in daylight. |
5. It has been suggested that, when the present contract with the British India
Steam Navigation Cowpany expires, the rate of speed should be increased to
be stipulated 1 i

13 knots.  1f this propusul be adopted aud the Madras route ch()sm.x, the voyage from hat the rate of speed for the service that carries the overland mails between India
‘ Madras to Rangoon will take 68 hours, and Jjurma should be the subject of reconsideration after five years. The existivg contract with

® his allows one hour for getting mails and and the total time from Bombay to Ran- the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company will expire at the beginning of 1898,
passengers from the statiou to the steamer.  goon (with the acceleration propost d in

¢ mails between Brindisi and Bombay a quicker
paragraph 4) will be * 93 hours, there will

e A L o

i S £ A e B Ay
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and in any future contract for the conveyance o ;
‘ transit will, no doubt be provided, the present contraaxct1 rzgse olfaislgtzc:ldo‘t:lm;lng :(Ezl:ltlil[?j ;x:lotsi. 11)2
thus be a gain of 34 hours over the Bombay-Calcutta route as now timed. 51153:0 ‘ﬁi):é df«z;l%vge t}};:; ?ELBI‘:I?; ;)lf; Sgle;:dl q;t};l,:g an 533?:; ){e, o clai o on e v I Burmz,szhat
6. Tiis Excellency the Governor in Council roquests that the Government of India power at any Tate should bo roserved, under a new contract, bo re-oper, if necessary, the question
will take these proposals into its consideration and trusts that it may be fit to Liring of the rote of specd after it is known what the future rate of speed is to be between Brindisi and
its influence to bear on the Dritish India Steam Navigation Company and tho Great PBombay.’ : _ , « :
‘Jndian Peninsula Railway Administration, and to induce them to accelerute their " The direct weckly steamer service between Madras and Rangoon was in due course inaugu-
respective gervices in the mauner proposcd.  sated, but the Chamber is not aware if any stipula:(iloxtlo :ﬁs 1mposqg mt)‘,he nfevtv hgontm,cf, with the
7. Should it be found impossi ble to accomplish this, I am to say that His Pritish India Steam Navigation Compsny in Tega o roconsideration. of the question of the
Excelleney the Governor considers that the Madras route, even with its prescut tiuing,
ghould still be adopted.
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enhancement of the rate of rs
. speed of the stea m o8
colan 3 \ mers aftor five years, | is
overlan" d; m:nzn’;}(l){haﬁ‘:; the ]:lroposod substitution of the a(lm:“;(t)r“a;! m(‘a nttemr wc,h,i(‘h do
mails, inward and outward, though there can be no doubtzh;t:ktnk:tm ‘]‘ for e
» @ accoleration of

th() Bt!?am(}l pﬂss&ge Would u 1 Q 11“} l)(}“(}htg to hc derlv( d fl’DIJ t]
. . H.dd m tel la“v t ¢
the mll Way |0111'ch . 1vec ¢ acce][ rnti n
» on o

The Chamber now 1}
. ? earns that tho Madras Rai
special express train be : ras Railway Company i
jg?icrunv 1};"»:’1’839;81:?&«?:‘3:31 ll{;nc}}lﬁr and Madras at such a mt(? oxflys;trgippamd to run a weekly
occupicd—provided the Great (}?uri‘gnmb%? .hon‘ ]Or-ll 0 hours <0 minutes :g«;:a;“tl?:“t?mpuﬂh the
accomplisbment of thi - N eninsula Railway Compan fnunderine time now so
Bomh}:‘,’ to Rnich{u?.l llslsge:}?igoc:) }runmng a special express trui‘n n{ atli‘xili?::mrt tm the practical
Homtar o ich 1 i o ety thon o Phnler e e o i
at such hour a8 w he departure Irom Bombay of what may he sty ' Y d ho httle
transforred at Ollceo‘fl:gmb?};}ag t::icn Tc?l}:;l emi'éo Madras during dr&'li;!htf ]:(:1 tt}’:::; ‘ﬂ]‘x(n‘:xt,r,-d T{.,}"
8N i hi e . _sicamcer, which w Tonve 1 ey eould he
In (;?a néi:; g ::?9"3_‘?‘;‘;"(‘}1‘ , would necessitate an armugemg::::d}imr? t[}:o lhlﬂxigns Harbour the
mails are on 'Boar%l — an ';::Eg;{mt:n:i (\:E tﬁleir steamers in r(‘ﬂdino{;, t‘:‘s(:u :cnt:: :})m Britti;h
o e ' 4 ich would no doul ond on as 1he
1f this were done and the speed of the steamers accelerated, t‘;l;tos‘():;;!: dm}ﬂ;tg:li) tio }tltu;t (‘:;‘m]).pnn‘_‘\;i
- : s ht be deliver

in Kangoon a whole day earlier than i
1 s 1t :
* Burma, ‘ ow the case, to the manifest advantage of those resident:

In the case of the ontward overland mai

i ) : mails al i

Railway is prepared to make arrangements to staf:ts‘:zh??‘ ﬁg?tl?(}m;l;zfl}'m:; g;:: t}zea]M%d:Es
4 ITV [¢] ]

§Ev AR

s A BEREE RS

\

s 2

L

ww
. 5

No. 935 R., 8t NOVEMBEE 1897;

From the Secretary to the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department,
to the Officiating J oint Secretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works
ailway Branch, dated Simla, 16th October 1897, No. 4619/S.R.

Department, R
Tn continuation of the letter from this Department, No. 843-8.R., dated the 19th
February 1897, 1 am directed to forward a copy of a letter from the Director-General
of the Fost Offices of India, No. 185-C., dated the 11th September 1897, reporting
finally on the proposal to adopt the Bombay-Madras route for the carriage of the

Burma mails instead of that vid Calcutta.

9. As will be seen from the report, the Calcutta route, according to present
arrangements, offers distinet advantages Over the Madras route, so far as the transit
to Burma of the incoming foreign mails is concerned ; while even if a special train
were employed weekly to earry the mails from Bombay to Madras it would be
jmpossible for the post office to rely upon securing a steamer service in connection
with the special train without incurring & substantial inerease of expense, Moreover,
even if the expense of the special train and of the necessary sea-transit arrangements
were faced, the advantages of the A[adras route would, as the Direetor-General points
out, be more apparent than real. For the outgoing foreign mails from Burma the
Calcutta route has, in the opinion of the Government of India, unquestionably the
advantage ; and it 13 desirable that the same route should be followed for the carriage

of the Burma mails in both directions.

e i T e

19
mail steamer from Rangoon. \ E*‘
3. In these circumstandes His Excellency the Governor-General in Council oy

agrees in the conclusion arrived at by the Director-General of the Post Office that it 18

1t is helioved that the Postal Department is disposed to favour these proposals; the Rangoon
not desirable to alter the existing arrangerents for carriage of the mails. v

Chamber has already urged that the change
previouslv) expressed opinion ; the membersbofs}t‘ﬁ;‘p}d(‘.;):m(ﬁi(’t,‘ii; 82;101 Iias-lm;ly c(’“ﬁf'".n(:d it
Madras Pross warmly supports it, and the Chan:ber helieves the Press ff )i{:;, avou:i o Ilche
There is thus a practical unanimity of opinion regarding the desirability, in th{éoi(l)‘:‘,(--r:&z 80 also.
E?.lly of Burma, but to no small extent in the interests of Madras, o% the substitxxtioufgi?:;
‘ ;dr;tst fort 1;119f (zﬁlcutta 1‘01?(13 for the transmission of the inward and outward overland mails
e intecrests o o mercantile community are in this matter identic i .
for what benefits the one benefits the other.y ‘r identical with t}.mse of the puble,

. . A ) ’ A ’ ] the Mﬂdr&s GO (‘rnment

RS

Ordered that a copy be forwarded to the Government of Burma, with reference
to the letter from that Government, No. 3/6 P6., dated the Jst June 1897, and to the
‘Director-General of the Post Office of India, with reference to his letter, No. 185-C.,
dated the 11th September 1897.

.
- g TS T g BT e S \\w

rr———

ENCLOSURE.

— - 5 From the Director-General of the Post Office of India, to the Secretary to the Government of
Indis, Finance and Commerce Department, dated Simla, 11th September 1897, No. 185-C.

From the Deputy Secre tarv to the Go . . : , [Question as to the carriage of the import foreign mails for Burma vid Madras, instead of vid Caloutta.}
Depa%trﬁent to tfﬂa Joint Sech)(:rnmetnt (l)f India, Finance and Commerce 1 have DOW the honour to submit my final report on the proposal made by the Government
) etary to the Government of Madras, Public b of Madras in their letter, No. 559 R., dated the 27th Juue 1896, that the import foreign mails

‘Works Department, Railway Branch, dated Calcutta, 19th February 1897 i for Burm® ghould travel vid Madras, instead of vid Calcutta, as is at prosent the case.
’ rt has been delayed owing to the necessity for collecting statistios as to the actual

No. 843 S.R. 9. This repo

1 . tra,nsit; of these mails vid Calcutta sin%;«e the };weikly zpeplitil tra.iuT from lgomba.y ftoht)a.lcutta, has

am directed to , : - : alarly employed with effect from the lst Apri ast. The conditions of the navigation

926th June 1896, to tl aCklﬂ f v:'ledge the recel pt of your letter, No. 559 R., dated the i\ ggi?mrfigooghly are suoh that merely hypothetical figures would have had no value. The calcula-

L ey Mad , \e address of the Public Works Department proposing that the ‘ L 4 gions for the Madras route have nocessarily had to be based on arbitrary data, but, with the
ombay-Madras route should be adopted for the carriage of the Burma mails in pl Madras harbour open at all times, the figures may fairly be taken as sufficiently sccurate for the

of that vii Calcutta. ulls 10 place ; Eﬂposes of comparison. The diffculties, such as thoy are, of a tidal river in approaching

angoon areé the same by either route,

2 T Q Proposr] S (3011 1illed 3 * 3 e F o om : ' “,’ T “l t 81 le'l. <

| ' . \posa ‘ ) . ‘ . T] BEI!t the tr‘&ns ol mal S b the Calcu 2

’ h ) . n 5 0 '1 . € er T E? am 08 5’ recelv 1ng the (}ﬂ.!‘()‘f\ﬂ “;“ iore]-(}‘ll mfl«‘l 8 Tox i () hours ﬂnd l“ m]n“tes. [lle!e the‘ 7 a.te louded 8b
] ; (] ‘ you ’] 1t I 1‘( \ .‘ ) ,‘ ( . : ] f lsurma 1ea g B bay ‘5 houra a1%0! x (] mB..ll steamer 18 g 4

General in Council is doubtful isabili . travelling to Caloutta by special train in 4
route. A conference is about to 1 :Sh tI(c)l t;“&ad"‘sablhty of muking any change in the OI:(,O on the Rangoon mail steamer, at Caloutta itself or 8t Diamond Harbour as the state of the
Genoral of the Post Offie e held at hagpur under the direction of the Director- tide permits, & special train being used between Sealdsh and Diamond Harbour whenever
7 ’ : ost Offiee of India to discuss certain proposals which have t t necessary. Lhere sré throo direct steamers of the British Todia Steam Navigation Company
forward for the acceleration of the existing daily mail service botweo tge ech Pud sailing oach wook #rom Caleutta to Rangoon, all of which can be used for the conveyance of mails
Bombay, for the cstablishment of a second daily service b& o otwecn Caloutta 83 undor the contract with that company. If the Burma mails reach Caleutta on Sunday or
BengﬂLNngpur Rai lway e or the reducti A tl’ ce between th.e two towns by the " Monday, they are despatched onwards by the fast gteamer which is under contract to accomplish
woorlv English Mail ‘ [ duce 1‘011 of the time occupied in tho transit of the 5 " the journey 8t the rate of 12 knots an hour ; if they reach Caloutta on Tuesday or Wednesday,
Bd:p t; d 'f:::‘ht;lse (,;nfi.l fm;ntﬁmgway to Calcutta. The question of the route to be i they are carried to Rangoon by & * gteamer which is not bound by contract to any particular rate
fopted fo arriage of the Burma mails is closely conn od wit
L ‘ ! | s closely connected wit » matiers
which will engage the attention of the conference, and final orders on thb\ the mum o + Those arrangoments have boen modifiad daring the prosent month, and the 12 kot and 10 knot contraok siesmors
the Gc)vernmcnt of Mudms will therefore be deferred u ntil the !"t(()l e dp(!‘.ﬂp()s ado are NOW employed at the begioning of each woek, the aon-conteact steamer lesving Calcatta on Friday.
- : gy > qererred Uit commendations m :
by the confercuce have been reccived and considered by the Government of Indis. .
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of speod; this service has boen used six ti

Caloutta on Saturday they can

last five tha « .
b i months; and if they reach.
hour, which ordinarily layes oo © 8eut by a third steamor, ay

Friday. with & coutraot speed of 10 knots sn

4. The proposal of the Madras G
Burma would be forwarded to Madrasolj;r: r:;igafpt}:riﬁnﬂy ey that the fe)reign mails for

mail steamer can leave the Mudras harbo every week, and it is claimed that th
. . ur 14 hours after th . LClaimer t 11‘ 9

sred occasions on "ivhxoh'steamers have to g0 outside the Mmlr:sal:;‘rml of the. #pecial train. Thero

and communication with the shore s ou bour, owing to heavy weather,

) it off. The asi v

tional and may, porhaps, bo left eat of cnnsideml:i:z oio:(;]zt;s.i }:owfﬁiur. are stated to be excep-
arrival of the mail train snd the departure of the steax,n o acoentoy 13 hours botwoon the
ment for the purposes of the prosent comparison.  T'here ig howev : .
steamer each woek from Madras to Rangoon with a contract g {e 1Ly ono direct mail
office can require to he raised to 12 knots if the ion men Of 11
proposa}, then, of the Madras Government also involve
tha't this steamer shonld start at any time on any day
arrive in Madras, 'I'his, however, could no

contract resorves to Government the wer i i !

far as I am aware there is no proln;.’(l))ility of the Brit?sllxnall:u;it:agltm for 24 hours only, and so
g‘uttmg on an additional direct steawmer fr. o

Navignti )
? ym Madras ¢ gation Company
here is, therefore, the preliminary dj foulty that, o ti)leR»mkoon for the sako of thejr own trade.

. ¢ 1 : ..

excoptionally early or late, there would bo no steamer at fl‘\??n((l):ntsh::eoﬁlrxls arnving at Bombay -
while even to meet the ordinary varistionsin the times of the arriva] o‘f*yﬂ“mm to Rangoon,
Bombay, which range over threo days, it would probably be neossury to 10 mail stcamer at
sidy to that Company. Pay an additional sub-

5. The distance from Bomba

of detainin g

to R d Caleutt 3\ ) .
below — Ay to Langoon vid Caleutta and i Ma@ma, rospectivoly, is shown
Caloutta, Mardras,
. By land ... .ee . . T 1,400 794
By sea “es X

e en ree 787 1,02(,

Total ... 2,187 1,814

The total distance is, therefore, materially shorter by the Madras route than by the Calecutta
route, and had the entire distance boen by land only or by sea only, there could be no doubt that
the advantage would rest with the Madras route. But it is to be rememibered that the mails travel
by laud about three times as fast as they travel by sea, o that the 506 miles by land in favour of
the Madras route would be more than counterbalanced by the 233 miles by sea in favour of the
Calcutta rovte, were the conditions of sailing from Caleutta and Madras the same. In point of
fact, these conditions are very dissimilar, and tiis is the reason why it has been necessary to
ascortain the actusl times occupied in the transit of the mails for Burma when sent by the
Caleutta route under existiug arrangements, so that the conolusions to be arrived

. f y at may be
based, at any rate so far as the Calcutta route is concerned, on ascortained facts.

6. Theso figures have now been recordnd for twenty-one mails, and I appond to this letter g -
statement giving the following information :—-

(1) the date and hour of si
last ;

(2) the actual day and honr of arrival a
by the Caleutta route ;

(3) the day and hour at which these mail arriveat Rangoon,

hnd they travelled to Madras under the arrangements at present in force, snd been
forwarded thence by a 12-knot steamer starting 1§ hours after the arrival of the
mail train;

(4) the day and hour at which these mails

gualling of each mail steamer at Bombay since the 1st April

t Rangoon of the mails brought by that stesmer

8 might have been expected to

might have been expeeted to arrive at Rangoon
had they travelled to Madras by a special train starting 5 Lours after the mail .

steamer was signalled and ocoupying 24 hours on the jouruney, tho conditions of
+ onward transmission being the sause as in (3).

7. The result of the comparison is shortly as follows,  Ancordin
that is, without the use of a weckly special train from Bombay to M
made in elause 3 of the preceding paragraph, there was only one occnsion on which it would have |
been an advantage to rend the mails by the Madras routn. QOn thie oceasion the mail steamer ,
was signalled at Bombay at the very unusual honr of 9 p.M. on Sunday and the specisl train
srrived in Caloatts on Tuesday, necessitating the despateh of the mails for Burms by & non-
contract steamer.  On fourteen occasions the loss of time from the uso of the Mudrus route would -

g to existing arrangements,
adras, but on the assumption
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| i ime would
light or more. For practical purposes the loss .of time wo »
have amounted ttc{] a?1 i}slzlﬁ?w gfbc;ag rlngere comparison of the figures, as thq steaner,"starting frzﬁ |
be much great;.r to the hypothesis, 1§ hours after the arrival of the ordinary mail train, wo L
l\fl[adras, ag,o{})xr I?;.;gwoon about 8 p.w., so that the mails could not be delivered until the next :
always reat g
mam e i i from Bombay to M dras, the delivery of the import
With the uso of & spooiat train cnch ok on}or:ign ilails at Rangoon would have been
| Hows. materially earlier on soven™* occasions. (n

il 17 . e b ions the mail steamers (those

Mail of April 17th .. .. . four of thfese ocecasions ,

) 3{,1 e Mﬁ)’ Isb .. o o . ; which arrived at Bombay on May 23rd, June
noo» Gl L 6 13th and July 11th and 25th) were late, snd

» June 13th .. .o . . 23 the mails fqr Burma occ}lpled a lopger tunge

" July 1ith . ” o ‘. 10 than usual in transit, owing to the ‘use of ¢ e
om0 . B nou-coutract stenmer from Caloutta. Under :

just 1 . uicker transit by sea is secured for the mails on such occasions, °
the arr “Pgefnfltlt:disgtl nafi:g;;ldceliapginted out that {hese are the very occasions on which there
and it 18 Tl,gf;, lty about forwarding the mails from Madras, owing to there being only ong
would bo dilfios t)};e week for Rangoon. On the three other occasions referred to (the cases o
direot s.tea-m.e;;m.l 17th and May 1st and 7th), the advantage in each case would have been about .
the muils of plt:.lwo of these occasions the mail steamers councerned (those of April 17th and May
% hours, and on lled at Bombay after 5 p.x, which is very unusual. The mail steamer 18 usually
1st) were mgfmf 9 a.M., and whenever this is the oase, the hypothetical rouf,e vid Ma.(!ra.s with
signal} eiltrg§n‘¥lim B”m.;lbwy, would bring the muils to Rangoon(a) before daylight, that is to say,

4

) s[l)gul than is required for postal purposes, so that the gain which may be shown over the Calcutta
earlier

route would be of no practical use. 4

sidered with reference to the transit of the export foreign

8. Tho oo hatso ﬂifl?litao b?l‘go(;l;;.liewith the fair weather transit, first, the adoption of the
mails from Burmald involve; the lres of half a day to Rangoon, and a whole day to the rest of
Madras routehwg l'11; has been decided that a special train should be used each week to convey the
Burms, now B4 ills from Allahabad to Bombay. With a Saturday 2 p.m. departure of the home-
export fox:exgn.mﬂ from Bombuy, the mails from Rangoon would lea.ve Madras at 8-45 on
ward mail §Zt?Jt;mel;l‘his wonld nec;ssit-ate the steamer being timed to arrive at Madras not later
Thursdas nig d to leave Rangoon at about 3 a.m. on Monday. This would entail the_ c}oslqg
then 4 -3 ‘"é Ranzoon on sﬁnday night, and mails from Burma above Rangoon arriving in
of the mm;lls Eiong:yo' morning would miss the steamer. The Calcutta route, on the other hand,

Rangoon 0 i ~oon at2 p.M. on'Monday, in accordance with arrangements which
ot » opatasfrm g 12w 1O e -
have Jus . .

. : i 1d be no justification
v from Madras to Bombay for which there cou
ment ‘Ef ‘:‘n‘ﬁ(;kgui?szlﬂ:ﬁ:?l;ng even if the necessary expense were mcurred,’the Madras route
8 ali%. ;(f)for no reul advantages over the Calcutta route. . . o of th
o the transit during the south-west monsoon the advantage is ontirely Ondth9 . t(lax ot th:
As to lte T'he BritiDSh India Steam Navigation C,‘ompany ha‘.ve informe _me N a o
Caleatta row Rancoon to Madras at this time of the year would require an extra Otulne t?: OwIt 2
aslszgcf \fsonv:rherna.os no extra time is required for the pasi'fl.glef from Ragg;:retg ur? n;uth:- i
of BYys, so, that this additional time is essential for every e
Jed, of course, tuat this a ; her, which may reasonably
not contenlo but it would be required on the occasions when the weather, w )
The matter was
wost monsoon, but 1t ¥ f the year, is mot, and would have to be 'allowed.
be expncte‘;,::u?;iftfnt;;n%% L andy I have again refe.n-od to the Managing Agents of the Company
ﬁr}‘:t ur(l;‘i;ﬂ;’o;ﬁrm the nocessity of this allowance being made.
who 1 !

: : s the transit of the
it wmay be summed up as follows. So fa_r as
9. The_Pomt;‘Tl]s’ tt}; orﬁa‘igx;; is goncerned. the Calcutta x"oute.,‘accordx.nglz; t'o. present a?:lr;%f-
import f;f)re;g(rii:tlinct advantages over the Madras ro_lllto.f hvef; i g ;Fif:aMt; gizswszear;?ateri g{
ments, ofleT h week to carry the import foreign mails from Dombay
tilized for the regular con-
employod 8¢ Yov t, the Madras route could only be u ) L (
; of oﬁﬁfrfﬁzxmxzraxil{:?gr Burma by supplementing the special ‘trmnt ser;’;m;ol;ngigﬁ’:sg
voyanoo of rt/ige wh?ch could always be relied up%n 11;4‘59[1;9 v::lrytg:ig tﬁ:c;gl& Mll’cebruary PP
stoamer 59 :do. In my letter to Government, No. 14999, da M %
’ : ; i tracts for sea serviees
have to provi lon h with the oconsiderations which must govern mail con :
gth w1 e : incivle laid down, which received the approval
dealt at some ent arts of India, and the main principle lal , e t
trade. ‘The power to
botween different P the course of the post must follow the course of trade. 1he 0
of Goverr;tmorrlllizr vs&’eal,-sv ;:eattha: might be established by tche Brmshhlnd{)a.e?lte:;gcgﬁ?graet;ggvgimzo
ea ith that Company has been A t
pany during thz c‘:;;egz{luﬁe:;;oﬁ 13.10;:71 ttrade have led them to establish & third steamer in
an

dovernt;l%ni,ween Calcutta and Rangoon, which can be, and is, used for the conveyance of mails.
the weck DC » .

1 stoamers cannot always go up the Ircawaddy at night time, but in this matter the conditions on either
a) The mail stoam L

sice are equal.
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(True Extmét.)

(Signed) F. J. E. SPRIN
g- Joint Secy, to (}(3\’-'1:‘
Railway Branch

" To the Consulti
sulting Engi .
e o B
» airman, Ch . o
" iOStmaste’r-G:rz}f:{ (;;fﬂr:meree, Madras,
Ty 8,
” geut and Manager, Madras Railway

’ Eid T. K. Narayans Aivengac,
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- @he Ghamber of Sonmexce,
NaDRAS, 24l% April, 1896

L

FroM
" ¢jE HONBLE MR. G L CHAMBERS,
“ . CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
MADRAS. - |
To - | | |
 THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
) ,_ MADRAS:
§1R, '
| .dia., Finance and

on of 'the Government. of In
ch, 1893, regarding the

with the B. L. S. N.
approval of
sted

the Resoluti
No. 1247,
o entered into 1

In replying to
Commerce Department,
sew Mail contracts to b
Company, the Rangoon

S.P., dated the 25th Mar
n the following year

Chamber of ~Commerce, while expressing

o regular direct weekly service between Rangoon and Madras, and vice versd, sugge
for the consideration of the Government of India the advisability of employing this
te ‘for the carriage of the ‘Overland Mails, in place of thab vid Calcutta.. The
that a considerable gaving in time would be effected therebys
means to fhis énd an increase in the rate of speed of
tead of to 12 knots, as Was proposed, and subsequently -

rou
¥ (hamber was of opinion
it suggested as a further

and
knots, ins

the steamers to 13

sanctioned. -
Las not, so far “as this .Chamber 18 ‘

f the Government of India during jthe last three years; -
of its adoption,’ both in' the interests of this
hich, the Chamber

City and of the inhabitants of Burma, ~and of the assistance W
cele-’

¥ . :
_ understands, the Madras Railway Company i8 prepared to render the scheme by ac
rating 1it8 gervice of Mail trains, this Chamber begs to ‘reopen the subject  in the

confident hope that the Snment will accor sport to the proposal, -

This suggestion of the Rangoon Chamber

ngaged the attention 0

aware, ©
put in view of the great desirability

Madras Gove d-its sup
o the Governmen{ of India for early ganction. ',
Madras Railway Company igsued plécalfds showing the
money, Wwhich the route vid Madras would have over that.

1 journey of 794 miles,

ssage of 1020 miles occupying roughly
hours g0 minutes, at &
d class respectively. On the other

0 miles, occupyin@i\f)ﬁ hours 15
'c’ota} of 2,187

and 1'ecommend itt

A short time ago the
th in time and
ance, the fo
0 minutes, and 2

91 hours, or a to g14 miles,
, ' cost of Rs. 139-11 and Rs. 69-'14 for first and secon
tta Toute includes a rail journey of 140

advantages, bo
vid Calcutta. For inst

occupying 34 hours 2
tal distance of 1,

gea pa
covered in 125 hou

PR

hand, the Calcu
minates and a sea passage of 787 miles, occupyinggi!oughly 72 hours, OT &
15 minutes, at @ cost of Rs, 187 and Rs. 93-8 for first and

miles, covered in 127 hours




i
.

o
-4

second ¢lass respectively,  The advantazes derived by the route wid Madras are thus 8

Lt i Taf« v . 1 Y . i Of
saving an - distance of ST3 miles, in time of close upon 2 Lowrs, and in money

Rs. 47-5 and Rs. 23.19 respectively for first and second clasy,

The time of departure from Bomb,

o .M
ay of the Madras Mail train is now 9-30 P. 3.,
while on occasions whep the

v ]lo
Overland Mails arrive too late to be forwarded by t.‘]l
ordinary Mail train 4 special train is pup from Bombay up to such an hour as “;
cnable it to overtake tle ordinary train before jtg arrival at Raichore.  This is certanly

. . . . . : “H”'
 great convenience to ¢l mereantile community of this Presidency, and especial
. = . . . . . < > (l‘ttc':“
that of this City, for it gives them an extyy day in which to answer Home 1
and on oceasions when the Mail

_ . under
steamer does not arrive until it would, before
., N 3 .I) . : . T ’(
ordinary crreumstauces, he possible to deliver the Mails in Madras on or B¢
the date of t}e dep

o «ls them
arture from Madras of the ontward  Mails, it affords t
W opportunity of replying the

ications,  This
ame week to the most wrzent communica
tonvemence, whiel, was see

. dia 13
wred by the Dircetor-General of the Post Office in In s,to
. - '- N P . . . . y . Y ]tur")
one which the mercantile community highly appreciate, and the Ch.unl,nvr' vel T
hope that means will be fonnd ¢, introduce the still greater improvement in the

| . v and
of the Conveyance of e mward gy outward Overland Mails between Bombay
Madras indicated below,

In his letter No. 14,939
the Post Oflice of Indli
Madrag Pregj,

. (iencral of
v dated the 2sy), February, 1893, the Director-(ient

A remarked -

leney and Burma r¢
Madras gud R

.. reell the

=" The close relations now subsisting !K‘t“mt\\-cvll
‘ irect Mail service betwet

nder the establishment of a direct Mail set rried 19
ALOON  necessary, |

e be
: and the amount of correspondence  to
already mportant,

_—
, 'd Detwe
thoush matenally dess than the  amount exchanged

all
. ' ' . ticles, of

(‘nh..u.tta and Rungf)ou.’ After contrasting the sumber of inland articles, and
descnptmus, passing he , :

: angoon,
. tween Madras and Rangoon, and Calcutta and Rang o
I’Ic'{"%’ﬂ'.!l'i, hC pl‘Ot?Ccdcd {o sy

, e it
T farther Propose thay if 'y

 should be stipul
Mails betwoen
years,

Compan

. - on [Fs
ew contract ho entered into for a :crm. of hln()‘v‘i:‘;zl‘d
ated thag the mte nf apeed for the servico that carries t}lﬂ after Bve
Tudia ang Barma should be the aubject of ".,,(_,midm‘ﬂt"‘; vigation
The eXisting contrart with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam D8

con
’ ; act for tho

¥ will expire nt the begiuning of 15082, and in any fature mn“.m‘t Joubt, b®
Veynnce of Mailg ; r trausit will, 0o

follow
- »en not
provided, the Present congpaog rate of 1t d intre*
that the rute of "

8 Of
daced ip the P
Bu'rma, that

betwepn Brindisi and Bombay a quicke

speed being about 12} kn«)uf- lso be
Peed time opg propecly be claimed on an oocan line mnln " erest
By of “('h{ffﬂ; bat 1 think it adsisable, in the posta to re-opeth
Powep at ALY tate shonld he veserved, under a new contract.

rate
. , p future -
if Bevessary, the questlon of the rate of sperd after it is known what (e
uf speed i g be btweny, Brindisi ani) Bombny
. . . m-,urSQ
, et wond e : , as in due
The diyect weehly steamy $rvice between Madras and Rangoon wa

in the
mangurated, but the Chamber jy 0 aware f any stipnlation was ‘imp“-.“':: :,l; the
new contract wit), !]wéﬂ, IS N, ('om;-any i regard to the ,.‘,‘;‘,g.;.sx(ll‘l‘i*‘.'“ put this
fuestion of the enhancement of gy rate of speed of the steamers after five y(@."n of th?
1 a matter which does not very matenally atfiect the prnpnscd substitutio]

P
_ L 1 ontwant
Madras for (Jie Ca]cuttqf foute for the Overland Mails, both inward an

“‘(ﬂll‘
v )ﬂ\ﬁ”‘agc
thouel there enn Le no - doubt {h the ncceleration of the steamer “ (he railway
add materially to qhe ot e
Journey,

v

l)(\"(gﬁt_«; to he d(‘rimd from the n.::m:}ufulmn

The Chaniber now learns (hat the M
a weehly spocial CXpress try |

’ i1
uu'C‘! to i
(){

S ant i.‘; wej
adras Ralway Company i 4 rate

_ . al such
wiveen R hiove and Madims 8

L NS S AT S P S

A e £

¢

3

i ras and Bombay in 24 hours—or 10 -

- W’f“ accomg‘liShtlil iixf}(;uxr:(l)? s: ?c‘:::;l;egff;ovided the GZeat ¥ndian Peniflsula
i}{o?lrs ZOCn;;l;:; livnill(::ssist in the practical accomplishmentb of thli s?rlvlrwz birf rizgmfaz

il o imi Bombay to Raichore. ]
o trainhat gh:;llnblelair ;Z;fevii sflf:xi f‘l:;zlld be Ii{tle diﬁicul.ty' in arra.,lzfging
o e o tl'wnf o Bombay of what may be styled the' “ limited Mail hat
ol hour e mlll)l" the Mails- into Madras during dayhght., 80 that they
T o ltl;ng nce from the train to the steamer, which w01'11d leave
c]ould.Mbe(ai tns'an;tl'?:i)e;lura th:)e same night, This, however, W(;{llld I;;Zism:::am :rt;
the Madra . mpany to keep
arrange.ment being mado :)V(;xtlh a?ethlz . I\.Ifais ge C(;)n pbozrd, an arrangement whic(l;
ol 1 doutt e asjd sitself to that Company. If this were done‘and the spcea
WfOUIld uOt iﬁzicifclzgiamd the Overland Mails might be delivered in Rangoon
oi the ste ' > ,

) - Jent
lier than is now the case, to the manifest advantage of‘ those residen
“whole day earlier than i ‘

in Burina. |
. 1 ; the
f the outward Overland Mails also the Chamber be‘he.xe§ t;agl ai;”
- In gle.] case,.o prepared to make arrangements to start the “limite
Madras Railway is s |
on the arrival of the Mail steamer from Rangoon

rtment is disposed to favour these proposals;

et thaththe aIl)r(:asat;;' 31)13::11 ttnllth: the chl;nge should be eﬂ.'ected, and has

the Rangoon Chal.nber a":)usl expressed opinion ; the members-of this Chamber arej

lately confirmed it PTev.l they Madras Press warmly supports it, and tb.e Chamb(?l

sprangly in farour of ltl,{ goon does so also. There is thus a practical upani-

el th‘e'Press Of' a :111); desirability, in the interests principally of Burma, but }to

e 1:%rardm'bt rests of Madras, of the substitution of the Madra.s for't 1

ot e esmission of the inward and outward Ovel']'and Mails. The

N l.Ot}”t:(la fm'eltlfutti;lr: llommunity are in this matter identical with those of the
interests of the mer

‘ ther.
public, for what beneﬁts the one benefits the oth

x

) dras
the honour, therefore, in conclusion, to express the hope that zhe GMaem
g e ’ . i : overn-
: h‘”‘i will give t:his matter its cordial approval, and will address the
Government w

- ment of India in support of the above proposals.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most Obedient Servant,
(Signed) G. L. CHAMBERS,

Chairman.
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: . PosTMASTER GENERAL, MADRAS,

2 Yro

THE Chict o SECRETARY
10 1HE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

. v Public &ch. ... DEPARTMENT.

[ A . .
. N '_-';. . ‘ ,
2L R 00 E0 < X Ladras il 7 July, 1808,
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| e S 11 JUL 1996 €
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T ) . With referencce to your cndorsc—

(A

I hove thic honor teo state for the

i

,;’ J . .

E*; . ot : . went ¢ ,1187, dated G6th Junc /L6

i Torwoarding fory ny remarixs a letter

H H .

i i 3

?b of the 24th April last Trom the

i Cheirunn ol the Chamber of Commerce,
%f ladras, urging the adoption of the
i e R

: ) . woadras route for the transmigsion of
% . e .. - . . - . .

M oy R : . . -

i ' . ’ ~the Torcign mnils to and fronm Burmoh
i , . s
:

/' ”
o _ . information of Government that,as
5 I found on acaling with the matter
- _ . '
Py . . that considerations werc invelved on
1
I
s ' which I could not deliver an opinion
‘ without congulting the Director

I have

~

£, : General of the Post Office

) forwarde!d the letter itcclf to hin

»

with an cxprescion of oy views enc o

‘ _ : :
request that e will faveur me with

hic Tor covmunicetion to CGovernucnt,

I have the honor 4o bo\
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A. U, FANSHAWE, EsgQ,

185-C.

CS.i,

Director General of the Post Office of India,

To '

Tue SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT.

Simla, the 11th September 1897.

¢ j

. Question as to the carrizge of the import Foreign Mails for Burma vid Madras, instead of vi4 Calcutta.

-

SIR,

Calcutta, as is at present the case.

I have now the honour to submit my
the Government of Madras in their letter
that the import foreign mails for Burma s

s o
A - oA
e . a
Yoowov, -

final report on the p:roposal made by
No. 559-R., dated the 26th June 1896,
hould travel v7d Madras, instead of vid

2. This report has been delayed owing to the necessity for collecting statis-

tics as to the actual transit of these mal

train from Bombay to Calcutta has be

the 1st April last. The conditions of the mnavi

en regula

Is vid Calcutta since the weekly special

rly employed with effect from

gation of the Hooghly are such

that merely hypothetical figures would have had no value. The calculations

for the Madras route have necessarily

with 4be Madras harbour open at all

times, the

had to be based on arbitrary data, but,

figures may fairly be taken as

sufﬁcién;tly_accurate for the purposes of comparison. The di{Ecul.ties, such as
they ajegpedh tidal river in approaching Rangoon are the same by either route.

3. The present arrangements for the transit of mails by the Calcutta route
admit of the foreign mails for Burma leaving Bombay § hours after the mail steamer

is signalled, and travelling to Calcutta by specia

1train in 40 hours and 1o minutes.

There they are loaded at once on the Rangoon mail steamer, at Calcutta itself or
at Diamond Harbour as the state of the tide permits, a special train being used
between Sealdah and Diamond Harbour whenever necessary. There are three
direct steamers of the British India Steam Navigation Company sailing each
week from Calcutta to Rangoon all of which can beused for the conveyance of
mails under the contract with that Company.

Calcutta on Sunday or Monday, they are

steamer which is under contract to accomplish
on Tuesday or Wednesday, they are
carried to Rangoon by a* -steamer which is not bpungi by contract toany
particular rate .of speed: this service has been used six times within the last
five months : and if they reach Calcutta on Saturday they can be sent by a3rd
steamer, with a contract speed of 10 kunots an hour, which ordinarily leaves on

knots an hour: if they reach Calcutta

Friday.

If the Burma mails reach

despatched onwards by the fast

the journey at the rate of 12

4. The proposal of the Madras Government apparently éésurpes that the foreign
mails for Burma would be forwarded to Madras by a special train every week, and

it is claimed that the mail steamer ca

n leave t

he Madras harbour 1} hours -

after the arrival of the special train. There are occasions on which steamers

® These arrangements have been modified during th
steamers are now employed at the beginning of each wee

e present month, and the 12 knot and 10 knot contract

k, the non-con

tract steamer leaving Calcutta on Friday,



-

o “ ) . . \f . -t ‘
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have to go outside the M 2 ) - ‘ ﬁ . o _ o \
adras : was only one occasion on which it wguld have been an advantage to send the mails

\Iv
e e A e B
LT 4

NG e

with t X har P : ) :
exceptit})]:aIShore is cut off. bo};r’ owing to heavy weathe ' by the Madras route. On this occasion the mail steamer was S\g'na\led. at Bombay
and may perhaps be lef ese occasions, how C’\'c:' and communication . at the very anusual hour of 9 F.-M. on Sunday and the qucxa\ train arrived 10
» are ' . Calcutta on Tuesday, necessitating the despatch of the mails for Burma by a

h -

bgl:;l:ciwgen the arrival of the m
There‘i-pi? as a working arrange

| The s, however, only one dir gcm
! a contract speed of 11 kr?(.:
0

tout of : . )
ail train aﬁ‘(’lna‘]deranon, and an isrtxdt(:d th be
e departure of the S::ir\-al of 1}
samer may

On fourteen 0CCasions the loss of time irom the use ©
ted to nine hours of daylight or more
would be much greater than is shown

i non-contract steamer.
. the Madras route would have amoun
For practical purposes the loss of time

L tota k : X : week Y/t compar Lo .

8 Madrzt\sn o(t}s if the foreign mails t:-; wlh ich the Post C)mcefcl:ﬂg:,n Madrasto ermg:(g:i by a mere comparison © the figures, as the steameh, starting from Madras,

i this oo overnment also in\'Olve:el by that route. The require to be raised : according to the hypothesis, 15 hours after the arrival of the ordinary mail train,

happen t:]::r‘ShQUId start at any t i:n]e assumption that it cslr;(; osal, then, of the " would always reach Rangoon about 8 P.M., 50 that the mails could not be deliver-

certain deﬁni‘gee ‘lfx\ Madras, This, hsw?e';:”)' day when the impgftarraqgcd that Lo ed until the next morning: : ‘

¢ detaining a mail st?al:’ 2}5 the contract r‘;;sfzould not be done eiomgn mails * With the use of a special O eact e g tRO Madras, d -

} probability of the B rer for 24 hours onl rves to Government cept within : " & pail of Aptil 17th bours delivery of the import foreign mails at a:goonw_ou

! additional dire ritish India Stea ¥, and so faras I am the power of WO Ny Tho o 2RO have been materially earlier on Seven, occasions.

} trade. Theré igtt ;teamer from Ma dr';‘ Navigation Compan aware there is no - " w 7th o w S On four of these occasions the mail steamers

: mails arriving at ercfore, the Pf(‘Iimin;y to Rangoon for the);a .: u'f“g on an W June T o5 w (those Wh‘Ch‘ 3"”"‘3‘? at gomb{:)y on Mal}’t%fd»d ]‘;"}“e
g ' of their ow ' ' Julysith -9 1athand Ju 11th, and 2s5th) were ate, an e

o n luyagh w0 . n?ai\s for ]Bu)r,ma oécupiedglonger time than usual

at B i .
at Madras to conveomba)’ exceptionally earlglfﬁcuhy that, in the

ations in the time
, over three day

y them to Rangoon, or late, there would case of these

s of the arrival of th“'l"[e even to meet the be no steamer © _ (ransit, owing to theuse of the non-contract steamer from Calcutta, Under

the arrangements just introduced 2 quicker transit by sea 15 secured for the

e ot 1 Rt

s, it would e mail . ordi :
that C ! ouid proba stcamer at Inary varie ] ‘ .
ompany. bly be necessary to pay an S&’(’l‘,"}ay. whiclyran;;le P mails on such occasions, and 1t 18 right that it should be pointed out that these
r 5. The distance from B \tional subsidy to 5' are the very occasions on which there would be difficulty about 'forw_ardmg the
espectively is shown below .Omba)’ to Rangoon vid Cal - mails from Madras, owing to there being only one direct steamer 11 the wee
= alcutta and vig M ' : for Rangoon. On the three other occasions referred to, (the cases of the mails
adras ‘ of April 17th and May st and 7th), the advantage in each case would have
g" fand... oo Caleutta, ' »1 been about five hours, and on two of these occasions the mail steamers con
y8ed v »es oo ., Madras, P ~ cerned (those of April 17th and May 1st) were signalled at Bombay after § P-Me, .
4 - " 794 i which is very unusual, The mail steamer is usually signalled before 9 A-M and
Total 218 1,020 i whenever this is the case, the hypothetical route vid Madras witha_ special train
: Th . ' adaic) 'Tg"‘ e from Bombay, would bring the mails to Rangoon® before daylight, that 18
by th é tlotal distance is, therefore . .....'._'i e to say, earlier than is required for postal purposes, SO that the gain which may
m); ly eth-a cutta route, and had the ::“:.te""‘u)' shorter by the Mad b be shown over the Calcutta route would be of no practical use. -
| toute ggtcict»ql‘d be no doubt that thcl;ed\gsmnce been by land ;z;s route than L 8. The case has then 10 be- considered with reference to the transit of the
© times as fast a lshto be remembered that the“r;agle would rest with 3”] or by sea st export foreign mails from Burma to india. To deal witl the fair weather transit
! Madras roote s they 4ravel by sea, so that th alls travel by land ab%u{\‘lagras Pl first, the adoption of the Madras route would involve t}kx‘e 1qssho£ %a\f 3 gax soth%n;
three R goon, and 2 whole day to the rest of Burma, now that it has een decided tha

would be more th ¢ 606 miles by land ;
a ; and P .
n counterbalanced b y m favour of the P © 3 special train should be used each week to convey the export foreign mails from

. in favour of th

i e Calcuttar . he

M route, were th iti y, the 2 ile

h'ad_ras the same, In point of fact the conditions of sailing fm?,f’ lek,s by sea P : Allahabad to Bombay. With a Saturday 2 p.m departuré of the home*

this is the reason why i » these conditi ; . Calcutta ro : y : 141 Mad

e zason why it has been necessary t ons are very dissimil and ;o ward mail steamer from Bombay, the mails from Rangoen wou eave Madras \
e transit of the mails for Burma ‘“'hino ascertain the actual times loar, and CoL at 8-45 on Thursday night, This would necessitate the steamer being timed ;

sent by the Calcutt ccupied o to arrive at Madras not later than 4 P-M4 ‘

existing arrangements d to! Rangoon at about 3 -
. _ : , so that the o and to leave ang
any rate so far as the Calcutta conclusions to be arrived at m 3 foute under T a.m. on Monday. This would entail the closing of the mails at Rangoon
route is concerned, on ascel’taineda be bascd, at m. vy me
acts.

IR Sunday night ils from Burma above Rangoon armiving in Rangoon
\ ’ on y Mg , and mans i Calcutta route, 00 the

on Monday morning would miss the steamer The
other hand, allows of
in_accordance With arangemers { by the regular employment of a weekly

: W . e e regu el .
dispartty could not be removed €XC7% };r which there could be no justification L

T e Lt

y * gures ha\’e nOW b M [ ¢

since the 1st April I LB
ast ; i : : { .
2) the ! I special train from Madras to Bombay I A i_
(2) A lf;:zrtzc{aday and hour of arrival at Rangoon of t} . L a%art from the Burma Mails, and even if the necessary expense‘were incurred, ¢
(3) the d: ' dmcr by the Calcutta route ; ' ic mails brought by s the Madras route would offer no real advantages over the Calcutia ‘rogte. .
ay and hour at which these mails mi : As to the transit during the south-west monsoon the advantage is entirely
to arrive at Rangoon, had ﬂ]'(.v!;‘;,j !f;itght have been expected ; on theside of the Ca\cuu; route. The British ln%a Steam N?\Xlgftlon Ec;}r:}-
‘ : 'y travelled to Madras u . : r have inf “the passage from Rangoon to .a ras at this
adras under : any have 1n ormed me that the Pa=sdo g
the o ‘t)ime of the year would require an extra time allowance of 1} days, whereas 1o

arrangements at present in force, ¢
12 knot steamer starti N and been forwarded the
(1) the day and hour .':t :‘i:it”;lg ; b hf)ur? afxe'r the arrival of th::-h;z;]etrgy 3
arrive at Rangoon, h fd ttlxcsc mails might have been expe in;
starting § hours aft iy ]C),r‘mm’”"d to Madsas by a s I“:_C.‘lCd to

83 s after the mail steamer was signaﬂcc{ 'm;lpgu‘d i

£ ¢ ccupy;‘ng

| 24 hours on the jo
| _ journey, the conditic |
T b . (‘3).‘ ions of onward transnussion

sage from Rangoon to Calcutta. It is not

~ contended, of course, that this additional time 1s essential for every voyage
during the south-west monsoon, but it would be required on the occasions when the

weather, which may reasonably be expected at that txme_of the year, 1S met, and
-- would have to be allowed, The matter was first under discussion in 1893, and 1
’ ‘ have again referred to the Managing Agents of the Company who noW confirm
- the necessity of this allowance being made

* extra time 18 required for the pas

oo s s et

ar o g

n. The result of the comparison i g : ' v
; HODATISON 1 , ne : ]
arrangements, that is witheut the ux‘r:szsm}-r tly as follows.  According to existi f 9. The position, therefore, may be summed up a8 follows. So faras the transit
Madras, but on the assumption made i: caz weehly ;ipcmal tram from hgénfgf‘s;"zg v of the import foreign mails to Burma is concerned, the Calcutta route, according
) ‘ dauc ause 1 of the pr S ay to ’ £ — — "
‘ k] the I {ﬁ‘CC(hﬂg para gmph. there + The mail steamers canoot always g0 UP the lrrawaddy at night time, but 10 this matter the conditions on s

( ' " gither side 8re equal.




T A e e g

wre vmpmames

o ey

A 7 1

RIEE U

RS L

L4

to_present arrangements, offers distinct advantages over the Madras route

if a special train avere regularly employed each weck to carry the Yot

mails from Bombay to Madrasat a material increase of cost to
+ Madras route could only be utilised for the regular convey
' for Burma b

. y supplementing the special train service by
which could always be relied uj ing ct

: 0N in the var ing arcumstances for whiob wobaw

i toprovide. Inmy letterto Government, No. x) 4939, dated the 28th 1«*21};&2:‘}(’33;?;&
1 dealt at some length with the considerations which must govern mail contracts f(}l:
sea services between different parts of India, and the main principle iaidA d‘m‘.,‘,
which received the approval of Government, was that the course of the
post must follow the course of trade, The power to use any i

“that might be established

N wer steamer service
' by the British India Steam Navigation Company
during the currency of the contract with that Company has been specially reserved to
Government, and the requirements of the

ir trade have led them to establis ‘
steamer in the week between Calcutta and Rangoon, which can e?t;:(l;si};at\::;g
for the conveyance of mails. Between Madras and Rangoon, however, the Come
pany’s trade has justified the use. of only one direct steamer ip the week and
the Post Office could not secure a trustworthy sea service, in witl
special train, without going out

] rth connection with the
al t 1 side the principle referred to ang inCurring a sub~
stantial increase in expense, Even if the expense of the special train and of the
-necessary arrangements for th

: ! € sea-transit were faced, the advantages of the Mad-
ras route, in the practical conditions with which we have to deal, would be more
apparent than real, as | have alrcady shown. The interests, therefore of the
mails for Burma cannot rightly be relied upon as a reason for incurring this ex-
pense. As regards the use of the Madras route for the export foreign mails
from Burma, it ‘is beyond question that this would be a disady

obviously desirable that the

' antage, and it is
. obviou same mail route should be followed in both
~directions. :

‘ Even
unport foreign
overnimeat, the
ance of the forcign mails

a direct steamer service

The Burma Government and the mercantile communit

A of Rangoon,
who have been fully consulted, do not desire the adoption of the Madras route.
The Deputy Post Master General, Burma, has been in. furthee communication
with the Rangoon Chambe

7 r of Commerce on this subject, and in a reply from
that body to his address, dated the 17th August 1897, the view alrcady expresscd

by the Chamber is adhered to. Iam of optnion, thercfore, after a careful con-

-sideration of all the circumstances, that no case has been made out for altering
the arrar.gements in force. - : ‘~

.

10. It should be added that the yearly cost of a special tr
the import foreign mails from Bombay to Madras each week,

the same conditions as the weekly special train from Bombay to Calcutta, would
be Rs. 51,610, The additional expense invclved in securing a direct steamer
service to Rangoon that could always be relied upon to run'in connection with
the special train cannot be stated, as the matter would have to be settled by
negotiation with the British India Steam Navigation Company, If a special train
were used each week in the retum direction from Madras to Bombay a further
charge of Rs. 51,610 would have to be incurred.

ain for carrying
if employed under

I have the honour to be,

: . S,

Your most obedicnt Servant,
A. U FANSHAWE,

Director General.
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