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Winter’s System of Electrical Inter-communication |

Ordered that the Secretary of State be furnished with the correspondence on the

subjeet of — in trains.
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No. 575 R., 1918 Aveust 1897.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway,
Read the following papers:—

Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for India, to His Excellene

the Governor in Couneil, Fort 8t. George, dated India Office, London, 27th
May 1897, Railway No. 1. ,

1 forward, herewith,a * copy of a letter from the Board of Trade on the subject of

* Dated 17th May 1897. the means of communication betweon

passengers and railway servants in chargo
of trains, and I request that Your Excellency will cause me to be furnished with the

information desired by the Board in regard to railways in the Madras Presidency.

Excrosure.

From F. P. HOPWOOD, Esq., Board of Trade, Railway Department, 7, Whitehall Gardens,
London, 8.W., tothe Under Secretary of State, India Office, dated 17th May 1897, No.
4996 R.

I am directed by the Board of Trade to state, for the information of Lord George Hamilton,
that they have recently appointed a Departmental Committeo to enquire whether the means of
communication between the passengors in railway trains and the servants of the company in
charge of the train at present adopted are efficient and whether any farticular system of com-
munication in use or availableis so efficient asto make its general adoption by tho Railway
Companios desirable.

i

The committee have informed the Board of Trade that they have decided to request the

leading Railway Companies in this country to furnish them with a description of the system or
systems of communication in use on their lines, and to state whether the sy,

stem is applied to all
trains or only to those running a specified distance without stopping, and especiale what has
been their experience of its working, and the committee consider it highly desirable that infor-
mation on these points should, if possible, be obtzined as to the principal railways in India.

. The Board of Trade concur in the opinion of tho committee that reports as to the practice
in that country would be useful, and I am therefore to suggest, for the consideration of the Secre-
tafby. oi State, that steps should be taken to obtain such information 28 may bo available on the
subject. :

4

Orper—No. 575 R., dated 19th August 1897.
Ordered that the Secretary of State be addressed.
[Hero enter No. gicr datod 19th August 1897.]

(True Extract.) .
(Signed)  F. J. E. SPRING,

Offg. Joint Secy. to Govt,,
Railway Branch.

Ezxd. Shaik Karlm,

L.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WOR

*

LETTER to the Right Honourable th

e —

e ————

(Copy-)

for India.

KS DEPARTMENT.

e Secretary of State

No. 2}_?, dated 19th August 1897.

FORWARDING
VWinter’'s system 0

bTd

er
copies of cortain correspondence giviNg

f electrical inte

r-communication in trains,

information regarding
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JEENISS o g S

PUBLIC WORKS DEI‘ARTMENT.

* ’____/

Lerrer—to

- T ot HoNoTRADLE THE SECORETARY oF STATE roR INDIA.

My Lo
N s Despatel, Railway No. 1, dated the 27th May
1

‘n’
With reference to YOUT Lordship's 897, we have the honour to forward,

i i i¢ ally-noted
Tettor from the Agent and Managffy Madras Raalw:y, 'too hereW),th, COPIOS Of. the n.largm 1.}7
o o atting Iongipeer for Lafwey® Madueds 29 rrespondence giving jnformation Te-

et anted 25th September 1890 oo ot . '
Laon sk Qoverumest o i X0 22 I, duted garding Winter's system of electrical

October 1898. siway, b o 4t 3 : i
1 Octobar 1898, st and Manager, Madras Bg;la‘;?>k: inter_commumcatxon in trains which has

o Consulting Engincer for “Railways ~8° . . : 1 1
10070/ 737, g PIEh August 1697, 404 enclusures been in use ont the Madras Railway since

jan Railway.
the ycar 1880, and has recently beedt adopted on the South Indian hat way

o have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servants,

(Signed) A. E. HAVELOCK.
( » ) H. W. BLISS.
( » ) J. GROSE.

OoTACAMUND,
19th August 1897,

Lxd. Shailk Karim,
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From the Acting Agent and Manager, Madras Railway Company, to the Cousulting
Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 25th September 1896, No. 9509/84 1.

 With reference to your endorsement on letter, No. 353 R.S., dated Simla, 12th
August 1896, from the Government of India, I ‘have the honour to state that
Mr. Winter's system of electric inter-communication in trains has been in use ou the

‘Madras Railway on all trains, except ballast trains, since the year 1880, and all depart-

ments have had every reason to be gatjsfied with the system. It is tested on every
train at every station after starting, or when running through, and thus forms a ready
and certain means of assuring the train staff that all is right. Failures are few, and
any that occur are necessarily brought to light at once. For the last two years they
have averaged 1 in 7,655 train miles.

9. The inter-communication forms 2 ready and cerfain means of protection for
passengers, and during the two years ending 30th June 1896, it was used on twelve
occasions to stop trains for purposes counected with the safety of passengers and
public property ; on four occasions on the discovery of fire in trains; and on three
occasions on the discovery of derangement in the rolling-stock. During the same
period only three instances have been recorded of trains being stopped owing to the
unintentional ringing of the bell, and no cases have been recorded for several years

past of improper use of the plungers in the carriages by the public.

3. In addition to giving an all-right signal when running, and thus assuring the
driver that his train has not parted, the communication is frequently used between the
guard and driver for the purpose of signalling to pull up the rear vehicles of a long
train to the platform, or to give the starting signal to the driver, when the view from
end to end of the train is interrupted, and is a means of saving considerable loss of
time, :

4. From the expericnce derived from Mr. Winter’s system on the Madras Railway
I unhesitatingly recommend its adoption on, all lines throughout India.

From the Officiating Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works
Department, Railway Branch, to the Secretary to the Governmentof India,
Public Works Department, Simla, dated Ootacamund, 2nd October 1896,
No. 836 R.

With reference to your letter, No. 353 R.S., dated 12th August 1896, T am
directed to forward, herewith, a copy of letter, No. 9509/841, dated 25th September
1896, from the Agent and Manager; Madras Railway, reporting on Mr. Winter’s
system of electric inter-communication in trains, on the line uuder his control. From
the experience gained on the Madras Railway and in the opinion of this Government
the perfect working of Mr. Winter’s system since 1880 would appear to justify its
adoption on all lines of railway throughout India. .

e

From the Acting Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, to the Consulting Engincer
for Railways, dated Madras, 4th August 1897, No. 10070/A. 737.

In compliance with the request contained in your letter, No. 2088, dated 24th
June 1897, 1 have the honour to forward herewith two pamphlets giving information
regarding Winter’s electrical inter-communication in trains.
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