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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.

| From;—The J oint Secretary to the Government of Maqu P.W. Dept., R
. . " & . . . N B "
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Depall)"tr,nen); rancb,
 Dated—Ootacamund, 30th May 1896, No. 482 R. o

" 1In continuation of my No. 857 R. of 13th December 1895, I am di
‘enquire how the case of the Tinnevelly-Quilon project now stan(is, and whlgte}(;é(r)dthtio
Government can do anything to forward its early commencement, ‘

‘ 9. T am to state that in February last the Dewan of Travancor |

. ‘ 1 I H 3 e k C €<

informed gf the terms on which the Government has recommended th: Scfxljstru"c?c'be
of the Railway by the.South Indian Railway Company ” but as yet, so far a cflli)'n
Government is aware, it has not been definitely offered to this Compan’y. s s

3. I am to request therefore that the views of the Governm R '

' . . ! ent of T

subject may be commpmcated to this Government in due course, und to ex;lx(*lolzs (;nhthe
‘that this project, which has been under discussion for 8o many years, m X ope
undertaken at an early date. ‘ , Tay now be

Aetarsa—

‘ From-—Tﬁe Resident in Travaneore and Cdclﬁn.
To—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras. - :
El)gtefimTyxvandrum; 27th July 1896, Ref. on C. No. 2304,

" Referring to your letter No. 708 of the 3rd M : : ‘ ’
request at the instance of the Dewan of Travancore, ?I:::l yltift";villlhl?; zothe gonour to
rge.know at what stage the negotiations connected with the proposed Tin‘ng?oll as to let
Railway now stand and whether. there is any prospect of the' matt evelly-Quilon
| sgpsfaetory conclusml} $00m.. The Dewan intimates that the Gov t?r coming to a
Highness the Maharajah is anxious that the project should be tak ernment of His
early a date as possible. . R aken in hand at as

ram——

; ‘Ea:tr‘act from a letter from the Agent, South Indi Twar Co. ‘ ‘
CT S m gent, ian Rasliway Co. ‘e Boa .
Co . NQ. 497, duted 1st September 1{59(?.’ fo his Board of Dircelors,

Tinﬁevélly-@,ﬁilom Railway.

T Eﬁve plac:ed i;l the pfost packet a et 7 |
b er datod 21st August 1896 |
?Itﬁ(tllil;g %‘:ﬁ;};‘;%’ﬁ‘n Il;:;; ‘i@‘:z’\y 1'9"(1150;111 to beﬁe}:’e that, proxgided the ’ofor-(:)?e%itef:;sbpi?t %Coi;
‘ ‘ mpany is secured, they will be able to floata C i o
funds for the’ construction of the Tinnevelly-Quilon Rzexili:/:?;.dt Diftéggﬁspaélg;: :"}tdClc‘)mZ?s‘sl : P
. . NQUire :—

' (1) Whether the South Indian Railway C i
(1) Wheth omps
PIOPF’S‘?(C; ;(ui(; lt!k}x tirms offGﬁyt. of Ind_ia Resr:u]):ition,}T)L\r?;.y ;&1 Ilg?é].sc(?;tf\?i go&it?ut 'alnd (work the
‘ e terms of this Hesolution are not acceptable toz‘o: will tho (.7ompl?wr111y1r§33}?n:cp 1

] 11 C ‘parco

to aceept certain modifications to th i
o e andertakon, { 0 same‘,‘ q?d if 80 on what conditions will construction aud
Should the South Indian Rai Jecido o | | L :
1 ‘ ailway Co. decido ing i i
oty e1do on acting in concert with Me st &
il g Ly b oo L o
. lor paragraph 2 VI-A. of the Governme ia Resoluti i

‘tcfurred to, a copy of which was sent to you with m; 192;:: nblflgnli‘}(;folfn‘gxﬁ %Tzfx?\(gulté?){(li proviously
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Novemher 1890, between the Secretary of State

and the South Indian Railway Company (Limited), the Company can bo required to construct on
behalf of any local anthority any such metre gange extension of the South Indian Railway as
such anthority may desire to have worked through the agency of the Company, upon terms to
be specially agreed upon in each case between the Company and the said suthority, with the
sanction of the Secretary of State. The Company proposed to be formed by Messrs. Best & Co.
can hardly be considercd as falling within the meaning of the term * local authority,” and it is
thorefore presumed that, before negotiations can be opened with Messrs. Best & Co., the Becretary

of State’s prior sanction will be required.

As the Board are aware the connection prop
known as the northern route, an alignment which, though known to traverse difficult and poor

country, has been accepted by the Gavernment of India in deference to the wish of the Travancore
(overnment. The line was surveyed by Mr. E. L. Shadbolt in 1895, who, in reporting on its traffic
prospects, considered that the weekly mileage receipts would average Rs. 137, which figure he
increased by comparison with the Podanur-Calicut section of the Madras Railway to Rs. 150.
"he first 45 miles from Tinnevelly to Shenkota is stated to traverse a fertile and productive
district about half of which lies in the valley of the T ambrapsrni, from which river it is irrigated.
Mr. Shadbolt estimates the weckly mileage receipts from this section at Rs. 250, basing this
conclusion on the receipts derived from that portion of tho Frodo Branch which traverses the
Cauvery valley. I donot ghink this basis of comparison is justifiable, for the width of the fertile

zone between Tinnevelly and Shenkota is admittedly very narrowv, probably not averaging more

than threo miles, while tho ¥rode Branch, in addition to serving a far more extensive area,

carries a large amount of through traffic. So far therefore from accepting Mr. Shadhbolt’s estimate
[ think Rs. 150 per milo per week would be the very outside limit at which tho receipts of the
Tinnovelly-Shenkota section chould be taken, The remaining 5% miles of the proposed line is
admittedly as poor as it well can be, and Mr. Shadbolt’s estimate of 1ts. 50 per mile per week is
not likely to bo too low. [ am therefore inclined to think that the following estimate of receipts

would be very liberal :—
45 miles at R4, 150 = Rs. 6,750
50 =, 2,900

#

AP

Under clause 10 of the contract of 21th

osed between Tinnevelly and Quilon is that

.
HBE 5 o m

RN .

Rs. 9,650 or an average of Rs. 94 per mile per week.

e s

Total 103 miles .

The working cxpenses of the Tinnevelly-Quilon’ Railway are certain to bo heavy. About
length of 103 miles traverse the Travancore Hills, which are crossed by

43 miles ont of the total ) :
the Ariankavu piss at an elovation of 1,140 fect. This ghit section comprises several viaducts

and five tunnels bosides involving heavy work generally, The ruling gradient adopted is 1 in 80,

" and it is proposed to use a light 414 1b. stecl rail laid on . junglo wood sleepers locally procured.

Under theso circumstances there oan bo 1o reasonable doubt that the line will be expensive both
to maintain and, work. The South Indian Railway, incinding the Mayavaram-Mutupet and

" Pondichorry Railways, has boen worked during the past three half-ycarsat an average cost of
Rs. 89 per mile per wock, and I do not think tho working expenses on the Tinnevelly-Quilon
Railway would be less. It is truo that the parent liue has a much heavier traffic than the branch
line is likely to have, and also that wood fuel would probably be cheap on the latter, but against

this baa to be reckoned tho heavy

orades of the proposed line, the feverish country it traverses,
and the liability of o mountain line to damage.

The nso of tho light rail and jungle wood
sloopers is certain to run up maintenance charges, and probably Government would insist on
renowals with more durable permarecnt-way being undertaken at the cost of revenue. Taking the
cost of working ab Rs. &0, and the gross receipts at Rs. 94, per mile per weck, the Tinvevelly- .
Quilon Railway eould not be worked for less than 945 per vont. of its gross earnings. In Gov-
ernment of India Iesolution No. 514 R.C., dated 17th April 1886, clause 8 (5) it is laid down
charges for the hiro of rolling stock shall not exceed 50 per
. eont. of the gross revenue, & restriction which remcers our working the proposed line on the terms
of tho Rosolution yuito impossible. 1 am pot sure. whether _the\(.}overument of India w9ulr1 be
disposed to modify the eouditions of the Tesolution, but [ think it not improbable, considering

the nataro of the project. 1f the Board decide to sabmit proposals outside the limits of the
‘ ( ost that an offer bo made tn constrnet the line, provided that the Com-

pany be allowed to work it at actual cost, control and sapcrvision char

- rolatively to tho cspenditures of the parent an _ 1 : ‘
3 (3) of the rosolution Lo modified to parmit of oar own tclegraph instruments, Leing used..
Under these terms the only remuneration we should receive for constructing and working the
Tianovelly-Quilon Railway would bs the reoeipts derived from the interchanged -traffic carried -

$ to recoive the early instructions of .the Bosrd, -

ver the South Indian Raitway. 1 ghall ba glad ‘
:u.l in the meantime T am informing Aloases. Dest & Co. that 1 have referred their letber vo the

Board for instructions.

ges, &o., being apportioned -
1 worked lines. I would also suggest that clause - -
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K —_— etary to the Government of India, Pub]ic Wo ! ‘
\ rks Dep'u'tmen
< tl

To—The Joint Sec
Dated—Simla. 2 rgtary to the Government of
- , No. 1304 R.C. Pt Railwa
o . ¥ Braneh, .

I am directed to aci
December 1895, fo 0 acknowledge the receipt’ ' -
. rwa pt of you
ggnevelly—Q.uilim Raﬂrvg:;g ‘:il;e’:}lil(;;’e}”léport and e}stinll‘aiﬁztg; tlk\lrg 'c85t7 R., dated 13th
and a recommendation b His K with correspondence f 0st of the pro
tion of this line be off y His Excellency the Governor i rom the Travaneore | Posed
! : Jurb
as the Travancore G ered to the South Indian Rai or in Council that th ary
: ov ailway C at the construe-
passing through that Si:tlénent may be prepared to givey 0 :::Il]]%a;z;tmth tsueh strue
~ . ion of the

- 2.1 am also t
May 1896, enquiri o acknowledge the receipt of y
n _.pofoul,‘
| Duarbar ha,ve z?ske q %Ohgg’ ithfe case of this line stagds’ranztgi;tNo. 482 R., dated 30th
have recommended its constliu()c?i]?)edbmc tlllle forms on which th;n(gi;hat the Travancore
n y the SOuth Indian Rail ‘T}rnment Of I d.
way Company, ndia

Support
rallWay

r ‘

the constructi is rai
the Travancsizgsqcit? lsn?l%)way by the agency of a Co

- the Government of Madra Y the Government of India Ianspan); under guarantee by
by ‘the Government of IS (tj[l?at it should be constructed (f o fan s Suggestion of
undertaking, ’ ndia) as an integral part " thgorgofﬁ;ﬁdsl t&’, be provided

4. The Govern ; A Hailwa
simplest plan to eHSumreenthf-Indm have come to the coneclusi '
- would be to permit a Come carly construction of this railwa usion that the best ang
11137 gla;zigr?lph 2, vi (@) of E’?lnb}lyigo\g??d% the funds under ag%g:]lsut: o Clonditions’

pril 1896 ¢ Works Departm 1 Ty, offere
share.olders of t’hﬁoﬁrg;iﬁc%'hnes’ the vaernnﬁgxgthzoliutéqn—No' ol4 R')é-; dii;:ii
capital expenditure on th tne Company the interest atI‘li 18 guarantecing to the
}mderwriting that vguarante whole length of 103 miles . per cent. on the actual
in that State ‘ ee 8o far as it relates to the coskt ) O?I:;%etshet ‘Trav?neore State
‘ . > Section o the railway

" 5. It is considered “p
administration. the Tl‘e that, with the concurre
as part of, the under:':]:?l?cog Branch Railway shgﬁ?d %fe ghe South Indian Railway
feeder. In the event of ‘tligere bth'e South Indian Railway t(())nStl]?eted. by, and worked
per cent. interest out of the net elng any surplus profits, in esze‘z ich it would act as a
gggﬁts as leay be retained by th:agz)l‘?g& it 1s propose d’that s uc;ss(;fai}ée %n;ﬁranteed 3
between the Governm ¢ overnment of India as- of the surpl
cost of the sectionseli)tfofcliI ndifl and the "[_‘ravancorelgtzie%:amntor’ Shall be divﬁlgg
respectively. - . ¢ line in British territory ansz‘ggOI:It‘lon to the capital
| 6. With regard to term, R L ravancore State
propose to Teser ge o tget;?:f for purchase I am to say that the G ‘ |
of 21 years and thereafter t‘tes the option of purchasing th ¢ trovernment of India
4 of Government of Ind; a mteryals of 10 years on the ¢ e entlre‘branch at the end
7 In the t ‘I; 1a“Resolut10n No. 514 R.C dagegrﬂstlinzntmned in paragraph
| . event of its being decid 7 pril 1896
ernment of India g decided to exercise this ri '
purchasing the secggg-lgf :’}f Ilairepargd to offer: to tho fl.‘lja?ag;lt of purchase, the Gov-
the Travancore Stato sas be ne within its territory, the G(’;‘Ore State the option of
under paragraph 4 of the ﬁ:;l?g a share of tho total purchasveernqlent of India and
cost Oth its or. soction. olution) of the whole line PrOPOrtiI:) ;‘;{’ (gs ditermined
| ould the Durbar eff 1 ‘ | e to the capital
would be given to it 1 ect this purchase a choice between the following t
- (a) The Durbar mv ork i o ‘ 8 1o courses
worked for it by th y work its own portion as an j L .
e e o by s o, S
ine, the net earning Do worked by the G of the Durbar,
India (the proprietnoé;soft}t]ﬁgegf being divided in equal :}v;gx;r;n (i)nt of India as a single
‘ | est paying section of tho branch ,r ailllxt' th{)} Government of
| “’ | ay) guarantecing ¢
i ' o 0

i
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i

{
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r, out of the Government’s share of the netea ings of the branch railway,
s will make up the Durbar’s ghare to 3 per cent. upon its outlay
f its section. '

with the permission ©

the Durba
euch an amount a
on the purchase o

8. T am to request that
will be good enough to ascertain whether the terms propos
tho Travancore Durbar and to the South Indian Railway Company,

Government of India may be favoured with a very early reply.

f His Excellency the Governor you
ed above are acceptable to
and that the

s

ptember 1896.
Railway, and to the Political Department,

Order—XNo. 791 R., dated 17th Se
for favour of very early reply.

Agent, South Indian
n Travancore,

——————

Torwarded to the
for transmission to the Resident i

outh Indian Railway.
Engincer for Railways, Madras.
ith Scptember 1896, No. 877.

\WVith reference to G.O., No. 791 R., dated 17th September 1896, T have the
honour to inform you that the proposals of the Goverument of India detailed in its
letter No. 1304 R.C,, dated 2nd September 1896, will, in so far as they affect this
«dministration, require the decision of the Board of Directors. I will refer the matter
home by the next mail, and in the meantime 1 beg to_refer you to -the paragraph
relating to the Pinnevelly-Quilon Railway in my letter No. 497, dated 1st Scptember
1896, to the Managing Dircctor. ’ ‘

9. 1 do not understand the expression *and worked as part of the undertaking
of the South Indian Railway 7 in paragraph S of the Government of India letter under
reference. 1f the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway is to form part of the undertaking of
this administration the provisions of the contract would apply, conditions which, I

From—The Agent, 8
To—The Consulting
Dated—Trichinopoly, 2

think, are not intended by the Government of India, and would probably not be

acceptable to my Board. I shall feel obliged if you will ascertain the intention of the

Government of Tndia as early as possible, as it will be necessary for the point to be

cleared up before oddress the Board of Dircctors. ‘

int Sceretary to the Government of Madras, P.W. Dept., Ry. Branch.
Department. o

* o—The Sccretary to the Government of India, Public Works
Tated—1st October 1896, No. 834 R ¥

" With reference to your letter No. 13
directed to forward copy of a letter from

dated 24th Scptember 1896. ‘
9. Tt is obscrved that the first part of paragrap

No. 1304 R.C. follows the wording of clause 9of t
of Stato and tho South Indian Railway, but it would appear
the letter that an arrangement, such as that provided form ¢

is contemplated.
'3. T am to vequest that 1

Jrom—The Jo

2nd September 1896, I am

01 R.C., dated
b Indian Railway, No. 877,

the Agent, Sout
h 5 of Goverilmeﬁt.of India letter

he contract between th
from the general tenor of

lause 10 of the contract,

may be informed what reply{shduld be given to the

Agent.
. i aemgmprna—
. \ g " .

From—The Acting Resident in Travancorce and Cochin. '
Mo—The Chiefl Seeretary to Government, Ootacamund, ‘ -
Dated—Trivandrum, 9Gth September 1896, Ref. B. on C. No. 3005. -

~In accordanco with the instructions conveyed in the papers” Tecorded in G.0
No. 480, Political, dated 18th October 1890, 1 have the honour to

copy of & communication Ihave addressed to the Dewan o

to (.0, R. No. 326, Political, dated 17thinstant.”

e Secretary

forward herewith
f Travancore, with reference
L ! i -
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EXCLOSURE.

From—The Acting Resident, Travancore. . C :
fo—The Dewan of Travancore. : ‘ : ' '
Dated—-'l‘nvandrum, 26th September 1896, Ref. A. on C. No. 3005.

With reference t? your letter No. 2.912/P.W. of the 22nd July last, I have the honour to

inform you that the Governmont of India has had under considerati
0 ! tion th:
have been put forward from time to time for the construction of the Tninn:vseel‘lr;fguli‘{gg ?{ﬁi&vﬁ?

by the agency of a Company, under guarantee by the Travancore State and by the Government )

of India; as well as the suggestion of the Government of Madras that i

(from funds to be prowded by the Government of India) as an integrailltpgrE}t:}utlgebgoc%ftfug?ed
Railway undertaking ; and has come to the conclusion that the best and simplest L1 o t -
the e_a.rly construction of this railway upon suitable conditions would be to P(g.‘r;lit g zgx 0 ensure
provide the funds, undel" the terms recently offered in paragmph 2, VI () of the R Onipa:ny to
the Government of India, Public Works Department, No. 514 R.C., dated 17th Zso ]11t1on of
for 1_)rzmch hne‘s, that Government guara,ntoeing to the shareholders of ,tho branch li pél 1896,
the mter(?s‘t at 3 per cont. on the actual capital expenditure on the whole length Hflel Ogmpfmy
and_ the 'I'ravancore State underwriting that guaarantee 80 far as it relates' tg th S miles,
section of the railway in the State. ‘ o the cost of the

- 2. The Government of India considers that with the concu : .
way administration, the ‘Pravancore Branch R;ilway should brere(;(;?sgugt]:dsgum I(Illdmn Bail-
part of, the underfcakmg of the South Indian Railway to which it would act as gj ’fand worked a3
event of there being any gurplus profits, in excess of the guaranteed 3 per cent ?Ot or. In the
the net earnings, it 18 proposed that such share of the surplus profits as ma b . nterost, ont of
 Government of India as guarantor shall be divided between the Govemmzme Iie;am‘ed by tho
Travancore State 1n proportion to the capital cost of the sections of the line i B 'ndm anq the
and the Travancore State, respectively. ' ' ine in British torritory

3. As regards the terms of purchase, the Governmen i

the option of purchasing the.ontire. branch at the end of t2?fyg;§1€;£50t%%i? f:o reserve to itself

10 yegrs_, on the terms montioned in paragraph -4 of the Resolution of the Ga er at intervals vf

quoted in paragraph 1 above. Tn the event of its being decided to exer > Government of India

the Grovernment of India would offer to the State the option of purchasin‘gsfhgh;:c?.ght, 'fh(t);vever,
ion of the line

within its territory, that Government and the Travancore State each bearing a sl f th A
shiare of the total

purchase price (as determined under paragraph 4 of the above Resolution) of the whole 1
' whole line,

roportionato to the capital cost of its own section. Sh
got‘Ween‘ the following two courses would be given to itcil-ld the Stato effect this purchasc, a choice

(a) Tt may work its own portion as an ind i 't ‘worl |
parent line on its own rosponsibility and risk. independent line, or have it worked for it by the

- (b) The two sections may be worked b

) . on 4 y the Governm : . . ‘

:ﬁ;ng};:f;s tlx?.regf being d1¥'1ded in equal shares, but the Govzrrlxgxgi:’f %)lfa %,slg':m{ile line, tho net

ment’s S}Fa r)eu; fﬁgt;f:; Zarzki:?gbrz?c?h m}:lway]) guaranteeing  to the State olut(tofo &r? réetor of
1ngs o branch railwa .out of.that overn-

Durba,r’(s share to 3 per cent. upon its outlay on the purychsz;ghofaﬁlsa;gg&m as will make up the

4. T shall ool obliged if you will kindly lot .
| el oblig ' me k ' i
to ‘the ‘Durbar.‘ The favour of a very carlyyreply‘ies rgg:o:‘;?«%her tho above torms aro accoptable

From—The Acting Resident in Travancore 1

‘rom-— . ¢ and Cochin,

‘10-7-'111? thef Secretary to Government, Fort St. (é(:grwo
Dated—Trivandrum, 12th Octobor 1896, Ref. on C. No. 3105,

" In continuation of my letter, Ref. B. on C. No: 3005, of tho 20th ultimo, T hase
y ave

the honour to submit herewith letter No. 4104/P.W., of the 29th idem, from the
y ITOmM he

Dewan of Travancore, stating that the Durbar £
) ully accepts th
(4oyernment of In@xa for the construction of the pr(}:poscdpriilxzri;efrgfno'{g?md ,by the
Quilon, and thanking 1is Exccl 1cy the Viceroy in Council and the Mad‘,’;’;“(‘;‘flvly to
' vern-

ment for the kindly interest ti m by them in the furtherance of this important
U LTS, ant

measure,

4 -
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. that, in the event of the Government of India
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ExCLOSURE.

From—The Dewan of Travancore.
To—The British Resident in Travancore and Cochin.
Dated—Trivandrum, 29th September 1896, No. 4104, P.W.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Ref. A.on C. No. 3005, dated 26th
ing the final views of tho Government of India on the question of the proposed

in§tant, communicat
railway from Tinnevelly to Quilon, and inquiring whether the proposals therein contained are

acceptable to this Government.
] In reply, I bog to inform you
in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of your letter quite sat

that His Highness’ Government consider the terms set forth
isfactory, and they fully accept the same. Imnote

deciding to exerciso the right of purchasing the

line under paragraph 4 of tho resolution of the 17th April1896 quoted in your letter, it would
on within this State and deal with

be_open to His 1lighness’ Government to purchase the secti
it in the manner indicated either in clause (a) or clause (b) of paragraph 3 of your letter.
“wi ¢t of the early accom-

His Highness the Maharaja views with great pleasure the prospe
plishment of this long desired project which he feels would greatly promote the further develop=
ment of his country and materially contribute to the increased prosperity and well-being of his

the Viceroy and tho Government of Madras

people, and he is sincerely thankful to HisExcellency
for tho kindly intorest taken in tho furtheranco of this important measure.

"
Order—No. 377, Political, dated 24th October 1896.
Communicated to the Public Works Department. ‘

PR

Secretary to the Government of Madras, P.W. Dept., Ry. Branch.

From— The Joint
orks Department.

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Public W
Dated—Madras, 10th November 1896, No. 954 R.

With reference to the concluding paragraph of your letter No. 1304 R.C., dated

2nd September 1890, Tam directed to forward copy of a letter No. 4104 P.W., dated
99th September 1896, from the Travancore Durbar, forwarded to this Government by
the Rosident in Travancore and Cochin, in which the proposals contained in your

‘lotter quoted above are aceepted.

9. The views of the Agent, South Indian Railway, will be elicited on receipt of
a reply to a letter from this Government, No. 834 R., dated 1st October 1896, in which
information is requested regarding the intention of paragraph 5 of Government

of India letter No. . k

———

From—The Sccretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department.
To—The Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras, P.W. Dept, Ry. Branch.

Dated—Calcutta, 30th November 1896, No. 1802 R.C.

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 834 R dated 1st

October 1890, forwarding, for the orders of the Government of India, cOPY of letter

from the Agent of the South Indian Railway Company in regard to the conditions

for tho working of the proposed Tinnevelly-Qui
taking of the South Indian Railway.”
"9, In roply, I am to say that the ter

lon Railway “as part of the under-

ms proposed are a8 ingluded under clause

10 of the Contract, dated 24th November 1890, botween the Secretary of State for
India and the South Indian Railway Company, and are contained in Government of
India Resolution, No. b14 R.C, dated 17th April 1896, as referred to in Public
Woiks Department letter No. 1304 R.C., dated 9nd September 1896, and that the
reply of the Railway Company 23 regards the construction and working of the

rinnevelly-Quilon Railway 18 awaited:
- - . Co v ———

Endorsement from the Consulting Engiﬁecr for Railways, Madras,ﬁ
"7 dated Sth Deeember 1806, No. 3919. . . o

South Indian Railway, with rcfcrcncé to his Tetter .

Copy forwarded to the Agent,

No. 877, dated o4th September 1890 .
| \

-
»
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Lrtract from Agent’s letter fo his Board, dated Tth April 1897, No. 52%.
"Pinnevelly-Quilon Railway. :

TWith refercnee to the paragraph on this subject in vour letter No. 183, dated 22nd January

1897, I understand that the Doard desire to be informed—
(¢) In what manner it was propoeed to ascertain the cost of working on the lines sug-

gested in my letter No. 514, dated 30th December 1896. ‘
() Whether w orking expenses might not be based on a percentage of gross earnings, subject
to o minimum charge per mile per week; and what, inmy opinion, the percentage and minimum

AR

~—~—

CORRESPON '
NDENCE BETWEEN THE AGENT, SouTH INDIAN RarLway, anp m1s Boarp or D
IRECTORS.
Extract from Agent’s letter to Lis Board, dated 30t/ December 1896, No. 514
| ‘ y AYO0. .
Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway.

In continuation of my letter No. 5 :

acket 0. 502, dated 7th October 1896 .

ll’n e, egpf;)ﬁncg tﬁtteﬁ Noi 1802 R.C., dated 3Uth November 18’916 lﬁgga E’ﬁi"éd in the post

Toaneselly-Quilon R agi'lnera terms on which it is desired that this C;)mpan sh OYSmment of

that the Company sho 137%“ The Government of India’s proposals, as I unger : uld work the

to b spocizm; aw}; o uld be callod upon to construct, maintain and work tho fe ds and them, are
, creed upon with the Secretary of State, and that the conditions 0? P(;];'}ag: 0111] tgrzxg;

- graphs 3 (:

and 3 () of Government ia Ci
insisted upon. I have?riln (I)xflyIﬁi;Zrotlcfc;iirI&O'tgl’ﬁ (11{ E d c}aﬁeél N S o A
i it wo e o 0 work - 497, a?nzai § heptqmber 1896, already recorded weekly charge per mile should be. L . . .
:he cusion it wo should oy offerfo work wnd meinis ::1 uil o‘“; 'tI:‘mn ovelly-Quilon Railway on (¢) Of fuller details respecting the contingency of the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway not
ho additional traffic ereated on the South Indian Railway by the %bll':?wl‘;vililng ’ t%‘e_ﬁ.receipts ront P e ot it o o |
" This traffic is nob Tho first point ie explained in Jetter No. A. s dated 6th April 1897, from the Chict
offer the following

ith ; and, as rega 1ds the second, I have to
ard desire to frame an agrecroent which will protect
tho Company against loss, irrespective of the value of the oxtra troffic derived from the feeder
line; and L have, thereforo, omitted the consideration of such derived traffic, although it is a factor
which justifies 1iborality on the part of the Company. The Board’s proposal is designed to safe-

nard the undertaking against 10ss, except in the case Where the traffic is so large that the cost
o working is moro than the minimum charge per mile per week and g0 small that the amount
reoeived from gross earnings on & percentage gasis would not cover working exponses. 10 the
case of the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway, however, the lowest charge per mile per weck which we
could, with safety, accept until the weak points of the line are known and made sccure, i8 80
high that it will determine the working expenses ; and the contingency of insufficient payment
from gross earnings docs not enter into practical “consideration with customary percentage rates.
Tn dotcrmining the mipimum charge per mile pe at which wo should offer to work the
branch line, 1 proposo to assume that the carrying capacity hauled per mile is half that of the
and this amount I do ot think could be reduced if the public is to e properly

Auditor, a copy of which is sent herew

ik o he 1 . .

ikely to he much, with a feeder railway having so poor prospects, and whose most remun ti
erative

remarks. It 18 assumed that the Bo

portion is parallel to our main line and less tha i i
i : n 40 miles distant. 1 ini
gﬁékxﬁlgctg; Sbivaﬁlgi %h;:oigli ::igjges'tbtlha:ilwlaem possi?le, actual expendi&geezféﬁguég tt:lgegxcsfm O«f
hat, ; ; ssible, the division i ol
lines Ishvggl«lidue lgased on th‘el.r respective-train mileng(;)o Ie;e{g ?a%lft;?m})etween tho paront and fecder
beon madlel fox?;)‘zilti I(l)ut :haku in the esti‘ma.tes for the Tinnevolly-Qailon Railway n isior
oo Tae o for t% stock. If the South Indian Railway is to provide itys ; Pr{)'“smn' o
should be o o Ra i?w%z?ﬁxséx:r:z lgll;s Cogxp:':néof fair interest charges on its éagi(izllava igvmxgﬁ
h ‘ g, abou per cent. ‘on the half-y s carni
;];;1;;2?1 50 I{)ch'rgsgt;a}r)zxi‘ni;ngrxieg: tho capital invested in rolling stock ar:g. ftl}lggg%gmgirfossqonrnn;g:s
) ) , o
based on g percentage than 6 per cont. should not be asked forp f)ronintl::
The contingency may ariso of the Ti )
o Tinnevelly-Quil i ing 1 i

expenses, and the Company should bo protected agai{’lsb ‘lléscsmarilzfr:}gwf?:m? gﬁlSP ggslg He working

’ — ‘ undertaking,
: ) , , sorved. On this railway the averagé cost of working per mile per woek for tho past four half
Extract from Doa s letter to their Agent, dated 22nd January 1897, No. 183 - years was Rs. 89, made up a8 ander :— ° ) | P
‘ T O L. ’ Abstract A. Maintenance - - e e Rs. 1962
‘N.th, s | innevelly-Quilon Railway. | SRR . . B T,ocomotive Expenses , 0271
ith your No. 514, dated 30th Decemb ] ' Y ., ©. Carriage and Wagon Expenses e 1027
R.C, dated 30th November 1896, from theué :‘17'61896, you forwarded copy of a letter No. 1802 \ L :, D. Traffic Expenses T :: 1361
which it is desired that the Com h rnment Of India explam'mg the reneral t ‘ ‘, % ' - B Gcneral Charges ; 11-40
Tn vour letter No. 497 pany should work the Tinnevelly-Quilon Rail general terms on \ ' ' ” + Mi £ ‘e - v
abov . {t tﬁ 0. k74, dated 1st September 1896, and sgain i N B S » @& Mlsgellaneous Expenses  wr o e 7 146
above, you offer the opinion that this Company mig gain in your No. 514 referred to ’ [ : S . —
the basis of actual cost ;—control, mpmisign a";én;*t’,}; $ work and maintain the line in question on N I o Total o « » 8900
the parent and branch lines on the basis of their res er ?.‘-’"'—‘eml_dmr_g% being apportioned between Vo . . e S .
Tn making this suggestion you pr bably had pective train mileages per half year. b ‘ ‘ 1 understand from the Chief Fngineer that, on the T}nnevelly-leon Railway, there are
{he Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railv?rray Coing;réﬁﬁds thf agreement entered into by l ;3 goveral oxtremely hoavy La‘nks apd cuttings, which, according to the estimate, are insufficiently
’ eptember 1884, for working the ! Ei : cimtbcgt&d;t b}}ctﬁ ever’; grzfugl.ng that_ t'chsso ftttultf.s‘ :rfe; .{emeﬁdéncconstr&ctu?}x, 1them czil'lrllfbi no
i oubt that with works © \is magnitude extensiy ilures must occur unaer the arge rainfall on
' The uncertainty of the experditure ¢Xt mainte-

v

 the west of India during the south-west monsoon. ‘
mmending the working - of the line, so far as is

" pance largely decided me in originally reco

possiblo, on tho basis of actual expenditure. T do pot thiuk it will be safo to ceimate the

maintenance expenditure of the’ "innevelly-Quilon Railway ab less than Rs. 85 per mile per
93,730 for the half year on the whole line, and it

week. 'Lhis provision wou 4 amount to Rs.
allowed up in reparing one corious accident. AS

might easily happen that this sum would be 8% ) :
L iy that the ghat sectiont will cost as much per mile per

i | regards I comative expenditure, T estimal
week as on tho undertaking, and on other sections about half this sum, 8
{ho adoption of au avexazy figure of Bs. 99, Carringe and wagon expenses, bearing in mind the
ghit working, will ‘probably be somewhat more expunsive proportionzﬂly tha on the undertak-
‘ing, and T suggest }15. ¢ por mile per week as @ fair ostimate.  Traffic expenses, il CONEEQUENLS
of the feverish neture of the 1ill sections, paug

t of «ick leaveare ountingencics whiel

Rajfautanu—\hlwa. Railway, which i
A , which is on an actual cost basi
on sross earnings. L thi i s asis, general charges bein i
of the worked Do diﬁer;sfiurmlts}e be correct, it is proper to remark that ién that ct": apt}ilOrtloned
of the wo line & om that of the working Company, and {hat tho act 8¢, L1 gaugoe
31;41;;;36 ?ol‘yorl'm’%hls" thequore, more readily and more accuratel aqcertair?abiic ;lﬁl expenditure
able to elimisgtewgs ’f;;‘ ;‘;‘;C()I:S?gfeg?uge of the parent and brane lines is ideni?inalan II% Fh?l o 1
: % rom any worki AT e 18 desix- ;
be o source of disputi. ! y working arrangement, all conditions which might
‘But, apart from the foregoing, the Di
. going, the Directors do not think that :
assist any Company that may be formed fo i 1ab such a hasis of working woul
2 r carrying oub the proposed railway i KIng wou d
;netn}fi f Ocl;ga:lglgo t}{(zﬁl%:ﬁ%ﬂiy capital ; and as the Board are dcsi]rous of aidznatz tlh[tm thilr e j
‘il?fornzinwthom " hotl;l risk to the interests of their own sharcholders, the “de i " timo, so far
i’ S\W"Wo&" ihe 1;1 v:ﬁ i?l :tmanor you cgntemp]aifcd ascertaining tho actual co{;t ofm\l;i)rtk]'at, Fhib ‘s
ghmgg“i Qe}cégﬁm of the glf Oz:r::rf;[ilr?eq g?nts}llde'lf ~and report whether, subjéct to a llz%u;gl;ﬂ:: ‘ ? ndal moun
e, o age of , ‘ o Ti dlon T ; ] . and a large amou
a fair basis on }VX}lch this Company mig%t consent :on e\;rrilile};t(f}kuélzg hfle};n}ght not be quoted as e - . at Rs. 1ﬂhper mile per week, belvg 50 per cent. oyer tho proportion 0
opinion that minimum charge per mile per week and that percentag “}? r 11t,‘“ and what in your . n L o General charges smight fairly be taken' at Rs. 6 and mircellaneons X
e should be. : - .. . per week.- Unrthezfe_ﬁgures‘t,h(e limiting cost per wmile per week amoun

-
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, must be allowed for. ' T estimate the cost
£ half our own expenditure.

penses at Re. 1, per mile,
ts to Be. 80, as below:— o

- bb; - B:Su - 35 ”\

The Directors observe that you state that tho conti ; 5

. . ) N e ntingency mlght arise of 3 . ,E - .

“«l‘(:n}mlt IR&lleW}f (I‘}Oft pay;ln.g its Worklzlg. expenses, and that this Company shoﬁggbrrmneveﬂy- - ‘ _Abstract Ao Maintenance | - .- U e ey TTeee .

against loss arising rom this cause. This would appear to bo & matter to bo dealt be protected PR ‘ R | 2 Locomotive Fapensca e’ o e e et RS

terms of the working agreoment aro being considered in detail, but tho Board celﬂ “thh when tho P ", G Carriage and Wagon ,Expe“"’csr""‘ L e A

you more fully on this point. i rd desire to hear from g "7 -D. Trailic Expenses ... s I e A LU

‘ 5 N . General Charges L. T A TR e e T 6 oo
iy " (. Miscellancous Expenses la’ e 07 JRTIERCEN N E

Ll e w8

g e e = = -

§ .

SRR bt
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nd therefore reeommend

t be high, as frequent transfers of staff, high salaries N
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The minimum charge of Rs.. 80 per mile per woek will exceed
earnings which weo could roa&sonably proppose untli)l tho traffic attains a v:{?l}(; t)pferlc{?tlag? chrgrqi3
per weck), a contingency which, from our present knowledge of the prospects of the '.[‘inlz)levnl)l1 ;
Quilon Railway, appears extremely remote. "With every desire to treat the branch line as libee« 1{-
as possible, I do not see how we could in justice to this Company reduce maintenance ch; dﬂy
before the line has been opened for about five years. On expiry of this period when the v*orkrﬁes
become consolidated, and weak places located and strengthoned, I think maintenance Irvxixrht }i)ls
lowered to say Rs. 20 per mile per week. By this time however traffie will have matgrifﬂle
developed, causing increased expenditure under Abstracts B, C and D, so that it will noi‘. loy
possible to lower the total mileage charge to the full extont of the maintenance reduction f

therefore think a figure of Rs. 70 per mile per week might be adopted as the minimum charge
ge .

“after the branch has been opened for five E i i

afte ! ) years. Iven with this decreased amount, the mile
'limit would govern work1ng. expenses until the traffic reached a value of about Rs.’m(l)e];:;lﬁﬁ:
. per week. | From these considerations it is practically immaterial, financially, what percentage of
- gross earnings is quated for working expenses. I would therefore suggest, in response tg the

Board’s references, that we should offer to work tho Tinnovelly-Quilon Railway on the same -

percentage of ‘gress earnings as obtains on this undertaking and its worked lines, subject to a

minimum charge of Rs. 80 per mile per week for the first five years after the opening of the line

. for traffic, this minimum ' to be reduced to Re. 70 mil < i '
ffie, r ¢ Re. 70 per mile per weok on expiry of th -osal
5 five years rolling stock either to be provided by the branch line, or a chafgeyof 5 poer ﬂig}ll(;ﬂ’l;i
: iclho capital valuo of suc}1 stock as may be agreed upon as neacssary for the working of the braﬁcil
Line, to be paid by. the Tinnevelly-Quilon to the South Indisn Raiiway. ? ‘

My remarks regarding tho necessity for protecting the Company against loss i ‘
the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway failing to pa)?its Worl?ing expangos &er% martieovi?tll? t?&aeof'(;gt OE
drawing attention to a 1ot improbable contingency. and to tho consequent loss to this Cox‘ll a :
unless the deficiency in receipts was mado good, Tho proposals of tho Government of Iz’xd]ijf‘zl}y

-its Rosolution No. 514 R.C., dated 17th April 1596, provide for tho recoupment of worL:' nr:
expenses by a recovery of 50 per cent. from' the gross earnings of the foeder railway, it b gn:‘
evidently considered that balf the gross carnines plus tho valuo of the traffie derive?ir’ fromeltrllm
branch is ample remuneration to the parent line., No doubt in many cascs this arrang "
would be equitable, but in connection with the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway it would entaif(ﬁment‘
loss on the working Company. The contingencies of a feeder line not paying expenses, a egv');‘
the parent line asl.nng for remuneration in excess of gress earnings, have not been consi:iernd o
tho above Resolution; and, as consequently no provision is made for payments which canngt 11)1;

met froni earnings, it seems desirable for the Board to be reliably assured that such sums ag may

-+ be due under the working agreement shall be duly paid.

‘ “Ezlract from Board’s letter to ﬁe}eip Ayenf, South Indian Railwﬂy, dated 1811 ‘Ju‘ne‘ ‘1.897 "Vo 193
‘ . L s . o , A ; s g 4Y0, -

o Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway.

_With reference to. Government of India letter No. 1802 R.C,, dated 30th No;/embéf 189¢,

explaining the general terms on which it is desired that the South Indian' Railway Company

» should work. the proposed, Tinnevetly-Quilon Railway, tho Board, aftor full considoration of the

’ . subjoct, and of the views expressed in your letters No. 51 :
oAt Apeil 1667, antharal > ) ers No. 514 of 30th December 1896, and No. 528
- ,‘ Tudia to tho folloéving affeet.you t(‘)’ replyﬁ to ‘the’above mentioned letter from the Gjovo‘mmont of

The Board are willing to consider favourably any terms of working ywhich may reasonably

" bo ealeulated to secure the South Indian Company from actual loss on workivg, and to give somo

4

- chance of participating in profit when made, They thi i
- chane ting 11 nade. They think that the charge for maintens ~
bo its actual cost, exclusive of any portion of the salary of the Chief Engineer and hicsn ggfceeﬁ.‘h.ozlﬁ’ ‘

‘ ,cz‘,\‘nt.“of the gross receipts of the Tinnavelly-Quilon Railws sduet 5 :
oyttt Tl Ry, roluilo o 45 or cont. i th

+ "Agan v i i ‘ ‘
; alternative suggestion the Board would favourably entertain tho question of construct-

. 1oz the portion of t! oposed line i K ,
. uu?leftaliiﬁg. : he proposed line in, British vtervutury as a 1'?“ft of the South ludian

+ . other items of expenditure, including the use of rolling stock, to be covered by a charge of 50 per -

T i

proposed line in British territory as a part o

- actual cost of maintenance exclusiv

- gettloment of the matler.

 Order—R. No. 201, Dolitical, dated 15th Jily 1397,
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From—The Agent, South Indian Railway.
To—The Consulting Eungineer for Railways, Madras.
Dated—Trichinopoly, 6th July 1897, No. 689.

With reference to the correspondence terminating with your endorsement
No. 3919, dated 8th December 1896, I have the honour to inform you that the Board
of Directors have instructed me to reply to the following effect. The Board are
willing to consider favourably any terms of working the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway
which may reasonably be calculated to secure the South Indian Railway Company
from actual loss, and fo give some chance of participating in profit when made. The
Board think that the charge for maintenance should be its actual cost exclusive of
any portion of the salary of the Chicf Eungincer and his office. All other items of -
expenditure including the use of rolling stock to be covered by a charge of 50 per
cent. of the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway, reducible to 45 per cent. if the Tinnevelly-
Quilon Railway supplies its own rolling stock. As an alternative suggestion, the

Board would favourably entertain the question of constructing the portion of the
f the South Indian undertaking.

Telegram from—The Sccretary to the Govt. of India, Public Works Department.

To—The Joint Secretary to the Government of Madrus, P.W. Dept., Ry. Branch.

Dated—25th May 1897, No. 869 R.C. | S
Your letter numbered and dated as follows, 954 R., dated 10th November last, |

Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway. When may a reply be expected to my letter pumbered -

and dated as follows, 1802 R.C., dated 30th November last. Please expedite.

Toint Sccretary to the Govt. of Madras, P.W.Dept., Ry. Branch.

Telegram from—The Jon! ‘
"To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department.

Dated—8th July 1897, No. 6 A. : | ‘

Your No. 869 R.C. Reply from Agent just reccived. ' States that Board will
consider favourably any terms of working Tinnevelly-Quilon which will secure South
Indian Railway from loss and give some chance of profit. Board proposes to charge .
e of salary of Chief Engineer and his office ; all
other items of expenditure including use of rolling stock to be covered by charge of
50 per cent. of Tinnevelly-Quilon gross receipts; or asan alternative will construct
British portion of line as part of South Indian Railway undertaking. Letter follows.

From—The Acting Resident in Travancore and Cochin.
To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras. L
Dated—Camp, Cape Comorin, 5th July 1697, Ref. on C. No. 184 L.

0., R. No. 377, Political, dated the 24th October 1896; T have.

+ Referring to G. ‘ ) ‘
{he honour to forward, herewith, copy of letter No. 2418 P.W., dated 28th ultimo, .

from the Dewan of Travancore requesting me to move Government in view to au early
decision being arrived at regarding tho Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway projcet. - I may add
that the Durbar is very disappointed that, after all conditions have been arranged and
acéepted, nothing has yet been settled by tho South Indian Railway Company. ..

| - “ ENCLOSURE. ; e

~ Trom—The Dewan of Travancore. ‘

"l'o—The Diritish Resident in Travancore and Cochin.
Dat;ctihv—Triszndrtxln,,28th June 1897, No. 2118_P.\V. o S A
" "I havo tho honout to remind you of my letter No. 4104, dated the 29th September 1896, .
regarding the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway. . I'need hardly say that the project is one of deep -

intorest to 1lis 1lighness’ Governme!
I roquest, therefore, you will bo good encugh

P

" Communicated to the Public Works Departmen

t-in’c‘onti‘ngatiou’ of :G.‘Ol., | R L
No. 377, Political, dated 24th October 1896, S : .

ment and tlat they” are anxious” for its speedy accomplishment.. -
to move the British Government in view to an early ». © - -
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From—The Agent, South Indian Railway. |
'} o—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.
Dated—22nd July 1697, No. 753. ‘

Tn continuation of my letter, No. 745, dated 20th July 1897, T have the honour
to inform you that I have received the following telegram from the Managing
Director :— ‘ .

: ¢ Hven assuming somo delay in commencing work, Board are willing to undertake en bloc the
three lines Madura-Pamban, Palghat-Dindigul, British portion Tinnevelly-Quilon, as integral

portions of South Indian; also construct Travancore portion at cost and work same at 50 per
cent., provided first two years’ maintenance charged to Capital. Comuunicate Government to

ensure consideration Simla Conference in August.”’ :

2. T presume this telegram is in reply to the message I wired at your request and
of which' T sent you a copy in my letfer above quoted, although it does not deal
specifically with the matter raised in Government of India letter, No. 837 R.C., dated
20th May 1897.

3. Will you kindly communicate the Board’s telegram embodied in the first
paragraph of this letter to the Government of India in time to admit of its consideration

at the approaching Railway Conference.

Télo;rram from—Tbe Seerctary to the Government of India, Public Works Department.
To—The Joint Seeretary to the Government of Madras, P.W.Dept., Ry. Branch.
Dated— 14th July 1897, No. 1192 R.C.

" Your letter numbered and dated as follows, 427 R., 1st instant. Please expedite
~ reply to my letter numbered and dated as follows, 837 R.C., 20th May lust, paragraph
two Madura-Pamban.

Telegram from—The Joint Seoretary to the Govt. of Madras, P.W. Dept., Ry. Branch.

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department.
Dated—OQotacamund, 23rd July 1897, No. 17 B. ‘

Your wire No., 1192 R.C., fourtcenth instant. Agent, South Indian, has received
- following wire from Board. Begins. Even assuming some delay in commencing work,
Board are willing to undertake en bloc the three lines Madura-Pamban, Palghat-
. Dindigul, British portion Tinnevelly-Quilon, as integral portions of South Indian ; also
construct Travancore portion at. cost, and work same at 50 per cent., provided first
two years’ maintenance charged to Capital, Communicate Government to ensure
 consideration Simla Conference. Message ends. Views of this Government shall be
- communicated as early as possible. A

~Orber—No. 531 R., dated 5th August 1897,

- 'The Resident in Travancore and Cochin will be informed, in reply to his letter

(. No. 184 1., dated 5th July 1897, that the views of the Dewan of Travancore have,

_ been communicated to the Government of India with certain propssals for considera-
tion at the coming Railway Conference to be held this month at Simla.

‘2. The Government of India will be addressed. 7
[Here enter No. 532 Ry., dated 5th Angust 1897.]
“ (True Extract.)
- Francis J. K. Srring,
, Joint Sceretary,
- To the Agént, South Indian Railway,
-, Political Departmont. :

Exd. C. M. Thumbneawmy.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

7 Railway.
Lerrer—{from
. Fraxcss J. E. Sermvs, Ese., cLE,
Joint Secretary to the Government of Madms,r
Public Works Dejarihzent,
Railway Branck
To o | ’
Tre SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT AF INDIA
i - “ ) ‘ ’

Pusric Works DeparTuent
Bixr, |

) With reference to the correspondence on the sub'c; 7 . ‘
gﬂi‘:&ﬁsndm% with your telegram Ne. 869 R.C,, date%i (gle()fzgii ?\i;nefggyﬂuilqn‘
conflrme ;on 0 Enyltelegram No. 6 A., dated the 8th July 1897, I a};n d;7’ and in
B (gﬁoy .](') a letter f_rom the Agent, South Indian Railway Compan e to
‘ 6th uly 1897, in which certain proposals for workin thp ¥ N~0 - 689,
made by his Board of Directors. - § tho extension aro

- 2. A later letter, however, has been received from the Age

. §Zond1g “113)' }18%7(,1 t(;11" which the subsﬁance was communicatedgt;1 t’ycl)\tI]O.iZ 5:33)’ %aied the
lett:er an(i, wa't; fe 23rd July 1897. I am now desired to forward a COY ¢ etgrar.n
Lett vi,ews , v ith reference thereto, to communicate the following remark py o t-h 18

of this Government. ° 533 expressing

3. As regards the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway, the C ’ s to cone
thetBrmsfh l[lmrtwn, v1z.,.the 45 miles from Tinniirct;n; %?)méjlitggai gggr.;ssto construct
533 lt(;n 0 tte St(;mtk}: vlnﬁdlan Railway, Eresumably‘ with State Guarante,ed Daeli) nicgral
and o c‘onts ru.ch the Travancore portion, 581 miles, at cost price, and to Wen]tu3~es;
per cent. With a special provision for the cost of maintenance for the first tw“cf ; ;grat
§ years.

4. As regards the DBritish portion, His E > i
the opinion 9xp1'e§sed in my lﬁadura,- gﬁb];;c(il(}’cct?x{ylggb 5%0(; egl ng Thgouncil is of
unless the exigencics of the general railway programme for all India hlb 1((11ate, e
1mp9351ble to allow the Company to raise State Guarunteed Debenturessu 0;1' 1 ;nake .
| expx};'y of, say, another two years, it will for all reasons be far fprefeml?l I 3 e
ISn}?t 01(1 oi financing the extension should be adopted, in order thut thc; s:ctiolgt e
Ra?ﬁ?r‘a;ts;s?eﬁ fo?;; :I; h?lffégﬁxl part, for capital and working, of the South IIlll(Ii)i;I(;
ystem. esc exigencies caus !
the extension to be  considerably delaye?i, until ctﬁeag;oﬂgﬁnﬁf?ZQt \V0¥k bo
_programme foreshadowed in the Hon’ble Mr. Trevor’s Memoml;lum (& Zlﬁotrl1 ({I' o
1897 perimts of work qutmde that programme being begun, this Governmexlt ; var(lzh
heg that the South Indian Railway Company be given every encourawcmentlt “fo oy
a subsidiary Cpmpany, to be financially coupled with it through thecr(‘bate (?hlorm
of tho Resolution No. 514 R.C. of the 17th April 1894, Uis lﬂxcellenéy in Co(nrlxscqsl‘
strongly deprecates the entrusting of the British scction of the extension, which ils
for ull intents and purposcs a portion of the South Indian Railway Cump:my”s sy&em
to an outside branch line Company not directly promoted by the parent Compan_‘;'. .
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5. As regards the Travancore portion of the extension, the Government of India
gre in possession of the Travancore Government’s acceptance, communicated 1n my

Jotter No. 954 R. of the 10th November 1836, of the terms proposed in your letter
No. 1304 R.C., dated the 2nd September 1896, viz., that they should underwrite the
i)rnposed Government of India’s guarantee in so far as it applies to the section lying
within their State. There would px‘esumably be no opposition on their part to a sugges-
tion that they should similarly undervwrite 2 corrcspgnding British guarantee offered to
a branch line Company owning the Shenakotta-Quilon Section only; and this course,

would be preferable to the offer to a Company of a direct Travancore Guarantee, which
‘ §°4 per cent. at the least. As the South

P e lata

would probably have to be at the rateo .
w propose to work the Travancore Section at 50 per cent. .

Indian Railway Company 10
of reeeipts, the guarantecwou
merely a nominal one.
6. 1 am desired to forward herewith a copy of a let
July 1897, from the Acting Resident in Travancore ai
letter from the Travancore Darbar, in which they strong
of this railway being soon taken in hand.
7. In conclusion, I am instructed to say that Iis Excellency the Governor of
Madras in Council is very anxious to see this important extension brought to a prac-
tical issue. The comparatively low place allotted to the Tinnevelly-Quilon line in the
programme of preference which accompanied my letter No. 332 R. of the 10th May
1867, must not, as indicated in paragrap 2 of that letter, be taken as a measure of
the importance attached by this Government to its early completion ; because the.
places allotted in that programme to the several projects were governed as often by

consideration of expediency as of actual preference.

P . :
1d in all probability after the first two or three years be

ter No. 184 1., dated the 5th
d Cochin, giving cover to 2
ly urge the importance of

I have the honour to be,
Sir, .
Your most obedient servant,

Fraxcis J. B. SPERING, .

;[ oipt Secretary.

QOTACAMUND,
~ $th August 1897,

xd. 0. M, Thumbugawmy.
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From—The Agent, South Indian Railway. .
To —The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.
Dated—Trichinopoly, 6th J uly 1897, No. 689.

With reference to the correspondence terminating with your endorsement
No. 3919, dated 8th December 1896, I have the honour to inform you that the Board
of Directors have instructed me to reply to the following effect. The Board are
willing to consider favourably any terms of working the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway
which may reasonably be calculated to secure the South Indian Railway Company
from actual loss, and to give some chance of participating in profit when made. The
Board think that the charge for maintenance should be its actual cost exclusive of
any portion of the salary of the Chief Engineer and his office. All other items of
expenditure including the use of rolling stock to be covered by a charge of 50 per
cent. of the .Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway, reducible to 45 per ceat, if the Tinnevelly-
Quilon Railway supplies its own rolling stock. As an alternative suggestion, the
Board would favourably entertain the question of constructing the portion of the
proposed line in British territory as a part of the South Indian undertaking.,

From—The Acting Resident in Travancore and Cochin.
To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras.
Dated —Cawmp, (ape Comorin, Hth July 1597, Ref. on C. No. 184 1.

Referring to G.0., R. No. 377, Political, dated the 24th October 1896, I have
the honour to forward, herewith, copy of letter No. 2418 P.W,, dated 28th ultimo
from the Dewan of Travancore requesting me to move Government in view to an early
decision being arrived at regarding the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway project. I may add
that the Durbar is very disappointed that, after all conditions have been arranged and
accepted, nothing has yet been settled by the South Indian Railway Company.

Excrosurs.
From—The Dewan of Travancore.
T'o—The Btitish Resident in I'ravancore and Cochin.
Dated—Trivandrum, ¢oth Juno 1597, No. 2418 P.\V.

I have the honour to remind you of my letter No. 4104, dated the 29th September 1896,
regarding the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway, I need hardly say that the project is one of deep
interest to His Hignness’ Government and that they are ansious for its speedy accomplishment.
I request, therelore, you will be good enough to move the British Government in view to an early
settloment of the matter.

From—The Agent, South Indian Railway.
'to—The Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras.
Dated—22nd July 1597, No. 753.

In continuation of my letter, No. 745, dated 20th J uly 1897, T have the honour
to inform you that I have received the following telegram from the Managing
Inrector ;— ‘ :

“ Even assaming some delay in commencing work, Board aro willing to undertake en bloe the
three lines Madura-Pamban, Palghat-Dindigul, DBritish portion Tinnevelly-Quilon, as integral

portious of South Indian; also construct Travancore portion at cost and work same at 50 per

cont., provided first two years’ maintenanco charged to Capital. Communicate Government to
ensure consideration Simla Conference in Angust.”’

2. 1 presume this telegram is in reply to the message I wired at your request and
of which 1 sent you a copy in my letter above quoted, although it does not deal
specifically with the matter raised in Government of India letter, No. 837 R.C., dated
20th May 1897. o ' ‘

- 3. Will you kindly communicate the Board’s telegram embodicd in the first
paragraph of this letter to the Government of India in time to admit of its consideration
at the approaching Railway Conference, -
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South Enytay %ailﬁag Company, Eunited,

A J
No. 49T, : L ’ GENT's OFFICE,
' /’ Drickinopoly, 1st Seplember, 1896.
Sir, /

Since writing my last letter No. 496, T have not received any communi-

~._cation from you.

I have this day received your memorandum of documents sent by book
post on the 14th August, 1896, together with the documents therein referred to.

NEW W O‘ il KS.

The sanction of Government has been accorded to the fg%lowing Works: —

(1.) Adding “Quter verandahs to the Drivers’ guafte;:s atd pjmofe station,
Rs. 1,230, chargeable to Capital. ‘ T

These permanent verandahs are being added ,in licu of théﬁ ;utlxs‘ightly
temporary ones erected by the occupants, and will add much to the comfort of the

quarters,

Revenue, New Minor Works. , ﬂ

These benches are much necded for tho convenience of the travelling

publie,
(3). Additions to the Station Master's bungalow af, Va’llupzé‘a:ﬁ Junction s_tdtz'bn,
Rs. 929, chargeable fo Revenue, New Minor Works. o (

These additions are necessary to adapt this bung;:xlyoﬁw (hitherto _ocdupiéd
by a Nativo Station Master) for the -accommodation of the European-Station

Master, now posted to the station.

(4). Providing @ Refroshment Room at Negupatam station, and equipping the
same with furniture, &e-, Rs. 1,234, chargeable to Capital. B
The want of a rofreshment room at Negapatam has been serionsly. felt

by tho travelling public and as it is found impossible to release any of the sta-

tion rooms for the purpose, it is \

room will, in the uncertainty which now exists regarding the station arrange-

ments at Negapatam, be of a temporary character. . . = |

TINNEVELLY—QUILON RAILWAY.

T have placed in the post packet a letter dated August 21st, 1896, from
Messrs. Best and Company stating that the firm have every reason to ‘beliove that,

will be able to float a Company and raise the necessary funds for the construction
of the Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway. Messrs. Best and Company also enquire:—

1. Whether the South/Iﬁdian l{z;{iway C;)mpany will consent to construct
and work the proposed line in terms of Government of India Resolution

No. 514 B, C. dated 17th April, 1826,

Q). DProviding 79 additisnal Benches for the use of passengers in the 3rd class
Waiting sheds, and on the platforms, at cerlain stations, Rs. 830, chargeable to

necessary to erect a new building, The proposed |

operation of the South Indian Railway Company is sccured, they
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o Tfthe terms of this Resolution are not acceptable in'toto, will the Cf)mpany
2 be prepared to accept certain modifications to the same, and if so on
whgt conditions will construction and working be undertaken.

3

o ~ The working expenses of the Tinnevell
be heavy. About 43 miles o
! Travancore Hills, which are cr
: feet,

‘ - £}
Should the South Indian Railway Company decide on acting in concert |

ith Messrs. Best & Co. on terms mutually acceptable, they proposo to form a
with Me hich will receive an absolute guarantee of interest under para 2..V[. A. .
Cf(') !tlill;al()%{):r‘;r:linent of India Resolution previously referred to, a copy of which wus j
0

y-Quilon Railway are certain to
ut of the fotal length of 103 miles traverse  the
ossed by the Ariankavu Pass at an elevation of 1,140
This ghat section comprises several viaduets and five tunnels besides

T Esnprw N

by involving heavy work generally. The ruling gradient adopted is g, and it is pro-
. No. 484 of 2nd June, 1896, . . , o posed to use a light 41}ths steel rail laid on jungle wood sleepers locally procured.
sent to you with my letter No ; P o v() bet tl : 3 Under these circumstances there can be no reasonable doubt that the line will be
e e o e ot Tuloey Company, ;18'9 ! ‘E’}O‘m N | expensive both to maintain and work. The South Indian Railway including the
£ tary of State and the South Indian Railway Company, ]E'"mted’ the Company i - Mayayaram-Mutupet, and Pondicherry, Railways has been worked during the past
| Secrg ary uired to_ construct on bekalf of any ‘Loca Authonty. any euch Jnetro i ] three half-years at an average cost of Rs. 89 ver mile per weel, and I do not think ;
. Lan '?:;?énsioll of the South Indian Railway as §uch Authority may . fleslrf’»q:o { the working expenses on the Tinnevelly-Quilo. Railway would be I'es's.. Iti is true
gange €3 ked through the Agency of the Company, upon fcerfns to A})? specially i -that the parent line has a much heavier traffic than the branch line is likely to -
gpe g éécz enso Between the Company and the said Authority with the (4 have, and also that. wood-fuel would probably be cheap on the latter, but against
agree.d e tary of Btate. Tho Compuny piopised o oo e .by f. o . this has to be reckoned tlié heavy grades of the proposed line, the feverish countr
i ot i G By b e e ut tot, befors mosneh i it traverses, and the liability of a mountain line to damage. The use of the light
Messrs. BeSt‘aEd (Jlozlprfllii(; v, ? and it-is therefore presumed . that, beforo negocia- } rail and jungle wood sleepers gt certain to run up maintenance charges, and pro-
ol e el v , ‘ he Secretary of State’s prior {
| 1 . Best and Company, the Secretary p |
tions can be opened with Messrs ‘ |

bably Goyernment would insist on renewals with more durable perminent-way ;
. i oty , being undertaken at the cost of Revenue.
. . : . e SR A o o L ; -
sanetion will be required. ‘ e :

| ~ Taking the cost of working at Rs. 89, :

‘ ; ' I . ™ And the 'gross receipts at Rs. 94, per mile per” weel, | the Tinnevelly-Quilon”

. . »""Ag the Board are aware the connéction proposed betfveen Tinnevelly and - Y ‘. Railway could not be worked for less than 943 per cent of its gross earnings. In
oA ho Northern route, au alignment which, though known to . * Governmont of India’ Resolution No. 514 R.-C. dated 17th April, 1896, clause 3 '
Quilon is that known as tho (:;r has been accepted by the Government:, of India 15) it is laid down that working expenses including charges for the hire of rolling
traverse difficult and poor B0 TY.r ancore Government. The line was surveyed . : stook shall not ' exceed 50% of the gross revenue, & restriction” which ‘renders our
in defercnce to the WlSlll of the. l‘}i.v in reporting on its traffic prospects, considered " l Wo;kiﬁg the proposed line on the terms of th: Resolution qnite impossible’ - 'T am'
- byMrE.L ‘Shq(}ttolt N ]89-5’ N lld' ﬁvérrfig‘eDRs. 187, which figure ho incrcased V' ( not sure whether the Government of India would be disposed to. modify ths con- -
' that the weekly I,nllllei%e rg:;ﬂﬁg?ucaﬁéut-‘- section of the: Madras Railway to- z} ditions -of the Resolution,
" by comparison wit e - H

‘ but I think it not .improbable considering the' nature .
of tho project. If the Bjard decide to submit proposals outside the . limits of the

Resolution, I would suggest that an offer bo mado fo construct the line’ iﬁrévidg‘"@ )
w - = . that.the Company be allowed to work it at actual- cost, -control ‘and supervision

“ chargas, -&e., being apportioned relatively to the expenditures of the parent and
worked lines. I would also suggest that clause 3 (3) of the Resolution be modi-
fied to permit of our own telegra

: T Bk AR -om Tinnevelly.to Shenkota :is stated to traverse a
1{8.'150‘: 'Thflﬁ::itvtod;z;?:tf;%?d;rllln?f of xzhich lies iti the ‘Vt:lle‘yT of the Tax.nbra-

) fel‘tﬂ_e - pr(l)l' uh river it is irrigated t Mr. Shadbolt estimates the weekly mﬂefxge

partl, from W uihis section atDBs. 250, basing this qopclugign\on the receipts
re??lPtS_, Nfromt}iat ortion of the Erode Branch which traverses the Cauvery Valle.y. .
2??3%:;%:& thif basis of coihparfis@h: is justifiable for the ‘width™ of the fertile *

e v e

ph instruments being used. Under these terms
no between Tinnevelly and Shenkota is_admittedly very narrow, probably not
. zone v

the -only remuneration we should - receive for " constructing- and - working the

| b . ‘ ' Tinnevelly-Quilon Railway would be the receipts derived from theinterchanged -
verawinie more than three miles, while the Eiode Branch, in adfl}Flon to serving a A . traffic carried over tho South Iﬁd‘isg R;til_wq;t. » ‘]\fcgsjhall.l_)e glad to receive the carly
;-“;.e::ieixtens'ive area, carries 15rée'a'xnohnt of throqgh trafﬁc.:l—-so far tllierefoig ' instructions of the Board, and in the 'mgantxml? IBam‘ informing Messrs. Best gn_d .
ar moms s i timate. I thir 150 per mile per week -wou ‘a Company: that I have referred their letter to the Board for instructions. =~
- : 1t’s estimate, I think Rs. per mie =gl 3 pany: , L " e
from acceptlng Mr. Shadbo . ‘1 int of the Tinnevelly—Shenkota . B P S R
outside limits at which the receipts o . ‘ e e e
:Eci?:nv:ﬁfum be taken. The remaining 58 miles of thQ P#QI;";:‘I 51(;“9 1 f‘ldn;::r | BROKEN JOURNAL AT TINDIVANAM ON 24rx JULY, 1896.
. g ATt Qhadh "estin er mile ‘ -
4 i be: and Mr. -Shadbolt’s estimate of Rs. o0 p ;
tedly as poor as it well can be,

ok is not likely to be toolow. I am therefore inclined to think that the following
we

" On arrival of No. 59 Goods train at Tirdi
. P .
estimate of receipts would be very liberal:—

_ vanam station on the morning
of 24th July, 1896, the journal of the right léadin

1 M g axle ‘of “wooden" high sidéd

! truck No. C. 46 was found broken at the point shown on the ferrotype copy of a '
- : - , Re. | 1; sketch of the axle, which Isend in the packet.-. <%, - - -. . . i,
i @ 150 — 6,750 R e ¢ The Acting Locomotive Superintendent “attributes the breakage to wear
- : o ‘ 0 2,900 é and tear, and givos the following part;qulars — - ERE Coet

- ‘ — Dimension of axle - 3} 1nches at the centre, and 4} inches at the sides.
Total 103 Do.  of journal - 6% inchés X 23 inches
e e .‘- . Yeal‘ Of l’eceipt -‘uo‘ - ove see 1874.’ e
or an average of Re, 01 per mile per week. Do of issue ... . 1875.
Makers’ name J. Armstrong & Co.
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l\ BLANK RETURN TICKETS. ‘
\ "
As ﬁve hundred tbousand blank return tickets ( estimated to cost’ .£ 24)
will be reqmred in connexion Wxth the forthcoming Mahamaoum I’dstxval at
Kumbakonam, I have applied for, and obtained, the sanction of Govexnment to
thess being obtanged prior to the submission of an Indent in due form for the

same, and shall be', glad if these tickets, a sample of which I sent by the mail of

the 25th Augnst 1896 can be obtamed and sent out as early as posexble

It is also very necessary that the ten million txckets indented for in

Indent No. 37, vide Contract No. 426, be sent aut as soon as poss1ble, 80 that the

.1’ )
»

pnntmg of them can be put in hand.

#1

CLAIMS ARBITﬁATION COMMITTEE OF SOUTHERN INDIA.

Refemng to the paragraph under this headmg in my letter No. &44 of
‘the 27th of August, 1895, I send in the packet a copy of the Minutes of a Meetmg -

heldatPoonaon the 30thofJu1y, 1896 DR . S e

’ B T
oy “
T VR

COMMUNICATION IN TRAINS L

_‘,T

. With reference to the paragraph on thxs subJeot in your letter No 163 |

of tne 17th of January, 1896, and in substztutwn of the Estimate sent with' my

letter No. 491, I forward in the packet an Estimate, amounting to Rs. {B,u74 |
chargeable to Capltal for ﬁttlng Winter’s System of Electric Inter-commumcatxon “

to 20 Locomotives and 137 Coaehmg vehlcles, and shall be glad to, receive the

sanctxon of the Board of D1rectors to the proposed expenditure. - ': i .. ¢ i -

BENT AND MAINTBNANCE OF TELEGRAPH WIRES

, ‘Tsendinthe packet a copy of Government of Indxa Resolution No. 183 '.l‘
R dated the 10th August, 1896, notifying that, with eﬁ'ect from the 1st of January,

1897, the charge to be levled by the Government Telegraph Department for the -
rent and maintenance of wires supplied shall be Rs. ..——3—0 per mile per mensen

instead of Rs. 2——8——0 as at present.

STAFF.

First Assistant Trafic Manager Mr. I, Davies, Referrmg to the para-

: greph on this snbject in my letter No. 492, .I have to inform you that this officer

sailed from Madras in the 8. 8. % Goleonda ” on the 29th of Auﬂ'ust 1896, having

availed hmeelf with effect from the 28th of August, 1896, of the three months’

leave granted to him,

REVENUE AOOOUNTS.

: In the packet I send the Revenuo Accounts of the. South Indxan, and
‘.X\V{I:iyavamm Mutupet, Railways for the month of Junc, 1896.
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A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION. a

To ’
THe JOINT SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMEN:I‘ OF
' MADRAS, PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
: RAILWAY BRANCH.
Simla, the 2nd September 18g6.

SIR,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 857 R., dated
13th December 1893, forwarding the survey report and estimates of the cost of
the proposed Tinnevelly-Quilon railway, together with correspondence from
the Travancore Durbar, and a recommendation by His Excellency the Governor
in Council, that the construction of this line be offered ¢o the South Indian Rail-

" way Company with such support as the Travancore Government may be pre-

pared to give for the portion of the railway passing through that State. :

2. T am also to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 482 R., dated joth
May 1896, enquiring how the case of ‘this line stands, and stating that the
Travancore Durbar have asked to be informed of the terms on which the Govern-
ment of India have recommended its construction by the South Indian Railway

Company. ‘
3. In reply I am to inform you that the Government of India have had under
consideration the several proposals that have been put forward from time to time

‘for the construction of this railway by the agency of a company under guarantee

by the Travancore State and by the Government of India, as well as the sugges-
tion of the Government of Madras that it should be constructed (from funds to
be provided by the Government of India) as an integral part of the South Indian

railway undertaking. .

4. The Government of India have come to the conclusion that the best and
simplest plan to ensure the early construction of this railway upon suitable con-
ditionsywould be to permit a company to provide the funds under. the terms
recentlyl offered in paragraph 2, vi; (a{ of Public Works Department Resolution
No. 514.R. C., dated 17th April 1896 for branch lines, the Government of India
guaranteeing to the share-holders of the Branch Line Company the interest at
3 per cent. on the actual capital expenditure on the whole length of 103 miles,
and the Travancore State underwriting that guarantee so far as it relates to the

cost of the section of the railway in that State.  ~ ‘
5. It is considered that with the concurrence of the South Indian Railway

Administration, the Travancore Branch Railway should be constructed by, and : SR

worked as part of, the undertaking of the South Indian railway to which it would
act as a fecder. In the event of there being any surplus profits in excess of the )
guarantecd 3 per cent. interest out of the net-earnings, it 1s proposed that -such
share of the surplus profits as may be retained by the Government of India as’
guarantor; shall be divided between the Government of India and the Travancore

.
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© State in proport'xon to the capital cost of the sections of the line in British
territory and the Travancore State respectively.

6. With regard to terms for purchase’l"am to say that the Government of

India propose to reserve to themselves the option of purchasing the entire branch

at the end of 21 years and thereafter at “intervals of 10 years on the terms

mentioned in paragraph 4 ‘of Government of India Resolution No. 514 R. C,,

dated 17th April 1896

. 7. In the event of its being decided to exercise this right of purchase, the

Government of India would be prepared to offer to the Travancore State the op-

- “tion of purchasing the section of the line within its territory, the Government of

. Indiaand the Travancore State each bearing a share of the total purchase -price
- (as de»termined‘{mdeg. paragraph 4 of the Resolution) of the whole line propor-
. tionate to the capital cost of its own section.

o 'Shoulii the Durbar efffact, this purchase a choice bet\;veen the foilow'mg two'

__courses vgould be given-to it :—
" (a) The Durbar may work its own portion as an independent line, or have
SR it worked for it by the parent line, on the responsibility and at the
~ risk of the Durbar.

(b) The two sections ;nay be worked by the Government of India as a

-~ .

single line, the net earnings thereof being divided in equal shares,

but the Government of India (the proprietor of the_best paymng
section of the branch railway) guaranteeing to the Durbar out

‘o 7 “ofthe Government’s share of the net earnings of the branch rail-

i way such an amount as will make up the Durbar’s share to 3 Per
. cent. upon its outlay on the purchase of its section. :

8. lam'torequest that with the permission of His Excellency the Governor
you will be good enough to ascertain whether the terms proposed above are
gidceptablé" to the Travancore Durbar, and to the South Indian Railway Com-
pany, and that the Government of India may be favoured with a very early reply.

1 have the honour to be,
' SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

| L Colondl, R-E.
. ~ Secretary.

' 8

" . Documents accompanying.

Nil:‘./ “ o : : /
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