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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.
Read the following papers::—

Note by the Coliector of Nilgiris, dated 22nd September 1896. ‘
Lotter to Agent and Chief Kngincer, Nilgiri Railway, dated 14th Octobey 1896, No. 1820
Endorsement from the Local and Municipal Department, dated 24th November 1896, No. 1 3'7&

”» » . L oy e s 0 ” 2nd December » » 1444
Letter to Agent and Chief Engineer, Nilgiri Railway, » 10th . . 3956
Endorsement from Collector of Nilgiris, dated 23rd December 1896, noor )

” » _»__16th January 1897, N.D.
Letter to Agent and Chief Engincer, Nilgiri Railway, dated 19tl:1J anuary 1897, No.

220

225.
» 280,

” ., ”»

?” 13 ”
Lottar from Major-General Tillard, dated 30th April 1897,
Lotter to » BT » 1st May " No. 83-D,
Noto by the Collector of Nilgiris, » 16th Jupe ,,
Letter from the Agent and Chief Engincer, Nﬂgm'Rallway, dated 21st Juno 1897, No 1280
Memorial from the Merchants, Tradesmen, Professional men and House owners of’Ootz.xc I
without number or date. amund,

Ozpez—No. *F R., dated 25th June 1897.

QW ST

et e R RS

Tiis Excelleney the Governor in Council, after an interview with ) .
atives of the residential and trading community of Ootacamund, h::r::;llregresent_ o
the site for the OQotacamund terminal sta.tio.n at Metucherry. The Cénsuhinuv%n t(_) fix e
for Railways will give the necessary intimation to the Agent ang Chicf £ gineer. ... ¥
Nileiri Railway Company, and will call upon him to furnish plans of R

“for the final approval of Government. - the St?tion sm’\
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,» the Revenue epa:rtt_ne.znt.‘
", the Collector of Nilgiris.
" tho Local and Municipal Department.
. Major-Genoral Tillad, =
’ Messrs. Leishman & Co., Nilgiri Brewery, - .
» R . Ootacamund, and others.
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- ,,_h_~., o . | To - | |
| HIS EXCELLENGY SIR ARTHUR HAVELOG, |
e " ‘:f_‘ o, | GIGIIIEI, GIGIMIGI’

B Governor of Fort §t. George, in founcil.

THE MEMORIAL OF THE MERCHANTS,
TRADESMEN, PROFESSIONAL MEN, AND
HOUSE OWNERS OF OOTACAMUND..

,.
~d =

iy VAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY.

Your Memorialists understand that the extension of the Nilgiri Railwa
to Ootacamuad will shortly be sanctioned and work commenced, and that an early
decision upon the site of the Station is contemplated.

2. Your Memorialists are aware that two sites, by Kandal and Bishops-
down, are strongly advocated by some officials as the best available for the puz-
pose, but Your Memorialists beg most respectfully to protest against the selection
of either of these sites, on the following grounds, among others : —

Ny

(4) They are situated in the one case 2 miles and in the other 1 mile
' from the centre of the business and residential portion of Qota-
camund. If, therefore, goods are to be delivered by the Railway at
such a distance from their destination, it would probably pay
merchants snd traders to cart the whole way from or to Coonoor,

a distance of only 11 miles, and not use the Railway at all,

R g s

(b) 'The approaches to both sites are inconvenient, while some pass
through an unsightly and squalid village ; and, as regards the
Bishopsdown rite, the frequent passage of carts would tend
greatly to spoil one of the finest and most frequented drives in

-

Ootacamund.
: (c) One of the pngitions at least would be very exposed to the S. W, {\
é’é, I Monsoon, during w}nch numbers of visitors, and many others
’ 6‘{_‘ S having business arrive at or leave Qotacamund, Large consigne-
) E a1 ments of goods and baggage are received or despatched, and
f‘ Eﬁ‘o 7 LQ { much grain and supplies are brought in to meet the special needs
/ of the season’s visitors, their servants and horses, and the many
4 followers who are then attracted to the Hills.

Ootacamund for its visitors to arrive in a very exposed or wn-. -
sightly locality, from which they could only reach the prineipal
residences and hotels with inconvenience and discomfort and by
hired conveyances. v

fi, . @ 'It would be prejuriicial to the gomeral welfare and reputation of

M‘/

(¢) It will entail considerable loss on all concerned, whether in res-
pect of the baggage of the travelling public and of those con-
nected with the Government, the mails, specie, and the goods of
merchants and traders generally, which together would form the
principal traffic, to be compelled to pay the cost of transport to
or from a needlessly distant Railway Station.

I S r e arion f Do ST
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(f) Your Memorialists fear the line may not be built at all if obsta. -
cles are interposed to interfere in any manner with the facilities’
of the company for sccuring traffic, which would result from the
avoidable addition of heavy cart hire to the Railway freight,
thereby making the cost of transport prohibitive, and interposing
serious disabilities upon those desirous of using the Railway.

|
!

3. Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray that both these sites, ov
any equally distant and inconvenient site, may be rejected in favour of some cen-
tral site, to which access from all parts would be easy and convenient. ‘

; 4. Your Memorialists have been informed that the Consulﬁng Enginecr
J‘”Z‘ for Railways has suggested a site adjoining the Willow und on its North Western
extremiby,dwhich, your Memorialists admit, would, to a great extent, fnlfil their

requirements.

5. They, however, humbly suggest a more desirable site can be found in
the open space at the foot aud to the west of Jail Hill. Though Your Memorialists -
are aware that it has bee_n reported to Government that the compensation payable
; to acquire this site and 1ts approqch tyould be somewhat .h‘emty, yet, thgy venture
! respectfully to submit, that, even 1f this be so, the outlay isinsignificant in compari-
son with the great permanent benefit \vhlgh Woul.d be cogforred on .Ootacamund, and
; that the opportunity sh_ou]d not be lost, to acquire a piece of void land together
i with a highly unattractive portion of the Meetoochery Bazaar, and to develop and
i improve the same for the benefit of the settlement generally. :

And Your Memorialists will ever pray.
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