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RAILWAY.

 Gobernment 118073 of Aladras,
PUBLIC WORKS.

Smar——

. Enclosures
1897.
Regd. pers
N G.0., No. 343 R, 13th May 1897.

MAY.

Nilgiri Railway
i ! ort of inspection of the —,
Ordered that the Senior Government Inspector's repo . of ¢
be forwarded to the Government of India end to certain officers for information




2 No. 343 R, 18t May 1897,

A S g s s e =

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.

Read the following paper : —

Roport of an inspoction of the Nilgiri Railway, mado by tho Senior Government

Railways, Madras, during the month of April 1897, Tnspostor of

OrpEr—No. 343 R., dated 13th May 1897.

Ordered that a copy of the inspeetion re ' :
‘ the 1nspee cport be forwarded to the
India and to the undermentioned officers for information :— o Government. of

(1) The Agent and Chief Engineer, Nilgiri Railwa
(2) The Examiner of Railwa; Accounts, d

[Here enter No. 344 R., datod 13th May 1897.]

(True Extract.)

»

Under Secretary to Government,
Railway Branch.

To tho Agont and Chiof Enginoor, Nilgiri Railway
»  Kxaminor, Guarantoed Railway Accounts,

Exd. T. K. Naragana Aiyangar,

L ST e s py s TSR

NILGIRI RAILWAY.

Merre Guace, 163 Mites.

Report of an inspection made by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Madras,
during the month of April 1897,

The inspeetion was made on April 15th, 16th and 17th in company with the
Company's Agent and Chief Engineer, and of his officers over their respective sections.
On the 16th I inspected from Mettuppdlaiyam to Kullar bridge, by train and trolly;

on the 16th, from Coonoor to Hillgrove station on foot; and on the 17th, also on foot,

from Hillgrove station to Kullar bridge.

9. The chief significance of the present report lies in its probably being the last
before the line is offered for inspection prior to opening for traffic. I shall there-
fore lay special stress upon those matters which scem to me to demand attention before
permission for opening can be accorded. The inspection reports of 1895 and 1896
give very full details of construction and of progress; so I shall, on the present
occasion, refrain from repeating these details. :

3. T shall now cndeavour to give a general bird’s eye view of the state of
progress throughout the line, udhering, as in previous reports, to the division of the
line into the following sections :—

I. Coonocr to Runnymede one s .. 3 miles.
T1. Runnymede to Hillgrove e 3
It1. iligrove to Adderley ... e 3y
IV. Adderley to Kullar ... .- e 3y
V. Kullar to Mettuppélaivam ... o . 42,

4. State of Progress— Formation—Section I, practically completed, except that
steps must still be taken to cure the slips in the cuttings at chains 65, 87, 98, and 144,
Section 1T—Some cuttings still remain unfinished, mostly those in which there is a
core of rock ; two months, however, will see these through. Some cuttings, notably
those at chain 170, 241, 264 and 270, are likely to give trouble and will need special
treatment as experience during the coming rains may dictate. Section III, from
Hillgrove, chain 305, to chain 407.—There are perhaps two or three months more of
work to be done on several cuttings, one or two of which will need special attention.
From chain 407 to chain 447 a good deal of work still remains unfinished and it will
be fully, as I judge, four or five months before these 40 chains are ready for the
rails. It is here, at chain 411, that is to be found perhaps the most dangerous
cutting on the line ; it shall be referred to in detail further on. There are, perhaps,
two months’ work on the formation between chain 447 and Adderley, chain 490.
Section 1V.—Between Adderley and Kullar there is no unfinished work which two
months more will not see through. Section V, from Kullar to Mettuppdlaiyam, is

ractically finished. Bridging.—Masonry between Coonoor and Mettuppilaiyam is,
T think, about nine-tenths finished. Two months more ought to see the end of the
bridge masonry, but there will probably be some revetment work to be done all
through, and after, next rains. Owing to the practical impossibility of road transport
for heavy weights, girders cannot be got into place until rails get up. Tunnels.—
Except at tunnel No. IX, of which some 80 feet are still in heading, all tunnels are
finished, with the exception of some work which 1 shall refer to in detail later on in
this report. DPlatelaying.—Except for a short break in a cutting, platelaying has
been completed from Mettuppdlaiyam to the Kullar bridge, and about 30 chains more
have been done between Runnymede and Hiligrove. "The work is of so special a
nature that the best progress of a platelaying gang will probably never be greater
#han three chains por day, and it may scarcely average two.

e emi
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10. Probable date of opening.—1 think it most unlikely that the Nilgiri Railway can

be offered for opening before the end of March 1898, unless the Engineer-in-Chief i8
at once given a free hand to carry out the works which, in the above paragraphs, I have

stated to be essential for the public safety. If there is no delay in his receiving the
pecessary sanction, it may perhaps be possible to open on the 1st of January 1898.

11. Eztension to Ootacamund.—In a fow days 1 hope to make an inspection of the
route contemplated for the extension

> to Ootacamund, and to advise about the site for
the terminal station at that place, a much vexed question which has been greatly
exercising the minds of those locally interested.

F. J. E. SPRING, M. Insr. C.E,, M. Aym.Soc. C.E,

(OTACAMUND,
Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Madras.

91st April 1897,
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NILGIRI RAILWAY.

Merere Guacg, 165 MiLEs.

sori of an inspection made by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Madras,
Bepo 4 during the month of April 1897.

The inspection was made on April 15th, 16th and 17th in company with the
Company's Agent and Chief Engineer, and of his officers over their respective sections.
On the 156th 1 inspected from Mettuppélaiyam to Kullar bridge, by train and trolly;
on the 16th, from Coonoor to Hillgrove station on foot ; and on the 17th, also on foot,
from Hillgrove station to Kullar bridge.

9. The chief significance of the present report lies in its probably being the last
before the line is offered for inspection prior to opening for traffic. I shall there-
tore lay special stress upon those matters which seem to me to demand attention before
perission for opening can be accorded. The inspection reports of 1895 and 1896
give very full details of construction and of progress; so I shall, on the present
occasion, refrain from repeating these details. .

3. T shall now endeavour to give a general bird’s eye view of the state of
progress throughout the line, adhering, as in previous reports, to the division of the
line into the following sections :—

1. Coonocr to Runnymede s e eee 3 miles.
TI. Runnymede to Hillgrove e B
T11. Hillgrove to Adderley ... e B3y
1V. Adderley to Kullar ... _ e B 4
V. Kullar to Mettuppalaiyam ... oo o o 43 5

4. State of Progress.—Formation.—Section I, practically completed, except that
steps must still be taken to cure the slips in the cuttings at chains 65, 87, 98, and 144.
Section 11—Some euttings still remain unfinished, mostly those in which there s a
core of rock ; two months, however, will see these through, Some cuttings, notably
those at chain 170, 241, 264 and 270, are likely to give trouble and will need special
treatment as experience during the coming rains may dictate. Section III, from
1Lillgrove, chain 305, to chain 407.—There are perhaps two or three months more of
work to be done on several cuttings, one or two of which will need special attention.
From chain 407 to chain 447 a good deal of work still remains unfinished and it will
be fully, as 1 judge, four or five months before these 40 chains are ready for the
rails. 1t is here, at chain 411, that is to be found perhaps the most dangerous
cutting on the line; it shall be referred to in detail further on. There are, perhaps,
two months’ work on the formation between chain 447 and Adderley, chain 490,
Section 1V.—Between Adderley and Kullar there is no unfinished work which two
months more will not see through. Section V, from Kullar to Mettuppélaiyam, is
practically finished. Bridging.—Masonry between Coonoor and Mettuppdlaiyam is,
I think, about nine-tenths finished. Two months more ought to see the end of the
bridge masonry, but there will probably be some revetment work ‘to be done all
through, and after, next rains. Owing to the practical impossibility of road transport
for heavy weights, girders cannot be got into place until rails get up. Tunnels.—
Except at tunnel No. IX, of which some 80 feet are still in heading, all tunnels are
finished, with the exception of some work which I ghall refer to in detail later on in
this report. Platelaying—Except for a short break in a cutting, platelaying has
been completed from Mettuppdlaiyam to the Kullar bridge, and about 30 chains more
have been done between Runnymede and Hiligrove. The work is of so special a
nature that the best progress of a platclaying gang will probably never be greater
than three chains per day, and it may scarcely average two.
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NILGIRI RAILWAY.

MEerere Guace, 163 MiLes. .

Report of an inspeclion made by the Senior Government Inspeclor of Railways, Madras,
during the month of April 1897.

The inspection was made on April 15th, 16th and 17th in company with the
Company's Agent and Chief Engineer, and of his officers over their respective sections.
On the 15th I inspected from Mettuppdlaiyam to Kullar bridge, by train and trolly;
on the 16th, from Coonoor to Hillgrove station on foot ; and on the 17th, also on foot,
from lillgrove station to Kullar bridge.

2. The chief significance of the present report lies in its probably being the last
before the line is offered for inspection prior to opening for tratfie. I shall there-
fore lay special stress npon those matters which seem to me to demand attention before
permission for opening can be accorded. The inspection reports of 1895 and 1€96
give very full details of construction ard of progress; so I shall, on the present
occasion, refraia from repeating these details.

3. T shall now endeavour to give a general bird’s eve view of the state of
progress throughout the line, sdhering, as in previous reports, to the division of the
line into the following sections : —

1. Coonorr to Runnymede . miles.

3
I[. Runnymede to Hillgrove eoe vee . 3,
ITI. Hillgrove to Adderley ... e 3,
1V. Adietley to Kullar . e ems . 3
V. Kullar to Mettuppélaiyam ... o 43

”

4. Stale of Progress.— Formation.—Section I, practically completed, except that
steps must still be taken to cure the slips in the cuttings at chains 65, 87, 98, and 144.
Section 1I—Some cuttings still remain unfinished, mostly those in which there is a
core of rock ; two months, however, will see these through, Some cuttings, notably
those at chain 170, 211, 26+ and 270, are likely to give trouble and will need special
treatment as experience during the coming rains may dictate. Section III, from
Hillgrove, chain 303, to chain 407.—There are perhaps two or three months more of
work to be done on several cuttings, one or two of which will need special attention.
From chain 407 to chain 447 a goud deal of work still remains unfinished and it will
be fully, as I judge, four or tive months before these 40 chains are ready for the
ralls{. It is hor:e, at chain 411, that is to be found perhaps the most dangerous
cutting on the line ; it shall be referred to in detail further on. There are, perhaps,
two months’ work on the formation between chain 447 and Adderley, chain 490,
Section IV.—Detween Adderley and Kullar there is no unfinished work which two
mODt!]S more _W1ll Dot see through. Section V, from Kullar to Mettuppdlaiyam, is
practically finished. Bridging —Masonry between Coonoor and Mettuppilaiyam is,
I think, about nine-tenths finished. Two months more ought to see the end of the
bridge masonry, but there will probably be some revetment work to be done all
through, and after, next rains. Owing to the practical impossibility of road transport
for heavy weights, girders cannot be got into place until rails got up. Tunnels.—
Ex.cept at tunnel No. IX, of which some 80 feet-are still in hesding, all tunnels are
finished, with the exception of some work which I shall refer to in detail later on in
this report.  Platelaying.—Except for a short break in a cutting, platelaying has
been completed from Mettupdlaiyam to the Kullar bridge, and about 30 chuins more
have becn done between Lunnymede and Hillgrove. The work is of so special a
nature that the best progress of a platelaying gang will probably never be greater
than three chains per day, and it may scarcely average two.
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