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Sir,
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DV GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION. <.

Tue Ricut HoNourasLe H, H FOWLER,
Her Majesty's Secretary of Stale for India.

Simla, the 2nd July 18953,

SIR,

With Lord Kimberley's despatch No. 70 Railway, dated 3rd August 1893,
copies of certain letters from the Board of the Southern Mahratta Railway
Company, relating to an offer to construct a railway on the metre gauge from
Bezvada to Masulipatam, were forwarded for our consideration and such action
as might be .desirgble. ‘ ,_ .

"""" ~g~Béloré “coming to any decision on the proposals of the Company, we

considered it advisable to invite the opinion of the Government of Madras

~ thereon, and to obtain further information both as to the prospective traffic of the’
proposed branch line and in regard to the capabilities of Masulipatam as a port.

. We have now the honour to forward a copy of the reply of the Madras
Government giving the information required by us.” It will be observed that an
opinion is expressed by that Government that, even if the terms proposed by the
Southern Mahratta Railway Company for the construction and working of the
line, as detailed in the schedule accompanying railway despatch No. 70 of the
srd.August 1893, were otherwise approved, the conditions mentioned in para-
graphs 13, 14 and 135 could not be accepted. In that opinion we concur.

4. Irrespective, however, of the suitability or otherwise of the terms referred -

to in the preceding paragraph, and the doubts expressed by the Government of
Madras as to the reliability of the traffic estimates now furnished, we would re-
mark that we do not regard the construction of the Bezvada-Masulipatam railway
as a matter of urgency, and in view of the possibility that its construc-
tion might have the effect of checking the development of traffic on the
Easf” Coast railway, and of creating demands, whichit might be difficult to
satisfy, for expenditure on the improvement of the port of Masulipatam, we
would prefer to wait till the projects for the connection of the East Coast rail-
way with Calcutta and Madras, now under consideration, are more advanced
and their effect on the course of trade more apparent, before deciding how the
needs of the Masulipatam delta may best be served, or committing ourselves
to the construction of the proposed branch asa part of the Southern-Mahratta

railway system. ’
We have the honour to Be,
SiR,
Your most obedient and 1:mble Servants,
(Signed) ELGIN.

GEO. S. WHITE.
ALEX. EDW. MILLER,
H. BRACKENBURY.
J. WESTLAND.
’ A. MACKENZIE.
" A, C. TREVOR.
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