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t ' ' " : :f.' T.h.o.Clnml;er have heard that Governmecat coutcraplate dividing the East Coast
) i .. Railway iolo 2 sections, and handirg over the first, from Bezwads to Viziansgaram,
‘ g  to tbo Madras Railway Company, and the second section, from Vizianagaram to Cut-
' tack, to the Bengal-Nagpur Raillway Company, aod desire most respectfully to record
~their strongest protest against any such partition.
. .
‘ ! The Chamber sce no valid roason why the East Coast Railway should not stand’
R ' on its own merits and -bo made over as a going concern to a Company specially
formed to work it. . . .
| : .- . +The Fast Coast Railway bas withia its own sphere all the requirements of a
' : A “succovaful undertaking. It passes through a rich, prosperous and popu'ous coustry
31 o . o . . o 317 aodioits course lies the most sacred shrine of the whole of India. -The pilgrims
1. Fo o o o R ) .' s N s - . visiting" the temple of Jagaonath at Pooree cach yjear are numbered by hundreds of
| . . L : - : 1 . ; . thoumn‘h ‘and this notwithstandiog the enormous distances to be covered by the
b . - N o ' : . _ : RS RO . . poorer classes on foot and by their more Wealthy neighbours in primitive country carts.
. ‘ - S ' R . -1 " R ‘ S SRR It requires ‘little imagination to form a pxcturo of the extent of this pilgrim traffic,
1 , N o . y —_— , R & +"" .when the lino is completed and linked up with the Nortbern lines. Inland from Vizi-
{ B B [‘ R o R _ B ' " . o, _ apagaram there is room for large ramifications, and several hundred miles of profit-
3 B S ) o _ : _ . - o ' .. able lines might bo laid down. A vast tract of rich country is only waumo for
RE: P ' o o S n : . . ' N i ' SR S\ Ral\ny to opon 1:. up.
. D — : : - S . : — : _ \“'\‘ | JETIN =~ ‘The Chamber feel stroogly that Goveroment . should lay before lhe Public the .
qoae TR '. ' L S _ : AR prcsont position and capabilities of the line and advertise their readivess 1o enter
J e A FURTHER PAPERS. T ' ~+= .. into negotiations for its ssle, and then 'If'capltahsts decline to come forward there
-;'?:_F.' : : - - ' s mll be amjple timo to have recourse to the Benoal-\agpur and Madras Railway
: - G.0. No. |- Dq.,g'm,ng: | Date G0. | N l'-Dopartment " Date. . o Com;\ames The Chamber cannot, but dcprecabe the policy which seeks to dispose of,
n ’ . . S R . : by private contract, an ucdertakiog of such magnitude and this in oppesition to the
. B R A B R mshes and interests of the country for whoso benefit the lina was initiated. '
: ' f . Maoded oser to the two lines already mentioned, the future is not dxtﬁcult to
, / ) BRI ~Jforeseo. Each Company will use its . utmost endeavours, and ooly too successfully,
BCMEISN SRR . . S IR EEEE 1 I by preferential rates aod sliding ecales, to draw the whole of the traffic to Madras
S B FRENN N AR o A o - . .}y 7 . - and Calcutta respectively, and tho Coast Ports end Coast Trade will be left prac-
RETIEEY IREATANN IEANRNCL N FASU B R R S B A R R tlcally to starve. :
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Tho Chamber eny notaing of the political aspect of tho question; of the desi-
rability in the interests of the Empire of creating en impregnable Harbour of Refuge
ané refttiog basis on tho Coromandel Coast. Vizagapatam is marked out for this

- 43* position; that is, Vizagspatam as the centre of the East Coast Railway systew. But
..- ss & town dividing 2 Rival Railwsy Companics, it must evor remsia what it now is,
a position of great possibilities, but with nobody interested in its development.

+ Tho, Chember desire to take this opportunity of impressing upon Government the
. -absolute pocessity of procecdiog with the comstruction of the Godavari Bridge. The
break of bulk is tbe cause of much inconvenience and loss to merchauts snd very
" serious loss of revenae to the Railway. Wers tbe bridge an accompliched fact, the
goods traffic would receivo an enormous impetus; many thousands of tons are now
* lost- to the Railway simply from the risks sttendiog the break of bulk.
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