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it for working purposes into two scctions—the mnorthern portion, from Calcutta to
- Vizianagraw, being placed under the coutrol of the Bengal-Nagpur ‘Railway Company,
vand the soutlicrn portion, from Vizianagram to Madras, under that of tle *Madras

_Railway Company.

- Such a division, if finally adopted, will, in the Chamber's opiuion, be most

detrimental to the ivtercsts of the mercantile commusity of the City .of Madras
and of the Presidency geverally,  The Presidency skould, the Chamber con-
tends, be exclusively reserved for railways uuder the administrative control .. of
the Madras and South Indian Railway Companies, and the Chamber strongly
deprecates  the reported proposal to allow the Dengal- -Nagpur Railway to control
nny portion of tle East Coast linc south of Cuttack. Tle splere of the Bepgal-
Nagpur- Rall\\ay lies within the- Central Provinces and Bengal; the Company lhas
1o _interests in this Presidency, but, on the contrary. jts interests are antagonistic to
those of the ‘south-cast districts of Madras, lee[lj;::h of the line Letween Vizia-
nagram and the porthern boundary of the Madras Presilency will be—in round figures—
200 milcs, ‘\\lmh is no insignificant portion of the whole line, and ‘the Goveroment
~ of Iodia, in giving the control of ‘it to an outside Company, would Le acting contrary
to the wishes of merchants and traders of this Presidency and ip & manoer prqudn-
cial to tbc success of the railway itself. | B

The Chamber fails to sce what advantages will Le derived from naking
Vizianagram the point of junction of the Bengal-Nagpur and \Iadras Railway Com-
Javies. The arrangement will Lare a mamfcst. disadrantage even "for the Goveroment,
as the portino proposed to be assigned to the former railway will.-be uuder the
supervision” of two scparate Dcpartmcnts of Governmert—from “Calcutta to tle
boundary of the Ganjam District xt will .be subject to the control of the Gorern-
ment of Bengal and from thence to Vizianagram to the coutrol of the Gorvern-
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. ) \ . Ehe Chamber of Conmmrexce, '
} Maprus, 24th August, 1896. :
’ X
g . I'zon i
N ' THE HON'BLE MR. G. L. CHAM BERS, -
3t | CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, ’
J i MADRAS. 3
: .
‘ N
f .
: To
; THE SECRETARY TO GOYERNMENT, ’
?' -' (P W. D.) RAILWAY DRANCIL, k
f : OOTACAMUND. I
s, ..
. The Chamber l:;\s rcason to ULclicve that it is the intention of tle Government [
! cf ludia, when the-line of railway from Madras to Calcutta is completed, to divide ‘-.l'.
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ment of Madras. The iucouvenience that would probably arise from this sub-divi-
sion would be overcome by placing the whole of the northern portion under the .
control ¢f one Government, but the disadvantages to which the mercantile community
will Le subject on the cutry of the Beugal-Nagpur Railway iuto this Presidency
cannot be so easily remedied.

It is scar('Ci)' necessary to point out to Government that commercially, ethno-
vraphically and geographically the DBengal Districts porth of Cuttack are totally

e SRR o

distinct from the Madras Districts south of it, and it would Le only rcasonalle a

politic that the scparate scetions of the East Coast I:Emwa, should correspond to
these differcnces.

The Chawber, morcover, is of opinion that the necessity for respecting these
differences gatliers additional weight in the case of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, because
the portion from Cuttack to Vizianagram is altogether outside the legitimate epliere and

legitimate intcrests of that line.  Its legitimate sphere is behind the Eastern Ghauts and
*iu the Lower Provinces of Bengal : its leaitimate interests flow from the North-Fast to
the South-West and rice verse, aud may be faid to be centred in Calcutta. The
Ndrthern Circars of this Presidency are from every point of view absolutely forcign to
the Bengal-Nagpur eystem : their trade naturally enough flows southwards ratlier than
northwards and their commercial intcrests can only be served cffectively by a single
railway administration dealing with the whole bedy of merchants and producers in
that part of the Empire. To detach a small portion of what is a peculiarly
lomogencous commercial sphere and hand over the administration of its railway
communications to what is practically a foreign railway admiuistration, whosc interests
are contred c¢lsewhere and the Lulk of whose dealings is with people of different
Langnage and race and with different commercial interests, would, in the Clhamber's
opinion, be a grave error of judgment. .

. e - .. ey

From the point of view of the merchant, the prodmeer, the shipper, and the
people generally of the Northern Circary, theve can be no mauner of doult that

the Lest interests of those districts, and cousequently of Government which has
provided railway communication for them, would best, and indeced could only, bLe
served Ly a single administration along the whole coast line that pertains to Madras:
atd from the point of view of the Goverument Consulting Engincer's Department also
it is, i the Chawbler's opinion, only politic and feasonalle that the control of
railways in Madras Districts should be excreised from Madras only, and uot partly
from Madras and partly from Caleutta,

In conclusion, the Chamber trusts that the Madras Government, if it has not
already done so, will address the Government of India on this important sulject,

protesting azainst the acceptance of such a proposal as that referred to, which, ™ aa s~ o an

sauctioned,  will bave most damaging cflects on the interests of the Madras Coast.*

I Lave the honour to lie,
Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

Chairuio.

et

-

e, & f . - PR W ¢

.-

————

- ———— -
~‘

e o e e m————— — e = =



,,._./.Zﬁ.;?&x,ﬁ(i,kfc/(tekzz&& .ol P A _ =

- ———
- -

. s ' . WIac 2ia :'/““' -ty .ll
QW{M%c% Y %_, wl Ln Gmmre |
'/& W%& ‘ 9 % t Af‘;‘/—@‘ _4;:“”[,(%‘«' -‘l
%%WM t(z([@-‘;‘.) f\/z .
ot Plisin B loorkiy, oy, o =
. b e P e arselied,
£-. [. h‘é‘"‘[ IM$ W. z 5‘ . . £
erliid b tubyy lie %t by - X o e
e e S
/&:u,d.‘%%,/&m‘ as @_: — "5_"4”_’ -i,l‘
Sl - bt titrionp, o pleincg pieets
.’Cvm t(uz:’/ Nt Rt 1o be * ~
‘L’W{w}db ‘ ST ., - : ~ L

Pt o f e gy 4 Ry, oy P

TR T

Aaky . : : e oW Ll el
{. M'# -}léhc.“e'&é 0:‘" ' é:z.&;z g &‘/‘_ " . !
dbll(/zt.cd’: ZI b "m% *lu(‘u(,- , \'/z“_,-- Lo &/a/j—‘f" ’;-
Fooured il & Heen, o, Thesora Came ae JiltrA |
W@fdb,zlamf;%[ T Lt £ G Leliig !

Wi efforoct. 4, S LT lane i

J\?‘:’e’% _i@/é %- N et 4 s

ey S, | - ’

PR

.
¢ e mme—es - L e® et e - e T . - ———— e e et - .







» .
\5‘. . S.
N "
" b .\ Yu 2
)
1
1 * > h
v
- - .
D 3 YON NS .
' Sa ~ N\
0.° -y
wvaN, [ 3
[ ]
1]
-
'.‘v‘. . :
~m'--.~ -~
C e
. L
RN we »
he ~
NS
N
Nen

(7

(* Do

A

- ot A 42 ‘
S 4 //.’~*’/‘7“g7/~”-%"7 AL

) - .

lann Aeiotize & frry
Clesiaanldice ‘Z/ Coneassarec ’}(.
Sacaiiy e Aibiveri of e |
lovind Loz nl /&‘M g
/I{Z/["‘.f Jiearfiarco fdliTeeas &%
/ud/lm.o /? Leanel e £ 7=

4

Of 2 Gl (474 Fom B,
Heviiieot, st F “2 z‘[-'..l'l;
. Lo HmsBecenet z.zz.zzf'/ztl:ffé
Zm it limcee b .'.14

L



~es °

§ o 0 BT

.~

[ e
g " ‘LI\-IJ ‘)

o2

T
T
|
1
|

-
w
A
~d

- - - -— -
. . .

- “e w»-
| ™7




	Copy_of_Image00026
	Copy_of_Image00027
	Copy_of_Image00028
	Copy_of_Image00029
	Copy_of_Image00030
	Copy_of_Image00031
	Copy_of_Image00032

