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traffic. The ground also at each sid

- . . e f
no suitable site fo.r a junction stationoccfxmtigﬂ
difficulty of securing a favourable crose
‘Madras which a junction here would iy

i station has been examined, and it is found that
c obtained oy'ing to the low level of the lnnd, the
“'% of tho Penvéui river, and the incrensed mileage from
volve.

5. Tt was also agreed t} i 1
panying map) wouldcbest se‘rl:rtoaul,me pussing throngh the undermentioned towns (erde accom-

and Cochin territories a 9 interests of the railway as well ‘88 those of tha Travancore
States i nd meet with tl,e symputhy avd support of the Governments of both

Distance
from bhornuf.

(1) Mulakaray MILES.

(2) “’adakan(.herry oo ose sse vee [X2] [ XY see o0 5

(3) Mularthaukayy T . . . ‘os w 8
(4) Trichur .., o .ee ces RS £ I
(5)_Eddakunni - see soo oot see .ee . e 20
(6) Toodukad e 24
(7) Ahtul' . T s LY aee eee see Y XY} 24

gg; Ischa:lmkudi Tt e e e Lo Be
odakulamkaray oo e . 40
(10) Chengal (ferr;f;y T e e e e AT
gié) ?Qrﬂimbalur te. oo see (XT) .e . sor {):
) Keelamaad Alwaces' oo - e 007
13) h:ddapaﬁ; (for f‘“are) : °
(14) Ernakulam (Cochiny " e e e B

LYY} see s eee .o see 63 ’

-

6. It will be observed o oo ore ces vee do
: tl i

or recommended ; it occupies f;szliltiorl??ltit?

Ly Aurd

iffers materially from any line previously surveyed
advocated ard is consequently 72 pijeq ; ] y r h
in

" I erinland than the more direct lino to Cochin hitherto
Frevm}ls estimate submitted for the sure ength as compared with the 62 miles on which the
106 ol railway from Shoranyr n urvey was based, It is desirable hLere to explain that avy
Travancore as well as of Cochin 0190(-11111 must of necessity pasg through a large arca ©
not been sufficiently consulted'inm 1t would appear that the interests of tﬁo former State had
undertaken in 187]; L the alignment followed when the preliminary survey was

7. This point has bee ;
:lfr the lina along the revinel:{lt;zf:tc;ol_’lly_ scitled at the present mecting, and the final location
Wit;egum Progress as far as fund, “}ﬁdlcah"! on the map will now bo carried out during the
altered (caor:‘lgﬂ'rd bo the most importalx t permit. This alignment has Leen carcfully considere:
over twe : lftlons of the country Sineol 1tmtle centres and is unquestionably best suited to the
tiva 1(11)'- our years ago. (wip X the first preliminary survey was undertaken in 1871, 0F
o fernea and the genera] devei:;, fhe opening out of additional ronds, the extension ©
from all aspeets The?:t](f::l: .ohment of traflic in grain and forest produce, the routeé

t Cil‘cu]to“ .

. 811 one place, commends itse favourablo
to a s ) ds itself as the most favou
thus‘;‘{fi;f“:ﬁ““?a the isolated trg,4 hrough Perambalur is found to bo imperativo in order
timber tra ﬁ?a fe difficulties ip cox1nection0f__cmlnn territory between that town and Alwaye a1

" rom the north-cag Portion ‘:,Et'}i'c"stom dues, but it will accommodate the extensive

. From an encineer; ravancore.

. " glueerine ol .

2;01:;1; ::1?) crg)ssnvng of the 1al;g£ ri"{i:sfn\ 16w also this alignment possesses many advantages a8 it
r backwaters whicl, exist ql] ear their moutls where t rey widen out and fall into the
il tlfusabong the coast. The bridging of these large streams at
b 1 Cil‘)ateege:lﬁrid’ and “.lG. stations hg"ing been fixed at to\’:'?ls

Shoranur and Tric € country moregyy ¢ o2 competition from carringe by lmckwater W)
construction, richur and  the adoptionu;,fmtﬁligt rg:g:f‘:‘l.fnexi‘t\ppt lfxor 3 shortl portion b(’t‘;e(;n

" ’ » 1t 18 hoped, result in econom
9. The officiels oS

. Present at the .

;ngnn:;?:si fssl;ould be so designeq Rﬁ?ﬁ’,g approved of the proposal that the bridges over all
wouldgbe levi o&ml()l Decessary at any g1 o could be easily ms:lpted for cart trattio and foot
fowands (b 1et Y the railway iy, lielme after the opening of the railway, in which case tolls
cost of the structures, U of any contribution being demanded frota the States

10. Attention is here invited ¢

except for a short length near othe f,

Tl'ichnr’ f()llo;t that ”’f ‘lll.iglnmont now decided upon docs not,
any route hitherto investieated by anv preliminary
necessity 18 cost & . r stigated by any pre .
teen hal}ekg cogﬂy compared with 4 of finally “Jocating a line under theso conditions must e
¥ determined by Oute ), 1 directi . i ;

cd by a pr e general direction and particulars of which have

& Tevis i Preliming,y !
ised estimate for completing o 2 #urvey. It s propesed therefore to shortly submit

val gurvey of the Shoranur-Cochin Railway now .
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increased in length from 61 to 72 miles, and as both thé Travancore and Cochin sircars appear
anxious for the early construction of the line, it is hoped that funds will be sanctioned to retain
the present survey staff to enable the plans and estimates for the complete project to be

prepared.
11. T enclose a statement of the minutes recorded at the meeting held at Trichur on the

29nd January 1895 on which the information furnished in the present report has been based.

—

Notes of discussion of a meeting held at the Residency, Trichur, regarding the extension of the
Madras Railway to Ernakulam ¢7d Trichur.

Present. T

. C. West, Esq., Chief Engineer, Madras Railway.

. B. Strange, Esq., Executive Engineer 1n cha_rge of the Survey.

L.RRy. V. Subramania Pillai, Dewan of Cochin. .

M.R.Ry. T. Raja Rama Row, Dewan Peishcar of Cottayam, as Representative. of
Travancore. ' . . :

II. W. udson, Esq., Chief Engineer, Cochin.

11. B. Grigg, Esq., British Resident in Travancore and Cochin.
"ote (1).—The unanimous opinion of the meeting was in favour of Shoranur as the point of

departure.

Mr. West informed the meeti
adapted for foot passengers and traffic on pa
and that no demand will be made on the Stat

constructing these bridges. L .
Note (3).—The Shoranur route, as proposed by the Madras Railway, approved.
Note (3).—1f portions of the public road are taken up for the railway, the Railway autho-
rities will bear cost of construction of road diversions 9bn fresh sites. States would be consulted.
1I. Stations between Shoranur and anhur ftO e Sali—
(1) The Mulakaray toll-gate, 5 miles from Shoranur.
(2) Wadakancherry, 8 miles from Shoranur.

ac iles f "Frichur (Mularthankava). '
III I(Ji)arﬁnfc};:?ysnge:i :ﬁﬁ the station (Trichur) should be near the canal basin on

the nearest spot to it where ample land is available. _ .
) Distance -

IV. Line from Trichur to Ernakulam station— from Trichur.

ng that all large bridges will be constructed so as to be
yment of toll to be fixed by the Railway authorities
es for any contribution towards the outlay for

~

MILES.
(1) Edakunni at crossing of roads serves Ullur apd Ooragora . g B g
d k d ve- e ese e 00 cee e see a
g)) .E(lﬁu: s:ri'es Mala (at present) and Irinjalakudu Z _,g
(4) Shalakudi 1\ s “es ".' .°”° ::' :-: ": 7 ,_:
gz% ]C&l?gxilrlf;lllaf'g;—r:rgg serve siver traffic, more especially timber ... 6 ¢ kK
) Perambalur to serve North-east Trrai'aﬂlgoi‘: traffie ) ;é 2
8) Keeclamaad to serve Alwaye and Valankulam ... o 6 | E
(9) Eddapally see ses aee wer ::: ::: ....., ::: 3
(10) Ernakulam ... .-3 38

) Total ... 52

g i ‘ ¢ {he above line Will best serve the interests and elicit the
sympatgr); ﬁolfgfg élaigslmaor:gl{ht:ta go soon 88 thet tradtetfﬁ‘ozn I\'Ia%a to line at Ahtur justifies the
1 he backwater at that point.
expenditure a branch should be run tot \ohatty. Dassengers and goods to be discharged
Ernakulam station to be opposite to Bo g BT et Court houie o Tome uartegr Sooal;

" g tation to be imland behin L .
l“lgtt ezz ?ﬁ;’t?xr%m’zh: aJ :e(z:'ls or interfere with the Court buildings or the station can be placed on

north of the jail ot lard that can be reclaimed. (Signed) o B.l GRIGG.
’ ( ” ) Il- C- WEST.

TricHTE,
22nd January 1895.

"y

I would note here that the station proposed to be placed at quak.ulamkamy'may perhaps
with greater convenience to the public, be located at Anjlmalleg which is not far distant. ’

(Signed) M. B, GRIGG.



e AT

.

L e e — oo -

4

7ra May 1895, No. 336 R., PusLic WoREs.
SIS UUUUSUUUUUUUURE
Order—dated 1st March 1895, No. 114 R,, Public Works,

: i howing the proposed route of the railway now being surveyed
betWeAexf i;:asg(liaglztsl ‘E{;ﬂwa; and CI()ych};n will be forwarded to the Resident in Travancore
and Cochin who will obtain the views of the two Durbars as to the re]atl.\'e merits of
Pattimbi and Shoranur as the junction station with the Madras Railway. Full
explanation should also be obtained from the Durbars of the advantages whu.:h are
expected to accrue from the deviation towards Perambalur which adds 10 miles to
the length of the line and avoids Alwaye altogether. Tt should further be pointed out
that if the collection of dues is the only reason for the deviation, the difficulty can be
avoided by having no station between Kodakulandai and Alwaye. TIlis Excellency
the Governor in Council observes that the present alignment is carried more inland
than was the case in the survey of 1871 and that po particular reasons are given for
such a great deviation. If, bowever, the new route is supported by both Durbars, no

objection will be raised to their recommendations. ‘ :

(True Extract.)

(Signed) A. D. G. SHELLEY, Captain, R.E,,
Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D,,
Railway Branch.

Read also the following paper:—

Trom H. B. GRIGG, Esq, M4, cILE, Resident in 'I.Tl;avancore and Cochin, to
the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Cochin, 3rd April 1895, Ref. cn
Circuit No. 17.

With reference to G.0., No. 114 R, dated 1st March 1895, T have the honour to
gubmit herewith, for the information of Government, copies of letters from the Dewans
of Travancore and Cochin, Nos. 1048/P.W. and 627/P. 81 of the 24th idem and the
9nd instant, respectively, containing their views on the proposed route of the railway
now being surveyed between the Madras Railway and Coc}nn. With reference to the
concluding portion of the letter from the Dewan of Cochin, I beg to add that I am
addressing an urgent communication to the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce of
Pritish Cochin in order to obtain the views of that body as suggested by the Dewan
and I shall submit the same as soon as received. ' . :

' 1 regret that 1 have not been able to reply to the Government Order above
quoted earlier, as the Dewan of Cochin did mot anmswer my reference to him on the
subject until this morning. . ‘

The tracing received with the Government Order is herewith returned.

prm————_

TENCLOSURES.

the Dewan' of Travancore, to the Dritish Resident in Travancore and Cochi .
From the o7 Trivandrum, 24th March 1895, No. 1048 P.WV. cohin, dated

1 have the honour to acknowledge your letter, Ref. on C. No. 856, dated the inst.
with enclosures, Teceived here on the l(‘»tg instant and your telegram of the 22nd idei?.th mstant,
With regard to the starting point of the railway, viz, whether it should be Shoranur or
Patthmbi and its course up to Trichur, Lis Highness’ Government have bardly any remarks to
offer. They, however, observe from the Chicf Enginecr’s letter to the Agent and Manager, Madras
Railway, which forms one of the enclosures to your letter, that Shoranur has far grea?or ) acilit ie;;
for a junction station than Pattdmbi and that the prospects of traflic on the Pattdmbi route are
very meagre. ) o \
ry In rgspect of the line this side of Trichur, it secms to me that there can be no difference of
opinion in regard to the desirability of avoiding competition with the cheap backwater conmme ¥
cation along the coast and at the same time serving the inland traffic of the countr 'ﬁl-
interior taluks of North Travancore, as you observe in paragraph 65 of your eriewY . ¢ ﬂne
a,dministratioq report for 1068, abound in rich soil and steps are now being taken to open th00 10
A northern railway, such as the one proposed to be of any real benefit to this State, s ml:i) li)t
within easy reach of those taluks if it does not traverse them. Ferambalar i d10}1 o
Proverthi of the same name, containing g population of over 14,000 forms thé ed in the

. — head-
the Kunnatnad taluk and is the principal outlet for the trade of that taluk and thgandei(ér‘;xg?rsin()f
' g 4

[}
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taluks of Thodupuzla and Muvattapuzha and the carrying of the railway to Perambaiur or not
far away from it would, besides scrving the bLest interests of traflie, conduce materially to the
further development of the country. Among the stations proposed, there is one at Keclamad,
a village alout two miles to the south-east of Alwaye, and this would serve the traffic of the
latter place and Vallacolum. ..

Under the circumstances sct forth, 11is Ilighness the Mahsraja’s Government are of opinion
that the interests of this State would be best served by the line resolved on at the meeting of the
22nd January irrespeetive of the questions of the collection of customs dues, and I request you
will kindly move the Madras Government in view to oltain their final approval of this line which,
hesides being beneficial to both the Native States concerned, is preferred by the Chief Engincer of
the Madras tiailaay on account of the wany advantages it possesses in an engineering point of
view.

I Lave not received the plan refeired to in the order of the Madras Governmext.

a——

From the Dewan of Cochin, to the British leeident}n Travancere and Cochin, dated Ernakulam,
2nd April 1895, No. 627,/1-81,

With reference to vour letter, Ref. on C. No. 856 of the 10th March 1895, I have the honour
to forward a copy of Mr. Hudson’s letter, dated 26th March 1895.

2. This Government would prefer Shoranur to Patt4mbi as the junction station with the
Madras Railway, berause though the distance between cach of these placesand Trichur would be
ahout the same, yet the princi;ﬁxl traflic in passengers and goods ¢n the proposed Cochin Railway
}vould be to and from places cast of Shoranur and the adopticn of the Pattdmbi route would
involve the unnecessary carrying of this trafic over 7 or 8 miles of railway between Shora-
nur and Pattimbi. Desides this a lurge cattle and grain market is held weekly 5 or 6 miles
north-cast of Shoranur at Vanjankulam in Malabar, between which and places in Cochin there is
a large trade, ‘

3. As to the line to the south of Trichur, this Government is of cpinion that the present align-
ment, which is mere inland than the line surveyed it 1871, ghould be adopted, as the latter would
pass through a large truct ¢f paddy lands or kayels (lakes). 1t is almost parallel as far as Ahlur
(described as Altur in the minutes and marked 88 Autur in the tracing) to the other line. If the
line from Allur should proceed to Mala instead of Shalakudi and then follow the previously
surveyed line to Ernakulam, the length of the lie between Shoranur and Ernakulam would be
8 little over 61 miles or, according to Mr. Hudson, 63 miles. 1f Pemmbalur‘and cther places
in Travancore are to be served, a branch line may be constructed from the station near Alwaye.

4. As far as the Cochin sircar is concerned, it does not maiter much ‘whether the line passes
through Mala or 8halakudi, but if it should pass through Shalakudi sccording to the present align-
ment, the mileage between Shoranur and Ernakulam and consequently the distance between
the junction and the Dritish port of Cochin would be increased Ly about 10 miles. It may also
bo noted thatif the railway should pass through Mala which is connected with the backwater
Ly a canal, Mala would serve as a station to cutch the hackwater traffic, and the traffio whick
would have to be carried by boats to aud from Karupadnam if the railway should pass through
Shalakudi will be diverted to Mala. )

5. As the merchants and inhabitants of Dritish Cochin are interested n the matter, I would
suggest that the Chamber of Commerco in Cochin be also invited to cxpress its opinion.

P

From the Chicf Engincer, Cochin Government, to tho Dewan of Cochin, Ernakulam, dated Trichur,
92oth March 1895, No. 319,

~ Inreply to'vour letter forwarding original papers with plan (already returned as requested)
in reference to the new alignment of the proposec Shoranur-Cochin Railway, I have the honour to
inform you, as stated in Mr. West's letter No. /90, dated 29th January 1895, addressed to the
Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, * it was unanimously agreed at the mecting that the point
of departure on the Madras Railway should bo at a point about 1} miles cast of the present
Shoranur station.” '

2. The chief reasons for preferring Shoranut to Pattimli are—

(1) The largest cattlo and grain market in Malabar is held weekly at Vaniankulam about

f or 6 miles north-cast of Shoranur ; thero is a largoe trade at this market with places in Cochin
crrtory,
~(2) Tho principal traffic in passengers nd goods (timber, grain, &e.) on tho proposed

Cochin Iailway would be to and from places east of Shoranur; although the mileage from either
Pattdmli or Ehoranur to Trichur would bo-about the same, the Pattémbi route would involve
carrving this traflic over the 7 miles of railway (or 83 miles to tho new station) botween Pattéinbi
aud Shoranur with a corresponding increaso of fares, &e, :
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(3) On the Trichur-Shoranur ‘route the railway would pass throngh Wadakanchery which
is the;d centre of the taluk whero the ‘I'ahsildar’s, Munsif’s, Registmr?a, and other offices are
eitnated. '

(4) A better junction can be mad

¢ with the main line of the Madras Ra;
site for the bridge across the Ponnéni rive oo ot ey and a better

r can be obtained at Shoranur than at PattAmb,
3. With regard to the line south of Trichur, the reason for taking it further inland w
the large village of Ooloor by a station at the junction of the ro
necessary to avoid the Thomana}:oil and Mooreeantha lakes with their valualle paddy fields
situated between the 1Curvanoor river and Iringalakadu which was the objection at this point to
“the line survgyed in 1871 between Pattimbi and Ernakulam ; the line has been proposed to be
taken from Eddakunni through Poodukad on to Shalakudi and Unjal, the Travancore frontier.
4. The line could, however, be shortened by branching off t Aht .
line eurveyed in 187t at Mala and on toexbl}inagulam, gofa ur or Ahlur and joining the
The distance would then be —

as to tap
ads at Eddakunni; it was also

From Shoranur to Ahiur or Ablur oo Mg(‘i12 >
Do. Mala | - 42
Do. Ernakulam e . . 63

) - N . LT ses ese “on 63
5. By this route Alwaye would be about 5 miles to the east of this line.
6. A branch line could

about 12 miles. be made if required to Perambalur, the length of which would be

1871 between Pattdmbi and Ernakulam

plan submitted by Mr. West. I theref los
dotted green lines showing the cr 0T beg to enciose a co

Py of it with the line corrected in
(one bridge would serve the two riv

ssi;lg at the junction of the Alwaye and Shalakudi rivers
ers), . ‘

8. It will be observed that the 1871 1 th 1 i )

ferritory named Pathey ool 71 line passes through the isolated piece of Travancorae

2 which i i ‘hi . e :
the line is taken from Ahlur to Mai&. tt would be well t9 aroid and which would bo ay olded if

9. Cochin has no objection to t
Travancore territory; the only thi
increased from 62 to 72 miles.

10. Ernakvlam will be the

) Er ¢ station for the British port of Cochin and the merchant

" 1 ta _ ) 0 merchants ma

Ei';ieﬁfc 1ons to the increased mileage of the railway as there p no doubt it will affect thei};
11. As regards the proposa

1 of havi ; con K , :
the line is taken through the iso(iatlégvmg no station betweon K(’dak“hml\amy and Alwaye, if

; ! picce of Cochin territory named Vellara ully, it will 1
necessary to keep the line some distance to the ecast of the Chowerah Palace; this }()livgrsilon“woulg

he line shown on the plan south of Shalakud; as it serves
ng i3 the mileage from Shoranur to Ernakulam would be

No. 779, Political :
Transferred to the Pyblie Works Department, Railway Branch,
(Signed) W, FRANCIS,
Ag. Assistant Secretary,

Forr Sr. GEoreE, '
6th April 1895,

g ———

From the Assistant Reside
Secretary to Gover
Circuit No. 23,

In continuation of my letter, Circuit No. 17 of the 3rd April 1895, I have the
honour to submit herewith, for the information of Government, copy of a letter, dated
the 10th idem, from the Honorary Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce in Cochin
containing the views of that body on the-route of the proposed Railway from
Shoranur to Ernakulam, and, with reference to the concluding portion thereof, to

nderstand that there is always sufficient water in
selected, at all states of the tide, to accommodate

nt in charge, Travancore and Cochin, to the Chief
nment, dated Cochin, 11th April 1895, Reference on

state that from enquiries made I u
the hackwater opposite to the site
laden cargo boats.

does not seem to have been correctly marked on the'

———

\Y_J“

N

“taking off ‘from the Madras Nlailway at or near to Shoranur station.

-3

7 May 1895, No. 336 R., Purric Wogks.

IExcLosURE.

. ; ident in
: Seerctary, Chamber of Commerce, Cochin, to the Assistant Residen
From the HODOZ?;?;{;:? c’lr‘(xz'nt?ncor; and Cochin, dated (.;ochin, 10th April 1895,

” e henour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 4th ix_lstant enclosing '.copy
of letIteliqf‘;-?)xtl}‘the Chief Engineer to ?he Agent an(é Manager, h‘fndras Railway, together with a
tracing with regard to the proposed Railway from uhomflur to Ernakulam. ) ]
In reply thereto I beg to inform ycu that the E}lbject was discussed at a meeling of th;s
Chanber held this morning, and I am instructed to inform you that the proposed route mee : .
with the approval of tha Chamber, but they wpuld suggest tln}t when_ the site of .the terminus l?
Ernakulam is Leing decided on due consideration should bq given to its ppsmon n IZEgard to tbe
depth of water in the adjoining bLackwater, so _thut landmg and -shipping _operatlons may be
pructicablo at all etates of the tide and the necessity for dredging thereb y obviated.

———

No. 827, Political.

Transferred to the Public Works D?partm'ont, Railway Branch, in continuation
of endorsement, dated €th April 1895, No. 779,

OoTacAMTND,

(Signed)
17th April 1895.

L. DAVIDSON,
Acting Uunder Secretary.

Orper—dated 7th May 1895, No. 336 R, Public Works.

His Escellency the Governor in Council approves of the proposed line to Cochin
The actual
position of the junction should be fu}ly dealt with in the report accom;mnying the
project estimate. The aligument decided on as‘tlge meeting between the Travancore,
Cocbin, and Madras Railway officials, held at Irichur on 22nd January 1‘890, should
be adopted in the present survey, but Ilis Excellency the Governor in Council is of
opinion that reconnaissances should be made of the alternative route from Ahlur #id
Mala und Alwaye and of a branch line from Alwaye to Perambalur. The Agent und
Manager, Madras Railway, will be reqp?sted to report the estimated cost of these
recom?aissancvs, care being taken to utilize, Where possible, the work of t}‘le present
and previous surveys, Care should be taken when locating the terminus at Ernakulam
to sclect a site offering facilities for landing and shipping operations at all states of
the tide in the adjoining backwater.

(True Extract.)

Under Scey. to Govt., P.W.D,,
. Railway Branch,

To the Agent and Manager, Madras Railway.
»” ll‘lgaminor, Guaranteed Railway Accounts.
»  Dolitical Department.

Exd, C. A. Moniswmy.
Spure Copios
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vared on this basis will shortly be submitted.

prepare a report on the traffic prospects of
as from Pattimbi.

r—

{ ComCo LG L Public Works:
Dated May, Tth. ) : " *‘/z""% gﬁ ! .
- T : t
. ¢ TAAGD [ 13 Railway, to the Consulting Engineer for
: oo | | o 7~/ /< 7t february 1595, No. 54907109 W.
' €0k,
B " 7 ' — Y th, for the information of the Government, a
g Pl /Ci ] Vv rer, No. C/90, dated the 29th ultimo, on the
- / )L ., ¢ yosed Shoranur-Cochin Railway, which it Wa:
ol 0., 7th May 1895, No. 3386 R. * survey at a meeting of the Travancore an
i G¢.0., y ’ 7 . // ichur, on the 22nd January last. A copy of
) ) e . ell as a tracing showing the old and the new
i ) : - g to the new alignment, which meets with
: ) /f 5 - length of the proposed line is increased from
i
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| . LNCLOSURE. :
«> / From th?’Chief Engineer, Madras Railway, to the Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, dated

Madras, 29th January 1895, No. C/90.

; [S}wra;mr-Cocbz'n Railway].
i . ' I beg to advise you that on the 22nd January 1895 the Resident of Travancore and Cochin
P was good enough to convene a meeting at Trichur at which were present—
. | . ) 2 b Mr. H. B. Grigg, c.1.E., Resident of Travancore and Cochin.
% o M.R.Ry. V. Subramania Pillai, Dewan of Cochin.

M.R.Ry.T. Raja Rama Row, Dewan Peiydar of Kéttayam, Representative of Travancore.
¥ - H. W. Huadson, Chief Engineer to tﬁe Cochin Government.

1 Mr. H. C. West, Chief Engineer, Madras Railway, . ' /i
e | Mr. A. B. Strange, Executive Engineer in chargo of the Shoranur-Cochin}Survey. 3

'}, “ _ 2. The object of the meeting was to consider the relative merits of previously prop;;;d
b

extensionshof the Railway to Cochin and to decide upon the best route which the survey now in
rogress s

o ' ould follow south of Trichur with a view to meet the requirements of both the Native
{ : Ptatg,g (tlhrough which the line would pass and to fix the towns at which stations should be
% rovided.

S o

. AN
. . 3. It 'Was unanimously agreed that the point of departure on the Madras Railway, :(should Lo
g Shoranur-Cochin Railway (o) Bo st & point abont 1} milcs east of Shoranur station, as the gradients,

. : cucves and general cone
s figuration of tfhe country rendered this site specially sm}iablo for a junction station and would
. . . Becure a v i i isti
Orders 01(11 the subject of the alignment Qf | | | . Eridge. Ietrymt;'%urable crossing of the Ponnéni river about } of a mile above the existing road
the proposed—. -

ltizeately, be probably necessary to transfer the present Shoranur station to the new site

‘ X 4. The alte
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rnative proposal to make Patt4mbi station the point of departure was considered,
bn_t was not apg‘rqved of by either the Resident or the Dewan of Cochin » 88 the country between
. this point and richur, although to a great extent free of hills, offered such meagre prospects of /
A : o. © ground also at each side of Pattdmbi station has been examined, and it is found that
. 1o suitable site for a junction station could be obtained owing to the low level of the land, the
| difficulty of securing a fa

1 secur vourable crossing of the Ponnéni river, and the increased mileags from
‘ , Madras 'which a junction here would involve. ’ =

. . i ' ’ '
- - - N R - ’
v & e e R T e ah LR e S LTy o Tt T M - - ]
Ry s g =t R "‘g__’_______._-———-ﬂ-"""‘ ‘ . ] § o )
. . { ‘»’ S - , .




i

~Te

W@ 1895,V No¥RAA-R., Posuic Woggs.

5. It was also agreed tlat a line passing through the undermentioned towns (vide acoom=
panying map) would best serve the interests of the railway as well as those of the Travanoore
snd Cochin territories and mcot with the sympathy and eupport of the Governments of both
Btates :— :

' Distanos
from Shoranur.

MILES.

(1) Mulakarsy v eee g

) P 03 Wadakancherry ... .
i / 3) Mularthankuv}{ vee . ees cee’ T aee . 14
1] e A Tricher .7 0 0 e w0 0 L L L 20
IR /L =" (5) Edakunni R
] i!' u (6) I%Odukad ese ese wse oo esa see ese X 2] 29
- 1. (7) Ahtur - w. 36
'::A':;‘; . o :A - . ‘ I i ' N R ! (8) Shﬂl&]\udi N oes nee ses oo XY cen ene sce 40
Wit : : L :, ‘ ({g) lglcl)dakulumkaray ;;
o o : - ) . ’ B ',"' i L . ‘ ’ ‘ ,‘ ) - ) en l (fe see LA LEES eop e see ese

N X ] A o Pt S e : ; (11) _Perag%alurny) e v e e 08
Bt e S e o e (12) Keelamaad (for Alwaye) e - 62
e SRR S S ot o . o P I ) : . ) 3 (13) Eddapa]ly .o P wes Y oon 69

AN BERPRE e, o e b 10 (14) Ernskulam (Cochin) ... e 42
o R : SR PR IR RIS I 3 6. It will be observed that this route differs materially from any line previously surveyed
vt e . B . N o o . A or recommended ; it occupies a position further inland than the more direct line to Cochin hitherto
B T : B A o ' advocated and is consequently 72 miles in length es compared with the 62 miles on which the
. o : previous estimate submitted for the survey was based, It is desirable here to explain that any
S R % line of railway from Shoranur to.Cochin must of necessity pass through a large area of
3 Travancore as well as of Cochin, and it would appear that the interests of the former State had
5 ‘ not been sufficiently consulted in the alignment followed when the preliminary survey was

undertaken in 1871. :
7. This point has been satisfactorily scttled at the present meeting, and_the final location
Nt of the line along the revised route indicated on the map will now be carried out during the
. : : : , ‘ ! AR survey in progress as far as funds will permit. This alignment has been carefully considered
-- S _— . o , : N 5 with due regard to‘the most important trade centres and is unquestionably best suited to the
‘ L e . ST ; altered conditions of the country since the first preliminary survey was undertaken in 1871, or
| over twenty-four years ago. Owing to the opening out _of additional roads, the extension of
. ' ' ' : : : . ) i I cultivated area and the general development of traffic in grain and forest produce, the route
R T S S T 83 now fixed, though somewhat circuitous in one place, commends itself as the most favourabls
' : ' R ’ 1 from all aspects. The detour eastwards through Perambalur is found to be imperative in order
to avoid traversing the isolated tract of Cochin territory between that town and Alwaye and
thus obviate the difficulties in connection with custom dues, but it will accommodate the extensive

T ST e « i timber traffic from the north-east portion of Travancore.

: , R T : . 8. From an engineering point of view also this alignment possesses many advantages as it
avoids the crossing gf the laggg rivers near their mouths where they widen out and fall %nto the
©stuarics or backwaters which exist all along the coast. The bridging of these large streams at

, [5 / favourable pointszmore inland will thus be secured, and the stations having been fixed at towns
- o A where existing roads meet, it is snticipated that competition from carriage by backwater will
Clea S o L e thus be averted. The country moreover is not difficult except for a short portion between
CoZ e i L P . e Shoranur and Trichur and the adoption of this route will, it 18 hoped, result in economy of
‘ . ‘ S e L LD, construction. '
- , ‘ ‘ oo : A ‘ 9. The officials present at the meeting approved of the proposal that the bridges over all
R T S T o SR - largo rivers should be so designed that they coull be easily adapted for cart tratic and foot
: R S R R ) passengers if fonnd necessary at any time after the opening of the railway, in which case tolls
SR S : . R % would bo levied by the railway in licu of any contribution being demanded from the States
: B towards the cust of the strictmés. -
T o 10. Attention is here invited to the fact that the alignment now decided upon does not,
except for a short length near Trichur, follow any route hitherto investigated by any preliminary
survey, and it is evident that the cost of finally locating a line under these conditiods must of
Decessity becostly compared with a route the gencral direction and particulars of which have
beep already detcrmines by a preliminary survey. It is proposed thereforo to shortly submit a
revised estimate for completing a final survey of the Shoranur-Cochin Railway now r
increased in length from 61 to 72 miles, and as both the Travancore and Cochin sircars appear
anxious for the early constraction of the-line, it is hoped that funds will be sanctioned to retain
the present survey staff to enable the plans and estimates for the complete project to ba
prepared.
11. I enclose a statement of the minutes recorded at the mecting held at Trichur on the
22nd January 1895 on which the inforation furnished in the present report has been based.
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